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A TREATISE ON AHAVAS YISRAEL
BY THE REBBE RASHAB
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PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD

In the present chapter, the Rebbe Rashab continues developing his analysis of the
negative effects that yeshus has on relations between people, focusing in particu-
lar on the qualities of faultfinding and harping on undesirable traits that another
person might have.

We all have such negative traits. Part of the human condition is that man is born
imperfect. G-d has given every person a particular life task to refine certain char-
acter tracts. Since these traits are embedded in a person’s character, he cannot be
expected to refine them overnight. There is no magic pill to take to enable imme-
diate change. Instead, a detailed and long-term process is necessary.

The question is how one relates to another person who has such faults. Does one
gently make him aware of them and help him build himself and correct them?
Or does he exaggerate them and degrade the other person, and even humiliate
him publicly?

The answer to these questions is a good barometer of one’s own spiritual state.
When one focuses on the negative in another person that shows that he himself is
characterized by yeshus. He feels the need to build himself up by putting the other
person down. Not only is that a specific fault, it reflects a telling and encompassing
lack of focus. Rather than being concerned with spreading G-dliness in the world,
the person is caught up in petty criticism of a colleague.

The above concepts are particularly relevant as we approach Yud-Beis Tammuz. As
reflected by the title of the first maamar the Rebbe Rayatz sent out to commem-
orate the occasion, Asarah Sheyoshvim, “When ten sit together,” and the letters
he directed to the chassidim which emphasized the theme of communal Torah
study, he saw achdus, Jewish unity, and communal activity as fundamental to the
continuity of our people. It is our hope that the study of Heichaltzu will enable
these ideals to be realized.

Sichos In English
9 Tammuz, 5780

* We will 0”12 be publishing weekly installments of the maamar. If you would like
to receive these texts, contact us via email sichosinenglish@gmail.com or WhatsApp
917-868-6509.

These weekly publications can be sponsored to honor a loved one, a Yortzeit or a
simcha by contacting us at sichosinenglish@gmail.com.



D“17 N1 ‘D1 17N NAnNw ,T“Da 4

QWM IPRY °101 INRNTY 2IWNA? 0213 OPX 7712V CPIA 7MmI 737Y (o
7730 D712V DY INNW 7390 INIR 2wIn IR N9 N7y 59

Y1 IPRW ,NPNRONII D3 AR LJII0N AR 12 REHW 797 .90 2107 DR H02%) DR
W”7Im IR 77131 ,7277 772 9377 ;0277 2000 90IR 500 aIavi oz gnb

In the previous chapter, the Rebbe Rashab explained how yeshus prevents symbi-
otic relationships in Torah study and avodah, Divine service. In this chapter, he
develops the idea that yeshus can prevent a person from looking positively on a

fellowman.
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Similarly, in matters of Divine service, people
motivated by a self-oriented approach cannot coop-
erate and join in unity.

The insecurity their yeshus breeds prevents them from
valuing the Divine service of another person at
all

and/or considering him to be an oved, i.e., a person
who devotes himself earnestly to Divine service and
self-refinement.

Such a person minimizes other people’s Divine
service and shows antipathy to their positive
qualities, considering them of no worth.

When he finds a fault in another person,

even if it is merely superficial and affects neither
the main body nor the essence of that person’s ser-
vice at all,

he will magnify it and expand upon it, speaking
about it often, and humiliating that person.

How much more so should he discover an internal
character flaw in his fellow —
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1. Koheles 7:20.
2. lyov 11:12.

which is inevitable, for “there is no righteous man
on earth who does good and does not sin™ —

he will decide that this flaw proves that any good
the other person possesses is really of no value
whatsoever.

Conversely, he will exaggerate the evil in compar-
ison to the good to the point where he overlooks
any good the person possesses and considers it as
nothing.

In truth, this does not reflect the reality.

That individual’s Divine service in prayer, Torah
study, and the fulfillment of mitzvos, is in itself
good,

and this - his involvement in prayer and Torah
study - constitutes his primary labor and field of
activity throughout the day.

The fact that he still possesses a negative charac-
ter trait is understandable. The person is striving to
develop his character. It is only that there remains
what to be corrected.

Every person has such traits, since “Man is born
[like] a wild young donkey.™

He is born in an unrefined state,
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92 9n792¥ 377 0% °>  and this is the service he is destined to perform
103 1pN? 9771 7 throughout his entire life: to correct his charac-
ter traits.

In addition, to the all-encompassing mission to refine the world and make it
a dwelling for G-d through the observance of the Torah and its mitzvos, every
person is given an individual mission - to refine and elevate his own personality
and character traits.?

DY 217 IR T '75_727' The need for such efforts is alluded to* in the verse,’
MY 0°yaw 072 “The days of our years in them number seventy.”

72 nIPNIR 07732 The Hebrew word for “in them” (203, bahem) con-
tains the same root letters as the word for “animal”
(nnna, beheimah)

NI Yy X1 and thus refers to the natural negative character
PV 0°Y2VI NIY7  traits inherent to the animal soul.
nonnan woid

The Rebbe Rashab is referring to the seven middos (emotional attributes) of the
animal soul.

DIX? IPI T PYW A person is given 70 years in which to refine these
177727 MW 0°YW  seven negative character traits.
/10 v nIn

70, 7x10, reflects how the above-mentioned seven attributes are integrated with
every other one of the soul’s ten attributes. Over the course of his life, a person
has an obligation to refine his animal soul and its attributes until they reflect the
positive qualities of his G-dly soul.®

3. See K'llalei HaChinuch VehaD'rachah, where the Rebbe Rayatz develops similar concepts.
4. See Likkutei Torah, Devarim, p.37d ff., the maamar entitled Ki Sih’yenna Le’ish.
5. Tehillim 90:10.

6. This is a frequently discussed subject in Chassidus. See Sefer HaMaamarim 5626, p. 97; Sefer HaMaamarim 5638, p. 222;
Sefer HaMaamarim 5657, p. 121; Sefer HaMaamarim 5686, p. 53, et al.
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nnxD 957 1pN? WK X1 This process of self-correction cannot be complet-
ed at once;

YR VYN VYD P71 rather, “little by little will I drive them out from
/12 773871 before you.”

In its source, this verse refers to the manner in which G-d would drive out the
Canaanite nations before the Jewish people during their conquest of Eretz Yisra-
el. In a similar way, in every person’s process of internal spiritual refinement, his
self-correction cannot be immediate. Instead,

"27 77 by 0°2°7%W this requires considerable effort and labor.
n7AyI AYy

1272 77 JWRaY 7Y Ultimately, over the course of time, after extensive

n113320772 7199N2 1792Y  endeavors in prayer, meditation on G-dliness,

n17230721 NIP?R2  and strengthening of the attributes of one’s G-dly
NPRYRT WoIn YW niTng  soul,

72177 77277 tzi’_br:gr_: is it possible to weaken, refine, and purify the nat-
D°yaL N3 DR ural character traits inherent to the animal soul.
,"12 D023 WDJ'I’

A twofold process is involved. First of all, by intensifying his labor in his Divine
service, a person will inevitably weaken the material orientation of his animal soul.
In addition, if he sincerely desires to refine himself, he must undergo a step-by-
step, systematic process of developing his intellectual and emotional potentials,
highlighting and polishing his positive potentials and correcting his shortcomings.
That takes time; it cannot happen overnight.

' 729 X317 9WRD1 Taking all this in mind, it is necessary to judge another
person generously. Since he serves G-d,

7. Cf. Shmos 23:30.
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over the course of time, he will surely refine and
correct his character traits.

The interrelation between people is important in this
process of self-refinement because at times, one
needs help from others in order to achieve this
goal.

Every person’s self-love will sometimes blind him
and deter him from recognizing a negative char-
acter trait he possesses on his own.

It is his friend’s responsibility to tactfully and lov-
ingly make him aware of this fault and advise him
on how to correct it, as mentioned previously.®

When people are in a relationship and one has a fault,
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8. See ch. 10.

if one truly loves the other

he should arouse his attention and speak to him
about his character faults privately,

encouraging him to correct an undesirable trait,

and offering him advice how to correct it.

If he does not do so,

but instead, considers the other person as nothing,
humiliates him, and degrades him,

particularly if he does so in public -
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this is a clear sign that he hates that person in his
heart and does not seek his welfare in any way.

(Moreover, such a person’s negative orientation is not
focused only on other individuals but affects his gen-
eral approach.

He is not encouraging that there should be service
of G-d.

That should be the genuine desire of every
individual -

that the service of G-d flourish in the world,
for this is G-d’s will and desire.)

On the contrary, such a person does not seek this.
He is not concerned with the larger picture. That is
evident from the fact that he is concerned with another
person’s petty shortcomings rather than highlighting
his positive qualities.

The reason for his behavior is his own lack of sin-
cere Divine service;

his own Divine service is not genuine.

Although he serves G-d in prayer and Torah
study,

nevertheless, his Divine service is not genuine; it is
not characterized by bittul. He does not put himself
aside and see the larger picture.
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Instead, his Divine service is characterized by yeshus
and self-concern.

The way a person relates to somebody else says a lot about his own Divine service.
If he slips into faultfinding and criticizing another person, he is revealing his own

inner faults.
bR
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Summary:

Divisiveness in matters of Divine service results
from unjustified reasons.

What motivates a person to conceive of these reasons
is baseless hatred and a lack of genuine Divine
service.
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® POINTS TO PONDER ®

4+ Fargin
Why do so many find the need to focus on the faults of the other?

4+ Healthy Critique
Is there a healthy way to offer critique?

+ What insight can you glean from Heichaltzu chapter 11?2



S SIS

Eii2 i g






