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YAGDIL TORAH IS HERE TO SERVE YIDDEN WITH ALL THEIR LIMUD HATORAH NEEDS. WE

CAN HELP YOU FIND A CHAVRUSA ANYWHERE; WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF WEBSITE

AND PHONE LINES FOR ALL TYPES OF LEARNING, AN INTERESTING SELECTION OF SHIURIM TO

DOWNLOAD, AN INTERNATIONAL CHALUKAS HASHAS, LEARNING GUIDES FOR CHASIDISHE
YOMIM TOVIM, INSPIRATIONAL PUBLICATIONS AND A SHIURIM PHONE-LINE.

IN CROWN HEIGHTS WE HAVE A BEAUTIFUL BEIS MEDRASH OPEN FULL TIME, ONGOING AND
SEASONAL SHIURIM, A THOROUGH DIRECTORY OF SHIURIM AND MORE.

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE VISIT YAGDILTORAH.ORG OR CALL 347.223.5943
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The Rebbe’s Son
and the Chassid

Once, when Rabbi DovBer of Lubavitch,
the son of Chassidic master Rabbi Schneur
Zalman of Liadi, was a young man, he was
visiting with his father-in-law in Yanovitch.
There he met with one of his father’s
chassidim. The chassid noticed that the
young “Rebbe’s Son” was all too aware of his
achievements in scholarship and meditative
prayer, and felt that some “cutting down to
size” was in order.

Said the chassid to Rabbi DovBer:
“Considering who you are and how you've
lived, what’s the big deal? Your father -- well,
we all know who your father is. You were
certainly conceived under the holiest of
circumstances, and I'm sure that your father
secured a most lofty soul to bring down
into the world. Then you were raised in a
rebbe’s home and great care was taken to
mold your character and safeguard you from
any negative influences. All your life you've
been exposed to scholarship and sanctity,
and to this very day you're preoccupied only
with the study of Torah and the teachings
of Chassidism. So you've amassed a certain
amount of knowledge and you pray with
fervor and devotion. Big deal.

“Now, take me, for example. My father was
a simple man, and we can well imagine what
was on his mind when he scraped out some
dreg of a soul from the bottom of the barrel.
My upbringing? I was raised as a goat and
basically left to my own devices. And do you
know what I do with my life? Let me tell you
how I earn my living. I loan money to the
peasants during the planting season and then,
during the winter months, I make my rounds
of their villages and farms to collect the debts
before they have a chance to squander their
entire harvest on vodka. This means setting
out several hours before sunrise, well before
the permissible time for prayer, equipped
with a flask -- for without a drink one cannot
begin to talk business with a peasant. After

drinking to his health, one must share a
‘chayim with the woman in the house as well
-- otherwise she can ruin the whole deal for
you. Only then can you sit down to settle part
of the account.

“After three or four such stops I make my way
home, immerse myself in the mikveh and
prepare for prayer. But after such preliminaries,
what sort of prayer would you expect...?”

The words of this chassid, who was, in truth,
renowned for his refined nature and soulful
prayers, made a deep impression on Rabbi
DovBer. The young man immediately traveled
home to his father and poured out his heart.
He bewailed his spiritual state, saying that his
service of G-d is worthless, falling so short of
what is expected from him.

The next time the chassid from Yanovitch
came to Rabbi Schneur Zalman, the Rebbe
said to him: “I am most grateful to you. You
have made a chassid out of my Berl”

Sipurei Chasidim, Torah, Story 114

-~ G
@\ ’

Sly Arrogance

One of the chassidim of the Mitteler Rebbe
was known for studying and praying with
great devotion, and displaying a kind, gentle
manner to others. Yet, he still had a serious
character flaw. He greatly admired his own
virtues. Afraid that he was growing arrogant,
the chassid decided to approach his Rebbe
for guidance.

After hearing the chassid describe his
predicament, Rabbi DovBer was silent for a
moment, and then responded:

When Hashem created the world, He created
both good and evil. After these two elements
came into being, they came before Hashem
and asked for their respective missions.
“Spread the light of goodness and kindness
in the world,” Hashem instructed the Good
Side. “This is achieved by making people

aware of their Creator.”

Evil asked, “But will I be able to do my job?
Will people really listen to me?” Hashem
then instructed the Evil Side to combat the
good, thereby giving people the choice and
opportunity to overcome adversity. The Evil
Side asked, “But will I be able to do my job?
Will people really listen to me?” When the
Creator responded in the affirmative, the Evil
Side asked to be told its name. “You will be
called the Nachash,” said the Creator.

Upon hearing this, the Nachash became
worried. He was afraid that his name alone
would frighten people away and doom his
mission. “Have no fear,” reassured Hashem,
“you will succeed”

Indeed, the Nachash was successful in
misleading Chava to sin, convincing her
to eat from the forbidden fruit in the Gan
Eden and to share her sin with Adam.
After eating from the same fruit, Hashem
banished the pair from Eden, and thus
began all of life’s challenges.

However, when Adam and Chava realized
their sin, they repented completely and
managed to atone for their folly. Seeing the
holiness that now permeated their lives,
the Serpent came before the Creator again:
“Destroy me,” he implored. “I will never be
able to succeed now!”

“Have no fear,” responded the Creator. “I will
change your name to Angel of Death. No one
will recognize you.”

The Evil Side - disguised as the Angel of
Death — did his sinister work for generations,
until our grandparents Avraham and Sarah
began spreading the knowledge of Hashem
in their surroundings. Forlorn, the Angel of
Death complained again that his job was too
difficult, well-nigh impossible. “Fear not,”
said the Creator, “I will change your name
again. From now on, you will be known as
Satan. No one will recognize you.”

So, Satan began his career. His work went
well until Moshe made his appearance.
When he began teaching Torah, Satan was
ready to throw in the towel for good. He
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STORIES (CONTINUED)

appeared before the Creator asking for a
merciful end; now he truly felt useless.
Again, his name was changed. This time,
he was renamed “Arrogance.”

Arrogance now began his career. This time, his
disguise was so good that he even penetrated
houses of Torah learning. The more a true
scholar studies, the more he realizes how
little he really knows. However, under the
influence of Arrogance, people would study
and not be humbled by their knowledge.

Instead, they assumed airs of superiority and

........................................................................................................................................
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looked down with disdain at the unlearned.
Of course, they sugarcoated these feelings
by claiming to defend the dignity of their
knowledge, not their own person.

This continued until Rabbi Yisroel Baal Shem
Tov arrived in this world. He revealed the true
unity of G-d, before whom all are equal—no
matter their level of scholarship.

Again the Evil Side came before the Creator,
disguised as Arrogance, asking for a merciful
end. Again his name was changed. This time
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instead of plain Arrogance, it would be known
as “Fear of Arrogance.” Being less bold than
plain old Arrogance, Fear of Arrogance could
do its work in peace.

“Now listen here,” concluded the Mitteler
Rebbe, “you should know that Fear of
Arrogance is Arrogance, who is Satan, who
is the Angel of Death, who is the Nachash
himself! Quickly, throw him out of your
house because your life is at risk!”

Rshimos Dvorim, vol. 4, pp. 187-189
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$99 a Day, Kingston Ave Apartment \
Across the street from 770
Call 718-773-8000 to reserve apartment
Youtube: Crown Heights Rooms
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718-493-0995
OLD CITY TZFAT — VACATION APARTMENTS
_ Daily and weekly rentals. kupeldirot@gmail.com
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