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It is customary is to say a chapter of Pirkei Avot on each Shabbat between Pesach and Shavuot. This serves as a
reminder for us to keep the Torah and its commandments properly in preparation for the festival of the giving of

the Torah.

In many communities it is customary to continue saying Pirkei Avot until Rosh Hashanah. In order to complete four
cycles of Pirkei Avot by that time, we say two chapters on each of the last two or three weeks before Rosh Hashanah.

CHAPTER ONE

‘7:) All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to Come.
As it says in [saiah regarding the Redemption of the Jewish Nation:

Your people are all righteous, and they will all inherit the Land of

Israel forever—they will never be exiled from it again. Everyone will

recognize that they are the branch of My planting and the work of My

hands, in which I, God, take pride.

1 Moses received the entire Torah—both the Written Torah
and the Oral Torah—from God at Mount Sinai.! He passed
it on by teaching it to Joshua, who became the leader of

the Jewish Nation after Moses passed away. Joshua passed

it on to the elder leaders of his generation. The last of the
elders passed it on to the first of the prophets, Samuel,
who passed it on to future prophets. The prophets passed

it on to the Men of the Great Assembly—a group of sages
who led the Jewish Nation after the prophets. The Men of
the Great Assembly said the following three things: 1. Be

patient and think carefully when making a judgment. 2.
Teach and establish many students.2 3. Make a protective
fence around the Torah, by establishing extra rules to

prevent you from sinning.
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A Pirkei Avot is said after Minchah
on Shabbat, because that is the
time when Moses passed away.
Pirkei Avot begins by describing
how Moses received the Torah and
gave it to Joshua before his passing.

1 The mishnah says that Moses
received the Torah “from Sinai,”
not “at Sinai” This alludes to the
fact that Moses learned two lessons
from Mount Sinai itself: 1. To receive
the Torah, you must be humble

like Mount Sinai, which was the
lowest mountain in the desert. 2.
At the same time, you must still be
a mountain—you must be proud
enough to fight for what’s right.
The Rebbe
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2 Shimon the Righteous was one of the
last members of the Men of the Great
Assembly. He would often say: The world
stands on three things and was created
in order to fulfill them: Learning Torah,
serving God, and doing acts of kindness.

3 Antigonus of Socho received and
learned Torah from Shimon the
Righteous. He would often say: Do
not serve God as servants who work
for their master in order to receive a
reward. Rather, be as servants who work
for their master out of love, and not in
order to receive a reward. And let the

awe of Heaven be upon you.

4 Yosei ben Yoezer of Tzredah and Yosei
ben Yochanan of Jerusalem received and
learned Torah from Antigonus and his
court of law. Yosei ben Yoezer of Tzredah
says: Let your house be a meeting place
for Torah scholars. Sit in the dust of their
feet wherever they go,3 and drink their
words of Torah with thirst,4 listening
closely to every word they say.

2 Literally, “much.” Not only is it
important to have many students,
butitis also important to make sure
that they spend much of their time

3 One who wishes to learn from
Torah scholars must be as humble
as dust before them. The Rebbe
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drinking helps distribute nutrients
throughout the body, learning
Torah from Torah scholars will help
distribute the lessons that you learn

4 |earning from Torah scholars is
referred to as “drinking.” Just as

learning. The Rebbe

and apply them to all parts of your
life. The Rebbe
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5 Yosei ben Yochanan of Jerusalem says:
Let your house be wide open for guests. Poor
people should be treated like members of
your own household. Do not engage in too
much idle chatter with a woman. Yosei ben
Yochanan said this even regarding one’s
own wife; how much more so does it apply
to another person’s wife. Based on this, the
Sages said: Whoever engages in too much
idle chatter with a woman, causes evil to
himself, neglects the study of Torah, and will
eventually receive punishment in Gehinom.

6 Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai of
Arbel received and learned Torah from Yosei
ben Yoezer and Yosei ben Yochanan. Yehoshua
ben Perachyah says: Make for yourself a
teacher from whom you can regularly learn,
acquire for yourself a close and trusted friend,
and judge every person favorably, even if he
appears to have done something wrong.

7 Nittai of Arbel says: Keep away from a
neighbor who might be a bad influence on
you,2 do not attach yourself to a wicked
person, and do not despair when punishment
is given for wrongdoings.

8 Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben
Shatach received and learned Torah from
Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai of Arbel.
Yehudah ben Tabbai says: When you are

PIRKEI AVOT
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1 The Hebrew word used here,
mpy, is related to the word mp,
meaning “pen.” Accordingly, the
mishnah says, “A pen is a friend for
you.” When we use a pen to write
something down, our thoughts
become more organized, and we
understand things more clearly.

In this sense, the pen is a helpful
friend to mankind. The Rebbe

Appointing a teacher is mentioned
before removing doubt. Appoint a
teacher even before you have any
doubts, and he will then guide you
when they arise. The Rebbe

2 Literally, “dweller”” Itis important
to keep close to God, whose
presence “dwells” in this world. At
the same time, we must distance
ourselves from the “bad dwellers”—
the negative influences that
surround us . Ba’al Shem Tov
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445 | Cpter One

sitting as a judge on a case, do not act as a lawyer
by giving advice to those being judged. When the
people being judged are standing before you in
court, consider both of them guilty and do not
help either side. After the case, when they leave
you and have accepted the verdict, you should
look for ways to consider them both as righteous.

9 Shimon ben Shatach says: As a judge, you
should investigate and question the witnesses
thoroughly.3 When questioning them, be careful
with the words you use, because perhaps they
will learn from your words what to say in order to
win the case, and they will lie.

10 Shemayah and Avtalyon received and learned
Torah from Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben
Shatach. Shemayah says: You should love work,4
and not consider yourself too important to be
involved in it. Hate positions of power, and do not
choose to be in power unless the responsibility
is placed upon you. Do not become too friendly
with those in power.

11 Avtalyon says: Torah scholars, watch
your words, for they can make you liable to
be exiled. You may then be sent to a place of
“bitter, unhealthy waters”—ideas that can
damage the mind. The students who follow
you to this place will drink from these “bitter
waters,” misinterpreting the Torah, and they
will die spiritually, causing God’s Name to
be desecrated.

3 If you are having a hard
time keeping the Torah and its
commandments, question your
eyes and ears that witnessed

The Rebbe

you of their experience, and it will
motivate you to do what’s right.
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about in the following mishnah.
Even though peace can sometimes
be hard work, do it with love and joy.
The Rebbe

4 This can be referring to the “work”
Hillel (Shemaya’s student) speaks

Mattan Torah. They will remind
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12 Hillel and Shammai received and learned
Torah from Shemayah and Avtalyon. Hillel says:
You should be students of and learn from Aaron;
be someone who loves peace, who chases after
peace by helping others to make peace, and who
loves all fellow creatures and brings them close
to the Torah.!

13 Hillel would often say: Someone who tries
to become famous will end up losing any good
reputation he already has. Someone who does
not work to continually increase his Torah
knowledge, will cause it to decrease. Someone
who is able to teach Torah and does not teach
deserves death, because Torah is a source of life
and he has withheld it from others. Someone who
uses the crown of Torah for personal gain will be
destroyed.

14 Hillel would often say: If I do not try to help
myself, who will do so for me? But if I am selfish
and only help myself, what am I worth? And if I
do not do what I should now, when will I do it? I
may not have the opportunity later.

15 Shammai says: Make your Torah learning a
permanent thing that cannot be pushed off by
anything. Say little and do a lot. Also greet every
person? with a cheerful face.

16 Rabban Gamliel would often say: Appoint for
yourself a teacher, in order to remove yourself
from any uncertainty regarding the Torah and its
commandments. Do not tithe by guessing how
much you must give, even if it is more than the
correct amount. Rather, make an exact calculation.

17 Shimon, Rabban Gamliel’s son, says: I grew up
among the Sages my entire life, and I have not
found anything better for a person than silence.

PIRKEI AVOT
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447 Chapter Two
Studying is not the most important thing;
rather, action is the most important. Whoever
talks too much brings sin upon himself.3

18 Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: The
world continues to exist and function civilly
because of three things: because of justice,
because of truth, and because of peace.4 As
it says in Zechariah: Judge with truth and try
to negotiate a compromise—which leads to a
peaceful judgment—within your gates.

27 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: The Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel
have many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance
of Torah and commandments, so that they would have
many opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah:
The Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish
Nation’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great
and glorious.

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 273
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CHAPTER TWO

3 All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption
of the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and
they will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will
never be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize that
they are the branch of My planting and the work of My
hands, in which I, God, take pride.

1 Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi says: Which is the
proper path in life that a person should choose
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1 The word “creatures” teaches
us that we must love all people,
no matter how ordinary they
may seem to us, and bring them
close to Torah. Even if a person’s
only positive quality is that he is
a creation of God, we have an
obligation to reach out to him.
The Alter Rebbe

2 Itis human nature to greet those
from whom we stand to gain. The
mishnah therefore emphasizes
that we must treat “everyone”
warmly and kindly, even if we do
not anticipate any benefit from the
relationship. The Rebbe

3 Silence indicates humility. Talking
excessively indicates arrogance. Itis

arrogance that leads a person to sin.
The Rebbe

4 Justice, truth, and peace
correspond to thought, speech,
and action. “Justice” corresponds
to action—treating everyone fairly.
“Truth” is mostly relevant to speech.
“Peace” is in the mind, even if no
one else hears about it.
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for himself?? Any path that is honorable and
beneficial for himself and is also honorable
and beneficial to other people. Be as careful
with a commandment that you think is not so
important as you are with a commandment
that you think is very important, because you
do not know how much reward is given for
different commandments or how important
they are to God. Compare any expenses or loss
of money that might be caused when you do a
commandment with the reward that you will
receive for doing it, and compare the temporary
physical gain from a sin with the loss that it
will cause. Consider the three things listed
below and you will not come to commit a sin;
know what is happening above you in heaven:
1. There is an eye that sees everything; 2. there
is an ear that hears everything; 3. all your deeds
are written and recorded in a book.

2 Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehudah
Hanasi says: Torah learning goes well with
having a job, because working hard at both
of them will keep you away from sin. And
any Torah learning that is not accompanied
by work? will eventually end, and that will
cause a person to sin. Whoever works with the

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Two | 448
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1 The mishnah asks, “What is the
proper path?” What is the ideal
approach to Divine service that a
person should take? The answer
is, “A person should choose for
himself” We must ensure that
every commandment is done by
choice—i.e. by making a conscious
decision to do it, and not merely
doing it out of thoughtless habit.
The Rebbe

2 This is a reference to the
commandment to “Love your

fellow as yourself” While it is
a challenging commandment
to keep, requiring much effort
and work, it is also a necessary
prerequisite to Torah study.
The Rebbe

3 “Those in power” is an allusion
to a person’s thoughts and feelings
that control him. One must be wary
of them, because sometimes they
lead a person to evil, convincing
him that they are actually good.
Remember that they only wish

to pursue pleasures, not God.
The Rebbe

4 The boor isn't necessarily
ignorant, but rather unaffected by
what he learns. In other words, his
Torah knowledge does not refine
him and make him better person.
The mishnah teaches us that we
must apply everything that we learn
so that our sensitivity and conduct
will be improved as a result.
The Alter Rebbe
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community should work with them for the sake
of Heaven and not to receive honor, because if
they do so, the merit of their ancestors helps
them succeed intheir communal work, and their
righteousness will last forever. Although the
person was helped by the merit of the ancestors,
God says: [ will give you great reward as if you
had accomplished it all by yourself.

3 Beware of those in power3 because they
befriend a person only for their own needs.
They seem to be a friend when they are
benefiting from a person, but they will not stand
by a person and help him in his time of need.

4 Rabban Gamliel would often say: Treat God’s
will as though it were your own will, so that
He will treat your will as though it were His
will. Set aside your will in favor of God’s will,
so that He will set aside the will of others in
favor of your will. Hillel says: Do not separate
yourself from the community and ignore their
needs. Stay on guard and do not be sure of your
ability to withstand temptation until the day
you die. Do not judge your friend until you are
in his place and can fully understand what he
is going through. Do not say something that is
not easily understood, relying on the fact that it
will be understood after more thought, because
it might be misinterpreted. Do not say, “I will
learn Torah when I have free time,” because
you may never have free time.

5 Hillel would often say: A boor (an ignorant,4
rough, and uncivilized person) cannot be
afraid of sin. An unlearned person cannot be a
chassid—someone who is extra careful with the
Torah and its commandments. A person who
is embarrassed to ask questions cannot learn.
An impatient person who gets angry easily
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cannot teach. A person who spends too much
time in business cannot become wise with Torah
knowledge. In a place where there are no leaders,
try hard to become a leader.

6 Hillel also once saw a skull that was floating on
the water. He said to the skull: God always causes
justice in the end—because you drowned others,
you were drowned. And those who drowned you
will eventually be drowned as well, in retribution
for drowning you.

7 Hillel would often say: Do not indulge in too much
eating, because the more flesh a person’s body has,
the more there will be for the worms to eat in the
grave. The more possessions someone has, the
more worry he has. The more wives someone has,
the more jealousy he creates amongst them, and
they might even practice witcheraft in order to gain
the husband’s attention. The more maids someone
has, the more immorality there is in the house. The
more servants someone has, the more stealing there
is in the house. However, the more Torah someone
learns, the more life he has. The more someone
sits and learns, the more wisdom he has. The more
advice someone receives from Torah scholars,
the more he understands things on his own. The
more charity someone gives, the more blessings
of peace he causes. Someone who has acquired a
good reputation has acquired something good for
himself only in this world. However, someone who
has acquired for himself Torah knowledge has
acquired for himself everlasting life in the World
to Come.

8 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai received and
learned Torah from Hillel and Shammai. He would
often say: If you have learned a lot of Torah, do
not take credit for yourself, because you have only
done that which you were created to do.

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Two ‘ 450

PRY  Dip1 Damm
PR NPRY YTNYR, DYIR

NAX N3%3 AR RN AR
MR 0P 73D YV DRV
/PDVX NDVRT DV :AY

PRIV’ 270N 7i0)

7127 MR 77 NI
n37m 7R 73Mm Y1
137m,7IRT 72710 D°02)
1370 ,0°0Y) 1370 0°Y)
113270 ,7R1 727 NINdY
137 513 737 V7Y
73290 ,0°°0 7370 77N
1370 ,7001 1270 AY?
137,110 737 A%D
P .0i1%Y 13m AR
MR NXD? 7P 270 DY
»1 9% 73R 77N AT Y

X273 DYV

23p *R31 13 PNP 137 ¢
0 RITORDYM YHnn
7R pTRY DR MR
120 prmn SX N30

1% 927 73 ,N3D?

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020

www.LivingLessons.com



451 | & Gpier Two

9 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai had five
special students. They were: Rabbi Eliezer
ben Horkenus, Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Chananya, Rabbi Yosei the Kohen, Rabbi
Shimon ben Netanel, and Rabbi Elazar ben
Arach. He used to list their praiseworthy
qualities as follows: Rabbi Eliezer ben
Horkenus is like a cemented tank that does
not lose a drop of water, because he does
not forget anything. Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Chananya—his mother is fortunate that she
gave birth to such a son! Rabbi Yosei the
Kohen is a chassid—he does more than the
law requires. Rabbi Shimon ben Netanel
is a person who fears sin. Rabbi Elazar ben
Arach is like a fountain that flows with ever-
increasing strength, because he always adds
to his wisdom. Rabban Yochanan would
often say: If all the wisdom of the Sages of
the Jewish Nation would be on one side of
a scale, and the knowledge of Rabbi Eliezer
ben Horkenus would be on the other side,
his knowledge would outweigh all of theirs.2
Abba Shaul says a different version of this
statement in Rabban Yochanan’s name: If all
the wisdom of the Sages of the Jewish Nation
would be on one side of a scale, including
the wisdom of Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenus,
and the wisdom of Rabbi Elazar ben Arach
would be on the other side, his wisdom
would outweigh all of theirs.
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1 Everyone is born with great
potential, but it requires hard work to
actualize it. Rabbi Yehoshua didn’t
let anything remain in potential; he
used all of his potential from birth to
the fullest extent. The Rebbe

2 Even though Abba Shaul was
blessed with a great memory, he
says that Rabbi Elazar—who was
always expanding his knowledge
(not just remembering it)—was
greater. This teaches us not to be

satisfied with only doing what we
are naturally good at. We must strive
to develop qualities that are not yet
part of our nature. The Rebbe
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10 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said to his
students: Go out and see which is the good way
to which a person should adhere—what is the best
thing that a person should strive to have in his life?
The students came back with various answers.
Rabbi Eliezer says: Looking at everything with a
good eye—being generous and happy for others.
Rabbi Yehoshua says: Being a good friend to help
and advise people. Rabbi Yosei says: Being a good
neighbor to positively influence your surroundings.
Rabbi Shimon says: Seeing and anticipating the
results of events and actions before they occur.
Rabbi Elazar says: Having a good heart—having
kind and positive feelings toward others. Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai then said to them: I prefer
what Elazar ben Arach said to what the rest of
you said, because what he said—having kind and
positive feelings toward others—includes all the
other good qualities that you mentioned, because
it leads to them. He also said to them: Go out and
see which path is the bad path from which a person
should keep far away. Rabbi Eliezer says: Looking
at everything with a bad eye—being stingy and
jealous of others. Rabbi Yehoshua says: Being a bad
friend. Rabbi Yosei says: Being a bad neighbor.
Rabbi Shimon says: Being a person who does not
realize that he will be unable to repay a loan, and so
he borrows and does not pay back. Someone who
borrows from a person and does not pay it back is

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Two ‘ 452
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1 The mishnah says “sees” instead
of “understands,” because even
when you understand negative
consequences, you can always
justify them. Seeing, however,
affects you to the very core. Nothing
will convince you otherwise.
The Rebbe

Alternatively, “One who sees that
whichis born.” This means that we

must look at all of creation and see
how came to be—see how it was
“born.” We must keep in mind that
God is the source of everything, and
that He constantly recreates the
entire universe. Remembering this
will certainly keep us away from sin.
The Rebbe

2 The mishnah is expounding
upon the commandment to “Love

your fellow as yourself” You love
yourself because you consider
yourself important and not merely
because you were commanded to.
The same should apply to your love
for others. It should be dear and
genuine to you, and not something
that feels imposed upon you.
The Rebbe
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like someone borrowing from God. As it says in
Psalms: A wicked person borrows and does not pay
back, but God, Who is righteous, acts graciously
and gives the lender back his money. Now the
borrower owes it to God. Rabbi Elazar says: Having
a bad heart—negative feelings toward others.
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai then said to them: I
prefer what Elazar ben Arach said to what the rest
of you said, because what he said—having negative
feelings toward others—includes all the other bad
qualities that you mentioned, because it leads to
them. Each of these five Sages said three things.
Rabbi Eliezer says: Your friend’s honor should be
as dear to you as your own honor, so do not become
angry easily when he does something wrong, just as
you would be patient with yourself. Repent one day
before you die. Since you do not know which day
will be your last, repent every day. Warm yourself
next to the fire of Torah scholars—keep in close
contact with them—but be careful not to become too
casual and friendly with them, because you might
act disrespectfully and be “burned by their coals”—
be punished; because their bite is like the bite of a
fox, their sting is like the sting of a scorpion, their
hiss is like the hiss of a snake, and all their words
are like burning coals.

11 Rabbi Yehoshua says: Having a bad—stingy and
jealous—eye, fulfilling the temptations of the evil
inclination, and hating people for no reason, can
destroy a person’s life and drive him from the world.

12 Rabbi Yosei says: Your friend’s money should
be as dear to you as your own money.2 Prepare
yourself to work very hard for Torah learning,
because it does not come to you easily and
automatically, like an inheritance. All your actions,
including your mundane activities such as eating
and sleeping, should be done for the sake of being
able to serve God.
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13 Rabbi Shimon says: Be very careful about
reading the Shema and praying at the proper
time. When you pray, do not make your
prayer something you do out of habit; rather,
make it a heartfelt plea and a request for
mercy before God,» Who is merciful and kind.
As it says in the book of Joel: God is gracious
and merciful; He is slow to anger and has
a lot of kindness, and He is lenient with
punishments. Do not consider yourself to be
wicked, because that can cause you to stop
caring about sins, or make you depressed.

14 Rabbi Elazar says: Work hard to learn
Torah. Know what to answer someone who
mocks or does not believe in the Jewish
beliefs. Know before Whom you are working
and know Who your Boss is, Who will pay
you the reward for your work.

15 Rabbi Tarfon says: The day is short, and
time is very limited; there is a lot of work
to be done in Torah learning and serving
God. The workers are lazy and could really
achieve more if they put in extra effort.2 The
reward for this work is great, and God, the
Master, is pushing the workers, eager for
them to achieve more.

16 Rabbi Tarfon would often say: Although
there is so much to be done, do not be
discouraged because it is not required of you
to complete all the work. You are required,
however, to do as much as you possibly can,
and you are not free to stop trying. If you
have learned a lot of Torah, God will give
you a lot of reward; your Boss is trusted to
pay you the reward for your work, but know
that the righteous receive their reward in
the World to Come.
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%27 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.
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CHAPTER THREE

93 All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of
the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they
will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never
be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize that they
are the branch of My planting and the work of My hands,
in which I, God, take pride.

1 Akavyaben Mahalalel says: Lookatand consider
these three things at all times,3 and you will not
come to commit a sin: Know where you came
from, where you are going, and before Whom
you will eventually have to give justification and
a detailed report of everything you did during
your lifetime. The mishnah explains: Where did
you come from? The body begins growing from a
spoiled drop of fluid in the mother’s womb. Where
are you going? You will eventually die and go to
a grave, a place that is full of dust, worms, and
maggots. Before Whom will you give a detailed
report? Before the supreme King of all kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He.
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1 Alternatively, “Don’t make your
own prayer primary.” Whenever
a Jew suffers, the Divine
Presence also suffers. Rather
than focusing primarily on your
own concerns, pray for mercy on
behalf of the Divine Presence,
which is suffering with vyou.
Ba’al Shem Tov

2 This mishnah even provides a
lesson for someone who is fully
utilizing his time, doing his work,
and is not lazy. The only thing
such a person is missing is not
forcing himself to go beyond his
natural limits. To stretch one’s limit
is called “much work,” and the
“workers are lazy” in this regard.
The Rebbe

3 By looking at “three things” you
will not do a sin. In addition to the
two obvious components of your
life—God and yourself—there is
a third component: a world that
must be elevated. Your soul came
down to this world for a purpose—
to reveal God’s holiness iniit. If you
keep this in mind, you will not come
to sin. The Rebbe
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2 Rabbi Chanina, the head assistant of the High
Priest, says: Pray for the well-being and success
of the government, because if not for fear of
government, people would swallow each other
alive. Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon says: If two
people sit together and no words of Torah are
discussed between them, it is considered to be
a gathering of jokers, and God does not dwell
there. As it says in Psalms: A righteous person
does not sit among a gathering of jokers. But if
two people sit together and words of Torah are
discussed between them, the Divine Presence
rests amongst them, as it says in Malachi: Then
the people who fear the Lord spoke words of
Torah one to another, and God paid attention
and heard, and their words were written in a
book of remembrance before Him, in order to
reward those who fear the Lord and think about
His Name—His Torah. From this verse we know
only that the Divine Presence rests among two
people who discuss Torah. From where do we
know that if even one person sits by himself
and occupies himself with Torah the Holy One,
blessed be He, sets a reward for him? From a
verse in Lamentations, where it says: Let him
sit alone and study Torah quietly, because for
doing so he can take a reward for himself.

3 Rabbi Shimon says: If three people ate
together at the same table? and did not speak
words of Torah upon it, it is as if they ate from
sacrifices offered to idols that are made of dead,
physical material. As it says in Isaiah: If a meal
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1 Words of Torah must be discussed
“between them,” and not just kept
to yourself. The Divine Presence
does not rest among people who
lack the humility to learn with
others. The Rebbe

2 The mishnah specifies “one*
table to hint to us that discussing
Torah at a meal elevates something
that is seemingly separate from God
(the food) and makes it “one” with
him. The Rebbe

3 Torah study should be an
enjoyable experience, but there are
times when a person feels that he is
too busy for it. At these times one
must remember that Torah study is
also an obligation. The Rebbe
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consists only of physical pleasure, and there is
no mention of God, then all the tables are filled
with vomit and waste. But if three people ate
at the same table and spoke words of Torah
upon it, it is as if they ate from God’s table, as
it says in Ezekiel regarding the Golden Table in
the Holy Temple, “And he said to me, ‘This is
the table that is before the Lord’ ” Any table
upon which words of God’s Torah are spoken is
considered God’s table.

4 Rabbi Chanina ben Chachinai says: One who
stays awake at night or one who travels alone on
a road, and turns his heart to worthless things
instead of thinking about Torah, is responsible
for anything bad that happens to him, because
studying Torah would have helped protect him
from danger.

5 Rabbi Nechunya ben Hakanah says: Whoever
accepts upon himself the yoke of learning and
supporting Torah,3 God removes the yoke and
oppression of government and the yoke and
worry of worldly affairs from him. Whoever
removes the yoke of Torah from himself, God
places the yoke of government and the yoke of
worldly affairs upon him.

6 Rabbi Chalafta ben Dosa from Kfar Chananya
says: If ten people sit and are involved in Torah
learning, the Divine Presence rests among
them. As it says in Psalms: God stands in the
congregation of God. The Divine Presence rests
among ten people—a congregation—when they
learn Torah. From where do we know that the
Divine Presence rests even among five people
who learn Torah together? From a verse in Amot,
where it says: God established His bundle on
the earth and He rests upon it. A bundle, carried
with the five fingers of the hand, corresponds to
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five people who learn Torah together. From where
do we know that the Divine Presence rests even
among three people who learn Torah together?
From a verse in Psalms, where it says: God sits
among the three judges of a court and makes His
own judgment. From where do we know that the
Divine Presence rests even upon two people who
learn Torah together? From a verse in Malachi,
where it says: Then the people who fear the Lord
spoke to each other, and the Lord paid attention
and heard. From where do we know that the Divine
Presence rests upon even one person who learns
Torah? From the Torah, where it says: In any place
where I have given you permission to mention My
name—if you mention it, I will come to you and
bless you.

7 Rabbi Elazar of Bartota says: When you serve God,
give Him from what comes from Him—for example,
serve Him by spending money on commandments
or giving generously to charity, because you, and
everything that you own, really belong to Him.!
That is what King David says: Everything comes
from You, God, and everything that we give You
is originally from Your hand. Rabbi Yaakov says:
Someone who walks in the street and studies Torah
by heart and interrupts his study—even to admire
God’s beautiful world and say, “How beautiful is
this tree! How beautiful is this plowed field!”2—is
considered by the Torah as if he has committed a
sin for which he would deserve to lose his life.3
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1 Give charity with humility, because

the ego. One who interrupts his  he is

disconnecting himself

even your ability to choose whether
or not to give (“you”) is a gift from
God. The Rebbe

2 Alternatively, “One who interrupts
because of his learning.” Part
of serving God is eliminating

learning because of his learning—
in order to look back and admire
his academic accomplishments—is
considered to have transgressed a
capital sin, because by undermining
the true purpose of Torah study,

from God, the source of life.
The Maggid of Mezritch

3 Torah is the source of life for a
Jew. When one forgets his learning,
it’s like losing a life. The Rebbe
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8 Rabbi Dostai bar Yannai said in the name
of Rabbi Meir: Whoever forgets even one
thing of his Torah learning because he did
not review it is considered by the Torah
as if he has committed a sin for which he
would lose his life, as it says in the Torah:
But be careful and guard your life very
much in case you forget what your eyes
saw at Mount Sinai—the giving of the Torah.
You could think that this applies even if he
forgot what he learned because it was too
difficult for him to remember it, therefore the
Torah says, “In case the words of Torah are
removed from your heart throughout all the
days of your life” to teach us—that he is not
considered to have committed a sin for which
he would lose his life unless he knowingly
removes what he learned from his mind by
sitting around and not reviewing.

9 Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa says: Anyone
whose fear of sin4 takes priority over his
wisdom, his wisdom will last. But anyone
whose wisdom takes priority over his fear
of sin, his wisdom will not last.

10 Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa would often
say: Anyone whose good deeds exceed his
wisdom,5 his wisdom will last. But anyone
whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, his
wisdom will not last. Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa would often say: Anyone who people
find to be pleasant, God also finds to be
pleasant, because, by being pleasant, he

4 Fear of sin also refers to prayer,
which instills the humility and
fear of God that is necessary
to make one’s studies endure.
The Rebbe

5 Wisdom refers to serving God
based on understanding. Deeds
refer to obediently serving God
whether understood or not.
Deeds are the “roots,” since they
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come from a much deeper level
of the soul, namely, its source.
Understanding only comes from
the lower levels of the soul.
The Previous Rebbe
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sanctifies God’s Name. But anyone who people
do not find to be pleasant, God does not find
to be pleasant either, because he desecrates
God’s Name. Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas says:
Sleeping in the late morning, drinking wine in
the middle of the day, childish conversations,
and sitting in places where ignorant people
gather—remove a person from having a

fulfilled life in the world.

11 Rabbi Elazar of Modi’in says: Someone
who disgraces holy things, someone who
disrespects the festivals, someone who
embarrasses his friend in public, someone
who nullifies the covenant of Abraham our
forefather by not having a circumcision,
and someone who explains Torah not
according to its correct meaning—even if
one of these people has learned much Torah
and performed many good deeds,* he has no
part in the World to Come unless he repents
for his actions.

12 Rabbi Yishmael says: Give in easily
to an important person, be pleasant
to a younger person, and greet every
person cheerfully.?
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1 The mishnah speaks of a person
whose Torah and good deeds are
merely “in his hand”—they have
not become one with him. Had
they truly permeated him, he
would never have been capable
of committing such sins. The Rebbe

2 The mishnah stresses that you
must greet every person cheerfully,
whether old and wise or young and
ignorant. This must be done with

sincere joy, not just politeness.
The Rebbe

3 The fact that God has told us how
special we are is itself a great gift
for us. Just as one must know his
faults in order to rectify them, so
must we be aware of our special
qualities so that we may live up to
our great potential. The Rebbe

4 The world was created so that
the Jewish Nation could make a

dwelling place for God. The Torah is
the “tool” that enables us to create
that dwelling place. The Rebbe

5 When we fulfilla commandment,
we draw down God'’s holiness into
the world. Therefore, the more
commandment-acts performed,
the better. For example, itis better
to give small amounts of tzedakah
multiple times than to give a large
amount all at once. The Rebbe
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13 Rabbi Akiva says: Laughter and silliness
accustom a person to immorality. Our tradition—
the Oral Torah—is a fence around the Written
Torah, protecting it from misinterpretation. The
various types of tithes that we are commanded to
give are a fence for riches because they increase
and protect a person’s wealth. Vows to refrain from
certain permitted things can be a fence to separate
ourselves from forbidden things. The fence for
wisdom is silence because being silent allows us to
listen and gain wisdom from others.

14 Rabbi Akiva would often say: Man is loved by
God because he was created in His image, and
the fact that it was made known to man that he
was created in the image of God shows an even
greater love. It was made known to man as it says
in the Torah: Because in the image of God He
(God) created man. The Children of Israel are
loved by God because they are called children of
God, and the fact that it was made known to them
that they are called children of God shows an
even greater love.3 It was made known to them, as
it says in the Torah: You are children of the Lord,
your God. The Children of Israel are loved by God
because a precious item was given to them,4 and
the fact that it was made known to them that a
precious item was given to them shows an even
greater love. It was made known to them as it says
in Proverbs: I have given you a good teaching; do
not turn away from My Torah.

15 Rabbi Akiva said: Everything that happens
in the world is seen beforehand by God, yet the
choice to do good or bad is given to people. The
world is judged by God in a good and kind way,
but everything depends on the amount of good
deeds—the more good deeds one does, the more

kindly he will be judged by God.5
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16 Rabbi Akiva would often say: Everything that a
person owns in the world is given to him by God
on condition that it will be used for its correct
purpose. A net is spread over all living things—they
are unable to escape God’s judgment. The world
is like a shop that is open for anyone to take what
he wants. The Shopkeeper—God—offers credit
and is willing to wait for people to repay Him with
repentance. The record book is open to record
everyone’s actions, and the hand writes everything
that happens. Whoever wants to borrow from God
and “owe” Him repentance is free to borrow, but
every “debt” must eventually be repaid through
repentance. The collectors go around often each
day; God collects payment from each person for his
“debts” in many ways, whether the person realizes
it or not! The collectors have something to rely
on—the record book that records everyone’s actions.
The judgment is a judgment of truth. God judges
people fairly. Everything is prepared for the feast
of the World to Come, when all people will receive
what they deserve.

17 Rabbi Elazar Ben Azaryah says: If a person
does not learn Torah, he cannot have proper social
conduect, because social conduct is learned from
the Torah. If a person has no social conduct, the
Torah he learns cannot be properly absorbed. If
a person has no wisdom, he cannot properly fear
God. If a person does not fear God, his wisdom will
not last. If a person has no knowledge, he cannot
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1 You decide your own judgment.
You are presented with a scenario
of another Jew, who did exactly
what you did, and your judgment
of that person is applied to you.
You judged yourself knowingly by
judging the act, yet unknowingly,
because you weren’t aware that

the judgment was meant for you!

Ba’al Shem Tov

2 The letters of the word nnp
stand for o'mon o np, which
means, “Take the rebuke (lessons)
of sages” By paying attention to
Torah scholars, we come to fear
God, which enables us to learn

Torah properly. The Previous Rebbe

3 The laws of bird offerings and
niddah that are mentioned here
are uncommon cases involving
doubtful circumstances. Even
these laws should be learned with
the same enthusiasm as practical,
daily-occurring matters. The Rebbe
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4o AT
have deep understanding. If a person has no
deep understanding, he cannot gain a lot of
knowledge. If a person has no food to eat, he
cannot study Torah.2 If a person does not study
Torah, there is no point in having food. Rabbi
Elazar Ben Azaryah would often say: Anyone
whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, to
what is he compared? To a tree that has many
branches but only a few roots; a wind comes
and uproots it, and turns it upside down. As
it says in Jeremiah: He will be like a lone tree
on dry, windy land, and will not survive to see
when the good rain will come; it will dwell
dried out in the desert, on a salty land where
nobody lives. But anyone whose good deeds
exceed his wisdom, to what is he compared?
To a tree that has only a few branches but
many roots—even if all the winds in the world
come and blow against it, they do not move it
from its place. As it says in Jeremiah: He will
be like a tree planted next to water, which will
spread its roots toward the stream; it will not
notice when the heat comes, and its leaves will
always be fresh. In a year of drought it will not
worry, and it will not stop producing fruits.

18 Rabbi Eliezer (ben) Chisma says: The
mathematical calculations to determine what to
do when bird offerings become mixed up and
unidentifiable, and mathematical calculations
to determine when the laws of niddah begin,
are actually part of the Torah.3 They are laws
of the Torah, but the mathematical calculations
of astronomy and numerical values only add
flavor to a person’s wisdom and should only be
studied after one is filled with Torah knowledge.
%27 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel

have many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance
of Torah and commandments, so that they would have
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many opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.

CHAPTER FOUR

93 All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to
Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of the
Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they will all
inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never be exiled from
it again. Everyone will recognize that they are the branch of My
planting and the work of My hands, in which I, God, take pride.

1 Ben Zoma says: Who is truly wise? Someone who
learns from every person. As it says in Psalms: I
have gained wisdom from all my teachers, because
God’s testimonies, the Torah, is my only concern
and conversation—so [ will learn from anyone who
can teach me something® Who is truly strong?
Someone who conquers his inclination.? As it says
in Proverbs: Someone who can control himself and
is slow to get angry is better than someone who is
physically strong, and someone who controls his
feelings is better than someone who conquers a city.
Who is truly rich? Someone who is happy with his
portion. As it says in Psalms: When you are satisfied
to eat food bought with money earned by the work
of your hands, and don’t seek more than you have,
you are fortunate and it will be good for you. The
words “you are fortunate” refer to good fortune in
this world, and the words “it will be good for you”
refer to goodness in the World to Come. Who is truly
honored? Someone who honors other people. As
God says: To those who honor Me by honoring My
creations, I will cause honor. And those who ridicule
Me by disrespecting My creations, will be shamed.
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1 Alternatively, “Your witnesses
speak to me.” Every Jewish soul
is a “witness” who can testify that
God created the universe. When

we consider our fellow Jews in this
light, we will learn valuable lessons
from them. All Jews, regardless of
their apparent spiritual standing or

level of knowledge, will “speak to
us.” The Rebbe
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2 Ben Azzai says: Run3to do even an easy, small
commandment and run away from any sin,
because one commandment, no matter how
small, brings about another commandment,
and one sin brings about another sin. For the
reward for a commandment is the opportunity
to do another commandment,4 and the result
of a sin is the possibility of doing another sin.

3 Ben Azzai would often say: Do not treat
anyone with disrespect, and do not reject
anything as valueless, because there is no man
who does not have his hour when he is needed,
and there is nothing that does not have its
valuable place and purpose in the world.

4 Rabbi Levitas of Yavneh says: Be very, very
humble, because although a person’s soul lives
forever, the expected end for his body—that
which causes arrogance—is in the grave, with
worms. Rabbi Yochanan ben Berokah says:
Whoever desecrates and brings dishonor to
God’s Name, even in a private, small group,
will be punished for it in public. In regards to
desecrating God’s Name, it makes no difference
whether it was done by mistake or on purpose,
because either way, God’s Name was dishonored.

5 Rabbi Yishmael bar Rabbi Yosei says: Someone
who learns Torah in order to teach it to others is
given the opportunity to both learn it and teach
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2 The “inclination” mentioned here
is not just the evil inclination but
also the natural inclination. A truly
strong person is able to overcome
his nature. For example, a father
who loves his child can still punish
him when necessary. In doing so
he is overcoming his natural, kind
inclination, in order to educate his

child properly. The Rebbe

3 In addition to physically running
to perform a commandment, the
mishnah is also describing the
feeling you should have toward
every commandment. You run
toward things that you are excited
about. Every commandment, even
a seemingly small one, should be

fulfilled with joy and enthusiasm,
because it is God’s will. The Rebbe

4 The word maxn is related to the
phrase m2'm xnny, which means
“connection.” The result and reward
for doing a commandment is that
we become connected to God.
The Rebbe
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it. Someone who learns Torah in order to fulfill
what he has learned is given the opportunity to
learn Torah, teach it, guard himself from sin, and
do what the Torah says. Rabbi Tzadok says: Do
not separate yourself from the community.® If
you are judging a case, do not act as a lawyer by
giving advice to those being judged. Do not make
the Torah like a ecrown—do not use it to make
yourself great, and do not use it to earn money
as a woodchopper uses an axe to earn a living by
chopping wood. This is what Hillel would often
say: Someone who uses the crown of Torah for his
own benefit will be destroyed. You have learned
from these words of Hillel that whoever seeks
personal benefit from the words of Torah removes
his life of reward from the World to Come.

6 Rabbi Yosei says: Whoever brings honor to
the Torah is himself honored by other people.
Whoever brings disgrace to the Torah is
himself disgraced by other people.

7 Rabbi Yishmael, the son of Rabbi Yosei, says:
A judge who holds himself back from making a
judgment and instead works out a compromise,
removes hatred from himself—because both
sides involved in the case are satisfied, he avoids
accidentally causing theft through an incorrect
ruling, and avoids causing an unnecessary or
false promise that might have been made had
it proceeded to court. Someone who is too self-
confident when issuing a ruling, is a fool and a
wicked, arrogant person.

1 This is a general rule, not
exclusive to Torah and Jewish
life. All community customs
should be kept by everyone.
The Rebbe

2 When we judge ourselves and our
Divine service, we should not do so
alone, because our self-love might
prevent us from making an honest
judgment. We should allow a friend
to advise us and guide us. The Rebbe
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3 One who learns Torah while
considering himself “poor” in
knowledge will ultimately learn
Torah out of “wealth”—his humility
will lead him to succeed in his
studies. The Rebbe
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8 Rabbi Yishmael would often say: Do not
judge alone,2 because there are none who
can judge alone besides the one God. Even
if you consider yourself greater than the
other judges, do not say to them, “Accept my
opinion.” They are the majority, so they are
allowed to say that to you, but you may not
say that to them.

9 Rabbi Yonatan says: Whoever fulfills
the Torah even when he is poor3 will end
up fulfilling the Torah when he is rich. But
whoever neglects Torah learning when he is
rich will end up neglecting it when he is poor.

10 Rabbi Meir says: Minimize your business
activities and occupy yourself with Torah
learning. Be humble before every person.4 If
you neglect Torah learning due to business
matters, you will find many other excuses
to neglect Torah learning. Whereas if you
work very hard to learn Torah despite any
difficulties, there is much reward to be given
to you.

11 Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: Someone
who does one commandment gets one
supporting angel for himself, who will speak
good about him to God, and someone who
transgresses one sin gets one accusing
angel for himself, who will tell God about the
sin. Repentance and good deeds5 protect
against punishments. Rabbi Yochanan the
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4 Some people occupy themselves
only with Torah, and others
engage in business. Each type
has its advantages in serving God.
A businessman who learns a lot
might feel greater than both types,
because he has both advantages.

Such a person must be especially
careful to feel humble before
everyone—Torah scholars and
business people alike. The Rebbe

5 A commandment that was
performed correctly but without

any intention is like a gem covered
in dust—the gem is perfect,
but it does not shine. Through
repentance, a person can transform
a previously “dull” deed into o’yvn
oaiv—a “good” and bright deed.
The Alter Rebbe
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Sandlar says: Any gathering that is held for the
sake of Heaven will have a lasting effect, but any
gathering that is not held for the sake of Heaven
will not have a lasting effect.

12 Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says: Your student’s
honor should be as dear to you as your own
honor, your friend’s honor should be treated with
the same importance as the awe and respect you
have for your teacher, and the awe and respect
you have for your teacher should be as great as
the awe and respect you have for God in heaven.

13 Rabbi Yehudah says: Be careful to learn and
teach Torah correctly, because if your incorrect
learning? causes the unintentional transgression
of a sin, it will be considered intentional. Rabbi
Shimon says: Respect those who possess any
of these three crowns: the crown of Torah,?
possessed by Torah scholars, the crown of
priesthood, possessed by Kohanim, and the
crown of kingship, possessed by kings. However,
there is another crown of respect—the crown of
having a good name and reputation—which is
higher and greater than the other three.

14 Rabbi Nehorai says: If there are no other Torah
learners where you live, exile yourself to a place
of Torah learning. Do not say that you will remain
and wait for other Torah learners to follow you,
because it is vital to have fellow Torah learners
nearby with whom to discuss your studies, as only
they will establish Torah within you. Do not rely
on your own understanding.3
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“fourth” crown because it is notin

1 The term mnbn nv is specifically
referring to the study of the
Talmud, i.e. Gemara. Since Gemara
demands independent thinking
and comparing etc. (in contrast
to the study of Chumash or even

Mishnah), which is where you
are most likely to make an error.
The Rebbe

2 The mishnah doesn’t count
the “crown of a good name” as a

addition to the other three, but
rather an integral part of them. As
long as one lacks a good name,
his other three crowns will remain
incomplete. The Rebbe
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15 Rabbi Yannai says: We are unable to
understand neither the reason why wicked
people have peace nor the reason for the
suffering of righteous people. Rabbi Matya
ben Charash says: Be the first to greet
everyone, and do not wait for them to greet
you. Better be a tail—a humble follower—of
lions—great people, and do not be a leader of
foxes—low people.

16 Rabbi Yaakov says: This world is like an
entrance lobby before the World to Come.
Prepare yourself in the entrance lobby by
keeping God’s commandments, so that you may
enter the banquet hall—the World to Come.

17 Rabbi Yaakov would often say: One hour
of repentance and good deeds in this world is
better than all the life of the World to Come,
because in the World to Come one is no longer
able to repent and good deeds. However, one
hour of pleasure in the World to Come is
better than all the life of this world,4 because
one cannot enjoy God’s presence in this world
as much as in the World to Come.

18 Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Do not try to
calm your friend as soon as he becomes angry,
because you might only make him angrier.
Do not comfort him while his dead relative is
still lying before him, because he cannot be
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3 The mishnah can also be referring
to someone who is already learned
in Torah and only needs Torah
scholars to “lean” on, not for constant
support. Even such a person should
be careful to lean on the advice of
Torah scholars, and not rely on his
own understanding. The Rebbe

4 Both this world and the World
to Come have advantages over
each other. This world has the
advantage of the opportunity to
perform God’s commandments,
thereby connecting to His Essence.
The disadvantage is that you can’t
feel the connection in this physical

world. The World to Come has
the advantage of feeling and
enjoying (mn mip) God’s radiance.
The disadvantage is that it’s a
lower level, not God’s essence.
The Alter Rebbe
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comforted at that time. Do not ask him, as soon as
he makes a promise, if he will fulfill it without any
conditions, because if he says yes, he will have to
keep to his word and may later regret the decision.
Do not try to see him when he is disgraced,
because he is too embarrassed to see anyone.

19 Shmuel Hakatan says: Do not be happy when
your enemy falls,! and do not let your heart
rejoice when he stumbles, in case the Lord sees
your happiness, and it is bad in His eyes, and He
will then turn His anger away from your enemy
and toward you.

20 Elisha ben Avuyah says: Someone who learns
Torah as a child—to what is he compared? To
ink written on fresh paper, which will not fade.
Similarly, one does not forget the Torah he learned
as a child. Whereas someone who only studies
Torah as an old person—to what is he compared?
To ink written on worn out paper, which fades
easily. Similarly, one more easily forgets what he
studies in old age. Rabbi Yosei bar Yehudah of
Kfar Habavli says: Someone who learns Torah
from young people—to what is he compared?
To someone who eats unripe grapes and drinks
wine from its container before it is ready, since
he learns from a young person, whose mind is not
fully developed. Someone who learns Torah from
old people—to what is he compared? To someone
who eatsripe grapes and drinks aged wine. Rabbi
Meir, however, says: Do not judge a wine (teacher)
by looking at its container (physical age). Rather,
judge it by what (knowledge) is inside it; there
can be a new vessel (young teacher) filled with
good, aged wine (knowledge),2 and there can be
an old (teacher) that contains nothing, not even
new wine (knowledge).
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21 Rabbi Elazar Hakapar says: Jealousy, desire for
pleasure, and the pursuit of honor lead to evil and
will therefore remove a person from the World to
Come, and also prevent him from enjoying his life in
the world, because he will never feel satisfied.

22 Rabbi Elazar Hakapar would often say: Those
who are born will eventually die, those who are
dead will be eventually brought back to life,
and even those who are brought back to life will
be judged by God on the Day of Judgment. This
happens in order for people to know, to let others
know, and to make it known throughout the world
that God is God, He is the Maker of the universe,
He is the Creator of the universe, He is the One
Who understands everything, He is the Judge
Who decides what happens in this world, He is the
Witness to every action, He is the Plaintiff Who
was wronged and demands the trial, and He will
judge in the future, in the World to Come. He is
blessed, because there is no injustice before Him,
there is no forgetfulness, no favoritism, and no
bribery,3 so every verdict is correct and fair. Know
that all of God’s rewards and punishments are given
according to the account that He has kept. Do not
let your evil inclination assure you that once you
die, your grave will be a place of safety for you to
avoid judgment, because just as you were forced
to be formed—without your agreement, and you
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1 This does not merely refer to
a personal enemy, but even to
an enemy of Judaism itself—one
who fights against the Torah and
its commandments. Even at the
downfall of such a person, we
are not to rejoice. Perhaps we
could have done more to bring
him closer to the right path, which

would have prevented his downfall.
The Rebbe

2 Evenone whois relatively “new”
to the Torah and its commandments
has the ability to teach others what
he has learned, even if they are
already wise and “old.” Conversely,
one who is “old” and experienced
in the ways of Torah and its wisdom

must teach “new,” inexperienced
people to bring them closer to God.
The Rebbe

3 Sins sever a person’s connection
to God and can be fixed only
through repentance. Doing more
good deeds is great, but doesn’t
“bribe* God to forgive sins.
The Rebbe
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were forced to be born, and you are forced to
live, and you will be forced to die whenever
God decides, so too,! will you be forced to give
justification and a detailed report of everything
you did during your life to the supreme King of
all kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

°17 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.
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CHAPTER FIVE

9 All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to
Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of the
Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they will all
inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never be exiled from
it again. Everyone will recognize that they are the branch of My
planting and the work of My hands, in which I, God, take pride.

1 The world was created by God uttering ten
statements, instructing everything to exist.
What does this come to teach us?2 Couldn’t
the world have been created with just one
statement? The reason He created it with ten
statements was to take maximum payment from
the wicked,3 who destroy the valuable world
that was created by not one, but ten statements,
and to give the maximum good reward to the
righteous, who keep the valuable world—that
was created by not one, but ten statements—in
existence through their righteousness.
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1 While in heaven, the soul doesn’t
want to descend into this spiritually
barren world. it is therefore “forced
to be born” However, after it

realizes the great connection to
God that can only be accomplished
by fulfilling His commandments in
this world, it doesn’t want to leave.

God must therefore “force” it to
leave once its mission has been
completed. The Rebbe Rashab
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2 There were ten generations from Adam
to Noah. This shows us how great God’s
patience is: each of the generations made
Him increasingly angry, until He eventually
after ten generations brought the waters
of the flood upon them. There were ten
generations from Noah to Abraham. This
also shows how great God’s patience is: each
of the generations made Him increasingly
angry, until Abraham our forefather came
and received the rewards that they would
have received had they not angered God.

3 Our forefather Abraham was tested with
ten trials to see if he would remain faithful
to God, and he passed them all. This
shows how great the love of our forefather
Abraham for God was.4

4 Ten miracles were performed for our
ancestors in Egypt to save them from each
of the ten plagues,5 and ten miracles at the
Sea of Reeds to save them from each of the
ten plagues that affected the Egyptians.
The Holy One, blessed be He, brought ten
plagues upon the Egyptians in Egypt and
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2 You should always be looking
to learn lessons from everything
you see and hear. When you learn
something about the creation of
the entire world, your first question
should be: What lesson can | learn
from this? The Rebbe

3 The word pIpa? means to
collect payment. God isn’t mean,
and He didn’'t create the world
to punish “bad” people. God
created the world to be made
a holy place through the Torah

and its commandments. When a
person chooses the wrong path
and doesn’t fulfill that mission, he
owes God. The debt can be repaid
by repenting. The Rebbe

4 Abraham passed ten extremely
difficult tests. Since he is our father,
we inherit this ability to pass tests.
When you feel that you are being
tested, keep in mind that you are
a descendant of Abraham and
he empowers you to succeed!
The Rebbe

5 The Hebrew word for “miracle,” o3,
can also be translated as “raised.”
Under normal circumstances, the
Jewish Nation would have been
punished in Egypt because they
engaged in idolatry. Nevertheless,
when God brought each of the
ten plagues upon the Egyptians,
He “raised” the Jewish Nation
above the natural order of justice
so that they remained unaffected.
The Rebbe
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ten at the Sea of Reeds. Our ancestors tested
the patience of God, the Holy One, blessed be
He, in the desert with ten tests, as God says in
the Torah: They have tested Me these ten times
and they have not listened to My voice.

5 Ten miracles were done for our ancestors
in the Holy Temple: 1. No woman miscarried
because of cravings caused by the smell of the
roasting meat of the offerings. 2. The meat of
the offerings never became rotten. 3. No fly was
seen in the place where the offerings were cut
up. 4. Never did the High Priest become impure
on Yom Kippur. 5. The rains did not extinguish
the fire of the wood-pile on the altar. 6. The wind
did not succeed in disrupting the neat column
of smoke rising from the fire on the altar. 7. No
disqualifying issues were ever found with the
Omer offering on the second day of Pesach, with
the two loaves offered on Shavuot, or with the
Showbread baked each week. 8. When the people
in the Holy Temple stood, they were packed
together; yet when they bowed, they had plenty
of space.! 9. No snake or scorpion caused harm
in Jerusalem. 10. No one said to his friend, “The
space is too crowded for me to stay overnight
in Jerusalem.”

6 Ten miraculous things were created on
Friday, at twilight—at the end of the sixth day
of creation. They are: 1. The opening of the
earth that swallowed Korach and his followers;
2. the opening of the well that provided water
for the Jewish Nation in the desert; 3. the mouth
of Bilaam’s talking donkey; 4. the rainbow that
appeared after the Flood; 5. the Manna that the
Jewish Nation ate in the desert; 6. the stick that
Moses used to perform miracles; 7. the Shamir
worm that cut the stones used to build the Holy
Temple; 8. the written shape of the letters of the
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Hebrew alphabet; 9. the engraved writing of the
Tablets; 10. the first Tablets. Some say that the
grave of Moses and the ram that our forefather
Abraham offered at the Binding of Isaac instead
of Isaac were also created then, and some say
that the destructive spirits were also created
then, and even the first tongs. Because tongs are
needed to make other tongs,2 God created the
first pair, enabling man to create more.

7 There are seven things a foolish person does,
and seven things a wise person does. A wise
person 1. does not speak in front of someone
who is greater than him in wisdom or in years
of age; 2. does not interrupt his friend while he is
speaking; 3. does not rush to answer a question—
he thinks carefully first; 4. asks questions that are
relevant to the subject, and replies to the point;
5. speaks in an orderly and systematic manner,
dealing with matters of first priority first, and
the least important matters last; 6. says, “I have
not heard” when people ask him about things
he has not heard;3 7. and acknowledges the
truth when he is wrong, and does not continue
to justify his previous opinion. A foolish person
does the opposite of all these things.

8 Seven types of punishment come to the world
because of seven types of sins: 1. If some people
tithe and some do not tithe, a famine comes
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1 When people stand firm in their

positions and don’t listen to other
people’s point of view, there is no
room—each person feels squashed.
If people “bow,” however, and are
willing to bend and accommodate
others, there is plenty of room for
everyone. The Rebbe

2 The first tongs were not created to

be used as tongs; they were created
to make other tongs. Even though
they were only a preparation for
something else, they were created
along with the other important
items to stress that the preparations
for a commandment should be as
important as the commandment
itself. The Rebbe

3 A person can gain a new
or deeper understanding of
something every time he hears it.
Therefore, even if you have already
heard an idea, you may say that
you haven’t heard it yet in order to
gain a new insight or perspective.
The Rebbe Maharash
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caused by people not planting or harvesting due to
disrupting events, in which some people go hungry
and some are satisfied. 2. If they all decided not
to tithe, a famine of drought comes, and there will
not be enough rain. 3. If they also decided not to
separate challah when baking bread, a famine of
destruction comes, in which there is no rain, and
even rivers and lakes dry up. 4. Deadly plagues
come to the world when people commit sins that
according to Torah law require the death penalty
from God, and the Jewish court of law is not given
the responsibility to carry it out—God causes a
plague to do so instead. Plagues also come to the
world when the laws regarding produce grown
during the seventh (Sabbatical) year are neglected.
5. The sword of war comes to the world because
of the agony that judges cause when they delay
announcing a verdict; because of judges corrupting
a verdict; and because of people who interpret and
teach Torah matters not in accordance with the
Jewish law.!

9 6. Wild beasts come to the world because of
unnecessary oaths that people make and because
of people desecrating God’s Name. 7. Exile comes
to the world because of idol-worship,2 immorality,
murder, and for not letting the earth rest during
the Sabbatical year. At four periods during every
seven-year Sabbatical deadly plagues
increase: in the fourth year, in the seventh year,
in the year after the seventh year, and every year
after the end of the Festival of Sukkot. The plagues
increase at those specific periods for the following

cycle,

reasons: in the fourth year they increase because of
people not giving the tithe to the poor as required
in the preceding third year; in the seventh year,
they increase because of people not giving the
tithe to the poor as required in the preceding sixth
year; in the year after the seventh (Sabbatical) year,
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they increase because of people not keeping the
laws concerning produce of the preceding seventh
year; and every year, after the end of the Festival of
Sukkot, when the harvesting season has ended, they
increase because of people stealing from the poor
by withholding the harvest gifts that should have
been given to them.

10 There are four types among people: 1. Someone
who says, “There should not be any private
ownership; my property is yours, and your property
is mine” is an ignorant person. 2. Someone who
says, “My property is mine and your property is
yours”—this is a normal character. Some say that
it is the character of the city of Sedom, where it was
a crime to share things or give charity. 3. Someone
who says, “My property is yours and your property is
also yours” is a chassid,3 (devoted person), because
he goes beyond what the law requires by giving and
not expecting anything in return. 4. Someone who
says, “Your property is mine and my property is
mine” is wicked because he wants everything for
himself without giving anything in return.

11 There are four types of temperaments:4 1.
Someone who is easily angered and easily calmed—
his gain outweighs his loss because his anger
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1 The Torah contains certain
guidelines under which the sages
may deduce laws from it. A person
who abuses this privilege by
explaining the Torah in a way that
does not fit with these guidelines
has no portionin the World to Come.
The Rebbe

2 Literally, “foreign service”
Everything a Jew does must be
for the purpose of serving God.
We must avoid doing something

that is not for the service of God,

even if it is not a sin, because
it is considered “foreign” to
our true service and mission.
The Rebbe

3 Speech is as important as
action when it comes to giving
charity. Even a person who has
nothing to give to the poor but
comforts them with words, by
saying, “What’s mine is yours,” is
considered a chassid (devoted
person). On the other hand, one
who gives charity but embarrasses

the recipient by saying, “What’s
yours is mine” is considered wicked.
The Rebbe

4 The mishnah discusses four types
of “temperaments,” not four types
of conduct. While we are certainly
responsible to control our actions,
this mishnah is adding that we
must also work on improving our
natural tendencies and habits.
The Rebbe
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passes quickly. 2. Someone who is hard to anger and
hard to calm—his loss outweighs his gain because
he will remain angry. 3. Someone who is hard to
anger and easily calmed is a chassid (devoted
person). 4. Someone who is easily angered and hard
to calm is a wicked person.

12 There are four types of students: 1. Someone
who is quick to understand and quick to forget—his
loss outweighs his gain because he will remain with
nothing. 2. Someone who is slow to understand and
slow to forget—his gain outweighs his loss because
he will eventually have much knowledge. 3. Someone
who is quick to understand and slow to forget—
this person received a good portion from God.
4. Someone who is slow to understand and quick to
forget—this person received a bad portion.t

13 There are four types of people who give charity:
1. Someone who wants to give charity but does not
want others to give—such a person wishes bad for
others, because he does not want them to fulfill the
commandment of giving charity. 2. Someone who
wants others to give charity, but he himself does not
want to give—such a person wishes bad for himself,
because he will not fulfill the commandment of giving
charity. 3. Someone who wants to give charity and
wants others to give is a chassid (devoted person). 4.
Someone who does not want to give charity and does
not want others to give is a wicked person.
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1 The term “portion” implies

it was given to you as a gift from

trying, God will grant him success.

something that is given, not taken.
Someone who learns quickly and
remembers well may feel haughty.
The mishnah therefore warns, “It’s
a good portion”—it’s not something
you achieved on your own; rather,

God. Similarly, one who has a
hard time understanding what
he learns and forgets quickly
may feel guilty. The mishnah
therefore tells him that God gave
him this portion, and if he keeps

The Rebbe

2 The “funnel” does have
the following positive
aspect, however: he passes

everything learns on to others.
The Rebbe
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14 There are four types of people who go to the
House of Study: 1. Someone who goes to the
House of Study but does not learn—he still gets
a reward for going. 2. Someone who does learn
Torah at home but does not go to the House of
Study—he gets a reward for the learning he did.
3. Someone who goes to the House of Study
and does learn is a chassid (devoted person). 4.
Someone who does not go to the House of Study
and does not learn at home is a wicked person.

15 There are four types of students who sit in front
of Torah scholars—a sponge, a funnel,? a strainer,
and a sifter: 1. A sponge represents a student who
absorbs everything. 2. A funnel takes in something
from one end and spills it out from the other end.
This represents a student who listens to his teacher
but quickly forgets what he said. 3. A strainer lets
the wine flow through and traps the sediment.
This represents a student who forgets important
lessons but remembers less-important lessons. 4. A
sifter lets the flour-dust pass through and keeps
the fine flour. This represents a student who only
remembers important lessons.

16 Any love that depends on a specific thing will
cease when that thing ceases, and any love that
does not depend on any specific thing will never
cease. Whatis an example of alove that depended
on a specific thing? The love between Amnon
and Tamar. Amnon loved Tamar for her beauty.
What is an example of a love that did not depend
on any specific thing? The love between King
David and his close friend Jonathan. Jonathan
encouraged David to be king—even though that
prevented Jonathan from being king—because he
loved David.
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17 Any argument that is for the sake of God
in heaven—will have a lasting and meaningful
outcome.! But any argument that is for personal
reasons, and not for the sake of God in heaven, will
not have a lasting and meaningful outcome. What
is an example of an argument that was for the sake
of God in heaven? The argument between Hillel
and Shammai, who argued regarding laws, yet their
arguments were not personal; they cared only to
uncover the true Jewish Law. What is an example
of an argument that was not for the sake of God
in heaven? The argument of Korach and his entire
group with Moses, whose argument was based on a
desire to rebel against authority.

18 Anyone who tries to cause many people to
gain merit,2 God will ensure that no sin will come
through him. But anyone who tries to cause many
people to sin will not be given an opportunity
to repent easily.3 Moses is an example of the first
type; he had many merits himself, and he caused
many other people to have merits by teaching them
Torah and guiding them. In addition, because he
caused their merits, the merit of the many people
is credited to him, as it says in the Torah: Moses
fulfilled the righteous commandments of God,
and fulfilled His laws with the Children of Israel.
Yeravam ben Nevat is an example of the second
type; he sinned himself and caused many people
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1 How is it possible for both sides
of a Torah argument to stand, if
the Jewish law only follows one
opinion? The answer is that if
both sides are arguing for the
sake of Torah—to understand
the Divine will, and not to merely
prove themselves right—then one
side will eventually be accepted by
a clear majority and become the

accepted opinion. The minority
opinion-holders will then review
their understanding of the matter
and learn to accept the majority
opinion. When this occurs, it is
proof that the argument was “for
the sake of heaven.” The Rebbe

2 The gates of repentance are
always open. The mishnah does

not say that someone who causes
others to sin cannot repent;
rather, it says that he is not given
an opportunity to do so. Usually,
God helps people repent. For
someone who causes others to
sin, however, God does not provide
such help. Yet even such a person,
if he tries hard enough, can repent.
The Alter Rebbe
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to sin by convincing them to worship idols.
Because he caused their sins, the sins of the
many people are credited to him, as it says
in Kings: Yeravam was punished for the sins
that he did and for the sins that he caused
the Children of Israel to do.

19 Whoever has the following three traits4
behaves as a student of Abraham our
forefather,and whoever has three other traits
behaves as a student of the wicked Bilaam.
The students of Abraham our forefather
have: a good and generous eye—they are not
jealous and are happy for another’s success, a
humble spirit, and a modest soul—they avoid
unnecessary luxuries. The students of the
wicked Bilaam have: a bad and unsatisfied
eye—they are jealous of others and are not
satisfied with what they have, an arrogant
spirit, and a greedy soul. What is the
difference between the students of Abraham
our forefather and the students of the wicked
Bilaam? The students of Abraham our
forefather will eat and enjoy the benefits of
their good traits in this world, and they will
inherit the greatest part of their reward in the
World to Come. As it says in Proverbs: God
said: I will cause those who love Me to inherit
the World to Come, and I will also fill up their
storage places in this world. But the wicked
Bilaam’s students will inherit Gehinom and
go down into a pit of destruction, as it says
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3 The mishnah uses the present
tense of nam rather than past
tense na1 because even someone
who has not yet succeeded in
influencing people to do good

deeds, since he is trying, God
promises that he won’t come to sin.
The Rebbe

4 The mishnah says that someone

who possesses bad character traits
and feelings, even if he does not
act on them, is a student of Bilaam
until he works to improve them.
The Rebbe
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in Psalms: And You, God, will bring them down
to a pit of destruction. Men who are bloodthirsty
and liars do not live for even half the days of their
life. But I will trust in You.!

20 Yehudah ben Teima says: Be as bold as a
leopard,? and don’t be intimidated by people who
make fun of doing the right thing; be as light as
an eagle, and don'’t let laziness win over you; run
like a deer, showing your great enthusiasm; and
be as strong as a lion to overcome any obstacles—
to fulfill the will of your Father in Heaven.
Yehudah ben Teima would often say: A brazen,
arrogant person will go to Gehinom, whereas a
bashful, humble person will go to the Garden of
Eden. May it be Your will, Lord, our God and the
God of our fathers, that the Holy Temple should
be built quickly in our days and that You should
give us our portion in Your Torah.3

21 Ben Bag-Bag says: Delve into the Torah and
delve into it again—always try to uncover more
and understand deeper, because everything is
in it. With Torah you will see the truth. Learn
Torah forever, even as you grow old and worn out.
Never move away from it, because it connects
you to God, and you can have nothing better
than that. Ben Hei-Hei says: The reward for a
commandment is increased in proportion to the
amount of strain and hard work you experience
when fulfilling it.4

22 Yehudah ben Teima would often say: A five-
year-old is of the age to learn Chumash. A
ten-year-old is of the age to learn Mishnah.5
A thirteen-year-old is obligated to fulfll
commandments. A fifteen-year-old is of the age
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to learn Gemara. An eighteen-year-old is of the age
for marriage. A twenty-year-old is of the age to
pursue a livelihood. A thirty-year-old is of the age
of full strength. A forty-year-old is of the age for
understanding. A fifty-year-old is of the age to offer
advice. A sixty-year-old is of the age of maturity
and wisdom. A seventy-year-old is of a ripe old age.
An eighty-year-old is of the age that shows that he
has a strong and healthy body to survive to this age.
A ninety-year-old is of the age of becoming bent-
over. A hundred-year-old has lost the use of most
of his natural abilities and is therefore considered
dead; he is also removed and ceases to care about
the physical pursuits of this world, and recognizes
God’s presence in the world.

27 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One, blessed be
He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have many merits. He
therefore gave them an abundance of Torah and commandments,
so that they would have many opportunities to connect to God.
As it says in Isaiah: The Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing

the Jewish Nation’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great
and glorious.
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You can even

1 The end of the verse is quoted
in the mishnah even though it’s
not directly connected to its
teachings. The verse alludes to
the fact that even if there are
“students of Bilaam” in the world
who try to harm us, we must
declare that we trust in God.
The Rebbe

2 The mishnah connects each
positive trait to an animal. This
teaches that everything a person
sees or hears should be used as
a lesson in the service of God.

learn positive
character traits from an animal!
The Rebbe

3 The connection between the two
parts of this prayer is that when the
Redemption arrives and the Temple
is rebuilt, our only “portion” and
occupation will be learning Torah.
The Rebbe

4 God does not only value the
deed itself, but also the effort
and time that is put into it
Even if one feels that he didn’t

achieve anything noteworthy,
he is rewarded for his efforts.
The Rebbe

5 The mishnahis not only indicating
the age one should begin each of
these pursuits. At these ages one’s
entire essence and focus should
be on that pursuit. When a child
reaches the age of ten, what is
his essence? That he should be
learning mishnah! All his energy
and time should be focused on this.
The Rebbe
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CHAPTER SIX

93 All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption
of the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and
they will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will
never be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize
that they are the branch of My planting and the work of
My hands, in which I, God, take pride.

1 The Sages taught the following statements
in Hebrew, the language of the Mishnah.
Blessed is God, Who chose the Sages and
their teachings. Rabbi Meir says: Whoever
involves himself in Torah?! learning for its
own sake—because it is a commandment—
will merit many good things. Not only that,
but even the creation of the entire world is
worthwhile just for him. Some of the many
things he merits are: He is called a “friend”
and “beloved” of God. He loves God and
he loves God’s creations. He makes God
happy and he makes people happy.?2 The
Torah him with
humility and awe of God. It prepares him
to be righteous, dedicated to God, upright,
and trusted. It also distances him from sin

clothes and surrounds

and brings him close to merit. People enjoy
his good advice, wisdom, understanding,
and strength. As it says in Proverbs: Good
advice and wisdom are mine, says the Torah.
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1 Alternatively, “conduct businessin
Torah.” This means that we should
use business ethics to enhance
the honor of the Torah. Just as
confident business-people spend
much time and energy finding
customers, we must similarly find
“customers” with whom to learn

Torah. This will bring honor to the
Torah, because it will show that
we recognize its great value and
the need to share it with others.
The Rebbe

2 When we love another person,
they do not necessarily feel it

or gain anything from it. For this
reason, we are taught that loving
people is not enough; we must also
make them “happy.” This means
that our love must make people
happy—we must make sure that
it has a positive effect on them.
The Rebbe
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I am understanding; strength is mine. The Torah
gives these good qualities to those who learn it.
The Torah also gives him royalty and authority,
and the ability to judge properly. The secrets
of the Torah are revealed to him. He becomes
like a fountain that flows with ever-increasing
strength, and like a river that never stops flowing.
He becomes modest, patient, and forgiving when
he is insulted. The Torah makes him great and it
raises him above all things.

2 Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Every single day,
a heavenly voice that is heard by the soul comes out
from Mount Horeb (Mount Sinai). It announces and
says, “Woe is to people who insult the Torah by not
learning excitedly” They are to be pitied because
anyone who does not excitedly occupy himself with
Torah is called “shamed.” As it says in Proverbs:
A beautiful woman (the Torah) without flavor
(without excitement and pleasure) is like a golden
ring on a pig’s nose. Torah must be “flavorful”
and exciting. There is another advantage of being
occupied with Torah, as it says in the Torah: The
Tablets are God’s work, and the writing is God’s
writing, engraved on the Tablets. Do not read the
word as “charut” (engraved) but rather as “cherut”
(freedom), because there is no person who is free
from social pressures and able to reach his full
potential except for someone who involves himself
in Torah learning. Whoever involves himself in
Torah learning becomes elevated and great. As it
says in the Torah: In listing the places the Jewish
Nation traveled through in the desert, the Torah
says: The Jewish Nation traveled from Mattanah to
Nachaliel, and from Nachaliel to Bamot. The Sages
explain the deeper meaning of this verse as follows:
When a person uses the Mattanah (gift) of Torah,
God becomes his Nachaliel (inheritance), which
causes him to become Bamot (elevated).

PoIR,PT WPm, MY
Y12 AYY,717IN 117
IPRY I3 2anna
T, DUE A ,POID
,1392%p Sy Snim ,nn
S5V innnim InYTIM

.D°YYNa v

"2 13 DY °27 MK -
%ip pa oin 0P S0
NN 270 AN DR
ni*72% 0% *IX NN
29V 770 YW A3advn
P2 poiY IPRY n
DI MRV M XIPI
1D’ WX I X3 27
NN NI .OVY MY
RN DO VDN
DPX 2PN 2ndnM
PR ,nn%a YD MmN XN
N0 XPR NI PN
N RPN 1IN 12 77 PRY
;R TINYNa PoIYY
TINPN1 PYIYY "n I
AP0 AT 0, R
,2R9TII TN/ MRIY

Jina SR0onam

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020
www.LivingLessons.com



3 Someone who learns a single chapter,
a single law, a single verse, a single
statement, or even a single letter of
Torah from his friend must treat him
with honor.! For we find this by David, the
king of Israel—that he learned only two
things from Achitofel2—to learn together
with other people rather than alone, and
to walk with others and with excitement
when going to learn—and he called him
his rabbi, his leader, and his teacher. As
King David says to Achitofel in Psalms:
You are a man equal to me; you are my
leader and my teacher. Surely this leads
us to an obvious conclusion: If David, the
king of Israel, learned only two things
from Achitofel, and still called him his
rabbi, his leader, and his teacher, then
if an ordinary person learns a single
chapter, a single law, a single verse, a
single statement, or even a single letter
of Torah from his friend, how much more
so must he treat him with honor. Honor
is deserved only for Torah. As it says in
Proverbs: The Sages will inherit honor;
the perfect ones will inherit good. And
only Torah is truly good. As it says in
Proverbs: I, God, have given you a good
teaching; do not forsake My Torah.
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1 Literally, “accustom.” We must not
only treat people with respect, but
also be accustomed to doing so. It
should be part of our very nature.
The Rebbe

2 Why does the Braita use the word
“only” in reference to learning from
Achitofel, and not later in reference
to learning from anyone?

Something learned “iamm”—from
a fellow Jew—grows and develops
with you. Things learned from a
wicked person (such as Achitofel)
do not grow and develop; you are
only left with the exact thing that
you learned. The Rebbe

3 Analternative interpretation: If a
person finds himself in a challenging

situation—even lacking all but bare
physical necessities—he should not
despair. Instead he should resolve
to work hard in Torah and remind
himself that: 1) Torah is greater than
all worldly pleasures, and 2) He will
be compensated in the World to
Come. The Rebbe
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4 This is the way to master Torah:3 Eat bread
with salt, drink small amounts of water,
sleep on the ground, live a life of hardship
without indulging in physical pleasures,
and work hard in Torah. In Psalms it says
that if you do this, “You will be fortunate,
and it will be good for you.” “You will be
fortunate” in this world, and “it will be
good for you” in the World to Come.

5 Do not look for greatness for yourself
and do not desire honor. The good deeds
you do should be greater than your Torah
learning. Do not desire the table of kings
and their riches, because your table—your
greatness through serving God—is greater
than their fancy tables and physical riches,
and your crown of honor is greater than
their physical crown. God, Your Boss, is
trusted to pay you the reward for your work
of serving Him.

6 Torah is greater than being a Kohen or
king, because being a king comes with
thirty special privileges and responsibilities,
such as the restriction of anyone else sitting
in his place or riding on his horse; being a
Kohen comes with twenty-four gifts that
must be given to Kohanim, such as the first
fruits, challah, and the terumah contribution.
Whereas acquiring and mastering the
Torah requires forty-eight qualities. They
are: constant learning, careful listening,
being
learned,® an understanding heart, awe, fear,
humility, happiness, purity, serving Torah
scholars, having close friends, discussing
and debating Torah with fellow students,

verbally pronouncing what is

calmly and carefully analyzing what you
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learn, knowing Tanach, knowing Mishnah,
limiting your business activity, limiting your
worldly activity, limiting your worldly pleasure,
limiting your sleep, limiting your conversation,
limiting your laughter, being slow to anger,
having a good heart, having faith in the Sages,
accepting suffering,
knows his place—recognizing his strengths

being someone who
and weaknesses—who is happy with what he
has, who makes a protective fence around his
words by choosing his words very carefully, who
does not take credit for his achievements, who
is beloved by others, who loves God and loves
people, who loves righteousness, who loves
justice, who loves criticism because it will help
him improve his ways, who keeps far away from
honor, who is not arrogant with his learning,
who does not enjoy when he must give a ruling
in Jewish law, who carries the burden with
his friend, who judges his friend favorably by
giving him the benefit of the doubt, who places
his friend on the path of truth, who places him
on the path of peace, who thinks carefully and
deeply in his studies, who asks questions and
answers other people’s questions, listens to his
teacher and adds to what his teacher says, who
learns in order to teach, who learns in order
to know what to do, who makes his teacher
wiser by asking good questions, who properly
understands what he hears, and who says
something in the name of the person who said
it. In fact, you have learned: Whoever says
something in the name of the person who said
it2 brings redemption to the world, as it says in
the Book of Esther, “And Esther told the king
in Mordechai’s name” that Bigtan and Teresh
were planning to kill King Achashverosh. This
eventually lead to the miracle of Purim and the
redemption of the Jewish Nation.
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7 Torah is great because it gives life—in this
world and in the World to Come—to those who
learn it and do what it says. As it says in Proverbs:
Because they—the words of the Torah—are life to
the person who finds them, and they are a cure
for his whole body. It also says there: The Torah
will be a cure for your body and marrow for your
bones, making them stronger. It also says there:
The Torah is a tree of life for those who hold onto
it, and those who support Torah learning are
fortunate. It also says there: Words of Torah in
your mind are like a graceful decoration for your
head, and words of Torah spoken from your throat
are a beautiful necklace for your neck. It also
says there: Torah will give your head a graceful
decoration and it will give you a crown of
beauty. It also says there: Indeed, says the Torah,
by learning me, your days will be increased,
and years of life will be added to you. It also
says there: Long life is at the Torah’s right. If we
learn Torah for the correct reason—because it is a
commandment—it will give us long life in addition
to wealth and honor. Wealth and honor are at its
left. Even if we learn Torah for other reasons, and
not only because it is a commandment, it will
still give us wealth and honor. It also says there:
The words of the Torah will add to your length of
days, your years of life, and your peace.
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1 Besides helping you understand
what you learn and remember it
better, verbally pronouncing words
of Torah is of great spiritual value, for
by doing so one elevates a physical
part of the body (the mouth) by
using it for a Divine purpose.
The Alter Rebbe

2 When we learn words of Torah
we must always remember who
originally said them: God. By
doing so we affirm the Divine
holiness of the Torah and bring
the Redemption closer. The Rebbe

An alternative interpretation:
Mentioning the authors and sages

of earlier generations reinforces the
chain of tradition that is so vital to
our understanding of the Torah. It
reminds us that the Torah is not a
recent innovation, but rather an
ancient gift that Moses received
from God and passed down to us.
The Rebbe
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8 Rabbi Shimon ben Yehudah says in the
name of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai: Beauty,
strength, riches, honor, wisdom and
maturity, old age, and children—it is good
for the righteous to possess these traits so
they can be more effective in teaching about
God and sanctifying His Name, which in turn
is good for the world.® As it says in Proverbs:
Ripe old age is a crown of “beauty,” which
also represents “riches;” it can be found on
the path of righteousness. It also says there:
The beauty of young men is their “strength,”
and the beauty of old men is “ripe old age.” It
also says there: Grandchildren are the crown
of the elderly, and the glory of “children”
are their fathers. And it says in Isaiah: Due
to their painful embarrassment and shame,
the wicked will see even the moon and sun to
be dark when the Lord, God of all creations,
rules on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and
“honor” is given before His “mature” and
wise elders. Rabbi Shimon ben Menatya
says: These seven traits the Sages listed as
being fitting for the righteous—all of them
were fulfilled by Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi and

his sons, who possessed all these traits.

9 Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma says: I was once
walking on the road while reviewing Torah,
and a certain man met me. I didn’t notice
him, and so He greeted me first. He said,
“Shalom!” and I answered back to him,
“Shalom!” He said to me, “Rabbi, from which
place are you?” I told him, “I am from a great
city of Torah scholars and sages, and my
purpose in life is to be occupied with Torah.”
He said to me, “Rabbi, if you would be willing
to live with us in our place,2 I would give
you a million golden dinar coins, as well as
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o1 PR
precious stones and pearls so you can be free
to learn, and also give a lot of charity.” I told
him, “Even if you would give me all the silver
and gold and all the precious stones and
pearls in the world, Iwould only live in a place
of Torah” And that is what is written in the
book of Psalms by David, king of Israel: God—
the Torah of Your mouth is more precious
to me than the thousands of gold and silver
pieces that I own. Furthermore, when a person
passes away, no silver, gold, precious stones,
or pearls join him and go with him to the
World to Come. Only his Torah learning and
good deeds go with him to the World to Come,
as King Solomon says in Proverbs: When you
walk, the Torah will guide you; when you lie
down, it will watch over you; when you wake
up, it will speak for you. “When you walk, it
will guide you”—in this world. “When you lie
down, it will watch over you”—in the grave,
after you pass away. “And when you wake up,
it will speak for you”—in the World to Come.
And it says in Haggai: The silver is Mine and
the gold is Mine,3 says the Lord, God of all
creations, so a person cannot really own gold
and silver. Whereas Torah becomes part of a
person, and therefore remains with him in the
World to Come.
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1 A righteous person might not
want the qualities mentioned here,
because they may distract him from
Torah study. For this reason they are
referred to as “beauty”—something
that has no benefit for the person
himself, but is valuable to people
who see him. The righteous
person must accept these qualities
because they are beneficial to the
world at large. The Rebbe

2 R’ Yosei refused the man’s
offer because he knew that
his mission was only learning
Torah, not leading a community.
The Rebbe

3 Rabbi Yosei is hinting at the
advantage of learning Torah over
fulfilling its commandments. Many
commandments require something

physical (symbolized here by
“gold and silver”) with which to
fulfill them. Since one is ultimately
dependent on God for physical
things, one may not always be able
to fulfill certain commandments.
The Torah, however, is given
entirely to a person without any
need for physicality. Nothing can
prevent him from studying it.
The Rebbe
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10 The Holy One, blessed be He, took ownership
of five possessions in His world. They are:
Torah—one possession;! heaven and earth—
one possession; Abraham our forefather—
one possession; the Children of Israel—one
possession; the Holy Temple—one possession.
From where do we know that God takes ownership
of the Torah? Because it is written in Proverbs:
The Lord took ownership of the Torah before the
creation of the world, before His work, long ago.
From where do we know that God takes ownership
of the heaven and earth? Because it is written in
Isaiah: The Lord says as follows: The heaven is
My throne and the earth is My footstool, so what
house can you build for Me? And where is My
resting place? And as King David says in Psalms:
Lord, how many are the works of Your hands! You
made them all with great wisdom. The earth is full
of Your possessions. From where do we know that
God took ownership of Abraham our forefather?
Because it is written in the Torah: And Malkizedek
blessed him and said: Blessed is Abraham who
belongs to God, the Highest, Owner of heaven
and earth. From where do we know that God takes
ownership of the Children of Israel? Because it is
written in the Torah: Lord, scare away any enemies
until Your nation crosses over; until this nation,
which You took possession of, crosses over the
Jordan River and safely enters the Land of Israel.
And it says in Psalms: The holy people who are
buried in the land—the mighty ones, the Jewish
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o3 AT
Nation—all My delight is in them, says God.
From where do we know that God took ownership
of the Holy Temple? Because it is written in the
Torah: You will bring Your people, the Jewish
Nation, to the place that You, Lord, made as a
dwelling place for Yourself—the Sanctuary that
You, Lord, set up with Your hands. And it says in
Psalms: And God brought the Jewish Nation to
the place of His holiness, the mountain that His
right hand acquired.

11 Everything that the Holy One, blessed be He,
created in His world He created only in order to
reveal His glory, as it says in [saiah: Everything
that is called by My name, I have created,
formed, and made for My glory.2 And it says
in the Torah: The Lord will rule as king forever
and ever, and all of God’s creations are for the
purpose of revealing His glory.

27 Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One,
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The

Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.
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1 Following each listed item
we repeat the phrase, “one
possession.” This is to teach us that

the presence of the One God in  for the sake of
this world. Tzemach Tzedek

“Torah,”
which is called God’s “glory.”
The Alter Rebbe

2 The verse can also mean
that everything was created

each possession helps us reveal
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