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LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

Likutay Torah English translation project:

With Hashem’s help we would like to present this installment of
Lessons in Likutay Torah.

The original text of the maamarim with M721 and punctuation is
presented side by side with a phrase by phrase translation and
explanation. The translation of the text is in bold whereas the
commentary is in regular font. The explanations of general concepts
that are not directly relevant to understanding the flow of the
maamar are in footnotes.

All of the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek printed with brackets
in the original Likutay Torah have been moved to the Hebrew
footnotes and left untranslated.

The main purpose of this project is to enable the reader to learn the
Likutay Torah in the original. By learning the words, structure, and
concepts of the maamarim, eventually they should be able to learn
it by themselves in the original.

The Ma’amarim of LIKUTEI TORAH and TORAH OR are
copyright by the Kehot Publication Society, a division of Merkos
L’inyonei Chinuch Inc., and are reprinted here with special
permission. To purchase the original visit www.Kehot.com.

I would like to thank: Kehot for permission to use the text of the
maamarim, the administrator of the Tp1an N *v1P% project for
helping with the n1mpa and punctuation, to view or download any
maamar from Likutay Torah/Torah Or with n1 111 go to his website
www.ChassidutBehirah.com,

and to R’ Baruch Katz for creating the website and the editing.
Please Donate to Keep this Project Going:

Translating these maamarim takes many hours of work per week,
and funding is needed to cover the expenses to make this possible.
Please donate at our website www.LearnChassidus.com

For comments and questions, please email me at
avraham.t.katz@gmail.com
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“Loving Hashem through Being Careful
with Mitzvos”

The verse towards the beginning of Parshas Matos describing the
law of a father nullifying his daughter’s vows states (Bamidbar 30:5):

AON) 7T DR AN yawh" “And if her father will hear
I D YD AYBYYY 0N U her vow or her prohibition that

. she places on herself and her
NION"TYR TOX22) PTH9 MP) father will remain silent (and

(1.9 nYe) "D AYDIYY  not nullify them right away),
then all of her vows and
prohibitions she places on
herself will be effective.”

The Torah gives a father the ability to nullify his young daughter’s
vows or voluntary prohibitions. However, he can only annul them if
he declares them invalid right when he hears about them. If he waits
until the next nightfall before saying anything, then he loses the
ability to nullify them.
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"RMBID MITT" 1Y 1ATS We need to understand the
idea of the “extra careful
measures of the Sages” in
order to understand the inner
meaning behind a father’s
power to nullify his daughter’s
vows and prohibitions:

SO Lynd DKM UKW - We see that most of the

n-l:‘ynn an 1-”3‘7“-1 Talmud is full of the laws and
T i stringencies which the Sages

‘7“:‘ 1'1’7’.\I'I‘IW nﬁmm imposed, adding additional
oumo1 0MTA T2 WB’D'I'I] “boundaries and fences” to
AnHaw-Tny  Protect us from transgressing
Ttor 77 the commands in the Written

Torah, the Chumash.

Just like a fence prevents someone from accidentally trespassing
into someone else’s property, so too, the Sages established extra
careful measures to prevent us from coming near to transgressing
what it says in the Torah. For example, in the Torah it says that one
may not cook meat from a land animal with milk or eat them
together, and the Sages established that we shouldn’t even eat meat
from a bird with milk so that we shouldn’t get it confused with meat
from a land animal with milk.

The question is: Why do we need more stringencies and precautions
in the later generations of the Talmud and onwards? If they were so
important then why didn’t we always have them from the time of

' 927 WK DM 923 DOYY (7 ,D ApY) 2MNIT XN 22,01 HIN) !
TN PITRT NWNRY KITTNA WATRI NKITY ,mvn 712 nony
2" - DK NIWR WY ouinnRD 1p'rmw] 0™MBI0 TITHT
TN DIK) 7D mwy‘n MY NI YR X 7171‘7 hilvihive
nnm ma" X, 1210 7" - "w:y-r TR DX DK w-m‘? R m
(X, T2p X2 X227 - "IN e " X1 X9W 0o 1w
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Moshe Rabeinu? What changed as time went on, causing us to need
additional stringencies?

5" TR NI ,]2M 7IYM The idea will be understood

(: X Dq-r,w}j -r,w) P1D§ ‘71] based - on our Sage.s
T nipwm explg.natlc.)n'o‘f‘ the verse (Shir
- - - 797 Y Hashirim 1:2): “Hashem should
:"'[?273 :]"_[‘I’I ‘kiss us with His mouth’
(meaning He should connect to
us through our mouths saying
words of Torah), because Your

‘love’ is better than ‘wine’.”

D127y OK1W? NDID TAK" Our  Sages comment:  The
P ni DMpio M by Jewish - People said o
T Y.t Hashem: The instructions of
Smn ‘7‘5" the Sages (referred to in verse as

“Your love”) are sweeter to me
than the ‘wine’ of the Torah.”

XA "IN SW mm" :wAe The explanation of this cryptic

’nqn-‘-no-l TN DD statement is as follows: The
T e o . _. > ‘wine of the Torah’ refers to
- T 0121" 5T MR 0D the inner dimension and
#"TID XY? secrets of the Torah, as our
Sages said the “when someone
drinks wine, his secrets come
out”, thus the ‘wine’ of the
Torah refers to the secrets of the
Torah which require prompting
to discover, just like a person’s
private secrets which need
prompting (like by drinking
wine) for him to reveal.

(X,0 1Y) 2



LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

oy oy "prbioTmat”
niTen NI 9K
- Mg

nmnm omma %3
MmN M MY
- "MaxmMpe"  nimxay
"MA7X NP1 013l 073
X 1IX7M) 2INDY 13,1

"MK DINK AT (2

INATX N DX ,2Wn7 103
AN Ry PTpTe M2 Yy
1AYR MY WY oIy
MWOKT 723 ,0MTH 02
a0 R Y ,in3 Syl

i)

Thus, the ‘instructions of the
Sages’ are sweeter to the
Jewish People than the secrets
of the Torah,

since, all of the “boundaries”
and stringencies instructed to
us by the Sages, and the moral
instructions which are found
in the Aggada® and in the
Pirkei Avos (Ethics of the
Fathers), they are all
expressing the idea a Great
Love from Hashem to us, like
it says (Malachi 1:2): “Hashem
says: | love you (the Jewish
People)”, and because Hashem
loves us, this is why He is extra
careful with our behavior.

For example, because a person
loves his son, which is why he
pushes him to be extra careful
in his conduct, and he protects
him from acting
inappropriately by making
“boundaries and fences” for
him not to cross. The father
will do whatever he can to
encourage his son to act
properly, even if its seemingly
against the will of the son

("MK XY nnnn

4 Aggada- Portions of the Talmud with stories, quotes and non-literal interpretations

of verses.




LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH

22 T XYY TR YOI
MY 72

m LN Swn? inm
MY N mpr Kny
73,2V Ty N

773712

11207 NN 7T N )2
WY PTZIN TII K
TR Y ,0MA0 TR
ndwwn NN MaT
OTTI D02 127 0K
MY 7 207 N

TN ME? 0Pl

(since the son doesn’t appreciate
the consequences of his
conduct), since he wants his
son to be totally clean of any
inappropriate behavior.

Furthermore, he greatly
desires for his son to be very
gracious and intelligent, and
therefore he pushes him to act
kindly and to learn diligently.

This is similar to the idea
regarding pearls or other gems,
the more valuable they are,
the more one invests in
guarding them, employing
multiple layers of protection.

So too, because of the great
love from Hashem to us, He is
extra careful and stringent
with our behavior. He gives us
the “extra careful measures of
the Sages,” which are actually
part of the Torah expressing
the Great Love from Hashem
to us by protecting us with

("D DYRYN YA 230 D0ty 1T KYMY" T, 00900 18 DY) s
7 NIANA YT TIRD IR T PI0D DY T IXanw mm y) ¢
X N2 AR -n] plebisRnlyivAs mm" (T2 1‘7wn) 123 ,NINY NYID
KITW ,"T K DINK MK (2, 1K) 22T, 9K NX 2Ky Sy
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Now that we understand what the “extra careful measures of the
Sages” accomplish, we will understand why they are needed more
in the time of exile than in the time of the Beis Hamikdash (The

Holy Temple in Jerusalem):

M WA Ay 19, mm
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“boundaries and fences.”
They are there for our benefit
to refine us so that we will be
spotless before Hashem.

Now, in the time when the Beis
Hamikdash existed it was
enough to fulfill the mitzvos as
defined “by the Torah’s
definition”, without the extra
precautions from the Sages.

This is because our spirit was
faithful to Hashem and we
were not drawn with strong
ropes of love for physical
desires. It was therefore easier
to have the love of Hashem
firmly established in the heart
of every man, and to be
passionate in the service of
Hashem and the learning of His
Torah, even without these
extra careful measures of the
Sages inspiring a great love of
Hashem.

However, with every
successive generation, those
whose hearts are complete in
their service of Hashem with

(I OX DX MK . ", ny onn e y)
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an intense love

decreased.

fiery

We became ‘burned’ with the
‘strange fire’ of love and
desire for physical things.
These physical desires became
so overwhelming to us until we
are not able to serve Hashem
with love unless we first
awaken in ourselves a great
love for Hashem through
fulfilling the ‘extra careful
measures of the Sages’ and

their stringencies in every
detail:
We  must  fulfill  these

precautions both in regard to
‘turning away from wrong’ by
fulfilling all of the stringencies
mentioned in the Gemara and
later rulings,

and in regard to ‘doing good’
by fulfilling the ethical
guidance found in the Aggada
and the teachings found in the
Pirkei Avos. For example, it
instructs one to have “a good
eye,” meaning to view his
friend with a generous eye and
not think bad of his friend in
his heart.

290727 TRY PY . L 20T A2 pATW T 7T TINR 0,2 NhaK) ¢
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203230 920"M,"310 27" 121 And  so too  the  other
' " instructions in Pirkei Avos, that
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one should have a ‘good heart’
and a ‘good friend,’

All of these instructions teach us how to fulfill the Torah’s command
to “love your fellow as much as you love yourself” in the highest
and most complete manner; much more than the bare minimum
requirement which someone might fulfill from just looking at the
“Torah’s definition” of loving your fellow.

(171,27 MNYIL) INW 1M
MIONIITIT) DK MK ynu”
A2 I APy MK TN
YN TR PITUD M) PN
IR ROINON) 0Ip2 AYDY2Y 110X
TION) PITDD Ny OP1 AN
M) DY XY AYDY 7Y MON-TYX
AN AR KNI ) e

AT NX 701 AN

And this is the idea behind
what is written (Bamidbar 30:5—
6): “And if her father heard
her vow or her prohibition she
placed on herself and her father
will remain silent (and not
nullify them right away), then
all of her vows and prohibitions
which she places on herself will
be effective. However, if her
father removes (i.e. nullifies)
her vow on the day he hears
about it, then all her vows and
prohibitions she places on
herself will not be effective, and
Hashem will forgive her (if she
transgresses her vow without
knowing it was nullified)
because her father removed
it.” We see from this that

K7 IR M DK P TpD

DYWL (R TRY A" 0712 T8y, 1" 0T) 12303 Ky )

oy 1y "0 o

12 MR XD TIXT 92" VDA 0K DIPRA KA ) Py
1PR7 X ,D DM 7,17 N%YIa Y% 2,70 1997 MK 17IR) M0

(X, 30 MW WXT 2,20 [a0NK)
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specifically the father is able
1o "Hn-remove a vow.

The deeper meaning behind this
is: From the aspect of the
‘great love’ from Hashem to
the Jewish People He (Hashem)
nbn-removes (and as the word
nbn is translated by Rabbi

Yonasan ben Uziel this means
Hashem nullifies) all of the
restrictions and bonds of
unholiness to which the
Jewish People are restricted
and bound.

1 - "‘173;’3_7 Bbinlal WW:I:I ]"1‘5"1

- 277X N T 9y DX
‘IIU’:L{H n:.m.‘:

It’s necessary for this ‘great
love’ to come and release the
Jewish People from their
connection to unholiness since
“a prisoner is unable to free
himself”. It is only through
the aspect of the ‘great love’
from Hashem to us which is the
idea of the “father”.

Meaning, just as a father does everything he can to encourage his
children to go on the proper path out of his great love for them, so
too Hashem loves us so much this is why He gives us the fullest
possible way of keeping Torah and mitzvos, so that we can express
our love of Hashem fully. Just as the father of a girl is able to nullify
her vow since he cares about her and knows what’s best for her, so
too Hashem can reverse and “nullify” our bonds with unholiness and
physical desire through giving us some of His great love in the form
of the ‘extra careful measures of the Sages’ which are an expression
of His deep love for us.

(5027 - 1 oy N Ry
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The following is an explanation of the Tzemach Tzedek® (found in
the text of Likutay Torah) on the above statement of the Alter Rebbe
that the connection of the person to unholiness is like being bound
in an oath, and the ‘great love’ of Hashem nullifies thus bond just as
a father nullifies a vow.

TOK N’UW (aLablok) oy ‘PJ}H) What is the idea of these

1T 0D Jma TI"HWPW ‘restrictions the person is
. 1' Coo e T .’,7’ restricted and bound by’
AR PRY , WAT DI NI mentioned  above? We can

-] MIOKNY [7pNm nx;_r‘? possibly explain this as a
MW qsmn Jatkalatlni reference to weakness of the

. i, Divine soul; which is not
SAMRDPRA WA M trong enough to leave its

covering and prison which are
the coarseness of the body and
the animal soul, as explained
elsewhere.

‘I‘HJ‘\‘I m L)WJ aKanl DVN There it is also explained how

'7U:\5 WDJ'? TW‘\ 9 ']WDJ through the study of the Torah,
141 ‘7 amins,  POWEr and strength are given
SR DMWY to the  Divine soul to nullify

all of these bonds to unholiness.

01" 07 MW MNP WM We can possibly explain that
' ’ - ,D’T\BBﬁ this is the idea of nullifying
© 77 vows on Yom Kippur at the

Kol Nidrei service:

12 Even though generally the comments of the Tzemach Tzedek have been
moved to the Hebrew footnotes, due to the relative shortness of the
maamar it was felt necessary in this case to include this explanation to give
a complete understanding of the maamar.

(X ,TO 9K TIR) 1N YDA, e WA S nnnin AT B

- "KIn K1y7"2 "NI3T0" KYp1 19K DTIWTRT ,IKAN 0K Dipnd ¢
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Through teshuva
(repentance/return to Hashem)
which is the essential idea of
Yom Kippur there is drawn
down a revelation of Hashem
which removes and nullifies
these ‘bonds’ to unholiness
created by the animal soul, just
as the bonds of the vows became
nullified at the Kol Nidrei
service, and this allows the
great love that a Jew has for
Hashem to become revealed.

We can further explain the
idea that specifically the father
can remove vows from his
daughter, based on what is
written in the Zohar,

as explained regarding the
concept that in order for there to
be a complete unity of Ze’eir
Anpin® and Malchus® it needs
to be “at the time when she
(Malchus) receives from the

(" Tmy,'p 7)) MK NYg

¥ The six “emotive” attributes of Hashem in the spiritual world of

Atzilus. Meaning, the way that Hashem relates to us in a manner of reward
and punishment (kindness and severity), giving kindness to those who do

good and punishing those who do bad.

1" The aspect of how Hashem is actually involved in the creation and
guiding of the world. When these two types of attributes are united then
then we actually see in the physical world how Hashem is running
everything and is part of His plan, but when these two types of attributes
of Hashem are not fully united, then Hashem’s Divine Providence in

everything becomes concealed.
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“house of the Father”
(meaning from Chochma), and
not at the time when she
receives from “the house of the
Mother” (meaning Bina).

In the verse (Bereshis 20:12) it says: X1i172K"N2 "MNAX manxoN"
"MYRZ 27N MKTN2 K7 IR

“And besides, she is in truth my sister, my father’s daughter though
not my mother’s; and she became my wife.”

The simple meaning of the verse is that Avraham is explaining to
Avimelech, king of the Pelishtim, the reason he called Sara his sister
even though she was really his wife. She is related to him like a
sister; she was his father’s granddaughter, his niece, but only from
his father’s side. Sara’s father Haran was Avraham’s half-brother
since they shared the same father but had different mothers. Thus,
Sara was related to him from his father’s side, as though she was his
sister (even though she was actually his niece), but not from his
mother’s side.

In the Zohar it gives a mystical explanation of the verse to mean that
for Ze’eir Anpin and Malchus to be united like a husband and wife
(MK "9, then it isn’t enough for them to receive from Bina
("mX~n2 XY 3K), rather they need to receive from Chochma -na1)
(X1772K"N2 NAK mIaK. This is the idea of saying “at the time when
they receive from the house of the father-Chochma, and not at the
time when they receive from the house of the mother-Bina.

T]\TU?;\J NYTMAPATNIMNANI  This is so because from the
-X7UD  NIBOIAN" nio  aspect of Bina and Daag _there
. ', 1 yyyer .. is brought forth the ability to
A0 DM VAN, KAOX «restrain the Sitra Achra (the
"Mw™eY side opposed to holiness)”,

~ which is the idea of what it

says in Pirkei Avos that “vows

are a fence protecting a person

that he be separate and
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removed from
worldly matters.”

indulging in

But to “actually transform
spiritual darkness into spiritual
light”; this cannot happen
from the aspect of Bina alone,
since  “from it (Bina)
judgements from Hashem’s
Heavenly court are aroused
against the created beings for
their improper conduct”,

Only from the aspect of the
Higher Level of Chochma
(Chochma of Atzilus) regarding
which it says (Koheles 7:12) “and
Chochma (wisdom) will give
life to those who have it” can
there be the nullification of the
bonds to unholiness (the
opposite of life) created by the
animal soul.

This level of Chochma is a
type of selfless dedication to
Hashem beyond all logic and
reason and is therefore
unaffected by the animal soul’s
pull to physicality, and can even
transform that pull into a drive
to connect to Hashem.

(TIXTRP5) "INA1 10K IR 2NRT 1272 XD ¢
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This is the idea that the father
(meaning the power of
Chochma) is able to nullify
spiritual darkness and
transform it into spiritual
light.

Specifically from this aspect
(of the father-Chochma) is
drawn forth the ability for
“her (the daughter mentioned

QW at the beginning) to become
married to a man”, meaning in
a mystical sense that from the
father-Chochma is drawn forth
the ability for Ze’eir Anpin to
become united and fully
revealed in  Malchus, as

described above.

From the sequence of the verses we are discussing, it would seem
that the daughter’s marriage is connected to her father’s ability to
nullify her vows. In simple terms, this connection is that just as the
girl’s father can nullify her vows, so can her husband nullify her
vows. However, in a mystical sense we are using the reference of
the “daughter” to mean Malchus of Atzilus and the “father” to mean
Chochma of Atzilus. The verse is telling us that for Malchus to get
“married” to her “husband” who is Ze’eir Anpin, she needs to first
be connected to her “father” who is Chochma, since only from
Chochma is there the ability for a complete union of Ze’eir Anpin
and Malchus.

In other words: Only from a totally selfless dedication to Hashem
(Chochma) is one able develop their great love for Hashem (Ze’eir
Anpin) so that it be expressed in everyday life (Malchus). This
selfless dedication is especially nurtured through practicing the
“extra careful measures of the Sages” who taught us how to be
totally dedicated to Hashem.
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However, now we need to
understand the mystical
meaning of “And if her father
will hear her vow or her
prohibition that she places on
herself and her father will
remain silent (and not nullify
them right away), then all of her
vows and prohibitions that she
places on herself will be
effective.”

Meaning that specifically
through first “restraining” the
unholiness by restraining the
desires of the animal soul,
which is the point of vows
(which are intended to restrain a
person from indulgence), from
this he will afterwards come
to experiencing the revelation
of the level of “her father
(Chochma)” which causes that

“spiritual darkness will be
transformed into  spiritual
light”.

And this also the meaning of
what is written (Bamdibar 30:2):
“And Moshe spoke to the
heads of the tribes of the
Children of Israel saying: This
is the matter that Hashem has
commanded”, the
commandment that a father may
nullify his daughter’s vows, and
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a husband may nullify his
wife’s vows if done in the
correct time and manner.

What’s the lesson in specifically stressing here that this mitzva was
transmitted through Moshe, when all mitzvos were?

"T7 M MK T YYW Thisis to teach us that through
S9v T 9y My nprapy  Moshe “saying (fo the heads of
oo mem s T oty the tribes) that this is the
ST -"DU‘? matter” meaning from the
aspect of Moshe (who
represents the level of Chochma
of Atzilus) can the vows
become  nullified.  From
Chochma itself (represented by
Moshe) comes the power for the
Divine soul to free itself from
the “vows,” the bonds of the
animal soul’s passions.

N X171 "NivRTIWRY", D) In addition, the idea of “heads
MATTAIR KSRy Of the tribes” is that they
TCoTET TG T ¢ orepresent the “essential desire
t(TV07 XM f the heart to connect to
Hashem”, in a manner of “great
love for Hashem”, as

explained above.

In other words, by saying that specifically Moshe spoke to the heads
of the tribes about nullifying vows, the verse is hinting to us that
from Chochma- represented by Moshe- can someone reveal in
themselves the true love for Hashem which is represented by the
“heads of the tribes”. The “heads of the tribes” mystically means
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that highest part of the soul of the Jewish people, just like the head
is the highest part of the body, so too the deep essential love for
Hashem in every Jew is the idea of the “heads of the tribes”, and this
deep love -the heads of the tribes- is revealed through Moshe, which
is Chochma.

& 5>

Summary of the Maamar

Q1 What is the reason why in the generations after the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash we find that the Sages
places many additional restrictions more than what the
Torah demands, and instructed us to be extra careful in
mitzvos beyond the letter of the law of the Torah?

Al Because in the time of the Beis Hamikdash we
experienced so much revelation of Hashem that our
animal souls were naturally more refined and it was
much easier to reveal our love for Hashem even by just
by keeping the laws of the Torah itself without extra
measures. However, after the destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash when our animal souls are more coarse and
have a much stronger passion for physicality, thus
making it very difficult to reveal our love for Hashem.
Therefore, in the time of exile the only way to overcome
the animal soul and reveal our love for Hashem is
through keeping the “extra careful measures of the
Sages”.
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How do the “extra careful measures of the Sages” help us
reveal a great love for Hashem?

Because the motivating factor behind these “extra careful
measures” is the fact that Hashem has a great love for us.
Just like a father who truly loves his son will push him to
be careful in his conduct that he should behave in the
most refined manner and that should attain wisdom and
sensitivity etc., so too because Hashem loves us that’s
why He wants us to keep the Torah and Mitzvos in the
most complete manner possible, and that’s the purpose of
the “extra careful measures of the Sages”. Since the
motivation behind these measures is Hashem’s great love
for us, they have the power to reveal the great love for
Hashem we have hidden in us. This is because our love
for Hashem is a reflection of His infinite love for us.

How does this tie into our parsha, Parshas Matos, in
giving a deeper understanding of the passage about a
father nullifying his daughter’s vows?

The mystical meaning of a father nullifying vows is how
father represents Chochma, total selfless dedication to
Hashem beyond all reasoning which comes from the
deepest part of the soul, and only through this type of
selfless dedication which is expressed in fulfilling the
“extra careful measures of the Sages” can someone
remove the “vows and prohibitions” that they are bound
to. What are these “vows and prohibitions” a reference
to? They are referring to the fact that the animal feels
“bound” to pursue physical pleasure and the Divine soul
is stuck dealing with the animal soul’s drives, just like
someone who is bound by an oath is stuck dealing with
the consequences of the oath. By saying that the “father”
nullifies the “vows” it means to say that through the
dedication to Hashem on a level of Chochma by keeping
everything in Torah law, even every Rabbinic decree and
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instruction, this will remove the coarseness and passion
of the animal soul which “binds” the Divine soul to
pursue its goals. Once those “bonds” to materiality are
“nullified” through the power of Chochma, then a Jew
can reveal his true love for Hashem.

Why does the Torah stress the fact that Moshe himself
gave over the command regarding annulling vows, didn’t
he give over all of the commandments?

Since Moshe Rabeinu himself embodies the power of
Chochma in its most absolute state, specifically by
connecting to him we receive the spiritual power to
“nullify” the “bonds” of the animal soul stopping us from
loving Hashem, this is why in this mitzva there is special
emphasis on the fact that Moshe gave over the
commandment.
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Lessons from the Maamar in the service of Hashem

1 Keeping every detail of halacha doesn’t just make us

have more fear of Hashem, it is what refines us and
gives us the ability to reveal our love for Hashem
during davening.

Someone who really cares about himself, his children,
his family and friends, will encourage himself and
others to act in the most refined manner and pursue
wisdom and sensitivity.

Sometimes we feel “bound” to listen to the animal
soul’s demands on us to pursue physical pleasure or
something seemingly foolish. We need to know that
we have the power to free ourselves from any of its
demands by dedicating ourselves more strongly to
serving Hashem and revealing Him in this world.
When a person is busy learning Torah, teaching, and
spreading the knowledge and practice of Torah and
Mitzvos to every Jew he can, then there won’t be any
room left for the animal soul to convince us that he has
us “bound” to his wishes.

In order to receive this power to totally dedicate
ourselves to Hashem, we need to connect to Moshe
Rabeinu in our generation, the Rebbe, who shows us
what dedication to Hashem is all about.
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