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OF THE REBBE




Day of Hiskashrus

B”H, Rosh Chodesh Shvat, 5711,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To Anash, the students, the temimim, and all those who share closeness
with Chassidus and chassidim in all places. G-d bless you all.

Greetings and blessings,

In anticipation of the great and holy day, the tenth of Shvat, the hillula of
my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, | would like to inspire you with

regard to the study of the maamar which he prepared for publication on
the day of his passing, the maamar entitled Basi LeGani, YudShvat, 5710.

You will certainly study it on the night and day of his hillula.
To quote our Nasi in his letters (Kuntres 3 and Kuntres 36):

This day is uniquely suited to bond oneself with the Tree of Life. Every
member of the chassidic brotherhood can be found worthy to have the
merit of my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, shine upon him and all the
members of his household. For he sacrificed his holy life for us, to lead us
in the paths of the tzaddikim, the foundations of the world, our fathers,
the saintly Rebbeim, and this will enable us to be delivered with regard to
children, health, and abundant sustenance.

Anash and the students, the temimim, rouse yourselves and come to the
courtyards of G-d — the synagogues and the houses of study — to prayer
and to the public [Torah] study sessions. Hold farbrengens with brotherly
love to strengthen Torah study by supporting the students of Torah and
those who are involved in the service of G-d.

Anash, the students, the temimim, and all those who participate in the
paths of the chassidim and Chassidus: All of you, stand prepared, you, your
wives, your sons, and your daughters, to receive G-d’s blessings — the
outpouring of life, plentiful sustenance, and satisfaction from your
descendants — that G-d will pour out to you and to us through the arousal
of abundant mercies from the source of true mercy and kindness, following
a motif similar to that implied by the hymn Machnisei Rachamim, which
my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe, whose hillula is being celebrated, will



arouse. May you be blessed with children, health, and abundant
sustenance.

Menachem Mendel Schneerson

& & R

Customs of Yom Hillula

By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Shvat, 5711
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To Anash, to the students of Tomchei Temimim, and to those who have a
bond or a relationship with my revered father-in-law the saintly Rebbe, of
blessed memory:

G-d bless you all.
Greeting and blessings:

In reply to the many questions that have been asked about a detailed
schedule for the Tenth of Shvat, the yahrzeit of my revered father-in-law,
the Rebbe, | would hereby suggest the following:

1. Onthe Shabbos before the yahrzeit each chassid should attempt to be
called for an aliyah to the Torah.

2. If there are not enough aliyos the Torah should be read a number of
times in different rooms. However, no additions should be made to the
number of aliyos at each reading.

3. The congregation should see to it that the Maftir should be the most
respected congregant, as determined by the majority; alternatively, the
choice should be determined by lot.

4. The congregation should choose someone to lead the prayers on the
day of the yahrzeit. It is proper to divide the honour, choosing one
person to lead Maariv, a second to lead Shacharis, and a third



10.

11.

12.

- Minchah. In this way a greater number of Anash will have the
privilege.

. A yahrzeit candle should be lit that will burn throughout the twenty-

four hours. If possible, the candle should be of beeswax.
Five candles should burn during the prayer services.

After each prayer service (and in the morning, [this means] after the
reading of Tehillim), the sheliach tzibbur should study (or at least
conclude the study of) chapter 24 of Mishnayos Keilim and chapter 7
of Mishnayos Mikvaos. He should then recite the Mishnah beginning
"Rabbi Chananyah ben Akashya...," followed silently by a few lines
of Tanya, and Kaddish deRabbanan.

After Maariv, part of the maamar (Basi LeGani) that was released for
the day of the demise should be recited from memory. If there is no
one to do this from memory, it should be studied from the text. This
should also be done after Shacharis, and the maamar should be
concluded after Minchah.

Before Shacharis, a chapter of Tanya should be studied. This should
also be done after Minchah.

In the morning, before prayer, charity should be given to those
institutions that are related to our Nasi, my revered father-in-law, of
sainted memory. Donations should be made on behalf of oneself and
on behalf of each member of one's family. The same should be done
before Minchah.

After Shacharis and the recitation of the maamar, each individual
should read a pidyon nefesh. (It goes without saying that a gart/ is worn
during the reading.) Those who had the privilege of entering the saintly
Rebbe's study for yechidus, or at least of seeing his face, should - while
reading the pidyon nefesh - picture themselves as standing before him.
The pidyon nefesh should then be placed between the pages of

a maamar or kuntreis, etc., of his teachings, and sent, if possible on the
same day, to be read at his graveside.

In the course of the day one should study chapters of Mishnayos that
begin with the letters of his name.

_6-



13.
14,

15.

16.

In the course of the day one should participate in a farbrengen.

In the course of the day one should set aside a time during which to tell
one's family about the saintly Rebbe, and about the spiritual tasks at
which he toiled throughout all the days of his life.

In the course of the day, people (to whom this task is appropriate)
should visit synagogues and houses of study in their cities and cite a
statement or an adage drawn from the teachings of the saintly Rebbe.
They should explain how he loved every Jew. Furthermore, they should
make known and explain the practice that he instituted of

reciting Tehillim every day, studying the daily portion of Chumash with
the commentary of Rashi, and, where appropriate, studying

the Tanya as he divided it into daily readings throughout the year. If
possible this should all be done in the course of a farbrengen.

In the course of the day, people (who are fit for the task) should visit
centres of observant youth - and, in a neighbourly spirit, should make
every endeavour to also visit centres for the young people who are not
yet observant - in order to explain to them the warm love that the
saintly Rebbe constantly had for them. It should be explained to these
people what he expected of them; they should be told of the hope and
the trust that he placed in them - that they would ultimately fulfil their
task of strengthening the observance of Judaism and disseminating the
study of Torah with all the energy, warmth and vitality that characterize
youth.

If prevailing conditions allow, all the above should of course be continued
during the days following the yahrzeit, and particularly on the
following Shabbos.

May G-d hasten the coming of our Redeemer, and then "those who repose
in the dust will awaken and sing joyful praises." And our Nasi among them
will give us wondrous tidings, and lead us along the path that leads up to
the House of G-d.

[Signed:] Menachem Mendel Schneerson



The definition of a Rebbe

By the Grace of G-d
3 Tammuz, 5710 [June 18, 1950]
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

Many seek and propose to explain the qualities and greatness of Chabad
Rebbes in general, and, in particular, the Rebbe of our generation, my
father-in-law, in various areas: as a man of self-sacrifice,Torah genius, lofty
character, prophetic ability, miracle-worker, etc., etc.

These qualities are further magnified when viewed in the light of Chassidic
teaching, which explains what is true self-sacrifice, true Torah genius, and
soon.

And yet, none of this addresses the primary quality of the Rebbe--a quality
which is not only primary in essence, but which is most important to us, his
chassidim and followers, namely: the fact that he is a nassi, and particularly
a Chabad nassi.

A nassi, broadly defined, is a "head of the multitudes of Israel." He is their
"head" and "mind," their source of life and vitality. Through their
attachment to him, they are bound and united with their source on high.

There are several types of nesi'im: those who supply their constituents
with "internalized" nurture, and those whose nurture is of a more
"encompassing" nature. This is further divisible into the particulars of
whether they impart the teaching of the "revealed" part of Torah, its
mystical secrets, or both; whether they offer guidance in the service of G-
d and the ways of Chassidism; whether they draw down material provision;
and so on.

There are also nesi'im who are channels in several of these areas, or even
in all of them.

Such was the nature of the leadership of the nesi'im of Chabad, from

the Alter Rebbe® to, and including, my father-in-law, who embraced all
these categories and areas: they nurtured their chassidim in both the
"internal" and the "encompassing" qualities of their souls; in Torah, divine
service and good deeds; in spirit and in body. Thus, their bond with those



connected with them was in all 613 limbs and organs of their souls and
bodies.

Each and every one of us must know--that is, dwell upon and implant the
awareness in his or her mind--that the Rebbe is our nassi and head: that he
is the source and channel for all our material and spiritual needs, and that
it is through our bond with him (and he has already instructed us in his
letters how and by what means this is achieved) that we are bound and
united with our source, and the source of our source, up to our ultimate
source on high.

[Signed:] Menachem Schneerson
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BERAKHOT 1 N P75 nmom

Mishnah Berakhot, chapter 1 X P79 mM>372 73w

(1) From which time are we to recite ~ AYWR .M°27y2 YWY DX PR Cmoxn K
the shema in the evening? From the A0 7y ,jnm1n2 '?':3;5'2 0°0323 D31y
time when the priests return home [i.e., .1}_3_2"?_?5 *37 U727 AIWRIT TTMYRT
priests who have become impure and ’?}5’7??:3; 127 .30 7Y L ETmIR ohom
have immersed themselves in a WY AYyn .MWI TMY .'I’?;?’W 7y MR
mikvah, must wait until the stars have

appeared in order to be considered, once again, ritually pure, enabling them to
return home] to partake of the ferumah [i.e., the priestly dues and one may recite
the shema] up until the end of the first watch [the night is divided into three
shifts, referred to by the Mishnah as “watches;” (during each watch different
groups of Angels sing shirah — praise to God, Rashi 3a) thus the conclusion of
the first watch would be the end of the first third of the night]. This is the opinion
of Rabbi Eliezer, but the Sages say, [One may recite the shema] until midnight.
Rabban Gamliel says, Until dawn [since it states “and speak of them ... when you
lie down” (Deuteronomy 6:7) the intent being all night]. It once occurred that his

X7130727 7°72W 1327
TR 19201 RNV OO JARTINA $19K5 DWI1 DATANW AYWR PP NN N
,O722137 NKY NYWN 11N K97 KM D717 NRY 1717, [Wnw 2w Ty mmana 91aK o'
AT 713,127 MYN INITUW IRV DA IRNDLY OXRW 1Y yRwn Kp IR 2K XNYn
T DIR? MR YT WAWT KA1 220 X7p) N7 1IN P19K91 1N20vn 93T PRV
010 1Y :1na $19K91 N3N N8I PRI TN Y19KY1 N0V Wnw DRI DWTpn
TR oW mmwn wOwh pom aonw a9 Sw nwkan whw SINWRIT TMRWNT
KT X177 71 D722137 NRY 0P| .A3WA 7173 KPP K91 ,71273WT yaw NK7Mp 7aT N pn K9
AT 7277 KIIX O721710 ,01 TIvAn Ay YW ynw NKMp 0P D0 Tpnim 127w 1ar IR
A12791 OTP YA YW KW Anamnn A998 TV nant nYsn O nwi nYen pina mpv MK
1Y M2y Sw ynw NRTP At 2NN i par 23w Tm 1Ay T 200 1Ay 19 Xnvp
A% BT oMan Daw XN 1213 Ta%M LW At e 9o a7 e Ty abyw
WP NNY YRIAwn 197N3% 7 T 1 DTN DK PRITY T1D KOK MIYA Y 1R K9
9% wp KAPW TV WD 1w 931 YOS 0K DA NRYND WTT PRTannT Ny Sw
TIRP DML, MYT Y NRT 279 rynw YX0971 120 12 S INWRT NN 12 INAY Twyn
1127 X197 1K ,07213 7139 01 T, RD M NIV Y TIRp Kp1T 10V 120 98T KT D
MM 1227, KTV 13 DIRA DK P2 ™13, MY Y M0aKpT IR Y K970 1o
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BERAKHOT 1

sons returned [late] from a feast and
said to him, “We have not yet recited
the shema.” He told them, “If dawn
has not yet broken it is your duty to
recite it [even according to the view of
the Sages].” And not only in this case,
but in all cases [of obligations] where
the Sages say, “Until midnight,” the
obligation referred to may be carried
out until dawn; [for instance,] the
burning of fat and limbs may be
performed until dawn, and all [the

N P75 nmom

nX 3R X7 2 1K anwn nvan il
IR MY 7Y XD OX 007 MR Iynw
92 XPX 7272 i1 X?1 .0 opx pam
TYOIDER SN Ty DRIN TMARY
EPIIKY DIP0 Wp T TIY A7y
722K 921 YT Y "YW 7Y 1M
MY TRy Ty TY ;s N oy
12 NiST Ty DWIn TRR M7 12 oK
TYRD 3 TTAYT 0 ORI DX PR
N22R T2 PR MY YU DK TP
o127 n2an P3N TYRN v21 1977
SR YW 27 0T 717 7Y (TR0

sacrifices] which must be eaten on the

same day have their deadlines until dawn. If this is so, why then did the Sages
say, “Until midnight?” In order to prevent a person from transgressing [since he
may procrastinate in the fulfillment of his obligation, which may cause him to

miss its deadline].

(2) From which time are we to recite the shema in the morning? When [there is
enough light so that] one can distinguish between [the] blue [strands] and [the]
white [strands of the zitzit]. Rabbi Eliezer says, Between [the colors] blue and
green [and one may recite it] until sunrise. Rabbi Yehoshua says, Until the third

X7130727 772 1329
K91 :n1pP% BNK DM TV 1 DIRT DK PTY TTI MV TV MRpT KM Y X0
Sw .DMART NP Sw .D1!SM VP mab MKT KT OXO03 1a0T KNS 10 1aba
S0 X)) N7 ,T900 D3 DT mYynY myn L0 M7 panw 01w 1A SwoTnn Ny
TN 30 AR a1D POaRAT 931 pan Ty Ao 9o mamn Yy mpm Yy avwa X
KIT MW Ty %YW Ty niax par o9 orY oo 0aw ,0na K1 DWRI NKLM
qLPTA YaK ,DWTp MY WA JUNT TV DMON 1K TR 13 0K o o Kann
AMYIW 727 YW YD KOKR KT 9 vpa K91,593 MY Ty 010 12 11K KD 0MaK 0asn
oYW MK (99KY K120 KOW TRV A DRI AR PIAD M0 A9Hn 93 qwa nvha
"2 2 NNy MV MW S wr Py MK KW YW NKMPA 131 .03 2TNT N Tmy
2 WM NYIN fYaAYw Tmy N INR wIs Lrveyaw 2% i n9an oin pa Ja%s nban
113 Sw % 21p AN vay .ann2% nan 113 qa% axwn nY yavi vopl Xow mmpn
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BERAKHOT 1

hour [of the day], since it is the habit
[of the children] of kings to rise at the
end of the third hour [therefore it is
within the time limit of “and speak of
them ... when you arise” [referring to
the recital of shema (Deuteronomy

6:7) i.e., when all men, even late risers
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such as princes arise from their beds].
He who reads [the shema] later [than
the alloted time period] has not

DTX I3V YU TP TR TN
W DT O "R Y DI

forfeited [the preceding and succeeding blessings (see Mishnah 4)] thereby, but
rather, he is as one who is reading the Torah instead [i.e., he has not performed
his obligation of reciting shema in its proper time, rather he has read from the
Torah the verses in Deuteronomy of shemal.
(3) The School of Shammai maintain, In the evening everyone should lie down
and recite [shema], and in the morning they should stand up, because it states,
“and when you lie down and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:7), but the
School of Hillel say, All should read just in the position in which they happen
to be [whether it be standing, sitting, reclining or walking], as it is said, “and
when you walk on the way.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) If so, why does it say, “and when
you lie down and when you rise up”? [The intent being] at the time when people
[usually] lie down and at the time when people [generally] arise. Rabbi Tarfon
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BERAKHOT 1

said, “I happened to be returning en
route and I lay down to recite [the
shema)] according to the view of the
School of Shammai, when suddenly 1
found myself in danger from thieves.”
They [the Sages] said to him, “You
[would have] deserved to have been
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you would be punished for
unnecessarily jeopardizing yourself, in
the World to Come] because you
transgressed the decision of the School of Hillel.”
@ In the morning, one recites two benedictions before [the shema, i.e., yotzeir
hameorot and haboheir beamo Yisrael beahavah] and one [benediction]
following [the shema, i.e., ga'al Yisrael], while, in the evening, two [benedictions
are recited] prior [to the shema, i.e., hama'ariv aravim and oheiv amo Yisrael]
with two following [the shema, i.e., ga'al Yisrael and shomeir amo Yisrael la'ad],
one long [i.e., opening and closing with a “blessed are You” format, referring to
yotzeir or and ma'ariv aravim] and one short [i.e., only closing with the “blessed
are You” format, e.g., ahavah rabbah and ahavat olam]. Where they [the Sages]
declared [that the benediction] must be long, it is not permissible to be made
short; [where they declared] to be short, it is not permissible to be made long;
[where they said] to conclude [with the “blessed are You” format], it is forbidden
not to conclude with it; and [where they said] not to conclude [with a “blessed
are You” format such as, the blessing recited over fruit and prior to performing
a mitzvah], it is forbidden to conclude it [with this format].
(5) We are obligated to mention the exodus from Egypt [i.e., the section of #zitzit
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in the shema] at night [even though
one is not obligated to wear fzitzit at
night, however, since we mention the
exodus of Egypt in this section, we
therefore include its recitation in the
evening shema]. Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah said, “[Although] I appear as
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was unable to prevail over the Sages,

that the [section containing the] exodus of Egypt should be recited at night, until
Ben Zoma deduced it from the verse, 'That you will remember the day when you
went out of the land of Egypt all the days of your life.' 'The days of your life'
implies the days only, while the phrase 'all the days of your life' includes the
nights as well.” But the Sages say, “The days of your life” implies this life, “all

the days of your life” implies the days of the Messiah.
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SHABBAT 21

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 21

(1) A man may pick up his son [in a
private domain such as his house, even
though] he has a stone in his hand [and
is, in effect, moving the stone which is
muktzah. However, had there been a
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coin in his hand, this would be prohibited lest the child drop the coin and the
father automatically pick it up] or [one may pick up] a basket [containing fruit
that would spoil if dumped on the ground] with a stone in it (see Tosfot Yom
Tov and Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 25:16); and defiled ferumah may [only] be
handled [when they are] together with pure [terumah] or with hullin. [If terumah
fell into other produce the admixture is all treated as terumah and may only be
eaten by a priest, except where one part terumah got mixed into a hundred parts
produce of hullin. It then becomes neutralized and may be eaten after one part
is removed and later given to the priest (see Terumot 4:7, Hok vol. 9 pg. 280).]
Rabbi Yehudah says; One may also remove the [one part] admixture [of ferumah
in hullin] when one [part is neutralized] in one hundred [parts. Rabbi Yehudah
maintains that we view distinctly the extra part to be removed and therefore, it
is not considered as fixing the produce on the Sabbath; the Tanna Kamma argues
and maintains that it is considered fixing and is thus prohibited; the halahah
follows this view].
(2) If a stone [which is muktzah] is on the mouth of a barrel [of wine, which one
wants to drink], he may tilt it on its side [thereby moving the muktzah indirectly]
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he needs the pillow; if he needed the

area underneath the pillow he would be allowed to lift the whole], one shakes the
pillow so that it falls off [this is referring to the case where one accidentally left
the money on the pillow before the Sabbath; however, if he placed it intentionally
on the pillow, the pillow becomes a basis ledavar assur — a base for something
prohibited and thus becomes muktzah in its own right]. If there is waste upon it,
one wipes it off with a rag [but one may not pour water over it since soaking
cloth is considered as if washing it, which is prohibited]; if it was made of leather
[which does not absorb], water is poured over it until it disappears [scrubbing,

however, is not permitted even on a leather pillow].

(3) The School of Shammai [the Gemara reverses the order to the School of
Hillel] says; One may remove bones and [nut] shells from the table [since the
bones are edible for dogs and the shells for cattle, they are therefore not
muktzah]; but the School of Hillel [according to the reversed order this should
read, the School of Shammai] rule; One lifts the whole table board and shakes it
[since the table board is considered a vessel and is not muktzah; however, the
bones or shells themselves, are indeed muktzah. Since they didn't exist in their
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present state before the Sabbath they
are considered nolad — just having
been born and are muktzah]. One may
remove crumbs from the table [even
if] less than the size of an olive and the
pods of peas and lentils, because they
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are [useful as] food for animals [and

not muktzah). [Regarding the usage of] a sponge [to wipe off the table]; if it has
a leather handle [so that by handling it he will not necessarily squeeze water out
of it], one may wipe [the table] with it; if not [and one would definitely squeeze
out the water], one may not wipe [the table] with it. [The Sages maintain that
when dry]; in either case, it [whether or not it has a leather handle] may be
handled on the Sabbath [since it is definitely a vessel and not muktzah] and [even
so] it is not susceptible to defilement [since it is not a vessel of wood, garment,

sack or a metal utensil (see Numbers 31:20-22)].
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SHABBAT 22

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 22

1) If a barrel [of wine or other
produce] broke [on the Sabbath before
he had any of his meals], one may save
from it food [sufficient] for three
meals [only. The Rabbis feared that, in
a panic to save what he could, he
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would carry into a public domain.

Therefore, the Rabbis limited what he can save to three meals, if collected in
several utensils, or with one utensil, as much as fits into it] and he [the owner]
can say to others; Come and save for yourselves [three meals' worth], provided
that he does not sponge it up [and then let it drip into a container. Even though
he may have a sponge with a leather handle which will not squeeze the sponge,
this is still considered a weekday activity and therefore prohibited]. Fruit may not
be squeezed in order to extract their juice [this is prohibited under the labor
category of threshing]; and even if they flowed of their own accord, they are
[still] prohibited [the Rabbis prohibited this in the case of mulberries and
pomegranates as a precaution, lest he come to squeeze out the juice]. Rabbi
Yehudah says; If [they, i.e., all fruit including mulberries and pomegranates were
intended] to be eaten [as fruit], then that which flows from them is permitted
[since he wants to eat them, he will not come to squeeze out the juice, (with the
exception of olives and grapes for even if he wants to eat them, one may yet
come to squeeze them, since their primary purpose is for squeezing)]; but if [the
mulberries and pomegranates were] for liquids [he intended to drink them], then
that which flows from them is prohibited. [The Gemara explains that, in the case
of fruit usually used for eating, the Rabbis also agree that juice which flowed on
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its own, is permitted. The dispute
Rabbis and Rabbi
Yehudah is only regarding mulberries

between the

and pomegranates, since sometimes
their
Honeycombs which are crushed [to

they are wused for juice].
release their honey] before the Sabbath
and it [the honey] then oozed on its
own [on the Sabbath, the honey] is

forbidden [lest one come to crush the

2D PR mw

W NI W peW WAt nin
222 :TAR WYY "IN DMK TRsyR
PRN3 X P 020 27yR PR3 X3y
NP 2R PRI X XPY 991 nawa
YR TR YN N2 PE0R K T
O @ep DMt OaT) WM
JRINED MR XKW W INOTIY L PIBONT
aen YoX? meamn nx oIX 2w A
293 niwy? mam XPY 72921 ,niaing
"37 127 a0 Y nDun Daph PR

honeycomb on the Sabbath]; but Rabbi
Eliezar (see Tosfot Rabbi Akiva Eiger) permits it [the halachah follows Rabbi
Eliezar and we do not fear lest someone crush it on the Sabbath].
(2) Whatever [food] was cooked in hot water before the Sabbath may be soaked
[again] in hot water on the Sabbath [even in a kli rishon — a vessel once
removed from the fire and still capable of cooking even if not directly on the fire.
The reason being that we say ain bishul ahar bishul — there is no cooking after
cooking]; but, whatever was not cooked in hot water before the Sabbath may
[only] be rinsed with hot water on the Sabbath, with the exception of year-old
salted [pickled] fish, small, salted fish and the kulias of Spain [a type of fish with
a very thin skin], because their rinsing [in hot water cooks them and] completes
their preparation.

(3) One may break open a cask in order to eat dried figs from it [since this is
destructive], provided that he does not intend making it into a utensil [i.e.,
making a proper opening in the cask which is not a destructive act]; [A cask was
usually covered with a clay stopper and sealed all around with wax or tar.] One
may not make a hole in the stopper [rather, he must remove the entire stopper];
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these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah,;
but the Sages permit it [since one does
not want dirt to fall in, it is unusual to
make a mouth in a stopper on its top
and therefore, this is not considered
making a vessel]. However, one must
not pierce it [the stopper] on its side,
while if it is perforated, one may not
place wax upon it, because he smooths
it [over the hole to seal it and this is
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prohibited as a subcategory of

memaheik — smoothing skins by removing fur]; Rabbi Yehudah says; [Such] an
incident came before Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai in Arav and he said; I fear on
his account [that he may be liable] to a sin-offering [for smoothing wax over the

opening].

4) A cooked dish may be placed in a pit for it to be guarded [against spoiling in
the heat, and we do not fear lest he smooths out the bottom of the pit so the pot
can stand straight], and good [drinkable] water into [a pool of] stale water for it
to be cooled, and cold water [may be placed] in the sun for it to be heated [and
we do not fear that one may come to place a bottle of water in hot ashes]. If one's
garments fell into water [while] on the road, he may walk in them without fear
[lest people suspect him of washing his clothes]. When he reaches the outermost
courtyard [of the city where he need not fear that his clothes will be stolen] he
may spread them out in the sun [to dry], but not in view of the people [lest they
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in the [hot] water of Tiberias and dries
himself even with ten towels, he may not carry them [home] in his hand [even
where he is permitted to carry, since he may come to wring them out. The
Mishnah uses the example of the waters of Tiberias since bathing in the waters
of a bathhouse was prohibited by the Rabbis because the attendants would heat
them on the Sabbath]. However, ten men may dry their faces, hands, and feet on
one towel and carry it in their hands [each will remind the other that it is
forbidden to wring out the towel].
(6) One may oil and [lightly] massage [the body]. But one may not knead
[strongly] or scrape [the skin with a scraper, since these are weekday activities].
One must not go down to Pulima [according to the version of the Bartenura, an
area in a valley filled with water, underneath which there is quicksand, and if one
were to sink in it, he would not be able to extricate himself without the assistance

of many people], nor may one induce vomiting [by ingesting an emetic, being
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similar to taking medicine], nor may  .72W3 X PIOR K1 ,JORT DX 7PIZYn

one straighten an infant['s limbs, i.e., ,J31%2 0P X% 237 72 "p@IY

the vertebrae in the spine may not be  :N2IN3 XBINI OXT 13772 N7 71 228

reset, if they become dislocated] nor

may one reset a broken bone [the halachah is that one may reset a bone on the

Sabbath]. If one dislocated his hand or foot, he may not massage it violently in
cold water but may bathe it in the usual way, and if it heals, it heals.
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SHABBAT 24

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 24

(1) If darkness falls upon a person on a
road [i.e., the Sabbath commences], he
entrusts his purse to a non-Jew [while
it is still day. This is permitted, for
otherwise the person may not abandon

72 P mw
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his money, and consequently, the Jew

would carry his purse four amot in the public domain, which is a violation of
Torah law]; but if there is no non-Jew with him, he places it on the donkey [and
after night has fallen, when the donkey is about to stop, he removes the purse
before the animal stops, in order to avoid transgressing the prohibition mehamer
(leading ones animal on the Sabbath,) by removing the purse, before the setting
down (hanahah) of the animal. If, however, there is a non-Jew present, it is
preferable to give the purse to him, for a Jew is commanded regarding the resting
of his animal on the Sabbath, but is not commanded regarding the resting of a
non-Jew, who has no obligations of the Sabbath]. When he reaches the outermost
courtyard [of the first town that he reaches], he removes the objects which may
be handled on the Sabbath, while as for those which may not be handled on the
Sabbath, he unties the cords [fastening the objects to the saddle] and the sacks

fall off by themselves.

(2) Bundles [peki'in] of stalks may be untied for cattle [but not spread out; only
labor necessary to prepare fodder for animals is permitted on the Sabbath. Once
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SHABBAT 24

they are untied, they are already
edible, and any extra work is therefore
prohibited], and kippin [moist cedar
[for
otherwise they would not be edible],
but not zirin [bundles of stalks knotted
in three places — at the top, middle

shoots], may be spread out

and bottom, while peki'in are tied only
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at the top and bottom; like peki'in,

once zirin are untied, they are edible without spreading them out]. Neither shahat
[grain not fully grown, used as fodder] nor carobs may be chopped up [since this
is unnecessary labor] for cattle, whether small [sheep, goats, calves, etc.] or large
[cows and oxen]. Rabbi Yehudah permits in the case of carobs for small cattle
[because its teeth are small and could not otherwise eat; the law does not follow

Rabbi Yehudah].

(3) One must not stuff a camel [with food, against its will] nor cram [it], but one
may put food into its mouth; and one must not fatten calves [by stuffing them
with food against their will, deep enough down in their throats so that they cannot
eject it], but one may put food into their mouth [where the animal can eject it].
And fowls may be made to take up food [in their mouth, where they can eject
it]. Water may be poured into bran, but we may not mix it [into a mass]. And
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SHABBAT 24

water may not be placed for bees [a
person is not obligated to give them
food and water, for they find their own
food and water] or for doves in a
dovecote, but it may be placed before
geese, fowls, and Hardisian doves [a
species of domesticated doves].
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4 Gourds [detached before the
Sabbath,] may be cut up for cattle and

Ny PTTI NET MY TRRie Jn2wn

a carcass [of an animal that died on Sabbath], for dogs [even though gourds, and
the animal before it died, are normally designated for humans, and thus not
prepared specifically as animal food]. Rabbi Yehudah says, If an animal was not
neveilah by the eve of Sabbath, it is forbidden, because it is not mukhan [i.e., it
was not prepared as food for the dogs before the Sabbath; the law does not follow
Rabbi Yehudah].
(5) Vows can be annulled by a husband [for his wife, and by a father for his
daughter] on the Sabbath, and absolution may be granted [literally, may be
sought; from a Sage or court of three laymen] for vows, when these are necessary
for the Sabbath. [A vow may be annulled by a husband or father only on the day
he hears the vow; therefore, any vow they hear on the Sabbath may be annulled,
whether or not it is connected with the Sabbath; other vows, which could be
heard and annulled on another day, may be annulled on the Sabbath only if they
pertain to the needs of the day.] A window may be closed up [e.g., with a board],
and a rag may be measured [whether it has the minimum size to become unclean,
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e.g., if it came into contact with a 2@ Pax "2 apym .mpRI MY NPURI
sheretz, and then touched food], and 2 ,n°J02 72 PP RIX WA PR U2
mikvah may be measured [to see X WP ,°BL2 KBTI DX PREY
whether it has the valid minimum size, 1BV MNIB MX°32 W OX YT°2 233 1TPRI
ie, one cubit square by three in  PTTIM PRRIBY ,ﬂJ':l?_J'T? 12T .1N'2 ox
height or its cubic equivalent; the N2V TWIR

latter two measurements are for a

religious purpose, and therefore, are permitted on the Sabbath]; and it once
happened in the days of Rabbi Zadok's father and the days of Abba Shaul ben
Botnit that they closed up the window with a pitcher and tied a pot with
reed-grass [which is fit as fodder, and therefore could be handled on the
Sabbath,] to measure whether there was an opening of a handbreadth in the barrel
wedged in the alleyway [the circumstances of this case are discussed in the
Gemara (Shabbat 157a-b)]. And from their words we learn that we may close up
[a window], measure and tie on the Sabbath [provided: a) the knot is not a
permanent one; b) the measurement is for a religious purpose; or c) this is needed

to teach a point of law].
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SHABBAT 18

Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 18

(1) One may clear away even four or
five [or many more] baskets of straw
or of produce to make room for guests
or on account of neglect of [study of

n° P99 maw
™ P naw 1awn

130 7Y nisp WRM Y3 05K Pion N
2 2103 "39m1 O ATING 2350 TXI2R PN
R PIEn 3INT IR X7 P2k wTed
ALY TWXY Tym poRpT A7

students who don't have where to sit 793w WIpM "W Wym N
D397 PoNm RIY "39n W31 0

Xow TiONT Toyn X bawn oy &b bax

in] the bet midrash, but [one may] not

[clear out] the storehouse. [Even
though the Rabbis permitted excessive
toil where a mitzvah is concerned; here, however, it was prohibited because of
the fear that while clearing the storehouse he may notice a hole in the ground
and in a moment of forgetfulness, might come to smooth it out.] One may clear
away pure ferumah [even an Israelite, who may not eat it, may handle it since it
is fit to be eaten by a priest], demai [may be handled since it may be eaten by
the poor], ma'aser rishon whose terumah has been separated [where the Levite
took his tithes and gave from them ferumat ma'aser before the Israelite had an
obligation for terumah gedolah, i.e., before the threshing and smoothing of the
grain], redeemed ma'aser sheni and sanctified property that has been redeemed
and dry lupines, [even though they are very bitter] because it is food for the poor.
But [one may] not [clear away] tevel [untithed produce, even if there was no

Biblical obligation to tithe it], ma'aser rishon whose terumah has not been
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SHABBAT 18

separated [where the Levite took his
tithes
ma'aser after the Israelite had an

and gave from it (fterumat
obligation for ferumah gedolah, i.e.,
after the threshing and smoothing of
the grain], ma'aser sheni and
sanctified property which were not
redeemed [properly], [nor may one
handle] /uf [an inedible type of bean]
or [green] mustard. Rabbi Shimon ben

Gamliel permits [it] in the case of /uf,
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because it is food for [the very wealthy
to feed their pet] ravens.

(2) Bundles of straw, twigs, or young shoots; if they were prepared as animal
fodder, they may be moved; if not, they may not be moved. A basket may be
overturned in front of chicks so that they may climb up or down. If a hen runs
away [from the house], she may be pushed [with the hands] until she reenters
[but she may not be assisted by holding her wings lest she jump and in which
case one would find himself carrying her; however, it is permitted with other fowl
that don't jump]. Calves and foals may be made to walk in a public domain [by
holding them on the sides of the neck and nudging their feet], and a woman may
make her son walk [by holding up his hands from the rear while he moves his
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SHABBAT 18

legs]. Rabbi Yehudah said; When is

that [permitted]? When he lifts one

[foot] and puts down the other; but, if

he drags them, it is forbidden [as
carrying].

(3) One may not deliver an animal [by
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pulling out the fetus] on a Festival, but :nawa Py

one may assist it [by holding the fetus

as it comes out so that it doesn't fall to the ground]. We may deliver a woman
on the Sabbath, summon a midwife for her from place to place [even beyond the
Sabbath boundary], we may desecrate the Sabbath on her behalf [from the point
where she enters labor until three days after the delivery without her requesting
it; from the third day until the seventh, only upon her request], and [one may] tie
up the umbilical cord. Rabbi Yose says; One may even cut [it and then clean and
powder it; the halachah follows Rabbi Yose]. And all the requirements of
circumcision [which will be cited in the next chapter] may be performed on the

Sabbath.
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PESAHIM 10

Mishnah Pesahim, chapter 10

1) On Pesah eve close to minhah
[time], a man may not eat until night
falls. And even the poorest person in
Israel may not eat unless he reclines
[as a sign of freedom]. And they [the
charity officials] may not provide him
with less than four cups of wine; even
[if he is so poor that he normally
receives| from the charity plate [but
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did not receive wine, he must purchase
it himself — Tiferet Yisrael].
(2) They poured [lit., mixed] for him [the head of the household] the first cup —
the School of Shammai say: He recites the blessing for the day, and afterwards
he recites the blessing for the wine; while the School of Hillel say: He recites the
blessing for the wine, and afterwards he recites the blessing for the day.

(3) They then set [vegetables] before him, he dips the lettuce until he comes to
parperet ha-pat [the eating of the matzah, i.e., one may not eat anything between
the vegetables and the matzah]. They set before him matzah, lettuce, haroset, and
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two dishes, even though the haroset is
not an obligation. Rabbi Eliezer the
son of Zadok says: It is an obligation.
And in the Temple they would set
before him the body of the Pesah
sacrifice.
4) They poured for him [the] second
cup, and here the son asks his father.
And if the
knowledge [to ask], his father teaches
him: “How is this night different from

son does not have

all [other] nights? For on all nights we
eat hametz and matzah, this night is all
matzah. For on all nights we eat all
types of vegetables, this night maror
[bitter herbs]. On all the nights we eat
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roasted, shaluk [stewed], and cooked

meat, this night it is all roasted. For on all nights we dip once, this night twice.”
According to the understanding of the son, his father teaches him. He begins with
disgrace and concludes with praise, and he expounds from “An Aramean sought
to destroy my father,” (Deuteronomy 26:5) until he concludes the entire section.
(5) Rabban Gamliel would say, Whoever has not said [i.e., explained] these three

things on Pesah has not fulfilled his obligation, and these are: Pesah, matzah, and
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maror. Pesah, [the sacrifice] because
the Omnipresent passed over [pasah)
the houses of our fathers in Egypt.
Matzah — because our fathers were
redeemed from Egypt. Maror —
because the Egyptians embittered the
lives of our fathers in Egypt. In each
generation a man is obligated to regard
himself as if he came forth out of
Egypt, as it is written “And you shall
tell your son on that day, saying, ‘It is
because of that which the Lord did for
me when I came forth out of Egypt’” ”
(Exodus 13:8).
obligated to thank, to praise, to laud,

Therefore we are

to glorify, to exalt, to adorn, to bless,
to elevate, and to honor Him Who did
all these miracles for our fathers and
He brought us forth from
slavery to freedom, from grief to joy,

for us;
from mourning to Festival, from
darkness to a great light, and from
servitude to redemption. And we shall
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say before Him, Halleluy-ah.
(6) Until where does he recite? The School of Shammai say, Until “As a joyful
while the School of Hillel say, Until “The flint into a
And he concludes with [a blessing of] redemption. Rabbi

mother of children;”
fountain of waters.”
Tarfon says, “Who has redeemed us and has redeemed our fathers from Egypt,”
and he would not conclude [with a “Blessed ...” formulation]. Rabbi Akiva says,
[It is necessary to add] “So may the Lord our God and the God of our fathers

cause us to reach other holidays and Festivals which come to us in peace, joyous
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in the building of Your city and happy
in Your service, and may we eat there
from the [hagigah] sacrifices and from
the Pesah sacrifices ...” until “Blessed
are You, O Lord, Who redeemed
Israel.”
(7) After they poured for him the third
cup, he blesses over his food [Grace
after the meal]. The fourth [cup of
wine], he completes over it the Hallel,
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and he recites over it the blessing of

the song [according to Rabbi Yehudah this means, 12977 while according to
Rabbi Yohanan this means, NMW1; however, it is customary to recite both].
Between these cups, if he wants to drink, he may drink, but between the third

and the fourth he may not drink.
(8) Dessert may not be eaten after the Pesah sacrifice. If [they started eating the
Pesah sacrifice, and] some of them slept, they may [continue to] eat; [however, ]
if all of them [slept] — they may not [continue to] eat. Rabbi Yose says, If they
napped — they may [continue to] eat, but if they [even only some of them] fell
asleep — they [i.e., those that slept] may not [continue to] eat.
9) The [flesh of the] Pesah sacrifice after midnight makes the hands unclean
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[because it is then notar — “left over”
after the permitted time for eating it].
The pigul [a sacrifice made unfit by
improper intent] and the notar [meat
of the sacrifice remaining after its

(ral>R=kyiel]
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proper time] make the hands unclean.

If a person recited the blessing of the Pesah sacrifice — he is exempt from [the

blessing] of the [Hagigah] sacrifice. If a person recited the blessing of the

[Hagigah] sacrifice — he has not exempted [the blessing] of the Pesah sacrifice;

the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael. Rabbi Akiva says, This [blessing] does not
exempt that one, nor does that one exempt this one.
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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 6

(1) Once the trial has ended, he [the
convicted] is taken out to be stoned.
The place of stoning was outside the
“Take the

camp].”

court area, as it is written:
outside [the

24:14) One

stationed at the door the courthouse

blasphemer
(Leviticus man was
with a signalling flag in his hand,
while another was stationed upon a
horse at a distance from him, but
within his sight. [Thus] if one says: I
have a further argument in his favor,
he [the one holding the flag] waves the
flag, while the man on the horse runs
to stop them [from executing the
stoning]. And even if he [the convicted
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man] himself says: I have a further

argument in my own favor, he is returned [to court], as many as four or five
times, provided, however, that there is substance to his words. If they find an
argument to acquit him, they discharge him; but if not, he is taken out to be
stoned, and a proclamation precedes him [saying]: “So and so, the son of so and
so, is being taken out to be stoned because he committed such and such an
offense, and so and so are his witnesses. Whoever knows anything in his favor,

let him come forward and state it.

(2) When he was about ten cubits away from the place of stoning, they would
say to him; Confess, for such is the way of all who are executed, that they [first]
confess, for one who confesses has a share in the World to Come. Because so
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we find in the case of Ahan, that
Yehoshua said to him; “My son, please
give glory to the Lord, the God of
Israel, and confess to Him.” (Joshua
7:19) “And Ahan answered Yechoshua
and said; Indeed, I have sinned against
the Lord, the God of Israel, and thus
And from
where do we know that his confession

and thus I have done.”

atoned for him? From the words: “And
Yehoshua said; Why have you brought
trouble upon us? The Lord shall
trouble you on this day” (ibid verse
25) [meaning], this day you are
troubled, but you shall not be troubled
in the World to Come. And if he
doesn't know how to confess, they say
to him: Say, may my death atone for
all my sins. Rabbi Yehudah says: If he
knows that he is a victim of false
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evidence, he may say: May my death atone for all my sins but this one. They [the
Sages] said to him: If so, everyone will say so [even if they were not the victim
of false evidence] in order to clear himself.
(3) When he was four cubits away from the place of stoning, they removed his
garments. A man is covered in front while a woman, both in front and in back;
these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah. But the Sages say: A man is stoned
unclothed, while a woman may not be stoned unclothed [since the dignity of
being clothed is preferable to a woman even though this would somewhat soften
the blows and prolong her death].
@) The place of stoning was twice the height of a man. One of the witnesses
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shoves him by the hips, [so that] he
falls on his chest. He was then turned
over onto his hips. If he dies from this
[i.e., the fall], the obligation is
fulfilled; but if not, the second witness
takes the stone and throws it onto his
chest. If he died from this, the
obligation is fulfilled; but if not, he
was stoned by all of Israel, for it says:
“The hand of the witnesses will be first
upon him to put him to death, and
afterwards the hand of all the people.”
(Deuteronomy 17:7) All those who are
stoned are [afterwards] hung; these are
the words of Rabbi Eliezer. The Sages
say: Only the blasphemer and the
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facing the people, but a woman facing .Y °HaWIY
the pole; these are the words of Rabbi

Eliezer. But the Sages say; A man is hung, but a woman is not hung. Rabbi
Eliezer said to them; But did Shimon ben Shetah not hang women in Ashkelon?
They said to him; He hung eighty women [on that occasion], yet one may not try
two on one day [thus obviously, there were special circumstances which
warranted those actions and one cannot deduce anything from that occasion].
How do they hang him? A post is sunk into the ground with a beam protruding
from it [at the top]. He places his hands together, one over the other and hangs
him. Rabbi Yose says: The post is leaned against the wall, and he hangs him in
the manner that butchers do. He is immediately untied [and let down]. If he is
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left [hanging] overnight, a prohibition
is thereby transgressed, for it is
written; “But you must not leave his
body on the tree overnight. Rather,
you should surely bury him on that
[same] day, for a hanging [human
corpse] is a blasphemy of God.”
(Deuteronomy 21:23) That is to say
[when people ask] why was he
hanged? [It must be] because he
cursed the Name [of God]; and thus,
the Name of Heaven is profaned.
(5) Rabbi Meir says: During the time
when one suffers, what expression
does the Shekhinah use? As if to say
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[in human terms] my head is heavy on

Me, my arm is heavy on Me. And if God is so grieved over the blood of the
wicked that is shed, how much more so over the blood of the righteous!
[Referring back to the prohibition of leaving one hanging overnight] not only of
this one [a criminal,] did they [the Sages] say it, but anyone who leaves his
deceased [unburied] overnight transgresses this prohibition. However, if he left
him overnight for the sake of his honor, [such as] to bring him a coffin or
shrouds, he does not thereby transgress. They did not bury him [the executed
person] in his ancestral burial plot [since one may not bury the wicked in the
company of the righteous], rather, two cemeteries were prepared by the court,
one for those who were decapitated or strangled [whose crime is less severe] and
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the other, for those who were stoned or
burned [whose crime is more severe,
as it would not be proper to bury one
whose crime is less severe in the
company of one whose crime is more
severe].
(6) When the flesh decomposed [and
thus, his death and disgrace brings him
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complete atonement], the bones were gathered and buried in their proper

[ancestral burial] place. [After his execution (Tiferet Yisrael)] the relatives come

and greet the judges and witnesses, as if to say, we have no ill feelings towards

you in our hearts, for you issued a true judgment. And there are no mourning

laws [over one who is executed as this is part of the disgrace which atones for

him], but one does grieve over him, for grief is in the heart.
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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 1

(1) Monetary cases [i.e., admissions of
liability and testimony regarding loans
are heard] by three [plain] judges [or
one ordained judge (there are judges
who are semuchin — i.e., ordained by
a judge, who himself, was ordained by
a judge, this procedure going back
each generation, all the way to Moshe
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Rabbeinu. Then there are those who

were not ordained and are referred to as plain judges. For monetary cases, which
concern acts of kindness such as loans, the Rabbis instituted that they don't
require ordained judges, so that if disagreements were to arise they should be
handled expeditiously], cases of theft and personal injury [are judged], by three
[ordained judges], claims for full or half-damages (see Mishnah Bava Kamma
1:1), the repayment of the [kefel] double (see Exodus, 22:3) or four or five-fold
restitution (see Exodus, 21:37) [of stolen goods, must be judged] by three
[ordained judges], as must cases [of punitive damages] of DI rape, 7NN
seduction, and ¥7 QW XX libel, so says Rabbi Meir; but the Sages say: A case
of libel requires a Court of twenty-three, since it may involve a capital charge
[infidelity, in certain cases, carries the death penalty and capital charges require

23 ordained judges].

(2) [Cases involving the punishment of] lashes [are judged] by three [ordained
judges]; in the name of Rabbi Yishmael it was said, By twenty-three [judges].
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The intercalculation of the month is
effected by a Court of three [ordained
judges], the intercalculation of the year
by three; these are the words of Rabbi
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Meir. But Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel
says: The matter is initiated by three
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three, state that it should be further

discussed, two more judges are added and it is then] discussed by five, [if a
majority i.e., three out of the five judges, rule that it should be a leap year,
another two judges are added and it is finally] determined by seven. If, however,
it was determined by three [i.e., at the first sitting, the judges went ahead and

declared it a leap year], the declaration is valid.

(3) The laying of the elders' hands [upon the head of the communal sacrifice (see
Leviticus 4:15) and the ordination of judges] and the breaking of the heifer's neck
(see Deuteronomy 21:2) require the presence of three [judges; in the case of
ordination at least one must be ordained]; these are the words of Rabbi Shimon.
Rabbi Yehudah says: Five. The performance of halitzah [the refusal of levirate
marriage (Deuteronomy 25:9)] and of mi'un [the refusal and annulment of the
marriage of an orphan who was married, as a minor, before she has grown into
adulthood, by her brother or mother, (see Yevamot, chapter 13, Mishnah 2)] is
performed in front of three [plain judges (Yevamot, chapter 12, Mishnah 1, see
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Gemara, Yevamot 107b regarding
The

fourth-year fruit and the second tithes

validity in front of two].
[which must be eaten in Jerusalem, or
its value in money brought to

Jerusalem where he must purchase
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unknown value are assessed by three.

[Redeeming] consecrated [items, requires an assessment] by three, [if one vowed,
the stated worth of another, (as quoted in Leviticus 27) and doesn't have the
money to pay, but has movable property of value, the] evaluations of [said]
movable property [is estimated] by three. Rabbi Yehudah says One of them
should be a priest [since the verse states “the priest should value it” (Leviticus,
27:12)]. And [if he pays from] real estate [the estimate should be] by ten [judges]
including one priest and [where one vows the actual monetary worth] of a person

is likewise, by the same number [i.e., ten].

(@) Capital cases are adjudicated by twenty-three. An animal who was involved
in bestiality, either by a woman or a man is charged by [a Court of] twenty-three,
as it is written “You shall kill the woman and the beast” (Leviticus 20:16) and
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also (ibid. verse 15) “and you shall kill
the beast.” [Just as the woman may be
executed only through a Court of
twenty-three, so too, the animal's
execution, must be through a Court of
twenty-three.] The ox [which killed a
person and is] to be stoned is tried by
twenty-three as it is written “the ox
must be stoned and its owner shall be

put to death [by Heaven].” (Exodus

N 299 1"97130

0 AXIIR T2 XY @) IR T2
(X2 ) MINIY ,TOWT 02 ,5p0an
O°7yan nPRD v Y3 03 %R0’ T
MM 37T WP AW T Aol 9
YOG TIYD IR YT 07713
M1 177 OTRT 02 IR R T3
YUY Oy I IR XIPY "3
X231 DX X?) vIWT X XD 73T PR 7
™3 7D 5y XPX L9173 700 NX XD pwn
TISITZM? PROYI TR TR DY 09 1T

21:29) Just as the death of the owner

[i.e., a human, requires a Court of twenty-three] so too, the death of the ox can
be decided only by twenty-three. The death sentence on the [domesticated] wolf,
lion, bear, leopard, bardelis [hyena or leopardess], or the snake [which killed a
human], is to be judged by [a Court of] twenty-three. Rabbi Eliezer says [Where
any of the aforementioned killed a human], whoever is first to kill them [without
trial] acquires merit [and is not subject to pay damages to their owners]. Rabbi
Akiva says, [Except for the snake, where he agrees with Rabbi Eliezer] their

death is to be decided by twenty-three.

(5) [The majority of] a tribe [that worshipped idols], a false prophet and a High
Priest [who commited a capital offense] can only be tried by a Court of
seventy-one. Non-obligatory war [i.e., all wars, besides the conquest of the seven
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nations and against Amalek], can be
waged only by the authority of a Court
of seventy-one. No addition to the city
of Jerusalem or the Temple Courtyard
can be sanctified without the Court of
seventy-one. Small Sanhedrins [i.e.,
Courts of twenty-three] for each tribe
can be instituted only by a Court of
seventy-one. No city [in which the
majority worshipped idols] can be
declared a condemned city [to be
completely razed] without a decree of
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a Court of seventy-one. A border city .D°Ya¥ , MR 771 "27 7K DAY
cannot become a condemned city [i.e.,

is not razed], nor can three cities [under the authority of one Court] at one time

[become condemned cities]; rather, only one or two.

(6) The great Sanhedrin consisted of seventy-one members the small Sanhedrin
of twenty-three. From where do we learn that the great Sanhedrin is comprised
of seventy-one? It is stated “gather unto me seventy men from the elders of
Israel” (Numbers 11:16) with Moshe at their head [as it states further (verse 17),
“and they will bear the burden of the people with you”]; we have a total of

seventy-one. Rabbi Yehudah said It consisted only of seventy [ “with you,” means
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like you i.e., honest etc.]. From where
do we know that the small Sanhedrin
is comprised of twenty-three [judges]?
[since] it is written [regarding
accidental murder] (Numbers
35:24,25) “and the edah [congregation
or quorum] shall judge ... and the edah
shall save.” One edah judges [i.e.,
condemns as guilty] and the other may
save [i.e. acquit as innocent], hence we

have [two edah's or quorums which
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equal] twenty. But how do we know

that a congregation [edah] consists of no less than ten? [Regarding the spies] it
is written “how long shall I bear with this evil edah?” (Numbers 14:27)
Excluding Yehoshua and Kalev [who did not join with the others in the evil
report of the land] we have ten [and the verse refers to them, as an edah]. And
from where do we derive the additional three [judges]? By the implications of
the text [since it is written] “Do not follow a majority to do evil.” I may however,
infer that [ may follow them for good; if so why does Scripture [find it necessary]
to state “It must be decided by the majority?” To teach us, that the majority to
decide for the good [i.e., for a decision of not guilty] is not like the one to decide
for evil [i.e. a decision of guilty]. How so? For good, a majority of one is
sufficient, whereas for evil [i.e., a decision of guilty] a majority of two is required
[and since it states “and the edah shall save” meaning ten voted not guilty, yet
we decide his guilt based on a majority of two; hence there are at least
twenty-two judges making up the Court]. And as [a rule to avoid deadlock] a
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number [of judges, therefore,] another — 7T2IX7 XIM Y2 X777 12 .;'IT;}'?T{H oy
one is added, making a total of WX MM "27 .Y XN ,]’jj[l;t_)'?
twenty-three. What must be the Y M 73 ,D’T;}'?T{H [ajgha)
population to make it eligible for a

[small] Sanhedrin [of twenty three]? One hundred and twenty. Rabbi Nehemiah
says two hundred and thirty, so that each member should be a ruler over [at least]

ten (see Exodus, 18:21).
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SUKKAH 4

Mishnah Sukkot, chapter 4

(1) The mitzvah of lulav [i.e., the
taking of the four species] and [the
mitzvah of surrounding the altar with
the] aravah are [performed sometimes]
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for six or [sometimes for] seven days YW "] T7:;) W Ty 2?’!‘? nawa
[since at times it overrides shabbat and

at times it does not]. The reciting of [full] Hallel and the mitzvah of rejoicing
[by eating the meat of the peace-offering, is deduced from the verse: “And you
will sacrifice peace-offerings, and you will eat it there, and you will rejoice
before the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 27:7), are] for eight days. Sukkah and
the water libations [poured onto the altar with the daily morning famid offering
was performed] for seven days. The flute [which] was played [during the drawing
of the water festivities were] five or [sometimes] six days [since they did not

override shabbat or Festival].

2) [We learned above (3:12) that originally the lulav was taken in the Temple
for seven days and in the provinces, including Jerusalem, only on the first day.]
How was the lulav taken for seven [days]? If the first day of the Festival falls on
shabbat [then it overrode shabbat and] the lulav was taken for seven days, [since
the first day was of Biblical origin even outside the Temple precincts, based on
the verse: “You must take for yourselves on the first day” (Leviticus 23:40) thus
the first day overrode shabbat]. But if it falls on any other day it was performed
[even in the Temple precincts] for six days. [Though in the Temple taking all
seven days is Biblical in origin based on the verse: “And you must rejoice before
the Lord for a seven day period” (see above 3:12), however, the Rabbis decreed
that since by definition in the provinces it only overrode shabbat on the first day
because that was the only day one was obligated to take the lulav, so too, in the
Temple it only overrode shabbat on the first day. The reason the Rabbis forbade
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the lulav on shabbat in the Temple
during the intermediate days was lest
someone carry it to an expert on
shabbat].
3) How is the aravah [ceremony
performed] for seven days? If
[Hoshanah Rabbah,] the seventh day
of the Festival falls on shabbat the
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[Rabbis that  the]
[ceremony overrides shabbat and thus] is [performed] for seven days. [They ruled

ruled aravah

so, to make people aware that the ceremony is a Biblical commandment,
transmitted orally, to Moshe Rabbeinu at Sinai.] But if it falls on any other day
it was for six days. [If the Rabbis would allow it to override shabbat on the first
day people would attribute this to the lulav ceremony which also overrode
shabbat on the first day, if they allowed it to override shabbat during the
intermediate days, people would mistakenly believe that the aravah was a more

important mitzvah than the lulav.]

4) How is the mitzvah of lulav [performed]? If the first day of the Festival falls
on shabbat, they bring their lulavim to the Temple Mount [before shabbat] and
the attendants receive it from them and place them on the benches [in the
courtyard which were covered to protect those resting there from rain and sun].
However the elderly [who were concerned lest they be pushed about in the rush
to get their lulavim] placed theirs in the chamber. And they [the people] are
taught by the [bet din] to say: My lulav is a gift to whomever it comes to [so
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that the lulav would not be considered
stolen or borrowed]. The next day they
rose early and came [to the Temple
Mount]. The attendants then threw
them [the lulavim] before them and
they would grab them striking each
other. When bet din saw that this was
that
everyone should take it [his own lulav]

dangerous  they instituted
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(5) How is the mitzvah of aravah
[performed]? There was a place below
Jerusalem called Motza. They went
down there and gathered from there
tall aravot branches [that were eleven
cubits tall]. They then came and leaned them up against the sides of the altar so
that their tops drooped [one cubit] over the top of the altar. They sounded a
tekiah [a long blast] and a teruah [several short blasts] and again a tekiah. Every
day they [the priests] would go around the altar once and they would say: [4na
HaShem hoshia na] Please O Lord bring salvation now! Please O Lord bring
success now! Rabbi Yehudah says: [they would say:] Ani Vahoo [hoshia na, 1
and Him (who are in the same predicament,)] bring salvation now! [In Hebrew,
Ani Vahoo, has the same numerical count as Ana HaShem]. But on that [seventh]
day they would go around the altar seven times. And when they would leave,
what did they say? O altar this beauty is yours! O altar this beauty is yours! [L.e.,
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we accord you this glory since you
atone for us (Rashi).] Rabbi Eliezer
says: To God and to you O altar
[through whom He brings atonement]!
To God and to you O altar!
6) As it was performed on weekdays
so was it performed on [the last day of
the Festival when it fell on a] shabbat,
except that they gathered them on the
eve of shabbat and placed them in
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golden vessels [filled with water] so
that they should not wilt. Rabbi
Yohanan ben Berokah says: [It was
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not the aravah that they would lean up against the sides of the altar, rather,] they
used to bring palm branches. [The verse states: 80 N3 (Leviticus 2:40) in the
plural, meaning two palms, one was for the lulav and the other was for the altar.]
And they would beat them on the ground at the sides of the altar and that day
was called the day of the beating of the palm branches [and not the day of the
beating of the aravah, the halachah does not follow this view].
(7) They [the adults] snatched the lulavim from the children and [would] eat their
etrogim [this was not considered theft since this was the custom done out of joy.
Another interpretation of the mishnah is that the children discarded their lulavim
and ate their etrogim, however, the adults may not eat their etrogim since they
were (huktzah lamitzvah —) have been set aside for a mitzvah the first part of
the day they retain that status for the rest of the day].
(8) How is the hallel and the rejoicing performed for eight days? This teaches that
one is obligated to recite hallel and rejoice [by eating the meat of the
peace-offering, (see above mishnah 1)] and [obligated] to honor the last day
[Shemini Atzeret] of the Festival just like all the other days of the Festival. How
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is sukkah for seven observed? When
one has finished his last meal [on the
seventh day of the Festival] he may not
take apart his sukkah. However, he
may remove his [beautiful] utensils
[from the sukkah into his house] from
the afternoon onwards in honor of
[Shemini Atzeret,] the last day of the
Festival.
libation

9 How was the water
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performed? A golden flagon holding
three log was filled from the shiloah
[water spring near Jerusalem, three log, which is a quarter of a hin, represented
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the minimum wine-libation offered with the sacrifice of a sheep]. When they [the
crowd accompanying the water flagon] reached the water gate [entrance to the
courtyard, so named because the flagon of water was brought through there] they
sounded a tekiah and a teruah and again a tekiah [to induce joy and festivity as
indicated by the verse: “And you shall draw water with joy” (Isaiah 12:3)]. He
[the priest chosen for this rite] went up the ramp [of the altar] and turned left
[which was the south-west corner where all libations were poured]. There were
two bowls of silver there. Rabbi Yehudah says: They were of plaster but the
surfaces were darkened from wine [and gave the appearance of silver]. They each
had a hole like two thin nostrils [and since water flows faster than wine] one was
wider and one was narrow, so that both drain out at the same time. The west one
was for water while the east one was for wine. If he poured the water into the
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bowl designated for wine, or the wine
into the bowl designated for water, he
has fulfilled his obligation [through
these holes it would flow down holes
that went from the roof of the altar to
the hollow depth under the altar
Rabbi
Yehudah says: It was with one log

referred to as the shittin].

[and not three] and performed all eight
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days [and not seven, the halachah does

not follow Rabbi Yehudah]. And to the one pouring they said raise your hand
high [so that we see you pouring into the bowls]! For it once happened that
someone [a Sadducee priest whose sect did not believe in the rite of pouring
water| poured [out the water] over his feet and all the people pelted him with

their etrogim.

(10) Just as it [the water libation] was performed on weekdays, so was it performed
on shabbat, except [that since one could not carry on shabbat from the Shiloah
into the Temple, therefore,] he would fill an unconsecrated gold barrel on the eve
before shabbat from the Shiloah and store it [overnight] in a chamber. [Had the
barrel been consecrated anything placed inside would also become consecrated,
and as a result would become disqualified by 3> — being left overnight.] If it
spilled or became uncovered he would fill [the flagon] from the laver, for wine
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or water which became uncovered are A ’3;? D’L,AOE:& ,'[’?_.'__k?gfl

unfit for the altar. [The laver was

lowered each night into a well; therefore the water therein never became
disqualified by 13°9.]
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