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THE REBBE’S DIRECTIVE

The Rebbe said we need the Rebbeim’s merits and suggests
learning Mishnayos (at least one perek Mishnayos) and
their Chassidus, utilizing their merits.

(Likutei Sichos 21:296 [pertaining to the Alter Rebbe])

We should learn the Rebbe Maharashs first maamar during
the yom hahilula or after.

(Sefer Hasichos, Tishrei 13, 5752, p. 96)
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With no other choice, Zalman sat in the
waiting room, with about twenty other
people who had come for help, reading
Tehillim (Psalms).

The Rebbe had seven sons, and the youngest,
Shmuel, who was seven years old at the time
(and eventually would become the fourth

ELCHONON (GEISINSKY

Apple Drugs
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Lubavitcher Rebbe), was wandering around
the room, occasionally talking to the visitors.
When he came to our businessman and asked
him why he was there, the latter, hoping that
maybe somehow it might help him get in
to the Rebbe, told the child his entire story,
finishing with a sad word about how his only
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hope is the Rebbe, and now the Rebbe won’t
see him.

The boy listened carefully, promised that he
would see what he could do, left the waiting
room, and entered his father’s study.

Minutes later he returned, approached the
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Learning Motzei
Yom Kippur

I'heard from my father in Rostov that every
year on Motzei Yom Kippur after Ma'ariv,
the Tzemach Tzedek would call his son,
the Rebbe Maharash to his room, take
two cups of wine—one for himself and
another for his son—and after drinking the
wine, would learn Zohar for many hours.
After a few years of this seder, Midrash was
added to the study session, and eventually
Gemara was added as well. The final year
prior to his histalkus, the Tzemach Tzedek
instructed the Maharash to learn Gemara in
front of him and he would listen.

Shmeuos Ve'sipurim, Rabbi Zalman Shimon Dworkin,

vol. 2 pp. 148-149
Yosef and All

of His Brothers
Passed On...

Approximately half a year before his passing,
the Tzemach Tzedek would open the Midrash
Rabah every day and read the following
passage to his son, the Rebbe Maharash: “Yosef
and all of his brothers passed on—even though
Yosef and all his brothers passed on, their
G-d did not” The Rebbe Maharash would
not show any emotion during these readings;
quite the contrary—a faint smile could be
visible on his face. However, immediately
thereafter, he would go home and burst into
bitter tears, weeping uncontrollably.

Sipurei Chassidim, Torah, Story #1137

Kissing—Delivery
of Mochin

The Chassid Reb Yehoshuah of Horodna was

one of the distinguished Chassidim of the
Tzemach Tzedek. After the histalkus of the
Tzemach Tzedek, he immediately connected
to the Rebbe Maharash. The Chassidim
asked him “How were able to immediately
connect with the Rebbe Maharash while so
many other Chassidim remained confused as
to whom they should connect to?”

He answered:

“I once encountered a specifically puzzling
Torah. The Rebbe
Maharash was a young boy at the time, and

portion of Likutei

I asked him for peshat, and he explained it
effortlessly. The Tzemach Tzedek was present
at the time. Upon hearing the explanation of
his son, he promptly kissed him on the head.
Now, kissing is known to be the delivery of
a person’s Mochin, and as such, the Rebbe
Maharash possesses the Mochin of his father,
the Tzemach Tzedek”

Reshimos Devarim, in the name of the Chassid Reb Saadya
Lieberow, vol. 2 p. 64

Luxurious Conduct

In his maamarim, the Rebbe Maharash
frequently mentions the idea of “luxury,’
cautioning against indulging in luxurious
pursuits. He would frequently quote the
passuk from Iyov “Onnn *wad Hm — and
with the fleece of my lambs [did he not] warm
himself?” explaining that one should wear
simple clothes, such as a plain coat of regular
wool in the winter.

The conduct of the Rebbe Maharash is well
known—he led a luxurious lifestyle. His
house, the furnishings, and his clothes were
all quite luxurious.

The Rebbe Maharash was once asked “How
can you instruct your Chassidim not to
engage in luxuries when you yourself do so?”

The Rebbe Maharash answered:

“We find that the more vital something is, the
more available it is, such as air and water (the
fact that some people pay for water is merely
a delivery fee; water itself is essentially free).

Bread, a most vital ingredient for life, used to
be inexpensive as well. Things that are not so
vital, such as gold and jewelry, are costlier.
Now, let me ask you, why did Hashem create
these unnecessary things?

“It must be that there are certain people
that need these not-so-vital items, and for
them, these things were created... I am one
such person.”

Reshimos Devarim, vol. 2 pp. 79-80

>/

The Czar’s Army’s
Iron Pots

Zalman was a successful businessman. He had
made millions of rubles in his metal business,
but now that same business was threatening
to end his life.

Several months earlier, he had landed an
immense government contract to supply all
the cooking utensils for the czar’s army. The
deal was worth a fortune, a real blessing from
G-d...untilhe received a summons to appear
in the imperial court on charges of thievery
and treason!

It seems that someone reported to the
government that Zalman was making the pots
a bit thinner than promised. He had received
funds for 100,000 tons of iron, but really only
used 90,000, thus cheating the government
out of a pretty penny.

To make matters worse, the report was true!
He did it. Everyone did it. That’s how things
were in czarist Russia.

But that didn’t change anything. If he would
be found guilty, which he almost certainly
would be, it would be the end of him.

Zalman did not give up, however; there was
still a ray of hope. Being a follower of the third
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek, he
would go to him and hope for a miracle.

But when he arrived, he was told that the
Rebbe wasn’t receiving visitors until further
notice. This meant that the doors could open
any minute, or it could take several days.
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STORIES (CONTINUED)

businessman, and told him quietly: “You see
that man sitting near the door, also reading
Tehillim? He needs one thousand rubles for
his daughter’s wedding. Give him the money
he needs, and G-d will take care of your
upcoming trial”

Of course our hero promptly gave the charity.
Sure of victory, he told the boy to thank his
father for the blessing, and left the premises a
new man, full of optimism and hope.

One month later, Zalman was standing
confidently in the courtroom before the
judge. He didn’t even bother hiring a lawyer.
After all the Rebbe said that G-d would take

care of everything, and in any case, the best
lawyer in the world couldn’t help him.

The judge examined all the papers, first
those of the prosecution, then those of the
defendant, pausing several times to look up at
the litigants. Finally he removed his reading
glasses, held his head erect, and declared,
“Very severe accusations, very severe indeed.
If the accused is guilty as charged, the
punishment will be at least twenty years, do
you understand?” The prosecutor nodded
his head, as did the defendant, who was
beginning to worry.

The judge put his spectacles on once more,
silently read the briefs again, and again looked
up, pushed his glasses up onto his forehead,

thought for a while, and announced: “The
only way to settle this is to actually weigh all
the pots and pans.”

“But, your excellency,” exclaimed the prosecutor,
“that will take months, and at such expense to
the country. Your excellency has before him the
testimony of reliable witnesses. . ”

Our hero was really sweating now. If the pots
were weighed, he was finished.

“That is my decision!” said the judge.
“Tomorrow the army will send one hundred
wagons to bring all the vessels to the
courtroom for weighing.” He raised his gavel,
pounded it on the huge table before him, and
announced, “Court adjourned!”
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STORIES (CONTINUED)

It took over a week to organize the wagons,
travel to the factory and load them all up, and
then another week or so to bring them to the
court, weigh them and record the results.
When it was all finished and the results were
brought to the courtroom, the tension was so
thick you could almost cut the air with a knife.
Word of the trial had reached the newspapers,
and the courtroom was packed.

The judge entered after everyone was seated,
took his place behind his huge desk, picked up
the papers and read carefully. The courtroom
was silent.

After several minutes he looked up at the
defendant, squinted his eyes as though in
sheer hatred, and spoke almost theatrically.

“Mr. Zalman, you . . . you lied to the

government!”

The judge was holding the papers in both hands

and leaning forward on his desk, peering over
them at the accused, almost completely out of
his chair. Zalman was swooning. He wiped his
brow with his handkerchief. He thought he was
about to faint.

The guards moved a few steps closer to him.
The prosecutors looked at each other from
the corners of their eyes and faintly smiled.

“You declared to the Russian Government
that you needed one hundred thousand tons
of iron. You took funds for one hundred
thousand tons of iron!”

The judge was now standing, leaning with
his entire body over the table, holding the
papers in one hand, shaking them in the air
as he spoke, and almost whispering, hissing at
poor Zalman ... “And you really used . . . one
hundred and twenty thousand tons! Those
pots weighed twenty thousand tons more
than you reported.

“Mr. Zalman, you are a patriot!”

Two days later our hero was waiting again
in the Rebbe’s front room, this time to
thank him for the miracle. But when he was
finally sitting opposite the Rebbe and began
thanking him, the Rebbe was surprised. He
didn’t remember ever giving such a blessing.

“But your son, Shmuel, told me . . ” said the
businessman.

The Rebbe summoned his son, who admitted
that he had done the whole thing on his own.

“But how did you give him such a blessing?
How could you have been sure that it would

be all right?” his father asked.

“Simple,” answered the boy. “I saw in Heaven
the weight of all that charity jumping onto his
pots on the scale. It was obvious that it would
be more than a few thousand tons .. ”

By Tuvia Bolton

EXCERPTS FROM CHASSIDIC DISCOURSES

SPECIFICALLY FOR YIDDEN

The Midrash Rabba explains the possuk regarding the
requirements of a korban Pesach, “Se tomim zochor ben
shana” - “a perfect, one year old lamb -" as follows: The
lamb is connected to what Avraham said at the akeida,
“Hashem will provide the lamb." “Perfect” describes
Hashem about Whom it says, “Hatzur tomim paalo —
the rock, His acts are perfect.”

The explanation of this Midrash is as follows: through
their self sacrifice, Avraham and Yitzchak reached the
level of Ein Sof light which transcends Hishtalshelus,
and is the level of keser.

Generally, from this level even non-Jews can receive
hashpaah. Regarding Bilam, the midrash uses the
possuk “hatzur tomim paalo” to explain that Hashem
did not want the goyim to excuse themselves by
saying, “You pushed us away from serving You." He
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therefore gave them kings and prophets just like He
did for the Yidden.

This implies that from the level of “tomim —perfection,”
which transcends hishtalshelus, even non-Jews can
receive hashpaah. However, through the mesirus
nefesh of Avraham and Yitzchok at the akeida, they
accomplished that this level should be drawn down
specifically to the Yidden.

(Adapted from an excerpt of the maamar Hatzur Tomin
Paalo, 5627)

SIMILAR TO BREAD
The idea of Torah is a flow from above to below.
Indeed, one who occupies himself with Torah study
draws Elokus down below. Our sages say, “whoever
reads and studies Torah, Hashem reads and studies
the Torah opposite him." This is the idea of drawing
Elokus down below.
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Itis for this reason our sages said that “the entire Torah is
names of the Holy One, Blessed be He." Just like when
someone calls a person's name the person turns toward
the one calling him, likewise when someone reads the
Torah - which is like calling Hashem's name - it causes
Hashem to ‘read and study the Torah opposite him,"
meaning that Elokus is drawn down.

This flow of Elokus is a primiyusdike flow, as is explained
elsewhere, concerning the concept of “Your Torah is
in my innards.” It is written (in reference to Torah),
“Come and partake of My bread." Torah is similar to
bread from which the person derives internal vitality,
unlike clothing. Although clothes provide vitality for
the person, itis only in an encompassing manner. Bread,
however, gives life in an internal manner. Similarly, it can
be understood that Torah is an internal flow of Elokus.

(Toras Shmuel Drushei Chasuna p. 45)
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