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Chapter One

n Pirkei Avot is said after Minchah 

on Shabbat, because that is the 

time when Moses passed away. 

Pirkei Avot begins by describing 

how Moses received the Torah and 

gave it to Joshua before his passing.

1 The mishnah says that Moses 

received the Torah “from Sinai,” 

not “at Sinai.” This alludes to the 

fact that Moses learned two lessons 

from Mount Sinai itself: 1. To receive 

the Torah, you must be humble 

like Mount Sinai, which was the 

lowest mountain in the desert. 2. 

At the same time, you must still be 

a mountain—you must be proud 

enough to fight for what’s right. 

The Rebbe

ל  .All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to Come כָּ
As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of the Jewish Nation: 
Your people are all righteous, and they will all inherit the Land of 
Israel forever—they will never be exiled from it again. Everyone will 
recognize that they are the branch of My planting and the work of My 
hands, in which I, God, take pride. 

1 Moses received the entire Torah—both the Written Torah 
and the Oral Torah—from God at Mount Sinai.1 He passed 
it on by teaching it to Joshua, who became the leader of 
the Jewish Nation after Moses passed away. Joshua passed 
it on to the elder leaders of his generation. The last of the 
elders passed it on to the first of the prophets, Samuel, 
who passed it on to future prophets. The prophets passed 
it on to the Men of the Great Assembly—a group of sages 
who led the Jewish Nation after the prophets. The Men of 
the Great Assembly said the following three things: 1. Be 
patient and think carefully when making a judgment. 2. 
Teach and establish many students.2 3. Make a protective 
fence around the Torah, by establishing extra rules to 
prevent you from sinning. 

CHAPTER ONE

• It is customary is to say a chapter of Pirkei Avot on each Shabbat between Pesach and Shavuot. This serves as a 

reminder for us to keep the Torah and its commandments properly in preparation for the festival of the giving of 

the Torah.

• In many communities it is customary to continue saying Pirkei Avot until Rosh Hashanah. In order to complete four 

cycles of Pirkei Avot by that time, we say two chapters on each of the last two or three weeks before Rosh Hashanah.

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 271

לֶק לְעוֹלָם  ל יִשְׂרָאֵל יֵשׁ לָהֶם חֵֽ  כָּ
ם  לָּ כֻּ ךְ  וְעַמֵּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ א,  הַבָּ
רֶץ, נֵֽצֶר  שׁוּ אָֽ יקִים, לְעוֹלָם יִֽירְ׉ צַדִּ

אֵר. עַי מַעֲשֵׂה יָדַי לְהִתְפָּ מַטָּ

תּוֹרָה  ל  קִבֵּ מֹשֶׁה  א 
עַ,  סָרָהּ לִיהוֹשֻֽׁ ינַי וּמְ׉ מִסִּ
קֵנִים  קֵנִים, וּזְ׉ עַ לִזְ׉ וִיהוֹשֻֽׁ
בִיאִים  וּנְ׉ בִיאִים,  לִנְ׉
כְנֶֽסֶת  שֵׁי  לְאַנְ׉ מְסָרֽוּהָ 
רוּ  אָמְ׉ הֵם  דוֹלָה.  הַגְּ׉
הֱווּ  דְבָרִים:  שְׁלשָֹׁה 
ידוּ  ין, וְהַעֲמִֽ דִּ מְתוּנִים בַּ
ה, וַעֲשׂוּ  לְמִידִים הַרְבֵּ תַּ

סְיָג לַתּוֹרָה. 

רְקֵי אָבוֹת פִּ
PIRKEI AVOT  
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2 Shimon the Righteous was one of the 
last members of the Men of the Great 
Assembly. He would often say: The world 
stands on three things and was created 
in order to fulfill them: Learning Torah, 
serving God, and doing acts of kindness. 

3 Antigonus of Socho received and 
learned Torah from Shimon the 
Righteous. He would often say: Do 
not serve God as servants who work 
for their master in order to receive a 
reward. Rather, be as servants who work 
for their master out of love, and not in 
order to receive a reward. And let the 
awe of Heaven be upon you. 

4 Yosei ben Yoezer of Tzredah and Yosei 
ben Yochanan of Jerusalem received and 
learned Torah from Antigonus and his 
court of law. Yosei ben Yoezer of Tzredah 
says: Let your house be a meeting place 
for Torah scholars. Sit in the dust of their 
feet wherever they go,3 and drink their 
words of Torah with thirst,4 listening 
closely to every word they say. 

ירֵי כְנֶֽסֶת  יק הָיָה מִשִּׁ דִּ ב שִׁמְעוֹן הַצַּ
דוֹלָה. הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, עַל שְׁלשָֹׁה  הַגְּ׉
הַתּוֹרָה,  עַל  עוֹמֵד:  הָעוֹלָם  דְבָרִים 
מִילוּת חֲסָדִים.  וְעַל הָעֲבוֹדָה, וְעַל גְּ

מְעוֹן  ל מִשִּׁ נוֹס אִישׁ סוֹכוֹ קִבֵּ ג אַנְטִיגְ׉
הְיוּ  תִּ אַל  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  יק.  דִּ הַצַּ
עַל  הָרַב  אֶת  שִׁין  שַׁמְּ׉ הַמְ׉ עֲבָדִים  כַּ
עֲבָדִים  א הֱווּ כַּ רָס, אֶלָּ ל פְּ מְנָת לְקַבֵּ
שִׁין אֶת הָרַב שֶׁלּאֹ עַל מְנָת  שַׁמְּ׉ הַמְ׉
יִם עֲלֵיכֶם.  רָס, וִיהִי מוֹרָא שָׁמַֽ ל פְּ לְקַבֵּ

וְיוֹסֵי  צְרֵדָה  אִישׁ  זֶר  יוֹעֶֽ ן  בֶּ יוֹסֵי  ד 
לוּ מֵהֶם.  ן יוֹחָנָן אִישׁ יְרוּשָׁלַֽיִם קִבּ׉ְ בֶּ
אוֹמֵר:  צְרֵדָה  אִישׁ  זֶר  יוֹעֶֽ ן  בֶּ יוֹסֵי 
וֶהֱוֵי  לַחֲכָמִים,  וַֽעַד  ית  בֵּ ךָ  בֵיתְ׉ יְהִי 
עֲפַר רַגְלֵיהֶם, וֶהֱוֵי שׁוֹתֶה  ק בַּ מִתְאַבֵּ

רֵיהֶם.  בְ׉ מָא אֶת דִּ בַצָּ

 2 Literally, “much.” Not only is it 

important to have many students, 

but it is also important to make sure 

that they spend much of their time 

learning. The Rebbe 

3 One who wishes to learn from 

Torah scholars must be as humble 

as dust before them. The Rebbe

4 Learning from Torah scholars is 

referred to as “drinking.” Just as 

drinking helps distribute nutrients 

throughout the body, learning 

Torah from Torah scholars will help 

distribute the lessons that you learn 

and apply them to all parts of your 

life. The Rebbe
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5 Yosei ben Yochanan of Jerusalem says: 
Let your house be wide open for guests. Poor 
people should be treated like members of 
your own household. Do not engage in too 
much idle chatter with a woman. Yosei ben 
Yochanan said this even regarding one’s 
own wife; how much more so does it apply 
to another person’s wife. Based on this, the 
Sages said: Whoever engages in too much 
idle chatter with a woman, causes evil to 
himself, neglects the study of Torah, and will 
eventually receive punishment in Gehinom. 

6 Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai of 
Arbel received and learned Torah from Yosei 
ben Yoezer and Yosei ben Yochanan. Yehoshua 
ben Perachyah says: Make for yourself a 
teacher from whom you can regularly learn,1 

acquire for yourself a close and trusted friend, 
and judge every person favorably, even if he 
appears to have done something wrong. 

7 Nittai of Arbel says: Keep away from a 
neighbor who might be a bad influence on 
you,2 do not attach yourself to a wicked 
person, and do not despair when punishment 
is given for wrongdoings. 

8 Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben 
Shatach received and learned Torah from 
Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai of Arbel. 
Yehudah ben Tabbai says: When you are 

יְרוּשָׁלַֽיִם  אִישׁ  יוֹחָנָן  ן  בֶּ יוֹסֵי  ה 
וָחָה,  תֽוּחַ לִרְ׉ ךָ פָּ אוֹמֵר: יְהִי בֵיתְ׉
וְאַל  ךָ,  בֵיתְ׉ נֵי  בְּ ים  עֲנִיִּ וְיִהְיוּ 
ה,  הָאִשָּׁ עִם  שִׂיחָה  ה  רְבֶּ תַּ
שֶׁת  אֵֽ רוּ, קַל וָחֹֽמֶר בְּ אִשְׁתּוֹ אָמְ׉ בְּ
ל  רוּ חֲכָמִים: כָּ אן אָמְ׉ חֲבֵרוֹ. מִכַּ
ה, גּוֹרֵם  ה שִׂיחָה עִם הָאִשָּׁ רְבֶּ הַמַּ
רֵי  בְ׉ מִדִּ וּבוֹטֵל  לְעַצְמוֹ,  רָעָה 

יהִנֹּם.  תוֹרָה, וְסוֹפוֹ יוֹרֵשׁ גֵּ

אי  וְנִתַּ רַחְיָה  פְּ ן  בֶּ עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ ו 
עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ מֵהֶם.  לוּ  ׉ קִבְּ לִי  הָאַרְבֵּ
רַחְיָה אוֹמֵר: עֲשֵׂה לְךָ רַב,  ן פְּ בֶּ
ל  נֵה לְךָ חָבֵר, וֶהֱוֵי דָן אֶת כָּ וּקְ׉

הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת. 

הַרְחֵק  אוֹמֵר:  לִי  הָאַרְבֵּ אי  נִתַּ ז 
ר לָרָשָׁע,  תְחַבֵּ כֵן רָע, וְאַל תִּ מִשָּׁ

תְיָאֵשׁ מִן הַפּוּרְעָנוּת.  וְאַל תִּ

ן  בֶּ וְשִׁמְעוֹן  אי  טַבַּ ן  בֶּ יְהוּדָה  ח 
ן  בֶּ יְהוּדָה  מֵהֶם.  לוּ  ׉ קִבְּ טַח  שָֽׁ

1 The Hebrew word used here, 

 ,קָנֶה is related to the word ,וּקְנֵה

meaning “pen.” Accordingly, the 

mishnah says, “A pen is a friend for 

you.” When we use a pen to write 

something down, our thoughts 

become more organized, and we 

understand things more clearly. 

In this sense, the pen is a helpful 

friend to mankind. The Rebbe

Appointing a teacher is mentioned 

before removing doubt. Appoint a 

teacher even before you have any 

doubts, and he will then guide you 

when they arise. The Rebbe

2 Literally, “dweller.” It is important 

to keep close to God, whose 

presence “dwells” in this world. At 

the same time, we must distance 

ourselves from the “bad dwellers”—

the negative influences that 

surround us . Ba’al Shem Tov 
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sitting as a judge on a case, do not act as a lawyer 
by giving advice to those being judged. When the 
people being judged are standing before you in 
court, consider both of them guilty and do not 
help either side. After the case, when they leave 
you and have accepted the verdict, you should 
look for ways to consider them both as righteous. 

9 Shimon ben Shatach says: As a judge, you 
should investigate and question the witnesses 
thoroughly.3 When questioning them, be careful 
with the words you use, because perhaps they 
will learn from your words what to say in order to 
win the case, and they will lie. 

10 Shemayah and Avtalyon received and learned 
Torah from Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben 
Shatach. Shemayah says: You should love work,4 
and not consider yourself too important to be 
involved in it. Hate positions of power, and do not 
choose to be in power unless the responsibility 
is placed upon you. Do not become too friendly 
with those in power. 

11 Avtalyon says: Torah scholars, watch 
your words, for they can make you liable to 
be exiled. You may then be sent to a place of 
“bitter, unhealthy waters”—ideas that can 
damage the mind. The students who follow 
you to this place will drink from these “bitter 
waters,” misinterpreting the Torah, and they 
will die spiritually, causing God’s Name to 
be desecrated. 

עַשׂ עַצְמְךָ  ֽ אי אוֹמֵר: אַל תַּ טַבַּ
עֲלֵי  הְיוּ בַּ שֶׁיִּ נִין, וּכְ׉ יָּ כֵי הַדַּ עוֹרְ׉ כְּ
יִהְיוּ  לְפָנֶֽיךָ,  דִים  עוֹמ׉ְ ין  הַדִּ
פְטָרִים  שֶׁנִּ שָׁעִים, וּכְ׉ רְ׉ בְעֵינֶֽיךָ כִּ
אִין,  זַכָּ פָנֶֽיךָ יִהְיוּ בְעֵינֶֽיךָ כְּ מִלְּ׉

ין.  לוּ עֲלֵיהֶם אֶת הַדִּ בּ׉ְ שֶׁקִּ כְּ

טַח אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי  ן שָֽׁ ט שִׁמְעוֹן בֶּ
הָעֵדִים,  אֶת  לַחֲקוֹר  ה  מַרְבֶּ
א  שֶׁמָּ יךָ,  בָרֶֽ דְ׉ בִּ זָהִיר  וֶהֱוֵי 

ר.  מִתּוֹכָם יִלְמְדוּ לְשַׁקֵּ

לוּ  ׉ קִבְּ וְאַבְטַלְיוֹן  שְׁמַעְיָה  י 

אֱהוֹב  אוֹמֵר:  שְׁמַעְיָה  מֵהֶם. 
אֶת  נָא  וּשְׂ׉ לָאכָה  הַמְּ׉ אֶת 
ע לָרָשׁוּת.  תְוַדַּ נוּת, וְאַל תִּ הָרַבָּ

חֲכָמִים,  אוֹמֵר:  אַבְטַלְיוֹן  יא 
א תָחֽוֹבוּ  רֵיכֶם, שֶׁמָּ הֲרוּ בְדִבְ׉ הִזָּ
יִם  קוֹם מַֽ לוּת וְתִגְלוּ לִמ׉ְ חוֹבַת גָּ
לְמִידִים  הַתַּ וְיִשְׁתּוּ  הָרָעִים, 
וְיָמֽוּתוּ,  אַחֲרֵיכֶם  אִים  הַבָּ

ל. יִם מִתְחַלֵּ וְנִמְצָא שֵׁם שָׁמַֽ

3 If you are having a hard 

time keeping the Torah and its 

commandments, question your 

eyes and ears that witnessed 

Mattan Torah. They will remind 

you of their experience, and it will 

motivate you to do what’s right. 

The Rebbe

4 This can be referring to the “work” 

Hillel (Shemaya’s student) speaks 

about in the following mishnah. 

Even though peace can sometimes 

be hard work, do it with love and joy.  

The Rebbe
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12 Hillel and Shammai received and learned 
Torah from Shemayah and Avtalyon. Hillel says: 
You should be students of and learn from Aaron; 
be someone who loves peace, who chases after 
peace by helping others to make peace, and who 
loves all fellow creatures and brings them close 
to the Torah.1 

13 Hillel would often say: Someone who tries 
to become famous will end up losing any good 
reputation he already has. Someone who does 
not work to continually increase his Torah 
knowledge, will cause it to decrease. Someone 
who is able to teach Torah and does not teach 
deserves death, because Torah is a source of life 
and he has withheld it from others. Someone who 
uses the crown of Torah for personal gain will be 
destroyed. 

14 Hillel would often say: If I do not try to help 
myself, who will do so for me? But if I am selfish 
and only help myself, what am I worth? And if I 
do not do what I should now, when will I do it? I 
may not have the opportunity later. 

15 Shammai says: Make your Torah learning a 
permanent thing that cannot be pushed off by 
anything. Say little and do a lot. Also greet every 
person2 with a cheerful face. 

16 Rabban Gamliel would often say: Appoint for 
yourself a teacher, in order to remove yourself 
from any uncertainty regarding the Torah and its 
commandments. Do not tithe by guessing how 
much you must give, even if it is more than the 
correct amount. Rather, make an exact calculation. 

17 Shimon, Rabban Gamliel’s son, says: I grew up 
among the Sages my entire life, and I have not 
found anything better for a person than silence. 

מֵהֶם.  לוּ  ׉ קִבְּ אי  וְשַׁמַּ ל  הִלֵּ יב 
לְמִידָיו  מִתַּ הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר:  ל  הִלֵּ
שֶׁל אַהֲרֹן, אוֹהֵב שָׁלוֹם וְרוֹדֵף 
רִיּוֹת,  ׉ הַבְּ אֶת  אוֹהֵב  שָׁלוֹם, 

בָן לַתּוֹרָה.  קָרְ׉ וּמְ׉

יג הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: נְגַד שְׁמָא 
מוֹסִיף  לָא  וּד׉ְ שְׁמֵהּ,  אֲבַד 
ב,  יף קְטָלָא חַיָּ לָא יַלִּ יָסֵף, וּדְ׉

א חֳלָף.  תַגָּ שׁ בְּ מֵּ אִשְׁתַּ וּדְ׉

יד הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: אִם אֵין אֲנִי 
שֶׁאֲנִי לְעַצְמִי, מָה  לִי, מִי לִי, וּכְ׉
אֲנִי, וְאִם לאֹ עַכְשָׁו, אֵימָתָי. 

ךָ  אי אוֹמֵר: עֲשֵׂה תוֹרָתְ׉ טו שַׁמַּ

וַעֲשֵׂה  מְעַט  אֱמוֹר  קְבַע, 
ל  כָּ אֶת  ל  מְקַבֵּ וֶהֱוֵי  ה,  הַרְבֵּ

נִים יָפוֹת.  בֶר פָּ סֵֽ הָאָדָם בְּ

אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  מְלִיאֵל  גַּ ן  רַבָּ טז 

ק  לֵּ וְהִסְתַּ רַב,  לְךָ  עֲשֵׂה 
ה  רְבֶּ תַּ וְאַל  פֵק,  הַסָּ מִן 

דוּת.  ר אֻמָּ לְעַשֵּׂ

יָמַי  ל  כָּ אוֹמֵר:  נוֹ  בְּ שִׁמְעוֹן  יז 

וְלאֹ  הַחֲכָמִים,  ין  בֵּ י  לְתִּ דַֽ גָּ
תִיקָה,  אתִי לְגוּף טוֹב מִשְּׁ׉ מָצָֽ
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Studying is not the most important thing; 
rather, action is the most important. Whoever 
talks too much brings sin upon himself.3

18 Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: The 
world continues to exist and function civilly 
because of three things: because of justice, 
because of truth, and because of peace.4 As 
it says in Zechariah: Judge with truth and try 
to negotiate a compromise—which leads to a 
peaceful judgment—within your gates. 
י  ,Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: The Holy One רַבִּ
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel 
have many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance 
of Torah and commandments, so that they would have 
many opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: 
The Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish 
Nation’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great 
and glorious.

 

ל  All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World כָּ
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption 
of the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and 
they will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will 
never be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize that 
they are the branch of My planting and the work of My 
hands, in which I, God, take pride. 

1 Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi says: Which is the 
proper path in life that a person should choose 

CHAPTER TWO

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 273

א  אֶלָּ ר  עִקָּ דְרָשׁ  הַמִּ וְלאֹ 
דְבָרִים  ה  רְבֶּ הַמַּ וְכָל  עֲשֶׂה,  הַמַּ

מֵבִיא חֵטְא. 

מְלִיאֵל אוֹמֵר,  ן גַּ ן שִׁמְעוֹן בֶּ יח רַבָּ

ם:  עַל שְׁלשָֹׁה דְבָרִים הָעוֹלָם קַיָּ
וְעַל  הָאֱמֶת,  וְעַל  ין,  הַדִּ עַל 
ט  אֱמַר: אֱמֶת וּמִשְׁפַּ לוֹם, שֶׁנֶּ הַשָּׁ

שַׁעֲרֵיכֶם. טוּ בְּ שָׁלוֹם שִׁפ׉ְ
דוֹשׁ  ן עֲקַשְׁיָא אוֹמֵר: רָצָה הַקָּ י חֲנַנְיָא בֶּ רַבִּ
ה  רוּךְ הוּא לְזַכּוֹת אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל, לְפִיכָךְ הִרְבָּ בָּ
עַן  אֱמַר: יְיָ חָפֵץ לְמַֽ לָהֶם תּוֹרָה וּמִצְוֹת, שֶׁנֶּ

יר. יל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּ צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ

א,  הַבָּ לְעוֹלָם  לֶק  חֵֽ לָהֶם  יֵשׁ  יִשְׂרָאֵל  ל  כָּ
שׁוּ  יקִים, לְעוֹלָם יִֽירְ׉ ם צַדִּ לָּ ךְ כֻּ אֱמַר: וְעַמֵּ שֶׁנֶּ

אֵר. עַי מַעֲשֵׂה יָדַי לְהִתְפָּ רֶץ, נֵֽצֶר מַטָּ אָֽ

רֶךְ  דֶֽ הִיא  אֵיזוֹ  אוֹמֵר:  י  רַבִּ א 

הָאָדָם,  לוֹ  בוֹר  שֶׁיָּ יְשָׁרָה 
יהָ  לְעֹשֶֽׂ רֶת  פְאֶֽ תִּ שֶׁהִיא  ל  כָּ

1 The word “creatures” teaches 

us that we must love all people, 

no matter how ordinary they 

may seem to us, and bring them 

close to Torah. Even if a person’s 

only positive quality is that he is 

a creation of God, we have an 

obligation to reach out to him. 

The Alter Rebbe

2 It is human nature to greet those 

from whom we stand to gain. The 

mishnah therefore emphasizes 

that we must treat “everyone” 

warmly and kindly, even if we do 

not anticipate any benefit from the 

relationship. The Rebbe

3 Silence indicates humility. Talking 

excessively indicates arrogance. It is 

arrogance that leads a person to sin. 

The Rebbe

4 Justice, truth, and peace 

correspond to thought, speech, 

and action. “Justice” corresponds 

to action—treating everyone fairly. 

“Truth” is mostly relevant to speech. 

“Peace” is in the mind, even if no 

one else hears about it.
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for himself?1 Any path that is honorable and 
beneficial for himself and is also honorable 
and beneficial to other people. Be as careful 
with a commandment that you think is not so 
important as you are with a commandment 
that you think is very important, because you 
do not know how much reward is given for 
different commandments or how important 
they are to God. Compare any expenses or loss 
of money that might be caused when you do a 
commandment with the reward that you will 
receive for doing it, and compare the temporary 
physical gain from a sin with the loss that it 
will cause. Consider the three things listed 
below and you will not come to commit a sin; 
know what is happening above you in heaven: 
1. There is an eye that sees everything; 2. there 
is an ear that hears everything; 3. all your deeds 
are written and recorded in a book. 

2 Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehudah 
Hanasi says: Torah learning goes well with 
having a job, because working hard at both 
of them will keep you away from sin. And 
any Torah learning that is not accompanied 
by work2 will eventually end, and that will 
cause a person to sin. Whoever works with the 

וֶהֱוֵי  הָאָדָם,  מִן  לוֹ  רֶת  וְתִפְאֶֽ
בַחֲמוּרָה,  ה כְּ מִצְוָה קַלָּ זָהִיר בְּ
שְׂכָרָן  ן  מַתַּ עַ  יוֹדֵֽ ה  אַתָּ שֶׁאֵין 
ב הֶפְסֵד  שֶׁל מִצְוֹת, וֶהֱוֵי מְחַשֵּׁ
כַר  וּשְׂ׉ שְׂכָרָהּ,  נֶֽגֶד  כְּ מִצְוָה 
ל  כֵּ נֶֽגֶד הֶפְסֵדָהּ. הִסְתַּ עֲבֵרָה כְּ
ה בָא  לשָֹׁה דְבָרִים, וְאֵין אַתָּ שְׁ׉ בִּ
עְלָה  מַֽ לְּ מַה  ע  דַּ עֲבֵרָה,  לִידֵי 
עַת,  זֶן שׁוֹמַֽ יִן רוֹאָה וְאֹֽ ךְ, עַֽ מִמָּ

בִים.  פֶר נִכְתָּ סֵֽ יךָ בְּ וְכָל מַעֲשֶֽׂ

י  רַבִּ שֶׁל  נוֹ  בְּ מְלִיאֵל  גַּ ן  רַבָּ ב 

יָפֶה  אוֹמֵר:  שִׂיא  הַנָּ יְהוּדָה 
רֶץ,  אֶֽ רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ עִם  תּוֹרָה  לְמוּד  תַּ
חַת עָוֹן,  ֽ גִיעַת שְׁנֵיהֶם מַשְׁכַּ שֶׁיְּ׉
הּ מְלָאכָה  וְכָל תּוֹרָה שֶׁאֵין עִמָּ
רֶת עָוֹן, וְכָל  טֵלָה וְגוֹרֶֽ סוֹפָהּ בְּ
יִהְיוּ  בּוּר  הַצִּ עִם  קִים  הָעוֹסְ׉
יִם,  שָׁמָֽ לְשֵׁם  הֶם  עִמָּ קִים  עוֹסְ׉

1 The mishnah asks, “What is the 

proper path?” What is the ideal 

approach to Divine service that a 

person should take? The answer 

is, “A person should choose for 

himself.” We must ensure that 

every commandment is done by 

choice—i.e. by making a conscious 

decision to do it, and not merely 

doing it out of thoughtless habit. 

The Rebbe

2 This is a reference to the 

commandment to “Love your 

fellow as yourself.” While it is 

a challenging commandment 

to keep, requiring much effort 

and work, it is also a necessary 

prerequisite to Torah study.  

The Rebbe

3 “Those in power” is an allusion 

to a person’s thoughts and feelings 

that control him. One must be wary 

of them, because sometimes they 

lead a person to evil, convincing 

him that they are actually good. 

Remember that they only wish 

to pursue pleasures, not God.  

The Rebbe

4 The boor isn’t necessarily 

ignorant, but rather unaffected by 

what he learns. In other words, his 

Torah knowledge does not refine 

him and make him better person. 

The mishnah teaches us that we 

must apply everything that we learn 

so that our sensitivity and conduct 

will be improved as a result. 

The Alter Rebbe
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community should work with them for the sake 
of Heaven and not to receive honor, because if 
they do so, the merit of their ancestors helps 
them succeed in their communal work, and their 
righteousness will last forever. Although the 
person was helped by the merit of the ancestors, 
God says: I will give you great reward as if you 
had accomplished it all by yourself. 

3 Beware of those in power3 because they 
befriend a person only for their own needs. 
They seem to be a friend when they are 
benefiting from a person, but they will not stand 
by a person and help him in his time of need. 

4 Rabban Gamliel would often say: Treat God’s 
will as though it were your own will, so that 
He will treat your will as though it were His 
will. Set aside your will in favor of God’s will, 
so that He will set aside the will of others in 
favor of your will. Hillel says: Do not separate 
yourself from the community and ignore their 
needs. Stay on guard and do not be sure of your 
ability to withstand temptation until the day 
you die. Do not judge your friend until you are 
in his place and can fully understand what he 
is going through. Do not say something that is 
not easily understood, relying on the fact that it 
will be understood after more thought, because 
it might be misinterpreted. Do not say, “I will 
learn Torah when I have free time,” because 
you may never have free time. 

5 Hillel would often say: A boor (an ignorant,4 

rough, and uncivilized person) cannot be 
afraid of sin. An unlearned person cannot be a 
chassid—someone who is extra careful with the 
Torah and its commandments. A person who 
is embarrassed to ask questions cannot learn. 
An impatient person who gets angry easily 

ם,  עְתָּ מְסַיַּ אֲבוֹתָם  כוּת  שֶׁזְּ׉
ם,  דֶת לָעַד, וְאַתֶּ קָתָם עוֹמֶֽ וְצִדְ׉
ה  מַעֲלֶה אֲנִי עֲלֵיכֶם שָׂכָר הַרְבֵּ

אִלּוּ עֲשִׂיתֶם.  כְּ

שֶׁאֵין  רָשׁוּת,  בָּ זְהִירִין  הֱווּ  ג 
א לְצֹֽרֶךְ  בִין לוֹ לְאָדָם אֶלָּ מְקָרְ׉
עַת  שַֽׁ אוֹהֲבִין בְּ עַצְמָן, נִרְאִין כְּ
דִין לוֹ לְאָדָם  אָתָן, וְאֵין עוֹמְ׉ הַנָּ

חֳקוֹ.  עַת דָּ שַֽׁ בְּ

ד הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: עֲשֵׂה רְצוֹנוֹ 
ךָ  רְצוֹנְ׉ עֲשֶׂה  שֶׁיַּ דֵי  כְּ ךָ,  צוֹנְ׉ רְ׉ כִּ
נֵי רְצוֹנוֹ  ךָ מִפְּ׉ ל רְצוֹנְ׉ טֵּ צוֹנוֹ, בַּ ר׉ְ כִּ
נֵי  ל רְצוֹן אֲחֵרִים מִפְּ׉ בַטֵּ דֵי שֶׁיְּ׉ כְּ
פְרוֹשׁ  ל אוֹמֵר: אַל תִּ רְצוֹנֶֽךָ. הִלֵּ
עַצְמָךְ  אֲמִין בְּ בּוּר, וְאַל תַּ מִן הַצִּ
אֶת  דִין  תָּ וְאַל  מוֹתָךְ,  יוֹם  עַד 
קוֹמוֹ,  לִמְ׉ יעַ  ֽ גִּ שֶׁתַּ עַד  חֲבֵרָךְ 
אֶפְשַׁר  שֶׁאִי  בָר  דָּ תּאֹמַר  וְאַל 
מַע, וְאַל  לִשְׁמֽוֹעַ שֶׁסּוֹפוֹ לְהִשָּׁ
א  שֶׁאֶפְנֶה אֶשְׁנֶה, שֶׁמָּ תּאֹמַר לִכְ׉

נֶה.  לאֹ תִפָּ

ה הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: אֵין בּוּר יְרֵא 
חָסִיד,  רֶץ  הָאָֽ עַם  וְלאֹ  חֵטְא, 
דָן  פְּ׉ הַקַּ וְלאֹ  לָמֵד,  שָׁן  יְּ׉ הַבַּ וְלאֹ 
חוֹרָה  ה בִסְ׉ רְבֶּ ד, וְלאֹ כָל הַמַּ מְלַמֵּ
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cannot teach. A person who spends too much 
time in business cannot become wise with Torah 
knowledge. In a place where there are no leaders, 
try hard to become a leader. 

6 Hillel also once saw a skull that was floating on 
the water. He said to the skull: God always causes 
justice in the end—because you drowned others, 
you were drowned. And those who drowned you 
will eventually be drowned as well, in retribution 
for drowning you. 

7 Hillel would often say: Do not indulge in too much 
eating, because the more flesh a person’s body has, 
the more there will be for the worms to eat in the 
grave. The more possessions someone has, the 
more worry he has. The more wives someone has, 
the more jealousy he creates amongst them, and 
they might even practice witchcraft in order to gain 
the husband’s attention. The more maids someone 
has, the more immorality there is in the house. The 
more servants someone has, the more stealing there 
is in the house. However, the more Torah someone 
learns, the more life he has. The more someone 
sits and learns, the more wisdom he has. The more 
advice someone receives from Torah scholars, 
the more he understands things on his own. The 
more charity someone gives, the more blessings 
of peace he causes. Someone who has acquired a 
good reputation has acquired something good for 
himself only in this world. However, someone who 
has acquired for himself Torah knowledge has 
acquired for himself everlasting life in the World 
to Come. 

8 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai received and 
learned Torah from Hillel and Shammai. He would 
often say: If you have learned a lot of Torah, do 
not take credit for yourself, because you have only 
done that which you were created to do. 

שֶׁאֵין  מָקוֹם  וּבְ׉ ים,  מַחְכִּ
ל לִהְיוֹת אִישׁ. דֵּ אֲנָשִׁים, הִשְׁתַּ

לֶֹת אַחַת  לְגּֽ ו אַף הוּא רָאָה גֻּ
יִם, אָמַר  ֽ נֵי הַמָּ פָה עַל פְּ ֽ שֶׁצָּ
פוּךְ,  אַטּ׉ְ פְתְּ  אַטֵּ דְּ עַל  לָהּ: 

יִךְ יְטוּפוּן.  פָֽ וְסוֹף מְטַיְ׉

ה  מַרְבֶּ אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  ז 
ה  מַרְבֶּ ה,  רִמָּ ה  מַרְבֶּ בָשָׂר 
ה  ה דְאָגָה, מַרְבֶּ נְכָסִים מַרְבֶּ
ה  ה כְשָׁפִים, מַרְבֶּ נָשִׁים מַרְבֶּ
ה  ה, מַרְבֶּ ה זִמָּ שְׁפָחוֹת מַרְבֶּ
ה  מַרְבֶּ גָזֵל.  ה  מַרְבֶּ עֲבָדִים 
ה  מַרְבֶּ ים,  חַיִּ ה  מַרְבֶּ תוֹרָה 
ה  ה חָכְמָה, מַרְבֶּ יְשִׁיבָה מַרְבֶּ
ה  ה תְבוּנָה, מַרְבֶּ עֵצָה מַרְבֶּ
קָנָה  שָׁלוֹם.  ה  מַרְבֶּ צְדָקָה 
שֵׁם טוֹב קָנָה לְעַצְמוֹ, קָנָה 
י  רֵי תוֹרָה קָנָה לוֹ חַיֵּ ב׉ְ לוֹ דִּ

א.  הָעוֹלָם הַבָּ

ל  קִבֵּ אי  זַכַּ ן  בֶּ יוֹחָנָן  ן  רַבָּ ח 
הָיָה  הוּא  אי.  מַּ וּמִשַּׁ ל  מֵהִלֵּ
תּוֹרָה  דְתָּ  לָמַֽ אִם  אוֹמֵר: 
טוֹבָה  חֲזִיק  תַּ אַל  ה,  הַרְבֵּ

. רְתָּ י לְכַךְ נוֹצָֽ לְעַצְמָךְ, כִּ
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9 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai had five 
special students. They were: Rabbi Eliezer 
ben Horkenus, Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Chananya, Rabbi Yosei the Kohen, Rabbi 
Shimon ben Netanel, and Rabbi Elazar ben 
Arach. He used to list their praiseworthy 
qualities as follows: Rabbi Eliezer ben 
Horkenus is like a cemented tank that does 
not lose a drop of water, because he does 
not forget anything. Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Chananya—his mother is fortunate that she 
gave birth to such a son.1 Rabbi Yosei the 
Kohen is a chassid—he does more than the 
law requires. Rabbi Shimon ben Netanel 
is a person who fears sin. Rabbi Elazar ben 
Arach is like a fountain that flows with ever-
increasing strength, because he always adds 
to his wisdom. Rabban Yochanan would 
often say: If all the wisdom of the Sages of 
the Jewish Nation would be on one side of 
a scale, and the knowledge of Rabbi Eliezer 
ben Horkenus would be on the other side, 
his knowledge would outweigh all of theirs.2 
Abba Shaul says a different version of this 
statement in Rabban Yochanan’s name: If all 
the wisdom of the Sages of the Jewish Nation 
would be on one side of a scale, including 
the wisdom of Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenus, 
and the wisdom of Rabbi Elazar ben Arach 
would be on the other side, his wisdom 
would outweigh all of theirs. 

לוֹ  הָיוּ  תַלְמִידִים  ה  חֲמִשָּׁ ט 
הֵן:  לּוּ  וְאֵֽ אי,  זַכַּ ן  בֶּ יוֹחָנָן  ן  לְרַבָּ
י  וְרַבִּ הוֹרְקְנוּס,  ן  בֶּ זֶר  אֱלִיעֶֽ י  רַבִּ
יוֹסֵי  י  וְרַבִּ חֲנַנְיָא,  ן  בֶּ עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ
נְתַנְאֵל,  ן  בֶּ שִׁמְעוֹן  י  וְרַבִּ הַכֹּהֵן, 
הָיָה  הוּא  עֲרָךְ.  ן  בֶּ אֶלְעָזָר  י  וְרַבִּ
ן  בֶּ זֶר  אֱלִיעֶֽ י  רַבִּ שְׁבָחָם:  מוֹנֶה 
ד  הוֹרְקְנוּס בּוֹר סוּד שֶׁאֵינוֹ מְאַבֵּ
חֲנַנְיָא  ן  בֶּ עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ י  רַבִּ ה,  טִפָּ
הַכֹּהֵן  יוֹסֵי  י  רַבִּ יוֹלַדְתּוֹ,  אַשְׁרֵי 
נְתַנְאֵל  ן  בֶּ שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ חָסִיד, 
ן עֲרָךְ  י אֶלְעָזָר בֶּ יְרֵא חֵטְא, וְרַבִּ
ר. הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר:  בֵּ תְגַּ מַעְיָן הַמִּ כְּ
כַף  מֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל בְּ ל חַכְ׉ אִם יִהְיוּ כָּ
הוֹרְקְנוּס  ן  בֶּ זֶר  וֶאֱלִיעֶֽ נַֽיִם,  מאֹזְ׉
ם.  לָּ כֻּ אֶת  יעַ  מַכְרִֽ ה,  שְׁנִיָּ כַף  בְּ
אִם  מוֹ:  מִשְּׁ׉ אוֹמֵר  שָׁאוּל  א  אַבָּ
כַף  בְּ יִשְׂרָאֵל  מֵי  חַכְ׉ ל  כָּ יִהְיוּ 
הוֹרְקְנוּס  ן  בֶּ זֶר  וֶאֱלִיעֶֽ נַֽיִם  מאֹזְ׉
כַף  ן עֲרָךְ בְּ הֶם, וְאֶלְעָזָר בֶּ אַף עִמָּ

ם.  לָּ יעַ אֶת כֻּ ה, מַכְרִֽ שְׁנִיָּ

1 Everyone is born with great 

potential, but it requires hard work to 

actualize it. Rabbi Yehoshua didn’t 

let anything remain in potential; he 

used all of his potential from birth to 

the fullest extent. The Rebbe

2 Even though Abba Shaul was 

blessed with a great memory, he 

says that Rabbi Elazar—who was 

always expanding his knowledge 

(not just remembering it)—was 

greater. This teaches us not to be 

satisfied with only doing what we 

are naturally good at. We must strive 

to develop qualities that are not yet 

part of our nature. The Rebbe
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10 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said to his 
students: Go out and see which is the good way 
to which a person should adhere—what is the best 
thing that a person should strive to have in his life? 
The students came back with various answers. 
Rabbi Eliezer says: Looking at everything with a 
good eye—being generous and happy for others. 
Rabbi Yehoshua says: Being a good friend to help 
and advise people. Rabbi Yosei says: Being a good 
neighbor to positively influence your surroundings. 
Rabbi Shimon says: Seeing and anticipating the 
results of events and actions before they occur.1 

Rabbi Elazar says: Having a good heart—having 
kind and positive feelings toward others. Rabban 
Yochanan ben Zakkai then said to them: I prefer 
what Elazar ben Arach said to what the rest of 
you said, because what he said—having kind and 
positive feelings toward others—includes all the 
other good qualities that you mentioned, because 
it leads to them. He also said to them: Go out and 
see which path is the bad path from which a person 
should keep far away. Rabbi Eliezer says: Looking 
at everything with a bad eye—being stingy and 
jealous of others. Rabbi Yehoshua says: Being a bad 
friend. Rabbi Yosei says: Being a bad neighbor. 
Rabbi Shimon says: Being a person who does not 
realize that he will be unable to repay a loan, and so 
he borrows and does not pay back. Someone who 
borrows from a person and does not pay it back is 

אוּ אֵיזוֹ  י אָמַר לָהֶם: צְאוּ וּרְ׉
הּ  ק בָּ דְבַּ רֶךְ טוֹבָה שֶׁיִּ ֽ הִיא דֶּ
זֶר אוֹמֵר:  י אֱלִיעֶֽ הָאָדָם. רַבִּ
עַ אוֹמֵר:  י יְהוֹשֻֽׁ יִן טוֹבָה. רַבִּ עַֽ
י יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר:  חָבֵר טוֹב. רַבִּ
י שִׁמְעוֹן אוֹמֵר:  שָׁכֵן טוֹב. רַבִּ
י  רַבִּ הַנּוֹלָד.  אֶת  הָרוֹאֶה 
אֶלְעָזָר אוֹמֵר: לֵב טוֹב. אָמַר 
רֵי  בְ׉ דִּ אֶת  אֲנִי  רוֹאֶה  לָהֶם: 
רֵיכֶם,  בְ׉ מִדִּ עֲרָךְ  ן  בֶּ אֶלְעָזָר 
רֵיכֶם.  בְ׉ דִּ בָרָיו  דְּ לַל  כְ׉ שֶׁבִּ
אֵיזוֹ  אוּ  וּרְ׉ צְאוּ  לָהֶם:  אָמַר 
תְרַחֵק  שֶׁיִּ רָעָה  רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ הִיא 
זֶר  י אֱלִיעֶֽ ה הָאָדָם. רַבִּ נָּ ֽ מִמֶּ
עַ  י יְהוֹשֻֽׁ יִן רָעָה. רַבִּ אוֹמֵר: עַֽ
יוֹסֵי  י  רַבִּ רָע.  חָבֵר  אוֹמֵר: 
י שִׁמְעוֹן  אוֹמֵר: שָׁכֵן רָע. רַבִּ
ם,  אוֹמֵר: הַלּוֶֹה וְאֵינוֹ מְשַׁלֵּ
לוֶֹה  אֶחָד הַלּוֶֹה מִן הָאָדָם כְּ
לוֶֹה  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ קוֹם,  הַמָּ מִן 

1 The mishnah says “sees” instead 

of “understands,” because even 

when you understand negative 

consequences, you can always 

justify them. Seeing, however, 

affects you to the very core. Nothing 

will convince you otherwise. 

The Rebbe

Alternatively, “One who sees that 

which is born.” This means that we 

must look at all of creation and see 

how came to be—see how it was 

“born.” We must keep in mind that 

God is the source of everything, and 

that He constantly recreates the 

entire universe. Remembering this 

will certainly keep us away from sin. 

The Rebbe

2 The mishnah is expounding 

upon the commandment to “Love 

your fellow as yourself.” You love 

yourself because you consider 

yourself important and not merely 

because you were commanded to. 

The same should apply to your love 

for others. It should be dear and 

genuine to you, and not something 

that feels imposed upon you. 

The Rebbe
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like someone borrowing from God. As it says in 
Psalms: A wicked person borrows and does not pay 
back, but God, Who is righteous, acts graciously 
and gives the lender back his money. Now the 
borrower owes it to God. Rabbi Elazar says: Having 
a bad heart—negative feelings toward others. 
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai then said to them: I 
prefer what Elazar ben Arach said to what the rest 
of you said, because what he said—having negative 
feelings toward others—includes all the other bad 
qualities that you mentioned, because it leads to 
them. Each of these five Sages said three things. 
Rabbi Eliezer says: Your friend’s honor should be 
as dear to you as your own honor, so do not become 
angry easily when he does something wrong, just as 
you would be patient with yourself. Repent one day 
before you die. Since you do not know which day 
will be your last, repent every day. Warm yourself 
next to the fire of Torah scholars—keep in close 
contact with them—but be careful not to become too 
casual and friendly with them, because you might 
act disrespectfully and be “burned by their coals”—
be punished; because their bite is like the bite of a 
fox, their sting is like the sting of a scorpion, their 
hiss is like the hiss of a snake, and all their words 
are like burning coals. 

11 Rabbi Yehoshua says: Having a bad—stingy and 
jealous—eye, fulfilling the temptations of the evil 
inclination, and hating people for no reason, can 
destroy a person’s life and drive him from the world.

12 Rabbi Yosei says: Your friend’s money should 
be as dear to you as your own money.2 Prepare 
yourself to work very hard for Torah learning, 
because it does not come to you easily and 
automatically, like an inheritance. All your actions, 
including your mundane activities such as eating 
and sleeping, should be done for the sake of being 
able to serve God. 

יק  וְצַדִּ ם,  יְשַׁלֵּ וְלאֹ  רָשָׁע 
אֶלְעָזָר  י  רַבִּ וְנוֹתֵן.  חוֹנֵן 
לָהֶם:  אָמַר  רָע.  לֵב  אוֹמֵר: 
רֵי אֶלְעָזָר  בְ׉ רוֹאֶה אֲנִי אֶת דִּ
לַל  כְ׉ רֵיכֶם, שֶׁבִּ בְ׉ ן עֲרָךְ מִדִּ בֶּ
רוּ  אָמְ׉ הֵם  רֵיכֶם.  בְ׉ דִּ בָרָיו  דְּ
זֶר  י אֱלִיעֶֽ שְׁלשָֹׁה דְבָרִים. רַבִּ
חֲבֵרָךְ  כְבוֹד  יְהִי  אוֹמֵר: 
הִי  ךְ, וְאַל תְּ שֶׁלָּ חָבִיב עָלֶֽיךָ כְּ
נֽוֹחַ לִכְעוֹס. וְשׁוּב יוֹם אֶחָד 
ם  נֵי מִיתָתָךְ. וֶהֱוֵי מִתְחַמֵּ לִפְ׉
נֶֽגֶד אוֹרָן שֶׁל חֲכָמִים, וֶהֱוֵי  כְּ
וֶה,  תִכָּ שֶׁלּאֹ  גַחֲלָתָן  בְּ זָהִיר 
שׁוּעָל,  נְשִׁיכַת  שִׁיכָתָן  שֶׁנְּ׉
עַקְרָב,  עֲקִיצַת  וַעֲקִיצָתָן 
חִישָׁתָן לְחִישַׁת שָׂרָף, וְכָל  וּלְ׉

גַחֲלֵי אֵשׁ.  רֵיהֶם כְּ בְ׉ דִּ

יִן  עַֽ אוֹמֵר:  עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ י  רַבִּ יא 
וְשִׂנְאַת  הָרָע,  וְיֵצֶֽר  הָרָע, 
אֶת  מוֹצִיאִין  רִיּוֹת,  הַבּ׉ְ

הָאָדָם מִן הָעוֹלָם. 

י יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר: יְהִי מָמוֹן  יב רַבִּ
ךְ.  שֶׁלָּ כְּ עָלֶֽיךָ  חָבִיב  חֲבֵרָךְ 
וְהַתְקֵן עַצְמָךְ לִלְמוֹד תּוֹרָה, 
וְכָל  לָךְ.  ה  יְרֻשָּׁ שֶׁאֵינָהּ 
יִם.  יךָ יִהְיוּ לְשֵׁם שָׁמָֽ מַעֲשֶֽׂ
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13 Rabbi Shimon says: Be very careful about 
reading the Shema and praying at the proper 
time. When you pray, do not make your 
prayer something you do out of habit; rather, 
make it a heartfelt plea and a request for 
mercy before God,1 Who is merciful and kind. 
As it says in the book of Joel: God is gracious 
and merciful; He is slow to anger and has 
a lot of kindness, and He is lenient with 
punishments. Do not consider yourself to be 
wicked, because that can cause you to stop 
caring about sins, or make you depressed. 

14 Rabbi Elazar says: Work hard to learn 
Torah. Know what to answer someone who 
mocks or does not believe in the Jewish 
beliefs. Know before Whom you are working 
and know Who your Boss is, Who will pay 
you the reward for your work. 

15 Rabbi Tarfon says: The day is short, and 
time is very limited; there is a lot of work 
to be done in Torah learning and serving 
God. The workers are lazy and could really 
achieve more if they put in extra effort.2 The 
reward for this work is great, and God, the 
Master, is pushing the workers, eager for 
them to achieve more. 

16 Rabbi Tarfon would often say: Although 
there is so much to be done, do not be 
discouraged because it is not required of you 
to complete all the work. You are required, 
however, to do as much as you possibly can, 
and you are not free to stop trying. If you 
have learned a lot of Torah, God will give 
you a lot of reward; your Boss is trusted to 
pay you the reward for your work, but know 
that the righteous receive their reward in 
the World to Come. 

זָהִיר  הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר:  שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ יג 
ה.  פִלָּ וּבִתְ׉ שְׁמַע  רִיאַת  קְ׉ בִּ
עַשׂ  ֽ תַּ אַל  ל,  לֵּ מִתְפַּ ה  שֶׁאַתָּ וּכְ׉
רַחֲמִים  א  אֶלָּ קְבַע,  ךָ  תְ׉ פִלָּ תְּ
אֱמַר:  קוֹם, שֶׁנֶּ נֵי הַמָּ וְתַחֲנוּנִים לִפְ׉
יִם  ֽ רֶךְ אַפַּ י חַנּוּן וְרַחוּם הוּא, אֶֽ כִּ
סֶד, וְנִחָם עַל הָרָעָה. וְאַל  וְרַב חֶֽ

ךָ.  נֵי עַצְמֶֽ פְ׉ הִי רָשָׁע בִּ תְּ

י אֶלְעָזָר אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי שָׁקוּד  יד רַבִּ
שִׁיב  תָּ לִלְמוֹד תּוֹרָה. וְדַע מַה שֶּׁ
ה  נֵי מִי אַתָּ יקוּרוּס. וְדַע לִפְ׉ לְאֶפִּ
ךָ  ֽ מְלַאכְתֶּ עַל  ֽ בַּ הוּא  וּמִי  עָמֵל, 

ךָ.  תֶֽ עֻלָּ ם לָךְ שְׂכַר פְּ שַׁלֶּ שֶׁיְּ׉

י טַרְפוֹן אוֹמֵר: הַיּוֹם קָצֵר,  טו רַבִּ
וְהַפּוֹעֲלִים  ה,  מְרֻבָּ לָאכָה  וְהַמְּ׉
עַל  וּבַֽ ה,  הַרְבֵּ כָר  וְהַשָּׂ עֲצֵלִים, 

יִת דּוֹחֵק. ֽ הַבַּ

עָלֶֽיךָ  לאֹ  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  טז 
ה  אַתָּ וְלאֹ  לִגְמוֹר,  לָאכָה  הַמְּ׉
אִם  ה,  נָּ ֽ מִמֶּ טֵל  לְהִבָּ חוֹרִין  בֶן 
לָךְ  נִין  נוֹתְ׉ ה,  הַרְבֵּ תּוֹרָה  דְתָּ  לָמַֽ
עַל  ֽ בַּ הוּא  וְנֶאֱמָן  ה,  הַרְבֵּ שָׂכָר 
שְׂכַר  לָךְ  ם  שַׁלֶּ שֶׁיְּ׉ ךָ  ֽ מְלַאכְתֶּ
ן שְׂכָרָן שֶׁל  תַּ ךָ, וְדַע שֶׁמַּ תֶֽ עֻלָּ פְּ

יקִים לֶעָתִיד לָבאֹ. צַדִּ
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י  ,Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One רַבִּ
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have 
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of 
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many 
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The 
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s 
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.

 

ל  All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World כָּ
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of 
the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they 
will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never 
be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize that they 
are the branch of My planting and the work of My hands, 
in which I, God, take pride. 

1 Akavya ben Mahalalel says: Look at and consider 
these three things at all times,3 and you will not 
come to commit a sin: Know where you came 
from, where you are going, and before Whom 
you will eventually have to give justification and 
a detailed report of everything you did during 
your lifetime. The mishnah explains: Where did 
you come from? The body begins growing from a 
spoiled drop of fluid in the mother’s womb. Where 
are you going? You will eventually die and go to 
a grave, a place that is full of dust, worms, and 
maggots. Before Whom will you give a detailed 
report? Before the supreme King of all kings, the 
Holy One, blessed be He. 

CHAPTER THREE

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 277

דוֹשׁ  ן עֲקַשְׁיָא אוֹמֵר: רָצָה הַקָּ י חֲנַנְיָא בֶּ רַבִּ
ה  רוּךְ הוּא לְזַכּוֹת אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל, לְפִיכָךְ הִרְבָּ בָּ
עַן  אֱמַר: יְיָ חָפֵץ לְמַֽ לָהֶם תּוֹרָה וּמִצְוֹת, שֶׁנֶּ

יר. יל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּ צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ

א,  הַבָּ לְעוֹלָם  לֶק  חֵֽ לָהֶם  יֵשׁ  יִשְׂרָאֵל  ל  כָּ
שׁוּ  יקִים, לְעוֹלָם יִֽירְ׉ ם צַדִּ לָּ ךְ כֻּ אֱמַר: וְעַמֵּ שֶׁנֶּ

אֵר. עַי מַעֲשֵׂה יָדַי לְהִתְפָּ רֶץ, נֵֽצֶר מַטָּ אָֽ

אוֹמֵר:  מַהֲלַלְאֵל  ן  בֶּ עֲקַבְיָא  א 
לשָֹׁה דְבָרִים, וְאֵין  שְׁ׉ ל בִּ כֵּ הִסְתַּ
יִן  ע מֵאַֽ ה בָא לִידֵי עֲבֵרָה. דַּ אַתָּ
נֵי  ה הוֹלֵךְ, וְלִפְ׉ אָן אַתָּ אתָ, וּלְ׉ ֽ בָּ
ין וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן.  ן דִּ ה עָתִיד לִתֵּ מִי אַתָּ
סְרוּחָה.  ה  פָּ מִטִּ אתָ:  ֽ בָּ יִן  מֵאַֽ
קוֹם עָפָר  ה הוֹלֵךְ: לִמְ׉ אָן אַתָּ וּלְ׉
ה  נֵי מִי אַתָּ ה וְתוֹלֵעָה. וְלִפְ׉ רִמָּ
נֵי  לִפְ׉ וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן:  ין  דִּ ן  לִתֵּ עָתִיד 
דוֹשׁ  הַקָּ לָכִים  הַמְּ׉ כֵי  מַלְ׉ לֶךְ  מֶֽ

רוּךְ הוּא.  בָּ

1 Alternatively, “Don’t make your 

own prayer primary.” Whenever 

a Jew suffers, the Divine 

Presence also suffers. Rather 

than focusing primarily on your 

own concerns, pray for mercy on 

behalf of the Divine Presence, 

which is suffering with you. 

Ba’al Shem Tov

2 This mishnah even provides a 

lesson for someone who is fully 

utilizing his time, doing his work, 

and is not lazy. The only thing 

such a person is missing is not 

forcing himself to go beyond his 

natural limits. To stretch one’s limit 

is called “much work,” and the 

“workers are lazy” in this regard.  

The Rebbe

3 By looking at “three things” you 

will not do a sin. In addition to the 

two obvious components of your 

life—God and yourself—there is 

a third component: a world that 

must be elevated. Your soul came 

down to this world for a purpose—

to reveal God’s holiness in it. If you 

keep this in mind, you will not come 

to sin. The Rebbe
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הַכֹּהֲנִים  סְגַן  חֲנִינָא  י  רַבִּ ב 
לוֹמָהּ  שְׁ׉ בִּ ל  לֵּ מִתְפַּ הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר: 
כוּת, שֶׁאִלְמָלֵא מוֹרָאָהּ,  שֶׁל מַלְ׉
י  לָעוֹ. רַבִּ ים בְּ הוּ חַיִּ אִישׁ אֶת רֵעֵֽ
רַדְיוֹן אוֹמֵר: שְׁנַֽיִם  ן תְּ חֲנִינָא בֶּ
רֵי  בְ׉ דִּ ינֵיהֶם  בֵּ וְאֵין  בִין  שֶׁיּוֹשְׁ׉
לֵצִים,  מוֹשַׁב  זֶה  הֲרֵי  תוֹרָה, 
לאֹ  לֵצִים  מוֹשַׁב  וּבְ׉ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ
בִין וְיֵשׁ  יָשָׁב. אֲבָל שְׁנַֽיִם שֶׁיּוֹשְׁ׉
שְׁכִינָה  תוֹרָה,  רֵי  בְ׉ דִּ ינֵיהֶם  בֵּ
אָז  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ בֵינֵיהֶם,  שְׁרוּיָה 
הוּ,  אֵי יְיָ אִישׁ אֶל רֵעֵֽ רוּ יִרְ׉ נִדְבְּ
פֶר  תֵב סֵֽ כָּ שְׁמָע, וַיִּ קְשֵׁב יְיָ וַיִּ וַיַּ
בֵי  חֹשְׁ׉ אֵי יְיָ וּלְ׉ רוֹן לְפָנָיו לְיִרְ׉ זִכָּ
ֽיִן  א שְׁנַֽיִם, מִנַּ שְׁמוֹ. אֵין לִי אֶלָּ
וְעוֹסֵק  שֶׁיּוֹשֵׁב  אֶחָד  אֲפִילוּ 
הוּא  רוּךְ  בָּ דוֹשׁ  שֶׁהַקָּ תּוֹרָה  בַּ
יֵשֵׁב  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ שָׂכָר,  לוֹ  עַ  קוֹבֵֽ

י נָטַל עָלָיו.  דָד וְיִדֹּם כִּ בָּ

שְׁלשָֹׁה  אוֹמֵר:  שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ ג 
וְלאֹ  אֶחָד,  שֻׁלְחָן  עַל  לוּ  שֶׁאָכְ׉
אִלּוּ  רֵי תוֹרָה, כְּ בְ׉ רוּ עָלָיו דִּ אָמְ׉

2 Rabbi Chanina, the head assistant of the High 
Priest, says: Pray for the well-being and success 
of the government, because if not for fear of 
government, people would swallow each other 
alive. Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon says: If two 
people sit together and no words of Torah are 
discussed between them,1 it is considered to be 
a gathering of jokers, and God does not dwell 
there. As it says in Psalms: A righteous person 
does not sit among a gathering of jokers. But if 
two people sit together and words of Torah are 
discussed between them, the Divine Presence 
rests amongst them, as it says in Malachi: Then 
the people who fear the Lord spoke words of 
Torah one to another, and God paid attention 
and heard, and their words were written in a 
book of remembrance before Him, in order to 
reward those who fear the Lord and think about 
His Name—His Torah. From this verse we know 
only that the Divine Presence rests among two 
people who discuss Torah. From where do we 
know that if even one person sits by himself 
and occupies himself with Torah the Holy One, 
blessed be He, sets a reward for him? From a 
verse in Lamentations, where it says: Let him 
sit alone and study Torah quietly, because for 
doing so he can take a reward for himself. 

3 Rabbi Shimon says: If three people ate 
together at the same table2 and did not speak 
words of Torah upon it, it is as if they ate from 
sacrifices offered to idols that are made of dead, 
physical material. As it says in Isaiah: If a meal 

1 Words of Torah must be discussed 

“between them,” and not just kept 

to yourself. The Divine Presence 

does not rest among people who 

lack the humility to learn with 

others. The Rebbe

2 The mishnah specifies “one“ 

table to hint to us that discussing 

Torah at a meal elevates something 

that is seemingly separate from God 

(the food) and makes it “one” with 

him. The Rebbe

3 Torah study should be an 

enjoyable experience, but there are 

times when a person feels that he is 

too busy for it. At these times one 

must remember that Torah study is 

also an obligation. The Rebbe
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consists only of physical pleasure, and there is 
no mention of God, then all the tables are filled 
with vomit and waste. But if three people ate 
at the same table and spoke words of Torah 
upon it, it is as if they ate from God’s table, as 
it says in Ezekiel regarding the Golden Table in 
the Holy Temple, “And he said to me, ‘This is 
the table that is before the Lord.’ ” Any table 
upon which words of God’s Torah are spoken is 
considered God’s table. 

4 Rabbi Chanina ben Chachinai says: One who 
stays awake at night or one who travels alone on 
a road, and turns his heart to worthless things 
instead of thinking about Torah, is responsible 
for anything bad that happens to him, because 
studying Torah would have helped protect him 
from danger. 

5 Rabbi Nechunya ben Hakanah says: Whoever 
accepts upon himself the yoke of learning and 
supporting Torah,3 God removes the yoke and 
oppression of government and the yoke and 
worry of worldly affairs from him. Whoever 
removes the yoke of Torah from himself, God 
places the yoke of government and the yoke of 
worldly affairs upon him. 

6 Rabbi Chalafta ben Dosa from Kfar Chananya 
says: If ten people sit and are involved in Torah 
learning, the Divine Presence rests among 
them. As it says in Psalms: God stands in the 
congregation of God. The Divine Presence rests 
among ten people—a congregation—when they 
learn Torah. From where do we know that the 
Divine Presence rests even among five people 
who learn Torah together? From a verse in Amot, 
where it says: God established His bundle on 
the earth and He rests upon it. A bundle, carried 
with the five fingers of the hand, corresponds to 

אֱמַר:  חֵי מֵתִים, שֶׁנֶּ בְ׉ לוּ מִזִּ אָכְ׉
קִיא  אוּ  מָלְ׉ שֻׁלְחָנוֹת  ל  כָּ י  כִּ
לִי מָקוֹם. אֲבָל שְׁלשָֹׁה  צוֹאָה בְּ
רוּ  לוּ עַל שֻׁלְחָן אֶחָד וְאָמְ׉ שֶׁאָכְ׉
לוּ  אִלּוּ אָכְ׉ רֵי תוֹרָה, כְּ בְ׉ עָלָיו דִּ
אֱמַר:  לְחָנוֹ שֶׁל מָקוֹם, שֶׁנֶּ מִשֻּׁ
לְחָן אֲשֶׁר  ר אֵלַי, זֶה הַשֻּׁ דַבֵּ וַיְ׉

נֵי יְיָ.  לִפְ׉

ן חֲכִינָאִי אוֹמֵר:  י חֲנִינָא בֶּ ד רַבִּ
רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ ךְ בַּ הַלֵּ ֽיְלָה, וְהַמְ׉ לַּ עוֹר בַּ הַנֵּ
לָה,  לְבַטָּ לִבּוֹ  ה  פַנֶּ וּמְ׉ יְחִידִי, 

נַפְשׁוֹ.  ב בְּ הֲרֵי זֶה מִתְחַיֵּ

נָה אוֹמֵר:  ן הַקָּ י נְחוּנְיָא בֶּ ה רַבִּ
ל עָלָיו עוֹל תּוֹרָה,  קַבֵּ ל הַמְ׉ כָּ
כוּת  מַלְ׉ עוֹל  נּוּ  ֽ מִמֶּ מַעֲבִירִין 
הַפּוֹרֵק  וְכָל  רֶץ,  אֶֽ רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ וְעוֹל 
נִין עָלָיו  נוּ עוֹל תּוֹרָה, נוֹתְ׉ ֽ מִמֶּ
רֶץ.  רֶךְ אֶֽ ֽ כוּת וְעוֹל דֶּ עוֹל מַלְ׉

ן דּוֹסָא אִישׁ  א בֶּ י חֲלַפְתָּ ו רַבִּ
עֲשָׂרָה  אוֹמֵר:  חֲנַנְיָא  פַר  כְּ
תּוֹרָה,  בַּ קִין  וְעוֹסְ׉ בִין  שֶׁיּוֹשְׁ׉
בֵינֵיהֶם,  שְׁרוּיָה  שְׁכִינָה 
עֲדַת  ב בַּ אֱמַר: אֱלהִֹים נִצָּ שֶׁנֶּ
ה,  חֲמִשָּׁ אֲפִילוּ  ֽיִן  וּמִנַּ אֵל. 
רֶץ  אֶֽ עַל  תוֹ  וַאֲגֻדָּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ
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1 Give charity with humility, because 

even your ability to choose whether 

or not to give (“you”) is a gift from 

God. The Rebbe 

2 Alternatively, “One who interrupts 

because of his learning.” Part 

of serving God is eliminating 

the ego. One who interrupts his 

learning because of his learning—

in order to look back and admire 

his academic accomplishments—is 

considered to have transgressed a 

capital sin, because by undermining 

the true purpose of Torah study, 

he is disconnecting himself 

from God, the source of life. 

The Maggid of Mezritch

3 Torah is the source of life for a 

Jew. When one forgets his learning, 

it’s like losing a life. The Rebbe

five people who learn Torah together. From where 
do we know that the Divine Presence rests even 
among three people who learn Torah together? 
From a verse in Psalms, where it says: God sits 
among the three judges of a court and makes His 
own judgment. From where do we know that the 
Divine Presence rests even upon two people who 
learn Torah together? From a verse in Malachi, 
where it says: Then the people who fear the Lord 
spoke to each other, and the Lord paid attention 
and heard. From where do we know that the Divine 
Presence rests upon even one person who learns 
Torah? From the Torah, where it says: In any place 
where I have given you permission to mention My 
name—if you mention it, I will come to you and 
bless you. 

7 Rabbi Elazar of Bartota says: When you serve God, 
give Him from what comes from Him—for example, 
serve Him by spending money on commandments 
or giving generously to charity, because you, and 
everything that you own, really belong to Him.1 
That is what King David says: Everything comes 
from You, God, and everything that we give You 
is originally from Your hand. Rabbi Yaakov says: 
Someone who walks in the street and studies Torah 
by heart and interrupts his study—even to admire 
God’s beautiful world and say, “How beautiful is 
this tree! How beautiful is this plowed field!”2—is 
considered by the Torah as if he has committed a 
sin for which he would deserve to lose his life.3 

ֽיִן אֲפִילוּ שְׁלשָֹׁה,  יְסָדָהּ. וּמִנַּ
אֱלהִֹים  רֶב  קֶֽ בְּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ
ֽיִן אֲפִילוּ שְׁנַֽיִם,  יִשְׁפֹּט. וּמִנַּ
אֵי יְיָ  רוּ יִרְ׉ אֱמַר: אָז נִדְבְּ שֶׁנֶּ
יְיָ  קְשֵׁב  וַיַּ הוּ,  רֵעֵֽ אֶל  אִישׁ 
ֽיִן אֲפִילוּ אֶחָד,  שְׁמָע. וּמִנַּ וַיִּ
קוֹם  הַמָּ כָל  בְּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ
יר אֶת שְׁמִי, אָבאֹ  אֲשֶׁר אַזְכִּ

יךָ.  ֽ אֵלֶֽיךָ וּבֵרַכְתִּ

רְתּוֹתָא  י אֶלְעָזָר אִישׁ בַּ ז רַבִּ

ה  לּוֹ, שֶׁאַתָּ ן לוֹ מִשֶּׁ אוֹמֵר: תֶּ
דָוִד הוּא  ךְ שֶׁלּוֹ. וְכֵן בְּ וְשֶׁלָּ
ךָ  דְ׉ ךָ הַכֹּל וּמִיָּ י מִמְּ׉ אוֹמֵר: כִּ
י יַעֲקֹב אוֹמֵר:  נּוּ לָךְ. רַבִּ נָתַֽ
וְשׁוֹנֶה,  רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ בַּ ךְ  הַלֵּ הַמְ׉
וְאוֹמֵר:  שְׁנָתוֹ  מִמִּ וּמַפְסִיק 
אֶה  אֶה אִילָן זֶה, מַה נָּ מַה נָּ
תוּב  נִיר זֶה, מַעֲלֶה עָלָיו הַכָּ

נַפְשׁוֹ.  ב בְּ אִלּוּ מִתְחַיֵּ כְּ
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8 Rabbi Dostai bar Yannai said in the name 
of Rabbi Meir: Whoever forgets even one 
thing of his Torah learning because he did 
not review it is considered by the Torah 
as if he has committed a sin for which he 
would lose his life, as it says in the Torah: 
But be careful and guard your life very 
much in case you forget what your eyes 
saw at Mount Sinai—the giving of the Torah. 
You could think that this applies even if he 
forgot what he learned because it was too 
difficult for him to remember it, therefore the 
Torah says, “In case the words of Torah are 
removed from your heart throughout all the 
days of your life” to teach us—that he is not 
considered to have committed a sin for which 
he would lose his life unless he knowingly 
removes what he learned from his mind by 
sitting around and not reviewing.

9 Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa says: Anyone 
whose fear of sin4 takes priority over his 
wisdom, his wisdom will last. But anyone 
whose wisdom takes priority over his fear 
of sin, his wisdom will not last. 

10 Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa would often 
say: Anyone whose good deeds exceed his 
wisdom,5 his wisdom will last. But anyone 
whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, his 
wisdom will not last. Rabbi Chanina ben 
Dosa would often say: Anyone who people 
find to be pleasant, God also finds to be 
pleasant, because, by being pleasant, he 

י  אי מִשּׁוּם רַבִּ י יַנַּ רַבִּ אִי בְּ י דוֹסְתָּ ח רַבִּ
בָר אֶחָד  חַ דָּ ל הַשּׁוֹכֵֽ מֵאִיר אוֹמֵר: כָּ
אִלּוּ  תוּב כְּ שְׁנָתוֹ, מַעֲלֶה עָלָיו הַכָּ מִמִּ
מֶר  ֽ אֱמַר: רַק הִשָּׁ נַפְשׁוֹ, שֶׁנֶּ ב בְּ מִתְחַיֵּ
ח  שְׁכַּ תִּ ן  פֶּ מְאֹד  נַפְשְׁךָ  מֹר  וּשְׁ׉ לְךָ 
בָרִים אֲשֶׁר רָאוּ עֵינֶֽיךָ. יָכוֹל  ׉ אֶת הַדְּ
לְמוּד  פָה עָלָיו מִשְׁנָתוֹ, תַּ קְ׉ אֲפִילוּ תָּ
יְמֵי  כֹּל  ךָ  בָבְ׉ מִלְּ׉ יָסֽוּרוּ  וּפֶן  לוֹמַר: 
נַפְשׁוֹ עַד  ב בְּ יֽךָ, הָא אֵינוֹ מִתְחַיֵּ חַיֶּ

בּוֹ.  שֵׁב וִיסִירֵם מִלִּ שֶׁיֵּ

ן דּוֹסָא אוֹמֵר: כֹּל  י חֲנִינָא בֶּ ט רַבִּ
מֶת לְחָכְמָתוֹ,  רְאַת חֶטְאוֹ קוֹדֶֽ שֶׁיִּ
מֶֽת. וְכֹל שֶׁחָכְמָתוֹ  חָכְמָתוֹ מִתְקַיֶּ
אֵין  חֶטְאוֹ,  לְיִרְאַת  מֶת  קוֹדֶֽ

מֶֽת.  חָכְמָתוֹ מִתְקַיֶּ

עֲשָׂיו  שֶׁמַּ כֹּל  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  י 
מֶֽת.  ין מֵחָכְמָתוֹ, חָכְמָתוֹ מִתְקַיֶּ מְרֻבִּ
עֲשָׂיו,  מִמַּ ה  מְרֻבָּ שֶׁחָכְמָתוֹ  וְכֹל 
הָיָה  הוּא  מֶֽת.  מִתְקַיֶּ חָכְמָתוֹ  אֵין 
נוֹחָה  רִיּוֹת  ׉ הַבְּ שֶׁרֽוּחַ  כֹּל  אוֹמֵר: 
נּוּ.  קוֹם נוֹחָה הֵימֶֽ נּוּ, רֽוּחַ הַמָּ הֵימֶֽ
נוֹחָה  רִיּוֹת  הַבּ׉ְ רֽוּחַ  שֶׁאֵין  וְכֹל 

4 Fear of sin also refers to prayer, 

which instills the humility and 

fear of God that is necessary 

to make one’s studies endure. 

The Rebbe 

5 Wisdom refers to serving God 

based on understanding. Deeds 

refer to obediently serving God 

whether understood or not. 

Deeds are the “roots,” since they 

come from a much deeper level 

of the soul, namely, its source. 

Understanding only comes from 

the lower levels of the soul.  

The Previous Rebbe 

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



PIRKEI AVOT
 
|

 
460

Chapter Three

sanctifies God’s Name. But anyone who people 
do not find to be pleasant, God does not find 
to be pleasant either, because he desecrates 
God’s Name. Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas says: 
Sleeping in the late morning, drinking wine in 
the middle of the day, childish conversations, 
and sitting in places where ignorant people 
gather—remove a person from having a 
fulfilled life in the world. 

11 Rabbi Elazar of Modi’in says: Someone 
who disgraces holy things, someone who 
disrespects the festivals, someone who 
embarrasses his friend in public, someone 
who nullifies the covenant of Abraham our 
forefather by not having a circumcision, 
and someone who explains Torah not 
according to its correct meaning—even if 
one of these people has learned much Torah 
and performed many good deeds,1 he has no 
part in the World to Come unless he repents 
for his actions. 

12 Rabbi Yishmael says: Give in easily 
to an important person, be pleasant 
to a younger person, and greet every 
person cheerfully.2 

נוֹחָה  קוֹם  הַמָּ רֽוּחַ  אֵין  נּוּ,  הֵימֶֽ
ינַס  הָרְכִּ ן  בֶּ דוֹסָא  י  רַבִּ נּוּ.  הֵימֶֽ
אוֹמֵר: שֵׁנָה שֶׁל שַׁחֲרִית, וְיַיִֽן שֶׁל 
לָדִים, וִישִׁיבַת  יִם, וְשִׂיחַת הַיְ׉ צָהֳרָֽ
רֶץ,  הָאָֽ י  עַמֵּ שֶׁל  כְנֵסִיּוֹת  י  תֵּ בָּ
מוֹצִיאִין אֶת הָאָדָם מִן הָעוֹלָם. 

אוֹמֵר:  הַמּוּדָעִי  אֶלְעָזָר  י  רַבִּ יא 
ה  בַזֶּ דָשִׁים, וְהַמְ׉ ל אֶת הַקֳּ חַלֵּ הַמְ׉
נֵי  פְּ ין  לְבִּ וְהַמַּ הַמּוֹעֲדוֹת,  אֶת 
רִיתוֹ  בְּ פֵר  וְהַמֵּ ים,  רַבִּ בָּ חֲבֵרוֹ 
ה  גַלֶּ וְהַמְ׉ ינוּ,  אָבִֽ אַבְרָהָם  שֶׁל 
תּוֹרָה שֶׁלּאֹ כַהֲלָכָה, אַף  פָנִים בַּ
יָדוֹ תּוֹרָה וּמַעֲשִׂים  שׁ בְּ י שֶׁיֵּ עַל פִּ
א.  לֶק לָעוֹלָם הַבָּ טוֹבִים, אֵין לוֹ חֵֽ

י יִשְׁמָעֵאל אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי קַל  יב רַבִּ
וֶהֱוֵי  לְתִשְׁחֽוֹרֶת,  וְנֽוֹחַ  לְראֹשׁ, 
שִׂמְחָה.  ל הָאָדָם בְּ ל אֶת כָּ מְקַבֵּ

1 The mishnah speaks of a person 

whose Torah and good deeds are 

merely “in his hand”—they have 

not become one with him. Had 

they truly permeated him, he 

would never have been capable 

of committing such sins. The Rebbe 

2 The mishnah stresses that you 

must greet every person cheerfully, 

whether old and wise or young and 

ignorant. This must be done with 

sincere joy, not just politeness.  

The Rebbe 

3 The fact that God has told us how 

special we are is itself a great gift 

for us. Just as one must know his 

faults in order to rectify them, so 

must we be aware of our special 

qualities so that we may live up to 

our great potential. The Rebbe 

4 The world was created so that 

the Jewish Nation could make a 

dwelling place for God. The Torah is 

the “tool” that enables us to create 

that dwelling place. The Rebbe 

5 When we fulfill a commandment, 

we draw down God’s holiness into 

the world. Therefore, the more 

commandment-acts performed, 

the better. For example, it is better 

to give small amounts of tzedakah 

multiple times than to give a large 

amount all at once. The Rebbe 
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13 Rabbi Akiva says: Laughter and silliness 
accustom a person to immorality. Our tradition—
the Oral Torah—is a fence around the Written 
Torah, protecting it from misinterpretation. The 
various types of tithes that we are commanded to 
give are a fence for riches because they increase 
and protect a person’s wealth. Vows to refrain from 
certain permitted things can be a fence to separate 
ourselves from forbidden things. The fence for 
wisdom is silence because being silent allows us to 
listen and gain wisdom from others. 

14 Rabbi Akiva would often say: Man is loved by 
God because he was created in His image, and 
the fact that it was made known to man that he 
was created in the image of God shows an even 
greater love. It was made known to man as it says 
in the Torah: Because in the image of God He 
(God) created man. The Children of Israel are 
loved by God because they are called children of 
God, and the fact that it was made known to them 
that they are called children of God shows an 
even greater love.3 It was made known to them, as 
it says in the Torah: You are children of the Lord, 
your God. The Children of Israel are loved by God 
because a precious item was given to them,4 and 
the fact that it was made known to them that a 
precious item was given to them shows an even 
greater love. It was made known to them as it says 
in Proverbs: I have given you a good teaching; do 
not turn away from My Torah. 

15 Rabbi Akiva said: Everything that happens 
in the world is seen beforehand by God, yet the 
choice to do good or bad is given to people. The 
world is judged by God in a good and kind way, 
but everything depends on the amount of good 
deeds—the more good deeds one does, the more 
kindly he will be judged by God.5

י עֲקִיבָא אוֹמֵר: שְׂחוֹק  יג רַבִּ
אֶת  ילִין  מַרְגִּ ראֹשׁ,  וְקַלּוּת 
סְיָג  ֹרֶת  מַסּֽ לְעֶרְוָה.  הָאָדָם 
סְיָג  מַעְשְׂרוֹת  לַתּוֹרָה, 
רִישׁוּת,  לָעֹֽשֶׁר, נְדָרִים סְיָג לַפְּ׉

סְיָג לַחָכְמָה שְׁתִיקָה. 

חָבִיב  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  יד 
ה  לֶם, חִבָּ צֶֽ בְרָא בְּ אָדָם שֶׁנִּ
בְרָא  שֶׁנִּ לוֹ  עַת  נוֹדַֽ יְתֵרָה 
לֶם  צֶֽ י בְּ אֱמַר: כִּ לֶם, שֶׁנֶּ צֶֽ בְּ
הָאָדָם.  אֶת  עָשָׂה  אֱלהִֹים 
קְרְאוּ  שֶׁנִּ יִשְׂרָאֵל  חֲבִיבִין 
יְתֵרָה  ה  חִבָּ קוֹם,  לַמָּ בָנִים 
קְרְאוּ בָנִים  עַת לָהֶם שֶׁנִּ נוֹדַֽ
נִים  בָּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ קוֹם,  לַמָּ
ם לַייָ אֱלהֵֹיכֶם. חֲבִיבִין  אַתֶּ
לִי  כְּ לָהֶם  ן  תַּ שֶׁנִּ יִשְׂרָאֵל 
עַת  ה יְתֵרָה נוֹדַֽ ה, חִבָּ חֶמְדָּ
לִי  כְּ לָהֶם  ן  תַּ שֶׁנִּ לָהֶם 
לֶֽקַח  י  כִּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ ה,  חֶמְדָּ
תּוֹרָתִי  לָכֶם,  י  תִּ נָתַֽ טוֹב 

עֲזֹֽבוּ.  אַל תַּ

שׁוּת  וְהָרְ׉ צָפוּי,  הַכֹּל  טו 
טוֹב הָעוֹלָם נִדּוֹן,  נְתוּנָה, וּבְ׉

עֲשֶׂה.  וְהַכֹּל לְפִי רוֹב הַמַּ
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16 Rabbi Akiva would often say: Everything that a 
person owns in the world is given to him by God 
on condition that it will be used for its correct 
purpose. A net is spread over all living things—they 
are unable to escape God’s judgment. The world 
is like a shop that is open for anyone to take what 
he wants. The Shopkeeper—God—offers credit 
and is willing to wait for people to repay Him with 
repentance. The record book is open to record 
everyone’s actions, and the hand writes everything 
that happens. Whoever wants to borrow from God 
and “owe” Him repentance is free to borrow, but 
every “debt” must eventually be repaid through 
repentance. The collectors go around often each 
day; God collects payment from each person for his 
“debts” in many ways, whether the person realizes 
it or not.1 The collectors have something to rely 
on—the record book that records everyone’s actions. 
The judgment is a judgment of truth. God judges 
people fairly. Everything is prepared for the feast 
of the World to Come, when all people will receive 
what they deserve. 

17 Rabbi Elazar Ben Azaryah says: If a person 
does not learn Torah, he cannot have proper social 
conduct, because social conduct is learned from 
the Torah. If a person has no social conduct, the 
Torah he learns cannot be properly absorbed. If 
a person has no wisdom, he cannot properly fear 
God. If a person does not fear God, his wisdom will 
not last. If a person has no knowledge, he cannot 

טז הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: הַכֹּל נָתוּן 

צוּדָה פְרוּסָה עַל  עֵרָבוֹן, וּמְ׉ בָּ
תוּחָה,  ים, הֶחָנוּת פְּ ל הַחַיִּ כָּ
נְקָס  וְהַפִּ יף,  מַקִּ וְהַחֶנְוָנִי 
וְכָל  בֶת,  כּוֹתֶֽ ד  וְהַיָּ תֽוּחַ,  פָּ
וְיִלְוֶה,  יָבאֹ  לִלְווֹת  הָרוֹצֶה 
דִיר  תָּ מַחֲזִירִין  אִין  בָּ וְהַגַּ
כָל יוֹם, וְנִפְרָעִין מִן הָאָדָם  בְּ
עְתּוֹ, וְיֵשׁ  עְתּוֹ וְשֶׁלּאֹ מִדַּ מִדַּ
סְמֽוֹכוּ,  יִּ שֶּׁ מַה  עַל  לָהֶם 
וְהַכֹּל  אֱמֶת,  ין  דִּ ין  וְהַדִּ

עוּדָה.  ן לִס׉ְ מְתֻקָּ

עֲזַרְיָה  ן  בֶּ אֶלְעָזָר  י  רַבִּ יז 
אֵין  תּוֹרָה  אֵין  אִם  אוֹמֵר: 
רֶץ  רֶךְ אֶֽ ֽ רֶץ, אִם אֵין דֶּ רֶךְ אֶֽ ֽ דֶּ
חָכְמָה  אֵין  אִם  תּוֹרָה,  אֵין 
יִרְאָה  אֵין  אִם  יִרְאָה,  אֵין 
עַת אֵין  ֽ אֵין חָכְמָה, אִם אֵין דַּ
עַת,  ֽ ינָה אֵין דַּ ינָה, אִם אֵין בִּ בִּ
מַח אֵין תּוֹרָה, אִם  אִם אֵין קֶֽ

1 You decide your own judgment. 

You are presented with a scenario 

of another Jew, who did exactly 

what you did, and your judgment 

of that person is applied to you. 

You judged yourself knowingly by 

judging the act, yet unknowingly, 

because you weren’t aware that 

the judgment was meant for you! 

Ba’al Shem Tov

2 The letters of the word קֶמַח 

stand for חַכָמִים מוּסַר   which ,קַח 

means, “Take the rebuke (lessons) 

of sages.” By paying attention to 

Torah scholars, we come to fear 

God, which enables us to learn 

Torah properly. The Previous Rebbe

3 The laws of bird offerings and 

niddah that are mentioned here 

are uncommon cases involving 

doubtful circumstances. Even 

these laws should be learned with 

the same enthusiasm as practical, 

daily-occurring matters. The Rebbe

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



463
 
|

 

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Three

have deep understanding. If a person has no 
deep understanding, he cannot gain a lot of 
knowledge. If a person has no food to eat, he 
cannot study Torah.2 If a person does not study 
Torah, there is no point in having food. Rabbi 
Elazar Ben Azaryah would often say: Anyone 
whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, to 
what is he compared? To a tree that has many 
branches but only a few roots; a wind comes 
and uproots it, and turns it upside down. As 
it says in Jeremiah: He will be like a lone tree 
on dry, windy land, and will not survive to see 
when the good rain will come; it will dwell 
dried out in the desert, on a salty land where 
nobody lives. But anyone whose good deeds 
exceed his wisdom, to what is he compared? 
To a tree that has only a few branches but 
many roots—even if all the winds in the world 
come and blow against it, they do not move it 
from its place. As it says in Jeremiah: He will 
be like a tree planted next to water, which will 
spread its roots toward the stream; it will not 
notice when the heat comes, and its leaves will 
always be fresh. In a year of drought it will not 
worry, and it will not stop producing fruits. 

18 Rabbi Eliezer (ben) Chisma says: The 
mathematical calculations to determine what to 
do when bird offerings become mixed up and 
unidentifiable, and mathematical calculations 
to determine when the laws of niddah begin, 
are actually part of the Torah.3 They are laws 
of the Torah, but the mathematical calculations 
of astronomy and numerical values only add 
flavor to a person’s wisdom and should only be 
studied after one is filled with Torah knowledge.
י  ,Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One רַבִּ
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel 
have many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance 
of Torah and commandments, so that they would have 

הָיָה  הוּא  מַח.  קֶֽ אֵין  תּוֹרָה  אֵין 
ה  מְרֻבָּ שֶׁחָכְמָתוֹ  כֹּל  אוֹמֵר: 
דוֹמֶה:  הוּא  לְמָה  עֲשָׂיו,  מִמַּ
ין וְשָׁרָשָׁיו  לְאִילָן שֶׁעֲנָפָיו מְרֻבִּ
אָה וְעוֹקַרְתּוֹ  מוּעָטִין, וְהָרֽוּחַ בָּ
אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ נָיו,  פָּ עַל  וְהוֹפַכְתּוֹ 
וְלאֹ  עֲרָבָה,  בָּ עַרְעָר  כְּ וְהָיָה 
י יָבאֹ טוֹב, וְשָׁכַן חֲרֵרִים  יִרְאֶה כִּ
רֶץ מְלֵחָה וְלאֹ תֵשֵׁב.  ר, אֶֽ דְבָּ מִּ בַּ
ין  מְרֻבִּ עֲשָׂיו  שֶׁמַּ כֹּל  אֲבָל, 
דוֹמֶה:  הוּא  לְמָה  מֵחָכְמָתוֹ, 
לְאִילָן שֶׁעֲנָפָיו מוּעָטִין וְשָׁרָשָׁיו 
הָרוּחוֹת  ל  כָּ שֶׁאֲפִילוּ  ין,  מְרֻבִּ
בוֹת בּוֹ, אֵין  אוֹת וְנוֹשְׁ׉ עוֹלָם בָּ שֶׁבָּ
אֱמַר:  קוֹמוֹ, שֶׁנֶּ מְזִיזִין אוֹתוֹ מִמְּ׉
יִם, וְעַל  עֵץ שָׁתוּל עַל מַֽ וְהָיָה כְּ
ח שָׁרָשָׁיו, וְלאֹ יִרְאֶה  יוּבַל יְשַׁלַּ
רַעֲנָן,  עָלֵהֽוּ  וְהָיָה  חֹם,  יָבאֹ  י  כִּ
וְלאֹ  יִדְאָג,  לאֹ  ֹרֶת  צּֽ בַּ נַת  וּבִשְׁ׉

רִי.  ֽ יָמִישׁ מֵעֲשׂוֹת פֶּ

זֶר (בן) חִסְמָא אוֹמֵר:  י אֱלִיעֶֽ יח רַבִּ

גּוּפֵי  הֵן  הֵן  ה,  נִדָּ חֵי  וּפִתְ׉ ין  קִנִּ
אוֹת,  טְרִיָּ וְגִמַּ קוּפוֹת  תְּ הֲלָכוֹת. 

רָאוֹת לַחָכְמָה. רְפְּ פַּ
דוֹשׁ  ן עֲקַשְׁיָא אוֹמֵר: רָצָה הַקָּ י חֲנַנְיָא בֶּ רַבִּ
ה  רוּךְ הוּא לְזַכּוֹת אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל, לְפִיכָךְ הִרְבָּ בָּ
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many opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The 
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s 
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious. 

ל  All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to כָּ
Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of the 
Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they will all 
inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never be exiled from 
it again. Everyone will recognize that they are the branch of My 
planting and the work of My hands, in which I, God, take pride. 

1 Ben Zoma says: Who is truly wise? Someone who 
learns from every person. As it says in Psalms: I 
have gained wisdom from all my teachers, because 
God’s testimonies, the Torah, is my only concern 
and conversation—so I will learn from anyone who 
can teach me something.1 Who is truly strong? 
Someone who conquers his inclination.2 As it says 
in Proverbs: Someone who can control himself and 
is slow to get angry is better than someone who is 
physically strong, and someone who controls his 
feelings is better than someone who conquers a city. 
Who is truly rich? Someone who is happy with his 
portion. As it says in Psalms: When you are satisfied 
to eat food bought with money earned by the work 
of your hands, and don’t seek more than you have, 
you are fortunate and it will be good for you. The 
words “you are fortunate” refer to good fortune in 
this world, and the words “it will be good for you” 
refer to goodness in the World to Come. Who is truly 
honored? Someone who honors other people. As 
God says: To those who honor Me by honoring My 
creations, I will cause honor. And those who ridicule 
Me by disrespecting My creations, will be shamed. 

CHAPTER FOUR

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 282

חָפֵץ  יְיָ  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ וּמִצְוֹת,  תּוֹרָה  לָהֶם 
יר. יל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּ עַן צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ לְמַֽ

א,  לֶק לְעוֹלָם הַבָּ ל יִשְׂרָאֵל יֵשׁ לָהֶם חֵֽ כָּ
יקִים, לְעוֹלָם  ם צַדִּ לָּ ךְ כֻּ אֱמַר: וְעַמֵּ שֶׁנֶּ
יָדַי  מַעֲשֵׂה  עַי  מַטָּ נֵֽצֶר  רֶץ,  אָֽ שׁוּ  יִֽירְ׉

אֵר. לְהִתְפָּ

אֵיזֶהוּ  אוֹמֵר:  זוֹמָא  ן  בֶּ א 
אָדָם,  ל  מִכָּ הַלּוֹמֵד  חָכָם, 
דַי  מְלַמְּ׉ ל  מִכָּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ
יחָה  יךָ שִֽׂ וֹתֶֽ י עֵדְ׉ י, כִּ לְתִּ ֽ הִשְׂכַּ
לִי. אֵיזֶהוּ גִבּוֹר, הַכּוֹבֵשׁ אֶת 
רֶךְ  אֶֽ טוֹב  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ יִצְרוֹ, 
רוּחוֹ  בּוֹר, וּמוֹשֵׁל בְּ יִם מִגִּ ֽ אַפַּ
עָשִׁיר,  אֵיזֶהוּ  עִיר.  מִלּכֵֹד 
אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ חֶלְקוֹ,  בְּ חַ  מֵֽ הַשָּׂ
יךָ  י תאֹכֵל, אַשְׁרֶֽ יךָ כִּ ֽ פֶּ יעַ כַּ יְגִֽ
עוֹלָם  בָּ יךָ  אַשְׁרֶֽ לָךְ,  וְטוֹב 
א.  ה, וְטוֹב לָךְ לָעוֹלָם הַבָּ הַזֶּ
אֶת  ד  כַבֵּ הַמְּ׉ ד,  מְכֻבָּ אֵיזֶהוּ 
דַי  י מְכַבּ׉ְ אֱמַר: כִּ רִיּוֹת, שֶׁנֶּ ׉ הַבְּ

לּוּ.  ד וּבֹזַי יֵקָֽ אֲכַבֵּ

1 Alternatively, “Your witnesses 

speak to me.” Every Jewish soul 

is a “witness” who can testify that 

God created the universe. When 

we consider our fellow Jews in this 

light, we will learn valuable lessons 

from them. All Jews, regardless of 

their apparent spiritual standing or 

level of knowledge, will “speak to 

us.” The Rebbe

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



465
 
|

 

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Four

2 Ben Azzai says: Run3 to do even an easy, small 
commandment and run away from any sin, 
because one commandment, no matter how 
small, brings about another commandment, 
and one sin brings about another sin. For the 
reward for a commandment is the opportunity 
to do another commandment,4 and the result 
of a sin is the possibility of doing another sin. 

3 Ben Azzai would often say: Do not treat 
anyone with disrespect, and do not reject 
anything as valueless, because there is no man 
who does not have his hour when he is needed, 
and there is nothing that does not have its 
valuable place and purpose in the world. 

4 Rabbi Levitas of Yavneh says: Be very, very 
humble, because although a person’s soul lives 
forever, the expected end for his body—that 
which causes arrogance—is in the grave, with 
worms. Rabbi Yochanan ben Berokah says: 
Whoever desecrates and brings dishonor to 
God’s Name, even in a private, small group, 
will be punished for it in public. In regards to 
desecrating God’s Name, it makes no difference 
whether it was done by mistake or on purpose, 
because either way, God’s Name was dishonored. 

5 Rabbi Yishmael bar Rabbi Yosei says: Someone 
who learns Torah in order to teach it to others is 
given the opportunity to both learn it and teach 

אי אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי רָץ לְמִצְוָה  ן עַזַּ ב בֶּ
הָעֲבֵרָה,  מִן  חַ  וּבוֹרֵֽ ה,  קַלָּ
רֶת מִצְוָה, וַעֲבֵרָה  צְוָה גוֹרֶֽ שֶׁמִּ
מִצְוָה  כַר  שֶׁשְּׂ׉ עֲבֵרָה,  רֶת  גוֹרֶֽ

כַר עֲבֵרָה עֲבֵרָה.  מִצְוָה, וּשְׂ׉

הִי בָז לְכָל  ג הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: אַל תְּ
בָר,  הִי מַפְלִיג לְכָל דָּ אָדָם וְאַל תְּ
שָׁעָה,  לוֹ  שֶׁאֵין  אָדָם  לָךְ  שֶׁאֵין 

בָר שֶׁאֵין לוֹ מָקוֹם.  וְאֵין לָךְ דָּ

י לְוִיטַס אִישׁ יַבְנֶה אוֹמֵר:  ד רַבִּ
רֽוּחַ,  שְׁפַל  הֱוֵי  מְאֹד  מְאֹד 
י יוֹחָנָן  ה. רַבִּ קְוַת אֱנוֹשׁ רִמָּ שֶׁתִּ
ל  חַלֵּ ל הַמְ׉ רוֹקָה אוֹמֵר: כָּ ן בְּ בֶּ
נִפְרָעִין  תֶר,  ֽ סֵּ בַּ יִם  שָׁמַֽ שֵׁם 
גָלוּי, אֶחָד שׁוֹגֵג וְאֶחָד  נּוּ בְּ ֽ מִמֶּ

ם.  חִלּוּל הַשֵּׁ מֵזִיד בְּ

יוֹסֵי  י  רַבִּ ר  בַּ יִשְׁמָעֵאל  י  רַבִּ ה 
עַל  תּוֹרָה  הַלּוֹמֵד  אוֹמֵר: 
יָדוֹ  בְּ יקִין  מַסְפִּ ד,  לְלַמֵּ מְנָת 

 2 The “inclination” mentioned here 

is not just the evil inclination but 

also the natural inclination. A truly 

strong person is able to overcome 

his nature. For example, a father 

who loves his child can still punish 

him when necessary. In doing so 

he is overcoming his natural, kind 

inclination, in order to educate his 

child properly. The Rebbe 

3 In addition to physically running 

to perform a commandment, the 

mishnah is also describing the 

feeling you should have toward 

every commandment. You run 

toward things that you are excited 

about. Every commandment, even 

a seemingly small one, should be 

fulfilled with joy and enthusiasm, 

because it is God’s will. The Rebbe 

4 The word מִצְוָה is related to the 

phrase וְחִיבּוּר  which means ,צַווְתָא 

“connection.” The result and reward 

for doing a commandment is that 

we become connected to God.  

The Rebbe 
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it. Someone who learns Torah in order to fulfill 
what he has learned is given the opportunity to 
learn Torah, teach it, guard himself from sin, and 
do what the Torah says. Rabbi Tzadok says: Do 
not separate yourself from the community.1 If 
you are judging a case, do not act as a lawyer by 
giving advice to those being judged. Do not make 
the Torah like a crown—do not use it to make 
yourself great, and do not use it to earn money 
as a woodchopper uses an axe to earn a living by 
chopping wood. This is what Hillel would often 
say: Someone who uses the crown of Torah for his 
own benefit will be destroyed. You have learned 
from these words of Hillel that whoever seeks 
personal benefit from the words of Torah removes 
his life of reward from the World to Come.

6 Rabbi Yosei says: Whoever brings honor to 
the Torah is himself honored by other people. 
Whoever brings disgrace to the Torah is 
himself disgraced by other people. 

7 Rabbi Yishmael, the son of Rabbi Yosei, says: 
A judge who holds himself back from making a 
judgment and instead works out a compromise, 
removes hatred from himself—because both 
sides involved in the case are satisfied, he avoids 
accidentally causing theft through an incorrect 
ruling, and avoids causing an unnecessary or 
false promise that might have been made had 
it proceeded to court. Someone who is too self-
confident when issuing a ruling, is a fool and a 
wicked, arrogant person. 

וְהַלּוֹמֵד  ד,  לַמֵּ וּלְ׉ לִלְמוֹד 
יקִין  מַסְפִּ לַעֲשׂוֹת,  מְנָת  עַל 
לִשְׁמוֹר  ד  לַמֵּ וּלְ׉ לִלְמוֹד  יָדוֹ  בְּ
י צָדוֹק אוֹמֵר: אַל  וְלַעֲשׂוֹת. רַבִּ
עַשׂ  ֽ בּוּר, וְאַל תַּ פְרוֹשׁ מִן הַצִּ תִּ
וְאַל  נִין,  יָּ הַדַּ כֵי  עוֹרְ׉ כְּ עַצְמְךָ 
הּ,  בָּ ל  דֶּ לְהִתְגַּ עֲטָרָה  הָ  עֲשֶֽׂ תַּ
וְכַךְ  הּ,  בָּ ךְ  לַחְתָּ קַרְדּוּם  וְלאֹ 
שׁ  מֵּ אִשְׁתַּ וּדְ׉ אוֹמֵר:  ל  הִלֵּ הָיָה 
ל  כָּ  , דְתָּ לָמַֽ הָא  חֲלָף,  א  תַגָּ בְּ
נוֹטֵל  תוֹרָה,  רֵי  בְ׉ מִדִּ הֱנֶה  הַנֶּ

יו מִן הָעוֹלָם. חַיָּ

ד אֶת  כַבֵּ ל הַמְ׉ י יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר: כָּ ו רַבִּ
רִיּוֹת,  ד עַל הַבּ׉ְ הַתּוֹרָה, גּוּפוֹ מְכֻבָּ
ל אֶת הַתּוֹרָה, גּוּפוֹ  חַלֵּ וְכָל הַמְ׉

רִיּוֹת.  ׉ ל עַל הַבְּ מְחֻלָּ

אוֹמֵר:  נוֹ  בְּ יִשְׁמָעֵאל  י  רַבִּ ז 
ין, פּוֹרֵק  הַחֹשֵׂךְ עַצְמוֹ מִן הַדִּ
בֽוּעַת  וּשְׁ׉ וְגָזֵל  אֵיבָה  נּוּ  ֽ מִמֶּ
הוֹרָאָה,  בְּ לִבּוֹ  ס  וְהַגַּ שָׁוְא, 

שׁוֹטֶה רָשָׁע וְגַס רֽוּחַ. 

1 This is a general rule, not 

exclusive to Torah and Jewish 

life. All community customs 

should be kept by everyone. 

The Rebbe 

2 When we judge ourselves and our 

Divine service, we should not do so 

alone, because our self-love might 

prevent us from making an honest 

judgment. We should allow a friend 

to advise us and guide us. The Rebbe 

3 One who learns Torah while 

considering himself “poor” in 

knowledge will ultimately learn 

Torah out of “wealth”—his humility 

will lead him to succeed in his 

studies. The Rebbe 
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8 Rabbi Yishmael would often say: Do not 
judge alone,2 because there are none who 
can judge alone besides the one God. Even 
if you consider yourself greater than the 
other judges, do not say to them, “Accept my 
opinion.” They are the majority, so they are 
allowed to say that to you, but you may not 
say that to them.

9 Rabbi Yonatan says: Whoever fulfills 
the Torah even when he is poor3 will end 
up fulfilling the Torah when he is rich. But 
whoever neglects Torah learning when he is 
rich will end up neglecting it when he is poor. 

10 Rabbi Meir says: Minimize your business 
activities and occupy yourself with Torah 
learning. Be humble before every person.4 If 
you neglect Torah learning due to business 
matters, you will find many other excuses 
to neglect Torah learning. Whereas if you 
work very hard to learn Torah despite any 
difficulties, there is much reward to be given 
to you.

11 Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: Someone 
who does one commandment gets one 
supporting angel for himself, who will speak 
good about him to God, and someone who 
transgresses one sin gets one accusing 
angel for himself, who will tell God about the 
sin. Repentance and good deeds5 protect 
against punishments. Rabbi Yochanan the 

דָן  הִי  תְּ אַל  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  ח 

א אֶחָד,  ן יְחִידִי אֶלָּ יְחִידִי, שֶׁאֵין דָּ
שֶׁהֵן  י,  דַעְתִּ לוּ  ׉ קַבְּ תּאֹמַר  וְאַל 

ה.  תָּ אִין וְלאֹ אָֽ רַשָּׁ

ם  קַיֵּ הַמְ׉ ל  כָּ אוֹמֵר:  יוֹנָתָן  י  רַבִּ ט 
מָהּ  נִי, סוֹפוֹ לְקַיְּ׉ אֶת הַתּוֹרָה מֵעֹֽ
ל אֶת הַתּוֹרָה  בַטֵּ שֶׁר, וְכָל הַמְ׉ מֵעֹֽ

נִי.  לָהּ מֵעֹֽ שֶׁר, סוֹפוֹ לְבַטְּ׉ מֵעֹֽ

מְמַעֵט  הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר:  מֵאִיר  י  רַבִּ י 
וֶהֱוֵי  תּוֹרָה,  בַּ וַעֲסוֹק  סֶק  עֵֽ בְּ
וְאִם  אָדָם,  כָל  נֵי  פְ׉ בִּ רֽוּחַ  שְׁפַל 
טֵלִים  לְתָּ מִן הַתּוֹרָה, יֶשׁ לָךְ בְּ טַֽ בָּ
תּוֹרָה  לְתָּ בַּ ךְ, וְאִם עָמַֽ נֶגְדָּ ה כְּ הַרְבֵּ
ן לָךְ.  ה לִתֶּ ה, יֶשׁ שָׂכָר הַרְבֵּ הַרְבֵּ

ן יַעֲקֹב אוֹמֵר:  זֶר בֶּ י אֱלִיעֶֽ יא רַבִּ
לּוֹ  קֽוֹנֶה  אַחַת,  מִצְוָה  הָעוֹשֶׂה 
עֲבֵרָה  וְהָעוֹבֵר  אֶחָד,  רַקְלִיט  פְּ
אֶחָד,  גוֹר  קַטֵּ לּוֹ  קֽוֹנֶה  אַחַת, 
רִיס  תְ׉ שׁוּבָה וּמַעֲשִׂים טוֹבִים כִּ תְּ
יוֹחָנָן  י  רַבִּ הַפּוּרְעָנוּת.  נֵי  פְ׉ בִּ

4 Some people occupy themselves 

only with Torah, and others 

engage in business. Each type 

has its advantages in serving God. 

A businessman who learns a lot 

might feel greater than both types, 

because he has both advantages. 

Such a person must be especially 

careful to feel humble before 

everyone—Torah scholars and 

business people alike. The Rebbe 

5 A commandment that was 

performed correctly but without 

any intention is like a gem covered 

in dust—the gem is perfect, 

but it does not shine. Through 

repentance, a person can transform 

a previously “dull” deed into מַעֲשִׂים 
 .a “good” and bright deed—טוֹבִים

The Alter Rebbe 
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Sandlar says: Any gathering that is held for the 
sake of Heaven will have a lasting effect, but any 
gathering that is not held for the sake of Heaven 
will not have a lasting effect. 

12 Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says: Your student’s 
honor should be as dear to you as your own 
honor, your friend’s honor should be treated with 
the same importance as the awe and respect you 
have for your teacher, and the awe and respect 
you have for your teacher should be as great as 
the awe and respect you have for God in heaven. 

13 Rabbi Yehudah says: Be careful to learn and 
teach Torah correctly, because if your incorrect 
learning1 causes the unintentional transgression 
of a sin, it will be considered intentional. Rabbi 
Shimon says: Respect those who possess any 
of these three crowns: the crown of Torah,2 
possessed by Torah scholars, the crown of 
priesthood, possessed by Kohanim, and the 
crown of kingship, possessed by kings. However, 
there is another crown of respect—the crown of 
having a good name and reputation—which is 
higher and greater than the other three. 

14 Rabbi Nehorai says: If there are no other Torah 
learners where you live, exile yourself to a place 
of Torah learning. Do not say that you will remain 
and wait for other Torah learners to follow you, 
because it is vital to have fellow Torah learners 
nearby with whom to discuss your studies, as only 
they will establish Torah within you. Do not rely 
on your own understanding.3 

ה  נֵסִיָּ כְּ ל  כָּ אוֹמֵר:  לָר  נְדְּ הַסַּ
סוֹפָהּ  יִם  שָׁמַֽ לְשֵׁם  שֶׁהִיא 
לְשֵׁם  וְשֶׁאֵינָהּ  ם,  לְהִתְקַיֵּ

ם.  יִם אֵין סוֹפָהּ לְהִתְקַיֵּ שָׁמַֽ

וּעַ  שַׁמּֽ ן  בֶּ אֶלְעָזָר  י  רַבִּ יב 
ךָ  לְמִידְ׉ תַּ כְבוֹד  יְהִי  אוֹמֵר: 
בוֹד  וּכְ׉ ךְ,  שֶׁלָּ כְּ עָלֶֽיךָ  חָבִיב 
וּמוֹרָא  ךְ,  רַבָּ מוֹרָא  כְּ ךָ  חֲבֵרְ׉

יִם.  מוֹרָא שָׁמָֽ ךְ כְּ רַבָּ

י יְהוּדָה אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי זָהִיר  יג רַבִּ
לְמוּד  תַּ גַת  גְ׉ שֶׁשִּׁ תַלְמוּד,  בְּ
שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ זָדוֹן.  עוֹלָה 
הֵן:  כְתָרִים  שְׁלשָֹׁה  אוֹמֵר, 
ה,  הֻנָּ כְּ תֶר  וְכֶֽ תּוֹרָה,  תֶר  ֽ כֶּ
תֶר שֵׁם טוֹב  כוּת, וְכֶֽ תֶר מַלְ׉ וְכֶֽ

יהֶן.  בֵּ עוֹלֶה עַל גַּ

הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר:  נְהוֹרָאִי  י  רַבִּ יד 
וְאַל  תּוֹרָה,  קוֹם  לִמְ׉ גוֹלֶה 
יךָ,  תּאֹמַר שֶׁהִיא תָבוֹא אַחֲרֶֽ
ךָ, וְאֶל  מֽוּהָ בְיָדֶֽ יךָ יְקַיְּ׉ שֶׁחֲבֵרֶֽ

עֵן.  שָּׁ ךָ אַל תִּ ינָתְ׉ בִּ

1 The term לְמוּד גְגַת תַּ  is specifically שִּׁ

referring to the study of the 

Talmud, i.e. Gemara. Since Gemara 

demands independent thinking 

and comparing etc. (in contrast 

to the study of Chumash or even 

Mishnah), which is where you 

are most likely to make an error. 

The Rebbe 

2 The mishnah doesn’t count 

the “crown of a good name” as a 

“fourth” crown because it is not in 

addition to the other three, but 

rather an integral part of them. As 

long as one lacks a good name, 

his other three crowns will remain 

incomplete. The Rebbe 
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15 Rabbi Yannai says: We are unable to 
understand neither the reason why wicked 
people have peace nor the reason for the 
suffering of righteous people. Rabbi Matya 
ben Charash says: Be the first to greet 
everyone, and do not wait for them to greet 
you. Better be a tail—a humble follower—of 
lions—great people, and do not be a leader of 
foxes—low people. 

16 Rabbi Yaakov says: This world is like an 
entrance lobby before the World to Come. 
Prepare yourself in the entrance lobby by 
keeping God’s commandments, so that you may 
enter the banquet hall—the World to Come. 

17 Rabbi Yaakov would often say: One hour 
of repentance and good deeds in this world is 
better than all the life of the World to Come, 
because in the World to Come one is no longer 
able to repent and good deeds. However, one 
hour of pleasure in the World to Come is 
better than all the life of this world,4 because 
one cannot enjoy God’s presence in this world 
as much as in the World to Come. 

18 Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Do not try to 
calm your friend as soon as he becomes angry, 
because you might only make him angrier. 
Do not comfort him while his dead relative is 
still lying before him, because he cannot be 

ינוּ  יָדֵֽ בְּ אֵין  אוֹמֵר:  אי  יַנַּ י  רַבִּ טו 
שָׁעִים, וְאַף לאֹ  לְוַת הָרְ׉ לאֹ מִשַּׁ
ן  י מַתְיָא בֶּ יקִים. רַבִּ דִּ סּוֹרֵי הַצַּ מִיִּ
לוֹם  שְׁ׉ ים בִּ חָרָשׁ אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי מַקְדִּ
ל אָדָם, וֶהֱוֵי זָנָב לָאֲרָיוֹת, וְאַל  כָּ

עָלִים.  הִי ראֹשׁ לַשֻּׁ תְּ

ה  י יַעֲקֹב אוֹמֵר: הָעוֹלָם הַזֶּ טז רַבִּ
הָעוֹלָם  נֵי  פְ׉ בִּ דוֹר  רוֹזְ׉ לִפְ׉ דּוֹמֶה 
דוֹר  רוֹזְ׉ פְ׉ בִּ עַצְמָךְ  הַתְקֵן  א,  הַבָּ

רַקְלִין.  נֵס לִטְ׉ כָּ דֵי שֶׁתִּ כְּ

שָׁעָה  יָפָה  אוֹמֵר:  הָיָה  הוּא  יז 
שׁוּבָה וּמַעֲשִׂים טוֹבִים  תְ׉ אַחַת בִּ
הָעוֹלָם  י  חַיֵּ ל  מִכָּ ה,  הַזֶּ עוֹלָם  בָּ
שֶׁל  אַחַת  שָׁעָה  וְיָפָה  א,  הַבָּ
ל  מִכָּ א,  הַבָּ עוֹלָם  בָּ רֽוּחַ  קֽוֹרַת 

ה.  י הָעוֹלָם הַזֶּ חַיֵּ

ן אֶלְעָזָר אוֹמֵר:  י שִׁמְעוֹן בֶּ יח רַבִּ
עַת  שַֽׁ בְּ ךָ  חֲבֵרֶֽ אֶת  ה  רַצֶּ תְּ אַל 
שָׁעָה  בְּ הוּ  נַחֲמֵֽ תְּ וְאַל  עֲסוֹ,  כַּ

 3 The mishnah can also be referring 

to someone who is already learned 

in Torah and only needs Torah 

scholars to “lean” on, not for constant 

support. Even such a person should 

be careful to lean on the advice of 

Torah scholars, and not rely on his 

own understanding. The Rebbe 

4 Both this world and the World 

to Come have advantages over 

each other. This world has the 

advantage of the opportunity to 

perform God’s commandments, 

thereby connecting to His Essence. 

The disadvantage is that you can’t 

feel the connection in this physical 

world. The World to Come has 

the advantage of feeling and 

enjoying (ַקוֹרַת רוּח) God’s radiance. 

The disadvantage is that it’s a 

lower level, not God’s essence. 

The Alter Rebbe 
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comforted at that time. Do not ask him, as soon as 
he makes a promise, if he will fulfill it without any 
conditions, because if he says yes, he will have to 
keep to his word and may later regret the decision. 
Do not try to see him when he is disgraced, 
because he is too embarrassed to see anyone. 

19 Shmuel Hakatan says: Do not be happy when 
your enemy falls,1 and do not let your heart 
rejoice when he stumbles, in case the Lord sees 
your happiness, and it is bad in His eyes, and He 
will then turn His anger away from your enemy 
and toward you. 

20 Elisha ben Avuyah says: Someone who learns 
Torah as a child—to what is he compared? To 
ink written on fresh paper, which will not fade. 
Similarly, one does not forget the Torah he learned 
as a child. Whereas someone who only studies 
Torah as an old person—to what is he compared? 
To ink written on worn out paper, which fades 
easily. Similarly, one more easily forgets what he 
studies in old age. Rabbi Yosei bar Yehudah of 
Kfar Habavli says: Someone who learns Torah 
from young people—to what is he compared? 
To someone who eats unripe grapes and drinks 
wine from its container before it is ready, since 
he learns from a young person, whose mind is not 
fully developed. Someone who learns Torah from 
old people—to what is he compared? To someone 
who eats ripe grapes and drinks aged wine. Rabbi 
Meir, however, says: Do not judge a wine (teacher) 
by looking at its container (physical age). Rather, 
judge it by what (knowledge) is inside it; there 
can be a new vessel (young teacher) filled with 
good, aged wine (knowledge),2 and there can be 
an old (teacher) that contains nothing, not even 
new wine (knowledge). 

שְׁאַל  ל לְפָנָיו, וְאַל תִּ תוֹ מֻטָּ שֶׁמֵּ
ל  דֵּ שְׁתַּ עַת נִדְרוֹ, וְאַל תִּ שַֽׁ לוֹ בְּ

עַת קַלְקָלָתוֹ.  שַֽׁ לִרְאוֹתוֹ בְּ

פֹל  נְ׉ טָן אוֹמֵר: בִּ יט שְׁמוּאֵל הַקָּ
לוֹ  שְׁ׉ וּבִכָּ שְׂמָח,  תִּ אַל  ךָ  אֹיִבְ׉
ן יִרְאֶה יְיָ וְרַע  ךָ, פֶּ ֽ אַל יָגֵל לִבֶּ
עֵינָיו, וְהֵשִׁיב מֵעָלָיו אַפּוֹ.  בְּ

אוֹמֵר,  אֲבוּיָה  ן  בֶּ אֱלִישָׁע  כ 
לְמָה  יֶלֶֽד  תּוֹרָה  הַלּוֹמֵד 
יוֹ כְתוּבָה עַל  הוּא דוֹמֶה: לִדְ׉
תּוֹרָה  וְהַלּוֹמֵד  חָדָשׁ,  ר  נַיָּ
יוֹ  לִדְ׉ דוֹמֶה:  הוּא  לְמָה  זָקֵן 
י  רַבִּ מָחוּק.  ר  נַיָּ עַל  כְתוּבָה 
פַר  כְּ אִישׁ  יְהוּדָה  ר  בַּ יוֹסֵי 
בְלִי אוֹמֵר, הַלּוֹמֵד תּוֹרָה  הַבַּ
ים, לְמָה הוּא דוֹמֶה:  טַנִּ מִן הַקְּ׉
לְאוֹכֵל עֲנָבִים קֵהוֹת וְשׁוֹתֶה 
מִן  תּוֹרָה  וְהַלּוֹמֵד  תּוֹ,  מִגִּ יַיִֽן 
דוֹמֶה:  הוּא  לְמָה  קֵנִים,  הַזְּ׉
שׁוּלוֹת  בְּ עֲנָבִים  לְאוֹכֵל 
מֵאִיר  י  רַבִּ יָשָׁן.  יַיִֽן  וְשׁוֹתֶה 
קַנְקַן,  בְּ ל  כֵּ סְתַּ תִּ אַל  אוֹמֵר: 
שׁ בּוֹ, יֵשׁ קַנְקַן  יֶּ מַה שֶּׁ א בְּ אֶלָּ
חָדָשׁ מָלֵא יָשָׁן, וְיָשָׁן שֶׁאֲפִילוּ 

חָדָשׁ אֵין בּוֹ.
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1 This does not merely refer to 

a personal enemy, but even to 

an enemy of Judaism itself—one 

who fights against the Torah and 

its commandments. Even at the 

downfall of such a person, we 

are not to rejoice. Perhaps we 

could have done more to bring 

him closer to the right path, which 

would have prevented his downfall. 

The Rebbe 

2 Even one who is relatively “new” 

to the Torah and its commandments 

has the ability to teach others what 

he has learned, even if they are 

already wise and “old.” Conversely, 

one who is “old” and experienced 

in the ways of Torah and its wisdom 

must teach “new,” inexperienced 

people to bring them closer to God. 

The Rebbe 

3 Sins sever a person’s connection 

to God and can be fixed only 

through repentance. Doing more 

good deeds is great, but doesn’t 

“bribe“ God to forgive sins. 

The Rebbe 

21 Rabbi Elazar Hakapar says: Jealousy, desire for 
pleasure, and the pursuit of honor lead to evil and 
will therefore remove a person from the World to 
Come, and also prevent him from enjoying his life in 
the world, because he will never feel satisfied. 

22 Rabbi Elazar Hakapar would often say: Those 
who are born will eventually die, those who are 
dead will be eventually brought back to life, 
and even those who are brought back to life will 
be judged by God on the Day of Judgment. This 
happens in order for people to know, to let others 
know, and to make it known throughout the world 

that God is God, He is the Maker of the universe, 
He is the Creator of the universe, He is the One 
Who understands everything, He is the Judge 
Who decides what happens in this world, He is the 
Witness to every action, He is the Plaintiff Who 
was wronged and demands the trial, and He will 
judge in the future, in the World to Come. He is 
blessed, because there is no injustice before Him, 
there is no forgetfulness, no favoritism, and no 
bribery,3 so every verdict is correct and fair. Know 
that all of God’s rewards and punishments are given 
according to the account that He has kept. Do not 
let your evil inclination assure you that once you 
die, your grave will be a place of safety for you to 
avoid judgment, because just as you were forced 
to be formed—without your agreement, and you 

ר אוֹמֵר:  פָּ י אֶלְעָזָר הַקַּ כא רַבִּ
בוֹד,  וְהַכָּ אֲוָה  וְהַתַּ נְאָה  הַקִּ
מִן  הָאָדָם  אֶת  מוֹצִיאִין 

הָעוֹלָם. 

לּוֹדִים  כב הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: הַיִּ
לִחֳיוֹת,  תִים  וְהַמֵּ לָמוּת, 
לֵידַע  לִדּוֹן,  ים  וְהַחַיִּ
שֶׁהוּא  דַע  הִוָּ וּלְ׉ יעַ  הוֹדִֽ וּלְ׉
הוּא  הַיּוֹצֵר,  הוּא  אֵל, 
הוּא  בִין,  הַמֵּ הוּא  הַבּוֹרֵא, 
עַל  ֽ ן, הוּא הָעֵד, הוּא בַּ יָּ הַדַּ
רוּךְ  ין, הוּא עָתִיד לָדוֹן. בָּ דִּ
הוּא, שֶׁאֵין לְפָנָיו לאֹ עַוְלָה, 
מַשּׂוֹא  וְלאֹ  שִׁכְחָה,  וְלאֹ 
ח שֹֽׁחַד, וְדַע  פָנִים, וְלאֹ מַקַּ
וְאַל  הַחֶשְׁבּוֹן.  לְפִי  שֶׁהַכֹּל 
אוֹל  שֶׁהַשְּׁ׉ יִצְרָךְ  יַבְטִיחֲךָ 
רְחָךְ  ית מָנוֹס לָךְ, שֶׁעַל כָּ בֵּ
ה  רְחָךְ אַתָּ ה נוֹצָר, וְעַל כָּ אַתָּ
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were forced to be born, and you are forced to 
live, and you will be forced to die whenever 
God decides, so too,1 will you be forced to give 
justification and a detailed report of everything 
you did during your life to the supreme King of 
all kings, the Holy One, blessed be He. 
י  ,Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One רַבִּ
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have 
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of 
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many 
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The 
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s 
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.

 

ל  All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World to כָּ
Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption of the 
Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and they will all 
inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will never be exiled from 
it again. Everyone will recognize that they are the branch of My 
planting and the work of My hands, in which I, God, take pride. 

1 The world was created by God uttering ten 
statements, instructing everything to exist. 
What does this come to teach us?2 Couldn’t 
the world have been created with just one 
statement? The reason He created it with ten 
statements was to take maximum payment from 
the wicked,3 who destroy the valuable world 
that was created by not one, but ten statements, 
and to give the maximum good reward to the 
righteous, who keep the valuable world—that 
was created by not one, but ten statements—in 
existence through their righteousness. 

CHAPTER FIVE

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 286

ה חַי, וְעַל  רְחָךְ אַתָּ נוֹלָד, וְעַל כָּ
רְחָךְ  כָּ וְעַל  מֵת,  ה  אַתָּ רְחָךְ  כָּ
וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן  ין  דִּ ן  לִתֵּ עָתִיד  ה  אַתָּ
לָכִים,  הַמְּ׉ כֵי  מַלְ׉ לֶךְ  מֶֽ נֵי  לִפְ׉

רוּךְ הוּא. דוֹשׁ בָּ הַקָּ
דוֹשׁ  ן עֲקַשְׁיָא אוֹמֵר: רָצָה הַקָּ י חֲנַנְיָא בֶּ רַבִּ
לְפִיכָךְ  יִשְׂרָאֵל,  אֶת  לְזַכּוֹת  הוּא  רוּךְ  בָּ
אֱמַר: יְיָ חָפֵץ  ה לָהֶם תּוֹרָה וּמִצְוֹת, שֶׁנֶּ הִרְבָּ

יר. יל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּ עַן צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ לְמַֽ

א,  הַבָּ לְעוֹלָם  לֶק  חֵֽ לָהֶם  יֵשׁ  יִשְׂרָאֵל  ל  כָּ
שׁוּ  יקִים, לְעוֹלָם יִיֽרְ׉ ם צַדִּ לָּ ךְ כֻּ אֱמַר: וְעַמֵּ שֶׁנֶּ

אֵר. עַי מַעֲשֵׂה יָדַי לְהִתְפָּ רֶץ, נֵֽצֶר מַטָּ אָֽ

נִבְרָא  מַאֲמָרוֹת  עֲשָׂרָה  בַּ א 
לוֹמַר,  לְמוּד  תַּ וּמַה  הָעוֹלָם, 
יָכוֹל  אֶחָד  מַאֲמַר  בְּ וַהֲלאֹ 
מִן  רַע  לְהִפָּ א  אֶלָּ אוֹת,  רְ׉ לְהִבָּ
דִין אֶת הָעוֹלָם  ׉ אַבְּ שָׁעִים שֶׁמְּ׉ הָרְ׉
מַאֲמָרוֹת,  עֲשָׂרָה  בַּ בְרָא  שֶׁנִּ
יקִים  דִּ לַצַּ טוֹב  שָׂכָר  ן  וְלִתֵּ
בְרָא  מִין אֶת הָעוֹלָם שֶׁנִּ קַיְּ׉ שֶׁמּ׉ְ

עֲשָׂרָה מַאֲמָרוֹת.  בַּ

1 While in heaven, the soul doesn’t 

want to descend into this spiritually 

barren world. it is therefore “forced 

to be born.” However, after it 

realizes the great connection to 

God that can only be accomplished 

by fulfilling His commandments in 

this world, it doesn’t want to leave. 

God must therefore “force” it to 

leave once its mission has been 

completed. The Rebbe Rashab 
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2 There were ten generations from Adam 
to Noah. This shows us how great God’s 
patience is: each of the generations made 
Him increasingly angry, until He eventually 
after ten generations brought the waters 
of the flood upon them. There were ten 
generations from Noah to Abraham. This 
also shows how great God’s patience is: each 
of the generations made Him increasingly 
angry, until Abraham our forefather came 
and received the rewards that they would 
have received had they not angered God. 

3 Our forefather Abraham was tested with 
ten trials to see if he would remain faithful 
to God, and he passed them all. This 
shows how great the love of our forefather 
Abraham for God was.4 

4 Ten miracles were performed for our 
ancestors in Egypt to save them from each 
of the ten plagues,5 and ten miracles at the 
Sea of Reeds to save them from each of the 
ten plagues that affected the Egyptians. 
The Holy One, blessed be He, brought ten 
plagues upon the Egyptians in Egypt and 

נֹֽחַ,  וְעַד  מֵאָדָם  דוֹרוֹת  עֲשָׂרָה  ב 
יִם לְפָנָיו,  ֽ רֶךְ אַפַּ ה אֶֽ מָּ יעַ כַּ לְהוֹדִֽ
מַכְעִיסִין  הָיוּ  הַדּוֹרוֹת  ל  שֶׁכָּ
אֶת  עֲלֵיהֶם  שֶׁהֵבִיא  עַד  וּבָאִין, 
ֹחַ  מִנּֽ דוֹרוֹת  עֲשָׂרָה  בּוּל.  הַמַּ מֵי 
רֶךְ  ה אֶֽ מָּ יעַ כַּ וְעַד אַבְרָהָם, לְהוֹדִֽ
הָיוּ  הַדּוֹרוֹת  ל  שֶׁכָּ לְפָנָיו,  יִם  ֽ אַפַּ
א אַבְרָהָם  מַכְעִיסִין וּבָאִין, עַד שֶׁבָּ

ם.  לָּ ל שְׂכַר כֻּ ינוּ וְקִבֵּ אָבִֽ

ה אַבְרָהָם  ג עֲשָׂרָה נִסְיוֹנוֹת נִתְנַסָּ
ה  מָּ יעַ כַּ ם, לְהוֹדִֽ כֻלָּ ינוּ, וְעָמַד בְּ אָבִֽ

ינוּ.  תוֹ שֶׁל אַבְרָהָם אָבִֽ חִבָּ

ינוּ  לַאֲבוֹתֵֽ נַעֲשׂוּ  ים  נִסִּ עֲשָׂרָה  ד 
שֶׂר  ם. עֶֽ יִם, וַעֲשָׂרָה עַל הַיָּ מִצְרַֽ בְּ
הוּא  רוּךְ  בָּ דוֹשׁ  הַקָּ הֵבִיא  מַכּוֹת 
שֶׂר  וְעֶֽ יִם,  מִצְרַֽ בְּ ים  צְרִיִּ הַמִּ עַל 
נִסּוּ  נִסְיוֹנוֹת  עֲשָׂרָה  ם.  הַיָּ עַל 

2 You should always be looking 

to learn lessons from everything 

you see and hear. When you learn 

something about the creation of 

the entire world, your first question 

should be: What lesson can I learn 

from this? The Rebbe 

3 The word רַע  means to לְהִפָּ

collect payment. God isn’t mean, 

and He didn’t create the world 

to punish “bad” people. God 

created the world to be made 

a holy place through the Torah 

and its commandments. When a 

person chooses the wrong path 

and doesn’t fulfill that mission, he 

owes God. The debt can be repaid 

by repenting. The Rebbe

4 Abraham passed ten extremely 

difficult tests. Since he is our father, 

we inherit this ability to pass tests. 

When you feel that you are being 

tested, keep in mind that you are 

a descendant of Abraham and 

he empowers you to succeed! 

The Rebbe 

5 The Hebrew word for “miracle,” נֵס, 

can also be translated as “raised.” 

Under normal circumstances, the 

Jewish Nation would have been 

punished in Egypt because they 

engaged in idolatry. Nevertheless, 

when God brought each of the 

ten plagues upon the Egyptians, 

He “raised” the Jewish Nation 

above the natural order of justice 

so that they remained unaffected. 

The Rebbe 
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ten at the Sea of Reeds. Our ancestors tested 
the patience of God, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, in the desert with ten tests, as God says in 
the Torah: They have tested Me these ten times 
and they have not listened to My voice. 

5 Ten miracles were done for our ancestors 
in the Holy Temple: 1. No woman miscarried 
because of cravings caused by the smell of the 
roasting meat of the offerings. 2. The meat of 
the offerings never became rotten. 3. No fly was 
seen in the place where the offerings were cut 
up. 4. Never did the High Priest become impure 
on Yom Kippur. 5. The rains did not extinguish 
the fire of the wood-pile on the altar. 6. The wind 
did not succeed in disrupting the neat column 
of smoke rising from the fire on the altar. 7. No 
disqualifying issues were ever found with the 
Omer offering on the second day of Pesach, with 
the two loaves offered on Shavuot, or with the 
Showbread baked each week. 8. When the people 
in the Holy Temple stood, they were packed 
together; yet when they bowed, they had plenty 
of space.1 9. No snake or scorpion caused harm 
in Jerusalem. 10. No one said to his friend, “The 
space is too crowded for me to stay overnight 
in Jerusalem.”

6 Ten miraculous things were created on 
Friday, at twilight—at the end of the sixth day 
of creation. They are: 1. The opening of the 
earth that swallowed Korach and his followers; 
2. the opening of the well that provided water 
for the Jewish Nation in the desert; 3. the mouth 
of Bilaam’s talking donkey; 4. the rainbow that 
appeared after the Flood; 5. the Manna that the 
Jewish Nation ate in the desert; 6. the stick that 
Moses used to perform miracles; 7. the Shamir 
worm that cut the stones used to build the Holy 
Temple; 8. the written shape of the letters of the 

רוּךְ  בָּ דוֹשׁ  הַקָּ אֶת  ינוּ  אֲבוֹתֵֽ
נַסּוּ  וַיְ׉ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ ר,  דְבָּ מִּ בַּ הוּא 
וְלאֹ  עָמִים,  פְּ שֶׂר  עֶֽ זֶה  אֹתִי 

קוֹלִי.  עוּ בְּ שָׁמְ׉

נַעֲשׂוּ  ים  נִסִּ עֲשָׂרָה  ה 
שׁ:  קְדָּ הַמִּ בֵית  בְּ ינוּ  לַאֲבוֹתֵֽ
שַׂר  יחַ בְּ ה מֵרֵֽ ילָה אִשָּׁ ֽ לאֹ הִפִּ
שַׂר  בְּ יחַ  הִסְרִֽ וְלאֹ  ֹדֶשׁ,  הַקּֽ
נִרְאָה  וְלאֹ  מֵעוֹלָם,  ֹדֶשׁ  הַקּֽ
וְלאֹ  יִם,  חַֽ טְבָּ הַמִּ בֵית  בְּ זְבוּב 
יוֹם  בְּ דוֹל  גָּ לְכֹהֵן  רִי  קֶֽ אִירַע 
שָׁמִים  פּוּרִים, וְלאֹ כִבּוּ הַגְּ׉ הַכִּ
עֲרָכָה, וְלאֹ  אֵשׁ שֶׁל עֲצֵי הַמַּ
חָה הָרֽוּחַ אֶת עַמּוּד הֶעָשָׁן,  נִצְּ׉
עֽוֹמֶר  בָּ פִסּוּל  נִמְצָא  וְלאֹ 
נִים,  לֶֽחֶם הַפָּ ֽחֶם וּבְ׉ י הַלֶּ וּבִשְׁתֵּ
חֲוִים  דִים צְפוּפִים וּמִשְׁתַּ עוֹמְ׉
נָחָשׁ  יק  הִזִּ וְלאֹ  רְוָחִים, 
ירוּשָׁלַֽיִם, וְלאֹ אָמַר  וְעַקְרָב בִּ
קוֹם  אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ: צַר לִי הַמָּ

ירוּשָׁלָֽיִם. שֶׁאָלִין בִּ

רֶב  עֶֽ ו עֲשָׂרָה דְבָרִים נִבְרְאוּ בְּ

לּוּ  וְאֵֽ מָשׁוֹת,  הַשְּׁ׉ ין  בֵּ ת  שַׁבָּ
י  פִּ אֵר,  ׉ִ הַבְּ י  פִּ רֶץ,  הָאָֽ י  פִּ הֵן: 
ה,  טֶּ ן, וְהַמַּ שֶׁת, וְהַמָּ ֽ הָאָתוֹן, הַקֶּ
ב,  כְתָּ וְהַמִּ תָב,  הַכְּ׉ִ מִיר,  וְהַשָּׁ
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Hebrew alphabet; 9. the engraved writing of the 
Tablets; 10. the first Tablets. Some say that the 
grave of Moses and the ram that our forefather 
Abraham offered at the Binding of Isaac instead 
of Isaac were also created then, and some say 
that the destructive spirits were also created 
then, and even the first tongs. Because tongs are 
needed to make other tongs,2 God created the 
first pair, enabling man to create more. 

7 There are seven things a foolish person does, 
and seven things a wise person does. A wise 
person 1. does not speak in front of someone 
who is greater than him in wisdom or in years 
of age; 2. does not interrupt his friend while he is 
speaking; 3. does not rush to answer a question—
he thinks carefully first; 4. asks questions that are 
relevant to the subject, and replies to the point; 
5. speaks in an orderly and systematic manner, 
dealing with matters of first priority first, and 
the least important matters last; 6. says, “I have 
not heard” when people ask him about things 
he has not heard;3 7. and acknowledges the 
truth when he is wrong, and does not continue 
to justify his previous opinion. A foolish person 
does the opposite of all these things. 

8 Seven types of punishment come to the world 
because of seven types of sins: 1. If some people 
tithe and some do not tithe, a famine comes 

אַף  רִים:  אוֹמְ׉ וְיֵשׁ  חוֹת.  וְהַלֻּ
וְאֵילוֹ  נוּ,  ֽ רַבֵּ מֹשֶׁה  שֶׁל  קִבְרוֹ 
וְיֵשׁ  ינוּ.  אָבִֽ אַבְרָהָם  שֶׁל 
וְאַף  יקִין,  זִּ הַמַּ אַף  רִים:  אוֹמְ׉

בַת עֲשׂוּיָה.  צְ׉ צְבַת בִּ

גוֹלָם  בְּ דְבָרִים  שִׁבְעָה  ז 
אֵינוֹ  חָכָם:  חָכָם,  בְּ וְשִׁבְעָה 
נּוּ  ֽ דוֹל מִמֶּ נֵי מִי שֶׁגָּ ר לִפְ׉ מְדַבֵּ
נִכְנָס  וְאֵינוֹ  מִנְיָן,  וּבְ׉ חָכְמָה  בְּ
רֵי חֲבֵרוֹ, וְאֵינוֹ נִבְהָל  בְ׉ לְתוֹךְ דִּ
עִנְיָן וּמֵשִׁיב  לְהָשִׁיב, שׁוֹאֵל כְּ
רִאשׁוֹן  עַל  וְאוֹמֵר  הֲלָכָה,  כַּ
אַחֲרוֹן,  אַחֲרוֹן  וְעַל  רִאשׁוֹן 
לּאֹ שָׁמַע אוֹמֵר לאֹ  וְעַל מַה שֶּׁ
הָאֱמֶת,  עַל  וּמוֹדֶה  י,  עְתִּ שָׁמַֽ

גוֹלָם.  וְחִלּוּפֵיהֶן בְּ

פוּרְעָנִיּוֹת  מִינֵי  שִׁבְעָה  ח 
שִׁבְעָה  עַל  לְעוֹלָם,  אִין  בָּ
רִין  גוּפֵי עֲבֵרָה: מִקְצָתָן מְעַשְּׂ׉

1 When people stand firm in their 

positions and don’t listen to other 

people’s point of view, there is no 

room—each person feels squashed. 

If people “bow,” however, and are 

willing to bend and accommodate 

others, there is plenty of room for 

everyone. The Rebbe

2 The first tongs were not created to 

be used as tongs; they were created 

to make other tongs. Even though 

they were only a preparation for 

something else, they were created 

along with the other important 

items to stress that the preparations 

for a commandment should be as 

important as the commandment 

itself. The Rebbe

3 A person can gain a new 

or deeper understanding of 

something every time he hears it. 

Therefore, even if you have already 

heard an idea, you may say that 

you haven’t heard it yet in order to 

gain a new insight or perspective. 

The Rebbe Maharash
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caused by people not planting or harvesting due to 
disrupting events, in which some people go hungry 
and some are satisfied. 2. If they all decided not 
to tithe, a famine of drought comes, and there will 
not be enough rain. 3. If they also decided not to 
separate challah when baking bread, a famine of 
destruction comes, in which there is no rain, and 
even rivers and lakes dry up. 4. Deadly plagues 
come to the world when people commit sins that 
according to Torah law require the death penalty 
from God, and the Jewish court of law is not given 
the responsibility to carry it out—God causes a 
plague to do so instead. Plagues also come to the 
world when the laws regarding produce grown 
during the seventh (Sabbatical) year are neglected. 
5. The sword of war comes to the world because 
of the agony that judges cause when they delay 
announcing a verdict; because of judges corrupting 
a verdict; and because of people who interpret and 
teach Torah matters not in accordance with the 
Jewish law.1

9 6. Wild beasts come to the world because of 
unnecessary oaths that people make and because 
of people desecrating God’s Name. 7. Exile comes 
to the world because of idol-worship,2 immorality, 
murder, and for not letting the earth rest during 
the Sabbatical year. At four periods during every 
seven-year Sabbatical cycle, deadly plagues 
increase: in the fourth year, in the seventh year, 
in the year after the seventh year, and every year 
after the end of the Festival of Sukkot. The plagues 
increase at those specific periods for the following 
reasons: in the fourth year they increase because of 
people not giving the tithe to the poor as required 
in the preceding third year; in the seventh year, 
they increase because of people not giving the 
tithe to the poor as required in the preceding sixth 
year; in the year after the seventh (Sabbatical) year, 

רִין, רָעָב  וּמִקְצָתָן אֵינָן מְעַשְּׂ׉
מִקְצָתָן  א,  בָּ מְהוּמָה  שֶׁל 
שְׂבֵעִים.  וּמִקְצָתָן  רְעֵבִים 
רָעָב  ר,  לְעַשֵּׂ שֶׁלּאֹ  רוּ  מְ׉ גָּ
א. וְשֶׁלּאֹ לִטּוֹל  ֹרֶת בָּ צּֽ שֶׁל בַּ
לָיָה  ה, רָעָב שֶׁל כְּ אֶת הַחַלָּ
עַל  לְעוֹלָם  א  בָּ בֶר  ֽ דֶּ א.  בָּ
תּוֹרָה  בַּ הָאֲמוּרוֹת  מִיתוֹת 
ין, וְעַל  שֶׁלּאֹ נִמְסְרוּ לְבֵית דִּ
אָה  בָּ רֶב  רוֹת שְׁבִיעִית. חֶֽ פֵּ
ין, וְעַל  לְעוֹלָם, עַל עִנּוּי הַדִּ
הַמּוֹרִים  וְעַל  ין,  הַדִּ עִוּוּת 

תּוֹרָה שֶׁלּאֹ כַהֲלָכָה.  בַּ

לְעוֹלָם  אָה  בָּ רָעָה  ה  חַיָּ ט 

עַל שְׁבוּעַת שָׁוְא וְעַל חִלּוּל 
א לְעוֹלָם עַל  לוּת בָּ ם. גָּ הַשֵּׁ
לּוּי עֲרָיוֹת,  עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, וְעַל גִּ
וְעַל  מִים,  דָּ שְׁפִיכוּת  וְעַל 
עָה  אַרְבָּ בְּ רֶץ.  הָאָֽ ת  שְׁמִטַּ
ה,  מִתְרַבֶּ בֶר  ֽ הַדֶּ פְרָקִים 
בִיעִית,  וּבַשְּׁ׉ בִיעִית,  רְ׉ בָּ
מוֹצָאֵי  מוֹצָאֵי שְׁבִיעִית, וּבְ׉ וּבְ׉
וְשָׁנָה.  שָׁנָה  כָל  ׉ שֶׁבְּ הַחַג 
נֵי מַעֲשֵׂר עָנִי  בִיעִית, מִפְּ׉ רְ׉ בָּ
בִיעִית,  שְּׁ׉ בַּ לִישִׁית.  שְּׁ׉ שֶׁבַּ
ית.  שִּׁ שִּׁ נֵי מַעֲשֵׂר עָנִי שֶׁבַּ מִפְּ׉
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נֵי  מִפְּ׉ שְׁבִיעִית,  מוֹצָאֵי  בְּ
מוֹצָאֵי  בְּ שְׁבִיעִית.  רוֹת  פֵּ
וְשָׁנָה,  שָׁנָה  כָל  ׉ שֶׁבְּ הַחַג 

ים.  נוֹת עֲנִיִּ נֵי גֵֽזֶל מַתְּ׉ מִפְּ׉

אָדָם:  בָּ מִדּוֹת  ע  אַרְבַּ י 
ךְ  וְשֶׁלָּ ךְ  שֶׁלָּ י  שֶׁלִּ הָאוֹמֵר 
י  שֶׁלִּ רֶץ.  הָאָֽ עַם  י,  שֶׁלִּ
ה  מִדָּ זוֹ  ךְ,  שֶׁלָּ ךְ  וְשֶׁלָּ י  שֶׁלִּ
זוֹ  רִים  אוֹמְ׉ וְיֵשׁ  בֵינוֹנִית, 
ךְ  שֶׁלָּ י  שֶׁלִּ סְדוֹם.  ת  מִדַּ
ךְ  שֶׁלָּ חָסִיד.  ךְ,  שֶׁלָּ ךְ  וְשֶׁלָּ

י, רָשָׁע.  י שֶׁלִּ י וְשֶׁלִּ שֶׁלִּ

דֵעוֹת: נֽוֹחַ  ע מִדּוֹת בְּ יא אַרְבַּ
יָצָא  לֵרָצוֹת,  וְנֽוֹחַ  לִכְעוֹס 
כָרוֹ. קָשֶׁה לִכְעוֹס  שְׂ׉ הֶפְסֵדוֹ בִּ
שְׂכָרוֹ  יָצָא  לֵרָצוֹת,  וְקָשֶׁה 
הֶפְסֵדוֹ. קָשֶׁה לִכְעוֹס וְנֽוֹחַ  בְּ

they increase because of people not keeping the 
laws concerning produce of the preceding seventh 
year; and every year, after the end of the Festival of 
Sukkot, when the harvesting season has ended, they 
increase because of people stealing from the poor 
by withholding the harvest gifts that should have 
been given to them.

10 There are four types among people: 1. Someone 
who says, “There should not be any private 
ownership; my property is yours, and your property 
is mine” is an ignorant person. 2. Someone who 
says, “My property is mine and your property is 
yours”—this is a normal character. Some say that 
it is the character of the city of Sedom, where it was 
a crime to share things or give charity. 3. Someone 
who says, “My property is yours and your property is 
also yours” is a chassid,3 (devoted person), because 
he goes beyond what the law requires by giving and 
not expecting anything in return. 4. Someone who 
says, “Your property is mine and my property is 
mine” is wicked because he wants everything for 
himself without giving anything in return. 

11 There are four types of temperaments:4 1. 
Someone who is easily angered and easily calmed—
his gain outweighs his loss because his anger 

1 The Torah contains certain 

guidelines under which the sages 

may deduce laws from it. A person 

who abuses this privilege by 

explaining the Torah in a way that 

does not fit with these guidelines 

has no portion in the World to Come. 

The Rebbe

2 Literally, “foreign service.“ 

Everything a Jew does must be 

for the purpose of serving God. 

We must avoid doing something 

that is not for the service of God, 

even if it is not a sin, because 

it is considered “foreign” to 

our true service and mission. 

The Rebbe

3 Speech is as important as 

action when it comes to giving 

charity. Even a person who has 

nothing to give to the poor but 

comforts them with words, by 

saying, “What’s mine is yours,” is 

considered a chassid (devoted 

person). On the other hand, one 

who gives charity but embarrasses 

the recipient by saying, “What’s 

yours is mine” is considered wicked. 

The Rebbe

4 The mishnah discusses four types 

of “temperaments,” not four types 

of conduct. While we are certainly 

responsible to control our actions, 

this mishnah is adding that we 

must also work on improving our 

natural tendencies and habits. 

The Rebbe
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passes quickly. 2. Someone who is hard to anger and 
hard to calm—his loss outweighs his gain because 
he will remain angry. 3. Someone who is hard to 
anger and easily calmed is a chassid (devoted 
person). 4. Someone who is easily angered and hard 
to calm is a wicked person. 

12 There are four types of students: 1. Someone 
who is quick to understand and quick to forget—his 
loss outweighs his gain because he will remain with 
nothing. 2. Someone who is slow to understand and 
slow to forget—his gain outweighs his loss because 
he will eventually have much knowledge. 3. Someone 
who is quick to understand and slow to forget—
this person received a good portion from God. 
4. Someone who is slow to understand and quick to 
forget—this person received a bad portion.1 

13 There are four types of people who give charity: 
1. Someone who wants to give charity but does not 
want others to give—such a person wishes bad for 
others, because he does not want them to fulfill the 
commandment of giving charity. 2. Someone who 
wants others to give charity, but he himself does not 
want to give—such a person wishes bad for himself, 
because he will not fulfill the commandment of giving 
charity. 3. Someone who wants to give charity and 
wants others to give is a chassid (devoted person). 4. 
Someone who does not want to give charity and does 
not want others to give is a wicked person. 

לֵרָצוֹת, חָסִיד. נֽוֹחַ לִכְעוֹס 
וְקָשֶׁה לֵרָצוֹת, רָשָׁע. 

תַלְמִידִים:  ע מִדּוֹת בְּ יב אַרְבַּ
ד,  מַהֵר לִשְׁמֽוֹעַ וּמַהֵר לְאַבֵּ
הֶפְסֵדוֹ. קָשֶׁה  יָצָא שְׂכָרוֹ בְּ
ד,  לְאַבֵּ וְקָשֶׁה  לִשְׁמֽוֹעַ 
כָרוֹ. מַהֵר  שְׂ׉ יָצָא הֶפְסֵדוֹ בִּ
ד, זֶה  לִשְׁמֽוֹעַ וְקָשֶׁה לְאַבֵּ
לִשְׁמֽוֹעַ  קָשֶׁה  טוֹב.  לֶק  חֵֽ
לֶק רָע.  ד, זֶה חֵֽ וּמַהֵר לְאַבֵּ

נֵי  נוֹתְ׉ בְּ מִדּוֹת  ע  אַרְבַּ יג 
ן וְלאֹ  תֵּ צְדָקָה: הָרוֹצֶה שֶׁיִּ
רָעָה  עֵינוֹ  אֲחֵרִים,  נוּ  יִתְּ׉
נוּ אֲחֵרִים  שֶׁל אֲחֵרִים. יִתְּ׉ בְּ
רָעָה  עֵינוֹ  ן,  יִתֵּ לאֹ  וְהוּא 
אֲחֵרִים,  נוּ  וְיִתְּ׉ ן  יִתֵּ שֶׁלּוֹ.  בְּ
נוּ  יִתְּ׉ וְלאֹ  ן  יִתֵּ לאֹ  חָסִיד. 

אֲחֵרִים, רָשָׁע. 

1 The term “portion” implies 

something that is given, not taken. 

Someone who learns quickly and 

remembers well may feel haughty. 

The mishnah therefore warns, “It’s 

a good portion”—it’s not something 

you achieved on your own; rather, 

it was given to you as a gift from 

God. Similarly, one who has a 

hard time understanding what 

he learns and forgets quickly 

may feel guilty. The mishnah 

therefore tells him that God gave 

him this portion, and if he keeps 

trying, God will grant him success. 

The Rebbe

2 The “funnel” does have 

the following positive 

aspect, however: he passes 

everything learns on to others. 

The Rebbe
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14 There are four types of people who go to the 
House of Study: 1. Someone who goes to the 
House of Study but does not learn—he still gets 
a reward for going. 2. Someone who does learn 
Torah at home but does not go to the House of 
Study—he gets a reward for the learning he did. 
3. Someone who goes to the House of Study 
and does learn is a chassid (devoted person). 4. 
Someone who does not go to the House of Study 
and does not learn at home is a wicked person. 

15 There are four types of students who sit in front 
of Torah scholars—a sponge, a funnel,2 a strainer, 
and a sifter: 1. A sponge represents a student who 
absorbs everything. 2. A funnel takes in something 
from one end and spills it out from the other end. 
This represents a student who listens to his teacher 
but quickly forgets what he said. 3. A strainer lets 
the wine flow through and traps the sediment. 
This represents a student who forgets important 
lessons but remembers less-important lessons. 4. A 
sifter lets the flour-dust pass through and keeps 
the fine flour. This represents a student who only 
remembers important lessons. 

16 Any love that depends on a specific thing will 
cease when that thing ceases, and any love that 
does not depend on any specific thing will never 
cease. What is an example of a love that depended 
on a specific thing? The love between Amnon 
and Tamar. Amnon loved Tamar for her beauty. 
What is an example of a love that did not depend 
on any specific thing? The love between King 
David and his close friend Jonathan. Jonathan 
encouraged David to be king—even though that 
prevented Jonathan from being king—because he 
loved David. 

כֵי בֵית  הוֹלְ׉ ע מִדּוֹת בְּ יד אַרְבַּ
דְרָשׁ: הוֹלֵךְ וְאֵינוֹ עוֹשֶׂה,  הַמִּ
עוֹשֶׂה  יָדוֹ.  בְּ הֲלִיכָה  שְׂכַר 
מַעֲשֶׂה  שְׂכַר  הוֹלֵךְ,  וְאֵינוֹ 
חָסִיד.  וְעוֹשֶׂה,  הוֹלֵךְ  יָדוֹ.  בְּ
לאֹ הוֹלֵךְ וְלאֹ עוֹשֶׂה, רָשָׁע. 

בִים  יוֹשְׁ׉ בְּ מִדּוֹת  ע  אַרְבַּ טו 
ךְ,  נֵי חֲכָמִים: סְפוֹג, וּמַשְׁפֵּ לִפְ׉
רֶת, וְנָפָה. סְפוֹג, שֶׁהוּא  ֽ מְשַׁמֶּ
ךְ,  וּמַשְׁפֵּ הַכֹּל.  אֶת  סוֹפֵג 
בְזוֹ.  וּמוֹצִיא  זוֹ  בְּ כְנִיס  שֶׁמַּ
אֶת  שֶׁמּוֹצִיאָה  רֶת,  ֽ מְשַׁמֶּ
מָרִים.  יִֽן וְקוֹלֶֽטֶת אֶת הַשְּׁ׉ הַיַּ
מַח  ֽ וְנָפָה, שֶׁמּוֹצִיאָה אֶת הַקֶּ

וֹלֶת:  וְקוֹלֶֽטֶת אֶת הַסּֽ

תְלוּיָה  שֶׁהִיא  אַהֲבָה  ל  כָּ טז 
טֵלָה  בְּ בָר  דָּ טֵל  בָּ בְדָבָר, 
לוּיָה  תְּ וְשֶׁאֵינָהּ  אַהֲבָה, 
טֵלָה לְעוֹלָם.  בְדָבָר, אֵינָהּ בְּ
אֵיזוֹ הִיא אַהֲבָה שֶׁהִיא תְלוּיָה 
אַמְנוֹן  אַהֲבַת  זוֹ  בְדָבָר, 
לוּיָה בְדָבָר,  וְתָמָר, וְשֶׁאֵינָהּ תְּ

וִד וִיהוֹנָתָן.  זוֹ אַהֲבַת דָּ
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17 Any argument that is for the sake of God 
in heaven—will have a lasting and meaningful 
outcome.1 But any argument that is for personal 
reasons, and not for the sake of God in heaven, will 
not have a lasting and meaningful outcome. What 
is an example of an argument that was for the sake 
of God in heaven? The argument between Hillel 
and Shammai, who argued regarding laws, yet their 
arguments were not personal; they cared only to 
uncover the true Jewish Law. What is an example 
of an argument that was not for the sake of God 
in heaven? The argument of Korach and his entire 
group with Moses, whose argument was based on a 
desire to rebel against authority. 

18 Anyone who tries to cause many people to 
gain merit,2 God will ensure that no sin will come 
through him. But anyone who tries to cause many 
people to sin will not be given an opportunity 
to repent easily.3 Moses is an example of the first 
type; he had many merits himself, and he caused 
many other people to have merits by teaching them 
Torah and guiding them. In addition, because he 
caused their merits, the merit of the many people 
is credited to him, as it says in the Torah: Moses 
fulfilled the righteous commandments of God, 
and fulfilled His laws with the Children of Israel. 
Yeravam ben Nevat is an example of the second 
type; he sinned himself and caused many people 

ל מַחֲלֽוֹקֶת שֶׁהִיא לְשֵׁם  יז כָּ
ם,  לְהִתְקַיֵּ סוֹפָהּ  יִם,  שָׁמַֽ
אֵין  יִם,  שָׁמַֽ לְשֵׁם  וְשֶׁאֵינָהּ 
הִיא  אֵיזוֹ  ם.  לְהִתְקַיֵּ סוֹפָהּ 
לְשֵׁם  שֶׁהִיא  מַחֲלֽוֹקֶת 
ל  הִלֵּ מַחֲלֽוֹקֶת  זוֹ  יִם,  שָׁמַֽ
לְשֵׁם  וְשֶׁאֵינָהּ  אי.  וְשַׁמַּ
קֹֽרַח  מַחֲלֽוֹקֶת  זוֹ  יִם,  שָׁמַֽ

וְכָל עֲדָתוֹ. 

ים,  הָרַבִּ אֶת  ה  זַכֶּ הַמְ׉ ל  כָּ יח 

וְכָל  יָדוֹ,  עַל  א  בָּ חֵטְא  אֵין 
אֵין  ים,  הָרַבִּ אֶת  חֲטִיא  הַמַּ
לַעֲשׂוֹת  יָדוֹ  בְּ יקִין  מַסְפִּ
ה  וְזִכָּ זָכָה  מֹשֶׁה  שׁוּבָה.  תְּ
ים  הָרַבִּ זְכוּת  ים,  הָרַבִּ אֶת 
קַת  צִדְ׉ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ בּוֹ,  לוּי  תָּ
עִם  טָיו  וּמִשְׁפָּ עָשָׂה,  יְיָ 
נְבָט  ן  בֶּ יָרָבְעָם  יִשְׂרָאֵל. 
ים,  חָטָא וְהֶחֱטִיא אֶת הָרַבִּ

1 How is it possible for both sides 

of a Torah argument to stand, if 

the Jewish law only follows one 

opinion? The answer is that if 

both sides are arguing for the 

sake of Torah—to understand 

the Divine will, and not to merely 

prove themselves right—then one 

side will eventually be accepted by 

a clear majority and become the 

accepted opinion. The minority 

opinion-holders will then review 

their understanding of the matter 

and learn to accept the majority 

opinion. When this occurs, it is 

proof that the argument was “for 

the sake of heaven.” The Rebbe 

2 The gates of repentance are 

always open. The mishnah does 

not say that someone who causes 

others to sin cannot repent; 

rather, it says that he is not given 

an opportunity to do so. Usually, 

God helps people repent. For 

someone who causes others to 

sin, however, God does not provide 

such help. Yet even such a person, 

if he tries hard enough, can repent. 

The Alter Rebbe
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to sin by convincing them to worship idols. 
Because he caused their sins, the sins of the 
many people are credited to him, as it says 
in Kings: Yeravam was punished for the sins 
that he did and for the sins that he caused 
the Children of Israel to do. 

19 Whoever has the following three traits4 

behaves as a student of Abraham our 
forefather, and whoever has three other traits 
behaves as a student of the wicked Bilaam. 
The students of Abraham our forefather 
have: a good and generous eye—they are not 
jealous and are happy for another’s success, a 
humble spirit, and a modest soul—they avoid 
unnecessary luxuries. The students of the 
wicked Bilaam have: a bad and unsatisfied 
eye—they are jealous of others and are not 
satisfied with what they have, an arrogant 
spirit, and a greedy soul. What is the 
difference between the students of Abraham 
our forefather and the students of the wicked 
Bilaam? The students of Abraham our 
forefather will eat and enjoy the benefits of 
their good traits in this world, and they will 
inherit the greatest part of their reward in the 
World to Come. As it says in Proverbs: God 
said: I will cause those who love Me to inherit 
the World to Come, and I will also fill up their 
storage places in this world. But the wicked 
Bilaam’s students will inherit Gehinom and 
go down into a pit of destruction, as it says 

אֱמַר:  לוּי בּוֹ, שֶׁנֶּ ים תָּ חֵטְא הָרַבִּ
עַל חַטּאֹות יָרָבְעָם אֲשֶׁר חָטָא, 

וַאֲשֶׁר הֶחֱטִיא אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל. 

שׁ בּוֹ שְׁלשָֹׁה דְבָרִים  ל מִי שֶׁיֶּ יט כָּ
שֶׁל  לְמִידָיו  מִתַּ הוּא  לוּ,  הַלָּ
לשָֹׁה דְבָרִים  ינוּ, וּשְׁ׉ אַבְרָהָם אָבִֽ
שֶׁל  לְמִידָיו  מִתַּ הוּא  אֲחֵרִים, 
שֶׁל  לְמִידָיו  תַּ הָרָשָׁע.  לְעָם  בִּ
יִן טוֹבָה, וְרֽוּחַ  ינוּ: עַֽ אַבְרָהָם אָבִֽ
לְמִידָיו  תַּ שְׁפָלָה.  וְנֶֽפֶשׁ  נְמוּכָה, 
רָעָה,  יִן  עַֽ הָרָשָׁע:  לְעָם  בִּ שֶׁל 
מַה  רְחָבָה.  וְנֶֽפֶשׁ  בוֹהָה,  גְּ וְרֽוּחַ 
ינוּ  לְמִידָיו שֶׁל אַבְרָהָם אָבִֽ ין תַּ בֵּ
הָרָשָׁע,  לְעָם  בִּ שֶׁל  לְתַלְמִידָיו 
ינוּ  אָבִֽ אַבְרָהָם  שֶׁל  לְמִידָיו  תַּ
וְנוֹחֲלִין  ה,  הַזֶּ עוֹלָם  בָּ לִין  אוֹכְ׉
לְהַנְחִיל  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ א,  הַבָּ הָעוֹלָם 
א.  רוֹתֵיהֶם אֲמַלֵּ אֹהֲבַי יֵשׁ, וְאוֹצְ׉
לְעָם הָרָשָׁע  לְמִידָיו שֶׁל בִּ אֲבָל תַּ
אֵר  לִבְ׉ דִין  וְיוֹרְ׉ יהִנֹּם  גֵּ שִׁין  יוֹרְ׉
אֱלהִֹים  ה  וְאַתָּ אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ חַת,  שַֽׁ

3 The mishnah uses the present 

tense of ה  rather than past מְזַכֶּ

tense ה  because even someone זִכָּ

who has not yet succeeded in 

influencing people to do good 

deeds, since he is trying, God 

promises that he won’t come to sin. 

The Rebbe

4 The mishnah says that someone 

who possesses bad character traits 

and feelings, even if he does not 

act on them, is a student of Bilaam 

until he works to improve them. 

The Rebbe
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in Psalms: And You, God, will bring them down 
to a pit of destruction. Men who are bloodthirsty 
and liars do not live for even half the days of their 
life. But I will trust in You.1 

20 Yehudah ben Teima says: Be as bold as a 
leopard,2 and don’t be intimidated by people who 
make fun of doing the right thing; be as light as 
an eagle, and don’t let laziness win over you; run 
like a deer, showing your great enthusiasm; and 
be as strong as a lion to overcome any obstacles—
to fulfill the will of your Father in Heaven. 
Yehudah ben Teima would often say: A brazen, 
arrogant person will go to Gehinom, whereas a 
bashful, humble person will go to the Garden of 
Eden. May it be Your will, Lord, our God and the 
God of our fathers, that the Holy Temple should 
be built quickly in our days and that You should 
give us our portion in Your Torah.3 

21 Ben Bag-Bag says: Delve into the Torah and 
delve into it again—always try to uncover more 
and understand deeper, because everything is 
in it. With Torah you will see the truth. Learn 
Torah forever, even as you grow old and worn out. 
Never move away from it, because it connects 
you to God, and you can have nothing better 
than that. Ben Hei-Hei says: The reward for a 
commandment is increased in proportion to the 
amount of strain and hard work you experience 
when fulfilling it.4

22 Yehudah ben Teima would often say: A five-
year-old is of the age to learn Chumash. A 
ten-year-old is of the age to learn Mishnah.5 
A thirteen-year-old is obligated to fulfill 
commandments. A fifteen-year-old is of the age 

שֵׁי  אַנְ׉ חַת,  שַֽׁ אֵר  לִבְ׉ תּוֹרִידֵם 
יֶחֱצוּ  לאֹ  וּמִרְמָה  דָמִים 

ךְ.  יְמֵיהֶם, וַאֲנִי אֶבְטַח בָּ

ימָא אוֹמֵר: הֱוֵי  ן תֵּ כ יְהוּדָה בֶּ
רָץ  ֽשֶׁר,  נֶּ כַּ וְקַל  מֵר,  נָּ כַּ עַז 
לַעֲשׂוֹת  אֲרִי,  כָּ וְגִבּוֹר  בִי,  צְּ׉ כַּ
הוּא  יִם.  מָֽ שָּׁ שֶׁבַּ יךָ  אָבִֽ רְצוֹן 
נִים לְגֵיהִנֹּם,  הָיָה אוֹמֵר: עַז פָּ
יְהִי  דֶן.  עֵֽ לְגַן  נִים  פָּ וּבֽוֹשֶׁת 
ינוּ  אֱלהֵֹֽ יְיָ  פָנֶֽיךָ,  מִלְּ׉ רָצוֹן 
ית  נֶה בֵּ בָּ ינוּ, שֶׁיִּ וֵאלהֵֹי אֲבוֹתֵֽ
ינוּ, וְתֵן  הֵרָה בְיָמֵֽ מְ׉ שׁ בִּ קְדָּ הַמִּ

ךָ.  תוֹרָתֶֽ נוּ בְּ חֶלְקֵֽ

הּ  ג אוֹמֵר: הֲפָךְ בָּ ג בַּ ן בַּ כא בֶּ
וּבָהּ  בָהּ,  א  כֹֽלָּ דְּ הּ,  בָּ וַהֲפָךְ 
הּ  לֵה בָהּ, וּמִנָּ חֱזֵי, וְסִיב וּבְ׉ תֶּ
ה  מִדָּ לָךְ  שֶׁאֵין  תָזֽוּעַ,  לָא 
הֵא  הֵא  ן  בֶּ ה.  נָּ הֵימֶֽ טוֹבָה 

אוֹמֵר: לְפוּם צַעֲרָא אַגְרָא. 

ן חָמֵשׁ  כב הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר: בֶּ
שֶׂר  עֶֽ ן  בֶּ לְמִקְרָא,  שָׁנִים 
שְׁלשֹׁ  ן  בֶּ לְמִשְׁנָה,  שָׁנִים 
חֲמֵשׁ  ן  בֶּ לְמִצְוֹת,  עֶשְׂרֵה 
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1 The end of the verse is quoted 

in the mishnah even though it’s 

not directly connected to its 

teachings. The verse alludes to 

the fact that even if there are 

“students of Bilaam” in the world 

who try to harm us, we must 

declare that we trust in God. 

The Rebbe 

2 The mishnah connects each 

positive trait to an animal. This 

teaches that everything a person 

sees or hears should be used as 

a lesson in the service of God. 

You can even learn positive 

character traits from an animal! 

The Rebbe 

3 The connection between the two 

parts of this prayer is that when the 

Redemption arrives and the Temple 

is rebuilt, our only “portion” and 

occupation will be learning Torah. 

The Rebbe

4 God does not only value the 

deed itself, but also the effort 

and time that is put into it. 

Even if one feels that he didn’t 

achieve anything noteworthy, 

he is rewarded for his efforts. 

The Rebbe

5 The mishnah is not only indicating 

the age one should begin each of 

these pursuits. At these ages one’s 

entire essence and focus should 

be on that pursuit. When a child 

reaches the age of ten, what is 

his essence? That he should be 

learning mishnah! All his energy 

and time should be focused on this. 

The Rebbe

to learn Gemara. An eighteen-year-old is of the age 
for marriage. A twenty-year-old is of the age to 
pursue a livelihood. A thirty-year-old is of the age 
of full strength. A forty-year-old is of the age for 
understanding. A fifty-year-old is of the age to offer 
advice. A sixty-year-old is of the age of maturity 
and wisdom. A seventy-year-old is of a ripe old age. 
An eighty-year-old is of the age that shows that he 
has a strong and healthy body to survive to this age. 
A ninety-year-old is of the age of becoming bent-
over. A hundred-year-old has lost the use of most 
of his natural abilities and is therefore considered 
dead; he is also removed and ceases to care about 
the physical pursuits of this world, and recognizes 
God’s presence in the world. 
י  Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One, blessed be רַבִּ
He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have many merits. He 
therefore gave them an abundance of Torah and commandments, 
so that they would have many opportunities to connect to God. 
As it says in Isaiah: The Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing 
the Jewish Nation’s righteousness, that the Torah be made great 
and glorious.

ן שְׁמוֹנֶה  מָרָא, בֶּ עֶשְׂרֵה לִגְ׉
ן עֶשְׂרִים  ה, בֶּ עֶשְׂרֵה לְחֻפָּ
חַ,  ן שְׁלשִֹׁים לְכֹֽ לִרְדּוֹף, בֶּ
לְבִינָה,  עִים  אַרְבָּ ן  בֶּ
ן  בֶּ לְעֵצָה,  ים  חֲמִשִּׁ ן  בֶּ
ן שִׁבְעִים  ים לְזִקְנָה, בֶּ שִׁשִּׁ
שְׁמוֹנִים  ן  בֶּ לְשֵׂיבָה, 
שְׁעִים  תִּ ן  בֶּ בוּרָה,  לִגְ׉
אִלּוּ מֵת  ן מֵאָה כְּ לָשֽׁוּחַ, בֶּ

וְעָבַר וּבָטֵל מִן הָעוֹלָם.
רָצָה  אוֹמֵר:  עֲקַשְׁיָא  ן  בֶּ חֲנַנְיָא  י  רַבִּ
רוּךְ הוּא לְזַכּוֹת אֶת יִשְׂרָאֵל,  דוֹשׁ בָּ הַקָּ
וּמִצְוֹת,  תּוֹרָה  לָהֶם  ה  הִרְבָּ לְפִיכָךְ 
יל  עַן צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ אֱמַר: יְיָ חָפֵץ לְמַֽ שֶׁנֶּ

יר. תּוֹרָה וְיַאְדִּ
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ל  All the Children of Israel have a portion in the World כָּ
to Come. As it says in Isaiah regarding the Redemption 
of the Jewish Nation: Your people are all righteous, and 
they will all inherit the Land of Israel forever—they will 
never be exiled from it again. Everyone will recognize 
that they are the branch of My planting and the work of 
My hands, in which I, God, take pride. 

1 The Sages taught the following statements 
in Hebrew, the language of the Mishnah. 
Blessed is God, Who chose the Sages and 
their teachings. Rabbi Meir says: Whoever 
involves himself in Torah1 learning for its 
own sake—because it is a commandment—
will merit many good things. Not only that, 
but even the creation of the entire world is 
worthwhile just for him. Some of the many 
things he merits are: He is called a “friend” 
and “beloved” of God. He loves God and 
he loves God’s creations. He makes God 
happy and he makes people happy.2 The 
Torah clothes and surrounds him with 
humility and awe of God. It prepares him 
to be righteous, dedicated to God, upright, 
and trusted. It also distances him from sin 
and brings him close to merit. People enjoy 
his good advice, wisdom, understanding, 
and strength. As it says in Proverbs: Good 
advice and wisdom are mine, says the Torah. 

CHAPTER SIX 

ANNOTATED SIDDUR PAGE 291

א,  הַבָּ לְעוֹלָם  לֶק  חֵֽ לָהֶם  יֵשׁ  יִשְׂרָאֵל  ל  כָּ
שׁוּ  יקִים, לְעוֹלָם יִֽירְ׉ ם צַדִּ לָּ ךְ כֻּ אֱמַר: וְעַמֵּ שֶׁנֶּ

אֵר. עַי מַעֲשֵׂה יָדַי לְהִתְפָּ רֶץ, נֵֽצֶר מַטָּ אָֽ

שְׁנָה,  הַמִּ שׁוֹן  לְ׉ בִּ חֲכָמִים  שָׁנוּ  א 

י  מִשְׁנָתָם. רַבִּ הֶם וּבְ׉ חַר בָּ רוּךְ שֶׁבָּ בָּ
תּוֹרָה  ל הָעוֹסֵק בַּ מֵאִיר אוֹמֵר: כָּ
ה, וְלאֹ  בָרִים הַרְבֵּ מָהּ זוֹכֶה לִדְ׉ לִשְׁ׉
לּוֹ  כֻּ הָעוֹלָם  ל  שֶׁכָּ א  אֶלָּ עוֹד, 
עַ, אָהוּב,  דַאי הוּא לוֹ. נִקְרָא רֵֽ כְּ
אֶת  אוֹהֵב  קוֹם,  הַמָּ אֶת  אוֹהֵב 
קוֹם,  הַמָּ אֶת  חַ  ֽ מְשַׂמֵּ רִיּוֹת,  ׉ הַבְּ
שְׁתּוֹ  רִיּוֹת, וּמַלְבַּ ׉ חַ אֶת הַבְּ ֽ מְשַׂמֵּ
לִהְיוֹת  וּמַכְשַׁרְתּוֹ  וְיִרְאָה,  עֲנָוָה 
וְנֶאֱמָן,  יָשָׁר,  חָסִיד,  יק,  צַדִּ
קָרַבְתּוֹ  רַחַקְתּוֹ מִן הַחֵטְא, וּמְ׉ וּמְ׉
עֵצָה  נּוּ  ֽ מִמֶּ וְנֶהֱנִין  זְכוּת,  לִידֵי 
אֱמַר:  בוּרָה, שֶׁנֶּ ינָה וּגְ׉ ה, בִּ וְתוּשִׁיָּ
בִינָה,  אֲנִי  ה,  וְתוּשִׁיָּ עֵצָה  לִי 
כוּת  מַלְ׉ לוֹ  נֶת  וְנוֹתֶֽ גְבוּרָה,  לִי 

1 Alternatively, “conduct business in 

Torah.” This means that we should 

use business ethics to enhance 

the honor of the Torah. Just as 

confident business-people spend 

much time and energy finding 

customers, we must similarly find 

“customers” with whom to learn 

Torah. This will bring honor to the 

Torah, because it will show that 

we recognize its great value and 

the need to share it with others. 

The Rebbe

2 When we love another person, 

they do not necessarily feel it 

or gain anything from it. For this 

reason, we are taught that loving 

people is not enough; we must also 

make them “happy.” This means 

that our love must make people 

happy—we must make sure that 

it has a positive effect on them. 

The Rebbe
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I am understanding; strength is mine. The Torah 
gives these good qualities to those who learn it. 
The Torah also gives him royalty and authority, 
and the ability to judge properly. The secrets 
of the Torah are revealed to him. He becomes 
like a fountain that flows with ever-increasing 
strength, and like a river that never stops flowing. 
He becomes modest, patient, and forgiving when 
he is insulted. The Torah makes him great and it 
raises him above all things. 

2 Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Every single day, 
a heavenly voice that is heard by the soul comes out 
from Mount Horeb (Mount Sinai). It announces and 
says, “Woe is to people who insult the Torah by not 
learning excitedly.” They are to be pitied because 
anyone who does not excitedly occupy himself with 
Torah is called “shamed.” As it says in Proverbs: 
A beautiful woman (the Torah) without flavor 
(without excitement and pleasure) is like a golden 
ring on a pig’s nose. Torah must be “flavorful” 
and exciting. There is another advantage of being 
occupied with Torah, as it says in the Torah: The 
Tablets are God’s work, and the writing is God’s 
writing, engraved on the Tablets. Do not read the 
word as “charut” (engraved) but rather as “cherut” 
(freedom), because there is no person who is free 
from social pressures and able to reach his full 
potential except for someone who involves himself 
in Torah learning. Whoever involves himself in 
Torah learning becomes elevated and great. As it 
says in the Torah: In listing the places the Jewish 
Nation traveled through in the desert, the Torah 
says: The Jewish Nation traveled from Mattanah to 
Nachaliel, and from Nachaliel to Bamot. The Sages 
explain the deeper meaning of this verse as follows: 
When a person uses the Mattanah (gift) of Torah, 
God becomes his Nachaliel (inheritance), which 
causes him to become Bamot (elevated). 

ין  גַלִּ ין, וּמְ׉ וּמֶמְשָׁלָה, וְחִקּוּר דִּ
מַעְיָן  לוֹ רָזֵי תוֹרָה, וְנַעֲשֶׂה כְּ
שֶׁאֵינוֹ  נָהָר  וּכְ׉ ר  בֵּ תְגַּ הַמִּ
רֶךְ  וְאֶֽ צָנֽוּעַ,  וְהֹוֶה  פוֹסֵק, 
עֶלְבּוֹנוֹ,  עַל  וּמוֹחֵל  רֽוּחַ, 
עַל  רוֹמַמְתּוֹ  וּמְ׉ לְתּוֹ  גַדַּ וּמְ׉

עֲשִׂים.  ל הַמַּ כָּ

לֵוִי,  ן  בֶּ עַ  יְהוֹשֻֽׁ י  רַבִּ אָמַר  ב 

קוֹל  ת  בַּ וָיוֹם  יוֹם  כָל  בְּ
זֶת  יוֹצֵאת מֵהַר חוֹרֵב וּמַכְרֶֽ
רִיּוֹת  ׉ לַבְּ לָהֶם  אוֹי  רֶת:  וְאוֹמֶֽ
ל  שֶׁכָּ תּוֹרָה,  שֶׁל  מֵעֶלְבּוֹנָהּ 
תּוֹרָה  בַּ עוֹסֵק  שֶׁאֵינוֹ  מִי 
נֶֽזֶם  אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ נָזוּף,  נִקְרָא 
יָפָה  ה  אִשָּׁ חֲזִיר,  אַף  בְּ זָהָב 
חֹת  עַם. וְאוֹמֵר: וְהַלֻּ רַת טָֽ וְסָֽ
ה,  מָּ הֵֽ אֱלהִֹים  מַעֲשֵׂה 
אֱלהִֹים  ב  מִכְתַּ ב  כְתָּ וְהַמִּ
אַל  חֹת,  הַלֻּ עַל  חָרוּת  הוּא, 
חֵרוּת,  א  אֶלָּ חָרוּת  קְרֵי  תִּ
א מִי  ן חוֹרִין, אֶלָּ שֶׁאֵין לְךָ בֶּ
תּוֹרָה,  תַלְמוּד  בְּ שֶׁעוֹסֵק 
תַלְמוּד  בְּ שֶׁעוֹסֵק  מִי  וְכָל 
ה,  מִתְעַלֶּ זֶה  הֲרֵי  תּוֹרָה, 
נַחֲלִיאֵל,  נָה  תָּ אֱמַר: וּמִמַּ שֶׁנֶּ

מוֹת. חֲלִיאֵל בָּ וּמִנַּ

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



PIRKEI AVOT
 
|

 
486

Chapter Six 

3 Someone who learns a single chapter, 
a single law, a single verse, a single 
statement, or even a single letter of 
Torah from his friend must treat him 
with honor.1 For we find this by David, the 
king of Israel—that he learned only two 
things from Achitofel2—to learn together 
with other people rather than alone, and 
to walk with others and with excitement 
when going to learn—and he called him 
his rabbi, his leader, and his teacher. As 
King David says to Achitofel in Psalms: 
You are a man equal to me; you are my 
leader and my teacher. Surely this leads 
us to an obvious conclusion: If David, the 
king of Israel, learned only two things 
from Achitofel, and still called him his 
rabbi, his leader, and his teacher, then 
if an ordinary person learns a single 
chapter, a single law, a single verse, a 
single statement, or even a single letter 
of Torah from his friend, how much more 
so must he treat him with honor. Honor 
is deserved only for Torah. As it says in 
Proverbs: The Sages will inherit honor; 
the perfect ones will inherit good. And 
only Torah is truly good. As it says in 
Proverbs: I, God, have given you a good 
teaching; do not forsake My Torah.

אוֹ  אֶחָד,  רֶק  ֽ פֶּ מֵחֲבֵרוֹ  הַלּוֹמֵד  ג 

אוֹ  אֶחָד,  סוּק  פָּ אוֹ  אַחַת,  הֲלָכָה 
אַחַת,  אוֹת  אֲפִילוּ  אוֹ  אֶחָד,  דִבּוּר 
ינוּ  מָצִֽ ן  שֶׁכֵּ בוֹד,  כָּ בּוֹ  לִנְהָג  צָרִיךְ 
לָמַד  שֶׁלּאֹ  יִשְׂרָאֵל,  לֶךְ  מֶֽ דָוִד  בְּ
בָד,  לְ׉ א שְׁנֵי דְבָרִים בִּ מֵאֲחִיתֹֽפֶל אֶלָּ
אֱמַר:  עוֹ, שֶׁנֶּ יֻדָּ קְרָאוֹ רַבּוֹ אַלּוּפוֹ וּמְ׉
עִי.  יֻדָּ י, אַלּוּפִי וּמְ׉ עֶרְכִּ ה אֱנוֹשׁ כְּ וְאַתָּ
וִד  וַהֲלאֹ דְבָרִים קַל וָחֽוֹמֶר, וּמַה דָּ
לֶךְ יִשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁלּאֹ לָמַד מֵאֲחִיתֹֽפֶל  מֶֽ
בָד, קְרָאוֹ רַבּוֹ  לְ׉ א שְׁנֵי דְבָרִים בִּ אֶלָּ
רֶק  ֽ עוֹ, הַלּוֹמֵד מֵחֲבֵרוֹ פֶּ יֻדָּ אַלּוּפוֹ וּמְ׉
סוּק  פָּ אוֹ  אַחַת,  הֲלָכָה  אוֹ  אֶחָד, 
אֲפִילוּ  אוֹ  אֶחָד,  דִבּוּר  אוֹ  אֶחָד, 
ה  וְכַמָּ ה  מָּ כַּ אַחַת  עַל  אֶחָת,  אוֹת 
בוֹד  בוֹד. וְאֵין כָּ רִיךְ לִנְהָג בּוֹ כָּ שֶׁצָּ
בוֹד חֲכָמִים  אֱמַר: כָּ א תוֹרָה, שֶׁנֶּ אֶלָּ
מִימִים יִנְחֲלוּ טוֹב. וְאֵין  לוּ, וּתְ׉ יִנְחָֽ
י לֶֽקַח  אֱמַר: כִּ א תוֹרָה, שֶׁנֶּ טוֹב אֶלָּ
עֲזֹֽבוּ.  י לָכֶם, תּוֹרָתִי אַל תַּ תִּ טוֹב נָתַֽ

1 Literally, “accustom.” We must not 

only treat people with respect, but 

also be accustomed to doing so. It 

should be part of our very nature. 

The Rebbe

2 Why does the Braita use the word 

“only” in reference to learning from 

Achitofel, and not later in reference 

to learning from anyone?

Something learned “ֹמֵחַבֵרו”—from 

a fellow Jew—grows and develops 

with you. Things learned from a 

wicked person (such as Achitofel) 

do not grow and develop; you are 

only left with the exact thing that 

you learned. The Rebbe

3 An alternative interpretation: If a 

person finds himself in a challenging 

situation—even lacking all but bare 

physical necessities—he should not 

despair. Instead he should resolve 

to work hard in Torah and remind 

himself that: 1) Torah is greater than 

all worldly pleasures, and 2) He will 

be compensated in the World to 

Come. The Rebbe
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4 This is the way to master Torah:3 Eat bread 
with salt, drink small amounts of water, 
sleep on the ground, live a life of hardship 
without indulging in physical pleasures, 
and work hard in Torah. In Psalms it says 
that if you do this, “You will be fortunate, 
and it will be good for you.” “You will be 
fortunate” in this world, and “it will be 
good for you” in the World to Come. 

5 Do not look for greatness for yourself 
and do not desire honor. The good deeds 
you do should be greater than your Torah 
learning. Do not desire the table of kings 
and their riches, because your table—your 
greatness through serving God—is greater 
than their fancy tables and physical riches, 
and your crown of honor is greater than 
their physical crown. God, Your Boss, is 
trusted to pay you the reward for your work 
of serving Him. 

6 Torah is greater than being a Kohen or 
king, because being a king comes with 
thirty special privileges and responsibilities, 
such as the restriction of anyone else sitting 
in his place or riding on his horse; being a 
Kohen comes with twenty-four gifts that 
must be given to Kohanim, such as the first 
fruits, challah, and the terumah contribution. 
Whereas acquiring and mastering the 
Torah requires forty-eight qualities. They 
are: constant learning, careful listening, 
verbally pronouncing what is being 
learned,1 an understanding heart, awe, fear, 
humility, happiness, purity, serving Torah 
scholars, having close friends, discussing 
and debating Torah with fellow students, 
calmly and carefully analyzing what you 

ת  פַּ תּוֹרָה:  שֶׁל  הּ  רְכָּ דַּ הִיא  ךְ  כַּ ד 
שׂוּרָה  מְ׉ בִּ יִם  וּמַֽ תּאֹכֵל,  לַח  מֶֽ בְּ
י  וְחַיֵּ ישָׁן,  תִּ רֶץ  הָאָֽ וְעַל  ה,  שְׁתֶּ תִּ
ה עָמֵל,  חְיֶה, וּבַתּוֹרָה אַתָּ עַר תִּ צַֽ
יךָ וְטוֹב  ן, אַשְׁרֶֽ ה עֽוֹשֶׂה כֵּ אִם אַתָּ
ה, וְטוֹב לָךְ  עוֹלָם הַזֶּ יךָ בָּ לָךְ, אַשְׁרֶֽ

א.  לָעוֹלָם הַבָּ

ה לְעַצְמְךָ, וְאַל  דֻלָּ שׁ גְּ בַקֵּ ה אַל תְּ
ךָ  מּוּדֶֽ מִלִּ יוֹתֵר  בוֹד,  כָּ חְמוֹד  תַּ
ה לְשֻׁלְחָנָם שֶׁל  תְאַוֶּ עֲשֵׂה, וְאַל תִּ
לְחָנָם,  דוֹל מִשֻּׁ ךָ גָּ לְחָנְ׉ מְלָכִים, שֶׁשֻּׁ
תְרָם, וְנֶאֱמָן הוּא  דוֹל מִכִּ וְכִתְרְךָ גָּ
ם לְךָ שְׂכַר  שַׁלֶּ ךָ שֶׁיְּ׉ ֽ עַל מְלַאכְתֶּ ֽ בַּ

ךָ.  תֶֽ עֻלָּ פְּ

ה  הֻנָּ הַכְּ׉ מִן  יוֹתֵר  תוֹרָה  דוֹלָה  גְּ ו 
נִקְנִית  כוּת  לְ׉ שֶׁהַמַּ כוּת,  לְ׉ הַמַּ וּמִן 
ה  הֻנָּ וְהַכְּ׉ מַעֲלוֹת,  לשִֹׁים  שְׁ׉ בִּ
נִקְנִית  וְהַתּוֹרָה  ע,  וְאַרְבַּ עֶשְׂרִים  בְּ
לּוּ  וְאֵֽ דְבָרִים.  מוֹנָה  וּשְׁ׉ עִים  אַרְבָּ בְּ
הָאֹֽזֶן,  מִיעַת  שְׁ׉ בִּ תַלְמוּד,  בְּ הֵן: 
ב,  הַלֵּ בִינַת  בְּ יִם,  שְׂפָתַֽ עֲרִיכַת  בַּ
שִׂמְחָה,  עֲנָוָה, בְּ יִרְאָה, בַּ אֵימָה, בְּ בְּ
דִבּוּק  שִׁמּוּשׁ חֲכָמִים, בְּ טָהֳרָה, בְּ בְּ
לְמִידִים,  הַתַּ פִלְפּוּל  בְּ חֲבֵרִים, 
מִעוּט  מִשְׁנָה, בְּ מִקְרָא, בְּ יִשּׁוּב, בְּ בְּ

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



PIRKEI AVOT
 
|

 
488

Chapter Six 

learn, knowing Tanach, knowing Mishnah, 
limiting your business activity, limiting your 
worldly activity, limiting your worldly pleasure, 
limiting your sleep, limiting your conversation, 
limiting your laughter, being slow to anger, 
having a good heart, having faith in the Sages, 
accepting suffering, being someone who 
knows his place—recognizing his strengths 
and weaknesses—who is happy with what he 
has, who makes a protective fence around his 
words by choosing his words very carefully, who 
does not take credit for his achievements, who 
is beloved by others, who loves God and loves 
people, who loves righteousness, who loves 
justice, who loves criticism because it will help 
him improve his ways, who keeps far away from 
honor, who is not arrogant with his learning, 
who does not enjoy when he must give a ruling 
in Jewish law, who carries the burden with 
his friend, who judges his friend favorably by 
giving him the benefit of the doubt, who places 
his friend on the path of truth, who places him 
on the path of peace, who thinks carefully and 
deeply in his studies, who asks questions and 
answers other people’s questions, listens to his 
teacher and adds to what his teacher says, who 
learns in order to teach, who learns in order 
to know what to do, who makes his teacher 
wiser by asking good questions, who properly 
understands what he hears, and who says 
something in the name of the person who said 
it. In fact, you have learned: Whoever says 
something in the name of the person who said 
it2 brings redemption to the world, as it says in 
the Book of Esther, “And Esther told the king 
in Mordechai’s name” that Bigtan and Teresh 
were planning to kill King Achashverosh. This 
eventually lead to the miracle of Purim and the 
redemption of the Jewish Nation. 

רֶץ,  אֶֽ רֶךְ  ֽ דֶּ מִעוּט  בְּ סְחוֹרָה, 
שֵׁנָה,  מִעוּט  בְּ עֲנוּג,  תַּ מִעוּט  בְּ
מִעוּט שְׂחוֹק,  מִעוּט שִׂיחָה, בְּ בְּ
אֱמוּנַת  לֶב טוֹב, בֶּ יִם, בְּ ֽ רֶךְ אַפַּ אֶֽ בְּ
סּוֹרִין,  הַיִּ לַת  קַבָּ בְּ חֲכָמִים, 
חַ  מֵֽ וְהַשָּׂ מְקוֹמוֹ,  אֶת  יר  כִּ הַמַּ
בָרָיו,  חֶלְקוֹ, וְהָעוֹשֶׂה סְיָג לִדְ׉ בְּ
לְעַצְמוֹ,  טוֹבָה  מַחֲזִיק  וְאֵינוֹ 
קוֹם,  הַמָּ אֶת  אוֹהֵב  אָהוּב, 
רִיּוֹת, אוֹהֵב אֶת  ׉ אוֹהֵב אֶת הַבְּ
ישָׁרִים,  דָקוֹת, אוֹהֵב אֶת הַמֵּ הַצְּ׉
אוֹהֵב אֶת הַתּוֹכָחוֹת, וּמִתְרַחֵק 
לִבּוֹ  מֵגִיס  וְלאֹ  בוֹד,  הַכָּ מִן 
הוֹרָאָה,  חַ בְּ תַלְמוּדוֹ, וְאֵינוֹ שָׂמֵֽ בְּ
נוֹשֵׂא בְעוֹל עִם חֲבֵרוֹ, וּמַכְרִיעוֹ 
עַל  וּמַעֲמִידוֹ  זְכוּת,  לְכַף 
לוֹם,  הָאֱמֶת, וּמַעֲמִידוֹ עַל הַשָּׁ
תַלְמוּדוֹ, שׁוֹאֵל  ב לִבּוֹ בְּ וּמִתְיַשֵּׁ
עַ וּמוֹסִיף, הַלּוֹמֵד  וּמֵשִׁיב, שׁוֹמֵֽ
עַל  וְהַלּוֹמֵד  ד,  לְלַמֵּ מְנָת  עַל 
אֶת  ים  חְכִּ הַמַּ לַעֲשׂוֹת,  מְנָת 
שְׁמוּעָתוֹ,  אֶת  ן  כַוֵּ וְהַמְ׉ רַבּוֹ, 
רוֹ, הָא  שֵׁם אוֹמְ׉ בָר בְּ וְהָאוֹמֵר דָּ
שֵׁם  בָר בְּ ל הָאוֹמֵר דָּ , כָּ דְתָּ לָמַֽ
לָעוֹלָם,  ה  גְאֻלָּ מֵבִיא  רוֹ,  אוֹמְ׉
לֶךְ  ֽ ר לַמֶּ אֹמֶר אֶסְתֵּ אֱמַר: וַתּֽ שֶׁנֶּ

כָי.  שֵׁם מָרְדְּ בְּ
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7 Torah is great because it gives life—in this 
world and in the World to Come—to those who 
learn it and do what it says. As it says in Proverbs: 
Because they—the words of the Torah—are life to 
the person who finds them, and they are a cure 
for his whole body. It also says there: The Torah 
will be a cure for your body and marrow for your 
bones, making them stronger. It also says there: 
The Torah is a tree of life for those who hold onto 
it, and those who support Torah learning are 
fortunate. It also says there: Words of Torah in 
your mind are like a graceful decoration for your 
head, and words of Torah spoken from your throat 
are a beautiful necklace for your neck. It also 
says there: Torah will give your head a graceful 
decoration and it will give you a crown of 
beauty. It also says there: Indeed, says the Torah, 
by learning me, your days will be increased, 
and years of life will be added to you. It also 
says there: Long life is at the Torah’s right. If we 
learn Torah for the correct reason—because it is a 
commandment—it will give us long life in addition 
to wealth and honor. Wealth and honor are at its 
left. Even if we learn Torah for other reasons, and 
not only because it is a commandment, it will 
still give us wealth and honor. It also says there: 
The words of the Torah will add to your length of 
days, your years of life, and your peace. 

נֶת  דוֹלָה תוֹרָה, שֶׁהִיא נוֹתֶֽ ז גְּ
ה  הַזֶּ עוֹלָם  בָּ יהָ  לְעֹשֶֽׂ ים  חַיִּ
אֱמַר:  שֶׁנֶּ א,  הַבָּ וּבָעוֹלָם 
אֵיהֶם,  לְמוֹצְ׉ הֵם  ים  חַיִּ י  כִּ
וְאוֹמֵר:  א.  מַרְפֵּ שָׂרוֹ  בְּ כָל  וּלְ׉
וְשִׁקּוּי  ךָ,  ֽ לְשָׁרֶּ הִי  תְּ רִפְאוּת 
עֵץ  וְאוֹמֵר:  יךָ.  מוֹתֶֽ לְעַצְ׉
הּ,  בָּ חֲזִיקִים  לַמַּ הִיא  ים  חַיִּ
וְאוֹמֵר:  ר.  מְאֻשָּׁ יהָ  כֶֽ וְתֹמְ׉
ךָ,  לְראֹשֶֽׁ הֵם  חֵן  לִוְיַת  י  כִּ
וְאוֹמֵר:  יךָ.  רֹתֶֽ לְגַרְגְּ וַעֲנָקִים 
רֶת  ךָ לִוְיַת חֵן, עֲטֶֽ ן לְראֹשְׁ׉ תֵּ תִּ
י  כִּ וְאוֹמֵר:  נֶֽךָּ.  ׉ מַגְּ תְּ רֶת  פְאֶֽ תִּ
לְךָ  יפוּ  וְיוֹסִֽ יךָ,  יָמֶֽ יִרְבּוּ  בִי 
אֹֽרֶךְ  וְאוֹמֵר:  ים.  חַיִּ שְׁנוֹת 
מאֹלָהּ  שְׂ׉ בִּ ימִינָהּ,  בִּ יָמִים 
י אֹֽרֶךְ  עֹֽשֶׁר וְכָבוֹד. וְאוֹמֵר: כִּ
וְשָׁלוֹם  ים  חַיִּ נוֹת  וּשְׁ׉ יָמִים 

יפוּ לָךְ.  יוֹסִֽ

 1 Besides helping you understand 

what you learn and remember it 

better, verbally pronouncing words 

of Torah is of great spiritual value, for 

by doing so one elevates a physical 

part of the body (the mouth) by 

using it for a Divine purpose.  

The Alter Rebbe

2 When we learn words of Torah 

we must always remember who 

originally said them: God. By 

doing so we affirm the Divine 

holiness of the Torah and bring 

the Redemption closer. The Rebbe

An alternative interpretation: 

Mentioning the authors and sages 

of earlier generations reinforces the 

chain of tradition that is so vital to 

our understanding of the Torah. It 

reminds us that the Torah is not a 

recent innovation, but rather an 

ancient gift that Moses received 

from God and passed down to us. 

The Rebbe
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8 Rabbi Shimon ben Yehudah says in the 
name of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai: Beauty, 
strength, riches, honor, wisdom and 
maturity, old age, and children—it is good 
for the righteous to possess these traits so 
they can be more effective in teaching about 
God and sanctifying His Name, which in turn 
is good for the world.1 As it says in Proverbs: 
Ripe old age is a crown of “beauty,” which 
also represents “riches;” it can be found on 
the path of righteousness. It also says there: 
The beauty of young men is their “strength,” 
and the beauty of old men is “ripe old age.” It 
also says there: Grandchildren are the crown 
of the elderly, and the glory of “children” 
are their fathers. And it says in Isaiah: Due 
to their painful embarrassment and shame, 
the wicked will see even the moon and sun to 
be dark when the Lord, God of all creations, 
rules on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and 
“honor” is given before His “mature” and 
wise elders. Rabbi Shimon ben Menatya 
says: These seven traits the Sages listed as 
being fitting for the righteous—all of them 
were fulfilled by Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi and 
his sons, who possessed all these traits. 

9 Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma says: I was once 
walking on the road while reviewing Torah, 
and a certain man met me. I didn’t notice 
him, and so He greeted me first. He said, 
“Shalom!” and I answered back to him, 
“Shalom!” He said to me, “Rabbi, from which 
place are you?” I told him, “I am from a great 
city of Torah scholars and sages, and my 
purpose in life is to be occupied with Torah.” 
He said to me, “Rabbi, if you would be willing 
to live with us in our place,2 I would give 
you a million golden dinar coins, as well as 

מִשּׁוּם  יְהוּדָה  ן  בֶּ שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ ח 

אוֹמֵר:  יוֹחָאִי  ן  בֶּ שִׁמְעוֹן  י  רַבִּ
בוֹד,  וְהַכָּ וְהָעֹֽשֶׁר,  ֹחַ,  וְהַכּֽ הַנּוֹי, 
יבָה,  וְהַשֵּׂ קְנָה,  וְהַזִּ וְהַחָכְמָה, 
וְנָאֶה  יקִים  דִּ לַצַּ נָאֶה  נִים,  וְהַבָּ
רֶת  פְאֶֽ רֶת תִּ אֱמַר: עֲטֶֽ לָעוֹלָם, שֶׁנֶּ
צֵא.  מָּ תִּ צְדָקָה  רֶךְ  דֶֽ בְּ שֵׂיבָה, 
כֹּחָם,  חוּרִים  בַּ רֶת  פְאֶֽ תִּ וְאוֹמֵר: 
וְאוֹמֵר:  שֵׂיבָה.  זְקֵנִים  וַהֲדַר 
רֶת  נֵי בָנִים, וְתִפְאֶֽ רֶת זְקֵנִים בְּ עֲטֶֽ
רָה  וְחָפְ׉ וְאוֹמֵר:  אֲבוֹתָם.  נִים  בָּ
מָלַךְ  י  כִּ ה,  הַחַמָּ וּבוֹשָׁה  בָנָה  הַלְּ׉
הַר צִיּוֹן וּבִירוּשָׁלַֽיִם,  יְיָ צְבָאוֹת בְּ
ן  י שִׁמְעוֹן בֶּ בוֹד. רַבִּ וְנֶֽגֶד זְקֵנָיו כָּ
מִדּוֹת  בַע  שֶֽׁ לּוּ  אֵֽ אוֹמֵר:  מְנַסְיָא 
ם  לָּ כֻּ יקִים,  דִּ לַצַּ חֲכָמִים  נוּ  שֶׁמָּ

בָנָיו.  י וּבְ׉ רַבִּ מוּ בְּ נִתְקַיְּ׉

עַם  ֽ ן קִסְמָא: פַּ י יוֹסֵי בֶּ ט אָמַר רַבִּ
וּפָגַע  רֶךְ,  ֽ דֶּ בַּ ךְ  מְהַלֵּ הָיִיֽתִי  אֶחָת 
שָׁלוֹם,  לִי  וְנָתַן  אֶחָד,  אָדָם  י  בִּ
י,  י לוֹ שָׁלוֹם, אָמַר לִי: רַבִּ וְהֶחֱזַֽרְתִּ
לוֹ:  י  רְתִּ אָמַֽ ה,  תָּ אָֽ מָקוֹם  מֵאֵיזֶה 
וְשֶׁל  חֲכָמִים  שֶׁל  דוֹלָה  גְּ מֵעִיר 
ךָ  י, רְצוֹנְ׉ נִי. אָמַר לִי: רַבִּ רִים אָֽ סוֹפְ׉
ן  נוּ, וַאֲנִי אֶתֵּ קוֹמֵֽ מְ׉ נוּ בִּ ֽ דוּר עִמָּ שֶׁתָּ
רֵי זָהָב וַאֲבָנִים  נְ׉ לֶף אֲלָפִים דִּ לָךְ אֶֽ

Excerpt from the Weiss Siddur, published by Living Lessons © 2020 
www.LivingLessons.com



491
 
|

 

PIRKEI AVOT
Chapter Six 

precious stones and pearls so you can be free 
to learn, and also give a lot of charity.” I told 
him, “Even if you would give me all the silver 
and gold and all the precious stones and 
pearls in the world, I would only live in a place 
of Torah.” And that is what is written in the 
book of Psalms by David, king of Israel: God—
the Torah of Your mouth is more precious 
to me than the thousands of gold and silver 
pieces that I own. Furthermore, when a person 
passes away, no silver, gold, precious stones, 
or pearls join him and go with him to the 
World to Come. Only his Torah learning and 
good deeds go with him to the World to Come, 
as King Solomon says in Proverbs: When you 
walk, the Torah will guide you; when you lie 
down, it will watch over you; when you wake 
up, it will speak for you. “When you walk, it 
will guide you”—in this world. “When you lie 
down, it will watch over you”—in the grave, 
after you pass away. “And when you wake up, 
it will speak for you”—in the World to Come. 
And it says in Haggai: The silver is Mine and 
the gold is Mine,3 says the Lord, God of all 
creations, so a person cannot really own gold 
and silver. Whereas Torah becomes part of a 
person, and therefore remains with him in the 
World to Come. 

י  רְתִּ אָמַֽ לִיּוֹת.  וּמַרְגָּ טוֹבוֹת 
ֽסֶף  כֶּ ל  כָּ לִי  נוֹתֵן  ה  אַתָּ אִם  לוֹ: 
לִיּוֹת  וְזָהָב וַאֲבָנִים טוֹבוֹת וּמַרְגָּ
קוֹם  מְ׉ א בִּ עוֹלָם, אֵינִי דָר אֶלָּ שֶׁבָּ
ים  הִלִּ פֶר תְּ סֵֽ תוּב בְּ תּוֹרָה, וְכֵן כָּ
טוֹב  יִשְׂרָאֵל:  לֶךְ  מֶֽ דָוִד  יְדֵי  עַל 
פֵי זָהָב וָכָֽסֶף.  יךָ, מֵאַלְ׉ ֽ לִי תוֹרַת פִּ
טִירָתוֹ  עַת פְּ שַֽׁ ׉ א שֶׁבְּ וְלאֹ עוֹד, אֶלָּ
לְאָדָם  לוֹ  ין  מְלַוִּ אֵין  אָדָם,  שֶׁל 
אֲבָנִים  וְלאֹ  זָהָב  וְלאֹ  כֶֽסֶף  לאֹ 
תּוֹרָה  א  אֶלָּ לִיּוֹת,  וּמַרְגָּ טוֹבוֹת 
אֱמַר:  בָד, שֶׁנֶּ לְ׉ וּמַעֲשִׂים טוֹבִים בִּ
ךָ  שָׁכְבְּ נְחֶה אֹתָךְ, בְּ ךָ תַּ כְ׉ הִתְהַלֶּ בְּ
הִיא  וַהֲקִיצֽוֹתָ  עָלֶֽיךָ,  שְׁמוֹר  תִּ
נְחֶה אֹתָךְ,  ךָ תַּ כְ׉ הִתְהַלֶּ ךָ. בְּ תְשִׂיחֶֽ
שְׁמוֹר  תִּ ךָ  שָׁכְבְּ בְּ ה.  הַזֶּ עוֹלָם  בָּ
הִיא  וַהֲקִיצֽוֹתָ  בֶר.  ֽ קָּ בַּ עָלֶֽיךָ, 
א. וְאוֹמֵר: לִי  ךָ, לָעוֹלָם הַבָּ תְשִׂיחֶֽ
הָב, נְאֻם יְיָ צְבָאוֹת.  ֽסֶף וְלִי הַזָּ הַכֶּ

1 A righteous person might not 

want the qualities mentioned here, 

because they may distract him from 

Torah study. For this reason they are 

referred to as “beauty”—something 

that has no benefit for the person 

himself, but is valuable to people 

who see him. The righteous 

person must accept these qualities 

because they are beneficial to the 

world at large. The Rebbe

2 R’ Yosei refused the man’s 

offer because he knew that 

his mission was only learning 

Torah, not leading a community. 

The Rebbe

3 Rabbi Yosei is hinting at the 

advantage of learning Torah over 

fulfilling its commandments. Many 

commandments require something 

physical (symbolized here by 

“gold and silver”) with which to 

fulfill them. Since one is ultimately 

dependent on God for physical 

things, one may not always be able 

to fulfill certain commandments. 

The Torah, however, is given 

entirely to a person without any 

need for physicality. Nothing can 

prevent him from studying it. 

The Rebbe
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Chapter Six 

10 The Holy One, blessed be He, took ownership 
of five possessions in His world. They are: 
Torah—one possession;1 heaven and earth—
one possession; Abraham our forefather—
one possession; the Children of Israel—one 
possession; the Holy Temple—one possession. 
From where do we know that God takes ownership 
of the Torah? Because it is written in Proverbs: 
The Lord took ownership of the Torah before the 
creation of the world, before His work, long ago. 
From where do we know that God takes ownership 
of the heaven and earth? Because it is written in 
Isaiah: The Lord says as follows: The heaven is 
My throne and the earth is My footstool, so what 
house can you build for Me? And where is My 
resting place? And as King David says in Psalms: 
Lord, how many are the works of Your hands! You 
made them all with great wisdom. The earth is full 
of Your possessions. From where do we know that 
God took ownership of Abraham our forefather? 
Because it is written in the Torah: And Malkizedek 
blessed him and said: Blessed is Abraham who 
belongs to God, the Highest, Owner of heaven 
and earth. From where do we know that God takes 
ownership of the Children of Israel? Because it is 
written in the Torah: Lord, scare away any enemies 
until Your nation crosses over; until this nation, 
which You took possession of, crosses over the 
Jordan River and safely enters the Land of Israel. 
And it says in Psalms: The holy people who are 
buried in the land—the mighty ones, the Jewish 

דוֹשׁ  ה קִנְיָנִים קָנָה הַקָּ י חֲמִשָּׁ
לּוּ הֵן:  עוֹלָמוֹ, וְאֵֽ רוּךְ הוּא בָּ בָּ
יִם  שָׁמַֽ אֶחָד.  קִנְיָן  תּוֹרָה, 
אַבְרָהָם,  אֶחָד.  קִנְיָן  רֶץ,  וָאָֽ
קִנְיָן  יִשְׂרָאֵל,  אֶחָד.  קִנְיָן 
קִנְיָן  שׁ,  קְדָּ הַמִּ ית  בֵּ אֶחָד. 
תִיב:  כְ׉ דִּ ֽיִן,  מִנַּ תּוֹרָה  אֶחָד. 
דֶם  קֶֽ רְכּוֹ,  דַּ רֵאשִׁית  קָנָֽנִי  יְיָ 
רֶץ  וָאָֽ יִם  שָׁמַֽ מֵאָז.  מִפְעָלָיו 
יְיָ,  אָמַר  כֹּה  תִיב:  כְ׉ דִּ ֽיִן,  מִנַּ
הֲדֹם  רֶץ  וְהָאָֽ סְאִי  כִּ יִם  מַֽ הַשָּׁ
בְנוּ  יִת אֲשֶׁר תִּ רַגְלָי, אֵי זֶה בַֽ
מְנוּחָתִי,  מָקוֹם  וְאֵיזֶה  לִי 
יְיָ,  יךָ  מַעֲשֶֽׂ רַבּוּ  מָה  וְאוֹמֵר: 
אָה  יתָ, מָלְ׉ חָכְמָה עָשִֽׂ ם בְּ לָּ כֻּ
ֽיִן,  מִנַּ אַבְרָהָם  קִנְיָנֶֽךָ.  רֶץ  הָאָֽ
וַיּאֹמַר:  הוּ  כֵֽ בָרְ׉ וַיְ׉ תִיב:  כְ׉ דִּ
רוּךְ אַבְרָם לְאֵל עֶלְיוֹן, קֹנֵה  בָּ
ֽיִן,  מִנַּ יִשְׂרָאֵל  רֶץ.  וָאָֽ יִם  שָׁמַֽ
ךָ יְיָ, עַד  תִיב: עַד יַעֲבֹר עַמְּ׉ כְ׉ דִּ
וְאוֹמֵר:  יתָ,  קָנִֽ זוּ  עַם  יַעֲבֹר 
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Chapter Six 

1 Following each listed item 

we repeat the phrase, “one 

possession.” This is to teach us that 

each possession helps us reveal 

the presence of the One God in 

this world. Tzemach Tzedek

2 The verse can also mean 

that everything was created 

for the sake of “Torah,” 

which is called God’s “glory.” 

The Alter Rebbe 

Nation—all My delight is in them, says God. 
From where do we know that God took ownership 
of the Holy Temple? Because it is written in the 
Torah: You will bring Your people, the Jewish 
Nation, to the place that You, Lord, made as a 
dwelling place for Yourself—the Sanctuary that 
You, Lord, set up with Your hands. And it says in 
Psalms: And God brought the Jewish Nation to 
the place of His holiness, the mountain that His 
right hand acquired.

11 Everything that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
created in His world He created only in order to 
reveal His glory, as it says in Isaiah: Everything 
that is called by My name, I have created, 
formed, and made for My glory.2 And it says 
in the Torah: The Lord will rule as king forever 
and ever, and all of God’s creations are for the 
purpose of revealing His glory. 
י  ,Rabbi Chananya ben Akashya says: the Holy One רַבִּ
blessed be He, wanted to make the Children of Israel have 
many merits. He therefore gave them an abundance of 
Torah and commandments, so that they would have many 
opportunities to connect to God. As it says in Isaiah: The 
Lord wanted, for the sake of increasing the Jewish Nation’s 
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious.

ה,  מָּ רֶץ הֵֽ אָֽ דוֹשִׁים אֲשֶׁר בָּ לִקְ׉
ית  בֵּ בָם.  חֶפְצִי  ל  כָּ ירֵי  וְאַדִּ
מָכוֹן  תִיב:  כְ׉ דִּ ֽיִן,  מִנַּ שׁ  קְדָּ הַמִּ
דָשׁ  מִקְּ׉ יְיָ,  לְתָּ  עַֽ פָּ ךָ  לְשִׁבְתְּ
וְאוֹמֵר:  יךָ,  יָדֶֽ נוּ  כּוֹנְ׉ אֲדֹנָי 
הַר  קָדְשׁוֹ,  בוּל  גְּ אֶל  בִיאֵם  וַיְ׉

תָה יְמִינוֹ.  זֶה קָנְ׉

רוּךְ  דוֹשׁ בָּ רָא הַקָּ בָּ ל מַה שֶּׁ יא כָּ
א  עוֹלָמוֹ, לאֹ בְרָאוֹ אֶלָּ הוּא בָּ
קְרָא  אֱמַר: כֹּל הַנִּ בוֹדוֹ, שֶׁנֶּ לִכְ׉
רָאתִיו  בְּ בוֹדִי,  וְלִכְ׉ מִי  בִשְׁ׉
וְאוֹמֵר:  עֲשִׂיתִיו.  אַף  יו  יְצַרְתִּ

יְיָ יִמְלךְֹ לְעֹלָם וָעֶד.
דוֹשׁ  ן עֲקַשְׁיָא אוֹמֵר: רָצָה הַקָּ י חֲנַנְיָא בֶּ רַבִּ
לְפִיכָךְ  יִשְׂרָאֵל,  אֶת  לְזַכּוֹת  הוּא  רוּךְ  בָּ
אֱמַר: יְיָ חָפֵץ  ה לָהֶם תּוֹרָה וּמִצְוֹת, שֶׁנֶּ הִרְבָּ

יר. יל תּוֹרָה וְיַאְ דִּ עַן צִדְקוֹ, יַגְדִּ לְמַֽ
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