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 א ,כא – ב,כף ּדַ 

“Receiving Unlimited Blessings” 

In Parshas Toldos, it describes the story of Yaakov and Eisav, the twin sons of 

Yitzchok and Rivka. When Yitzchok felt he was getting old he told Eisav, the 

older son, that he wanted to give him a special blessing, and that Eisav should 

prepare a meal for him. Rivka heard this and told her son Yaakov to pretend 

that he is Eisav so that he should receive the blessing instead. Since Yitzchok 

was blind at the time, Yaakov could dress like Eisav and “trick” his father into 

blessing him instead. When Yaakov comes, dressed as Eisav, Yitzchok smells 

his garments and says that it smells like Gan Eden, and proceeds to bless him. 

Only after Yaakov left did the real Eisav come in for the blessing, only to find 

out that Yaakov already received it. 

The Alter Rebbe will analyze this story on a mystical level, explaining: 1- Why 

Yitzchok wanted to bless Eisav in the first place, 2- Why did the blessing have 

to actually go to Yaakov, 3- Why did Yaakov have to “trick” his father in order 

to receive the blessing:  

 
יל)  1 ְתח  מ   ו רַׁה  ב  נ ַַַׁׁׁד   ַׁב ְ ַׁרַַׁׁאוַֹׁי:ְַַׁׁרֵאהֵַׁריח  ֹורָּ ת  סו ַׁלַַׁׁע ַׁהַַׁׁה  ָּ י]  הַׁז ַׁקַַׁׁפ  ִּ ֵראש  ךְ ת  ּבְ רֶּ ַׁא קנא, ב. קנו, א[.    ּכֶּ ֹור  תַׁת 

י י   ש  ַׁףַַׁׁסוַֹׁםַַׁׁח  רָּ ָּ ֹוְלדוַֹׁתַַׁׁפ  י ו ַׁ –]קסב, א[.  תת  תןַַׁׁצ  בֹודְַׁקדו ש    ְדמו "ַַׁׁכ ְ  ר.ַׁא 

ּפ   ש   ת קֹדֶּ ּבַ ַ ֱאַמר ֵליל ש  ן  נֶּ ו  ְ ש  ּתֹוְלדֹות, כט ַמְרחֶּ ת  ַ ש  אוֹ ה. ב'  תקס" ר  פוֹ ת  נּוְסח  ים ת  נֹוס  רִּ ֲאמ  ַהּמַ ר  ֵספֶּ   ּבְ

הוֹ ם  עִּ ח ג  נֹוסַ יז.  ַעּמּוד ה תקס"  ךְ ה ַהּתֹור  ר  אוֹ  –ת ַהּג  רֶּ ךְ ט, ג.  תתכ ד   ּכֶּ רֶּ ה  זֶּ ר ַמֲאמ  ל  עַ ד  ְמיּוּס  ט, א. תתי   ּכֶּ

יל  – ְתחִּ ּבּור ַהּמַ ֲאמ  ה  זֶּ  ּדִּ ר ַהּמַ ֵספֶּ יםּבְ וִּ ת  ֲעבֹוַד ר  ֵספֶּ ה  ּוְראֵ כו.    ַעּמּוד  ֵחלֶּק אט  תרל" רִּ  א, ב(.ל י ַהּלֵ



 

3 LESSONS IN TORAH OR 

 Chapter 1 )א( 

ֲרַׁ  ְרֵאה"  רַׁב ֵ הֲַׁאש   ד  ַׁש ָּ ֵריח  יַׁכ ְ נ  ַׁב ְ כֹוֵַַׁׁריח 

ֵתנוּ ) " ה' ש   ר    :כו, כז( ּפ 

“[Yitzchok said:] see the smell of 

my son, it is like the smell of the 

field that Hashem has blessed (i.e. 

Gan Eden)!” (Bereishis 26:27) 

י בִּ ה    , ןְלה  ְצח  א  ּדְ יק  יִּ הוּ   2ן ֵהבִּ ֶּ ו א  ש    ,ֵעש  

י ה   ְוֵאיךְ  וּ   ה  ש  ֵעינ יב  ח  ךְ   ו ּבְ ל ּכַ  ? ּכ 

We have to understand: If 

Yitzchok thought that the person he 

was blessing was Eisav (and not 

Yaakov), then why would he be so 

important in his eyes to give him 

such a praiseworthy description (of 

having the smell of Gan Eden)? 

ֱאמֶּ ם  גַ  י ה   ֵאיךְ ן  מּוב    ֵאינוֹ ת  ּבֶּ ו   ה    ֵעש  

ֵעינֵ  ְצח  י ּבְ  ק.  יִּ

Also, it isn’t understood: How did 

Yitzchok perceive Eisav? 

עַ י  ּכִּ  מַ ם  ּפַ תוּ ר  א  ֵתנוּ )ב  ַהּכ  ש   ר  כח(  ּפ  י  :  כה,  "ּכִּ

יו" פִּ ּבְ ד  י ה   ,ַציִּ ה  ֶּ הוּ ְמ   ש  ֵאלוֹ   ַרּמֵ ְ ש    –   תּבִּ

י  "ֵאיךְ  רִּ ְ בֶּ ת  אֶּ ן  ְמַעש ּ  ; "' כו   ןַהּתֶּ

We find that in one place the verse 

says “Yitzchok loved Eisav because 

he deceived him with his words” 

(ibid. 25:28), meaning that he 

deceived Yitzchok of his true nature 

by asking him questions in the 

service of Hashem, like “how do we 

tithe straw and salt to give to 

charity?” pretending that he was 

careful in serving Hashem.  

It says that Yitzchok loved him for these questions, implying that Yitzchok was 

convinced that Eisav served Hashem. 

מַ ם  ּוַפעַ  תוּ ר  א  "ַהּקֹל קֹול    :כז, כב(  םש   )  ב ַהּכ 

מַ י  ְלפִּ   ְוַהְיינוּ   ,ַיֲעֹקב"  א  ֶּ כ(ם)ש     רש  י  :  ,  "ּכִּ

יך   ה ה' ֱאלֹהֶּ ְקר  ו  3ע ְוי ַד   ,"' כו    הִּ ֵעש   ֶּ ן  "ֵאי  ש 

But in another place the verse 

says: “The voice is the voice of 

Yaakov” (ibid. 27:22), referring to 

when he said “for Hashem your G-

d has hastened my path” (ibid. 

 
ְכַתב ַיד  ֵהִבין: ] 2 ּתו    :1824ּבִּ ַדעְּ  [. ֵהִבין ּבְּ
ְכַתב־י ד ) 3 א    1824ּבִּ יבֹותֵלית  ִפיווְּ  : ּתֵ ו . . ּבְּ ֵעש ָ  . (ָיַדע ש ֶׁ
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ם  ַמיִּ ם ש   ֵ גוּ   ש  יר  ש   פִּ  and Yitzchok knew that ,(27:20 .  4" ו ּבְ

“Hashem’s name isn’t common in 

the mouth of Eisav” (Rashi on 

27:21).  

This showed that Yitzchok knew that Eisav wasn’t really serving Hashem, so 

did Yitzchok know Eisav’s real nature or not? 

ְני    ַאךְ  עִּ נֵּ י  ּכִּ   : ן ה  ית  "סֹוס    –ו  ֵעש   ה  הִּ א  פִּ

סֹולֶּ   ,5" אְדַדֲהב   בּור  ת  ּפְ ְצח    ה ַהּגְ   , קְדיִּ

הוּ  ֶּ יַנת א  ש  חִּ סֶּ ל  עַ ב  ַהזּ ה  ת  ַמֲעלַ   ּבְ    .ף ַהּכֶּ

However, the idea will be 

understood as follows: Eisav is 

refered to as “the dross from the 

gold” (Zohar I 137b), meaning the 

“dross” of the aspect of Gevura-

Severity of Hashem manifest in 

Yitzchok, which is the level of “the 

advantage of gold over silver.”  

Just as raw gold has dross or impurities that need to refined out of it, so too 

Gevura-Severity of Holiness gives potential for unholy severity to exist, and 

that possibility needs to be removed. 

The advantage of gold over silver is that it is a rarer commodity and shines 

more brightly than silver. So too, the advantage of severity in the service of 

Hashem, being strict and demanding on oneself in every aspect to keep 

everything in the Torah on the highest standard, is a tremendous level of 

holiness and not so easy to attain.  

However, from this good type of severity it is possible to come to unholy 

severity, for example to feel “holier than though” and better than others because 

of keeping a higher standard, when in fact if one is truly keeping a higher 

standard for the sake of Hashem it should make a person only humbler. 

סֹולֶּ  ּפְ ּלוֹ ת  ּומִּ ֶּ וא  י צ    ש  ו  ְדֵעש   א  ְו"ֵריש     , ֵעש  

ּטְ  עִּ ְצח  ּדְ י פוֹ ּבְ  . 6" ק יִּ

From the “dross” of this level came 

forth Eisav, as it says (Targum 

Yonasan Ben Uziel on Bereisis 

50:13) that “the head of Esaiv is 

buried near the chest of Yitzchok.” 

 
הה ְראֵ ) 4 ית ַרּב  ִּ ֵראש  ה סה ּבְ ש   ר  "י . ּפ  ִּ ירּוש  ַרש  ר   ּפֵ ֵתנוּ ּפ   כז, כא(.   ש  
סֹלֶּת) 5 ב  ּפְ  . קלז, ב( ֵחלֶּק אד, ד.  רכ זַֹהר ֵחלֶּק ב ה ְראֵ . ַהזּ ה 
ְרּגוּ ) 6  י נ, יג(. ַוְיחִּ ן  יֹונ ת  ם  ּתַ
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The fact that Eisav’s “head” is placed next to Yitzchok represents how severity 

of unholiness – Esaiv – derives his life from severity of Holiness – Yitzchok. 

י בִּ ְנַיןן  ּוְלה   To understand what is represented   ,"א"ֵריש     עִּ

by the “head” of Esaiv being in 

proximity to Yitzchok:  

נֵּ  ֹטרֶּ א  " י   ֵיש  ה  הִּ ַהּקְ ֵני  מ  י  רִּ ַהּצ    –   ת ַסּמְ

ּפֹורֶּ  נ ה ְוַהלְּ [ , 'כו  ן  ְוַהּצִּ ְלּבְ ה   מֹור ,  בֹונ ה ַ֒החֶּ יע    ּוְקצִּ

לֶּת  ּבֹֹּֽ ִּ ְט ,  ְוַכְרּכֹם   ,ֵנְרּדְ -ש  ְ ה, ַהּקש  ּלּופ  ּנ מֹון  ,קִּ  ].קִּ

There are eleven spices that make 

up the Ketores (incense) offering in 

the Beis Hamikdash, which are: 

balm, onycha, galbanum, Levona-

frankincense, myrrh, cassia, 

spikenard, saffron, costus, aromatic 

bark, and cinnamon. 

גֶּ ם  ְוהֵ  נֶּ ין ד  יּו" ד  ּכְ ְתרִּ בּות  ּדִּ   ּכִּ א    ,7אְמס 

הוּ  ֶּ ּ  ת  ַהַחּיוּ א  ש  דּוש  ּקְ ּבַ ֶּ ת  אֶּ   הַחּי  ַהְמ ה  ש 

ת זֶּה"    –  "זֶּה ְלעּוּמַ

These eleven spices correspond to 

the ‘Ten Crowns of Impurity,’ 

which is the Life-force from 

Holiness that enlivens “the 

unholiness that parallels holiness.”  

מוֹ  ּיֵש    ּכְ ֶּ ּ    ש  דּוש  ּקְ ירֹות  'יה  ּבַ ֵיש    ,ְספִּ ְך    ּכ 

ש   יּפ    ַמּמ  לִּ ּקְ ר  ה  ּבַ א  יה  הֶּ ירֹות   'מִּ   ְספִּ

  ּ ְקדּוש   ה. ּדִּ

Just like in Holiness there are Ten 

Sefiros, so too in Kelipa-unholiness 

there is actually present a Light 

that comes from the Ten Sefiros of 

Holiness. 

ּ    ַאךְ  דּוש  ּקְ ש ֶּ ה  ּבַ ַ א  ְולֹ ר  "עֶּ ש  לֹאַַׁׁוְ   ,עּתֵ

יּפ  ּוַבּקְ   .8" אַׁ"ַׁי יהוּ ה  לִּ ֵני  א  " א  מ  ַסּמְ

טֹורֶּ   ת.  ַהּקְ

However, in Holiness the Sefiros 

are “ten and not nine, ten and not 

eleven,” whereas in Kelipa-

unholiness there are eleven 

corresponding spices of the 

Ketores. 

ְני   עִּ ְיֵדיי  ּכִּ   :ן ְוה  ֶּ ת  ַהַחּיוּ   ַעל  ךְ ש  ְמש     ּנִּ

  ּ דּוש  ּקְ נֵּ   ,הּבַ יבה  הִּ תִּ ו(  ּכְ ט,  ְמי ה  א  )ְנחֶּ "ּוְצב   :

ְלך    ם  ַמיִּ  ּ יםַַׁהש  ֲחו  ת   ְ ש  הֵ   ,"מ  ֶּ י ם  ש  ֵטלִּ ם  ּבְ

The idea behind this: Regarding 

the Life-force from Hashem that 

comes into Holiness it says “the 

hosts of heaven bow to You 

 
יםה  ְראֵ ) 7 עַ   ֵעץ ַחיִּ ַ עַ ר יא ) ש  ַ י   רש  ל כִּ ק י ם( ַהּמְ רֶּ ים. ּפֶּ י ֵעץ ַחּיִּ רִּ עַ   ּפְ ַ עַ ר ו )ש  ַ יר  ש  ִּ יש  ּדִּ ק דם( ַהּקַ רֶּ  (. ּפֶּ
יר  ר  ֵספֶּ ) 8 יּל תוֹ ה ְיצִּ ְתחִּ ְרּדֵ ז, ב. קפ זַֹהר ֵחלֶּק בה ּוְראֵ .  ּבִּ ַער אס  ּפַ ַ ק ז ש  רֶּ  (.ּפֶּ
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י ת  ֵמֲחמַ  יגִּ ִּ ש ּ ּמַ ֶּ ךְ ת  ַהַחּיוּ ם  ש  ְמש   ּנִּ ֶּ   ש 

תוֹ ם  ֲעֵליהֶּ   ּ דּוש  ּקְ ֵרךְ  מִּ ְתּב   . יִּ

[Hashem],” since through their 

awareness of the Life-force from 

Hashem enlivening them, they 

surrender themselves to Hashem 

and dedicate themselves to Him. 

ן ּכֵ ֵאין  ֶּ ּ ש  יּפ ַהּקְ   ַמה  י ם  הֵ   , תוֹ לִּ יהִּ ם  ַמְגּבִּ

ת ַעְצמ   ֶּ   םאֶּ ּנֶּש  חּוְצּפ    ' כו  ר ּכַ  . ה ּבְ

This is not the case with 

unholiness, that it lifts itself 

haughtily like an eagle soaring 

high, and brazenly refuses to 

humble itself to Hashem its Creator. 

ַהַחּיוּ י  ְלפִּ   ְוַהְיינוּ  ֶּ ךְ ת  ש  ְמש   ם  ֲאֵליהֶּ   ַהּנִּ

ְצל  א  הוּ  סוֹ ם  אֶּ ךְ   , תּג לוּ   < ג   כ, >   דּבְ יכ    ּוְלפִּ

ךְ ם  ֲהגַ  ְמש   ּנִּ ֶּ ּ  ת  ֵמַחּיוּ ם  ֲאֵליהֶּ   ש  ְקדּוש  ה  ּדִּ

ים  ֵאינ   ֵטלִּ י ה  ְוַאְדַרּב    ,ם ּבְ יהִּ ת  ם  ַמְגּבִּ אֶּ

ם ֶּ   ַעְצמ  ּנֶּש  ךְ ת  ְוַהַחּיוּ   ,'כו    ר ּכַ ְמש   ּנִּ ֶּ ם  ל הֶּ   ש 

ְבלַ א  הוּ  תֹוכ  ע  נִּ  ם.  ּבְ

This is because the Life-force that 

comes into them is in a manner of 

Exile. Therefore, even when the 

Life-force from Holiness comes 

into them, they do not surrender 

their ego, and just the opposite, 

they lift their ego up like a soaring 

eagle, and the Life-force that 

comes into them becomes 

absorbed into their being. 

יצַ   ַאךְ  יםח  ם  הֵ ד  ּכֵ י   יִּ ּ  ם  ְוַקּי ימִּ דּוש  ּקְ   , 9ה מִּ

ַהַחּיוּ ר  ֵמַאחַ  ֶּ ְבלַ ת  ש  תֹוכ  ע  נִּ  ? ם ּבְ
Now, how is it possible that they 

can receive life and existence from 

holiness, if that Life-force becomes 

absorbed into them and loses its 

connection to the Source of Life, 

how can it continue to animate them 

if it is trapped in unholiness? 

נֵּ  ְנַין  זֶּהוּ ה  הִּ י" ה  ְלבֹונ    עִּ ּבְ ֶּ ֵני  א  ש  מ  ַסּמְ

טֹורֶּ  הוּ   ,תַהּקְ ֶּ י־ ר אוֹ א  ש  ּקִּ ם  ֲעֵליהֶּ ף  ַהּמַ

ְלַמְעל   ְבלַ   ְוֵאינוֹ ה מִּ תֹוכ  ע  נִּ  ם. ּבְ

This is the idea of the Levona 

(frankincense) which is the eleventh 

of the spices of the Ketores, which 

represents the “Makif-

encompassing Light” which 

encompasses them ‘from above’ 

 
ה: ]  9 ָ דּוש ּ ְך ז    ִמּקְּ רֶּ א ּכֶּ ֵאר  ה ו  אֹור ַהּתֹור  ים תרַעּמּוד ב'תקסח, ּוְבסֵ ּבְ רִּ ֲאמ  ר ַהּמַ ה   :מ ַעּמּוד עא"פֶּ ָ דּוש ּ  [. ֵמַהּקְּ
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and does not become absorbed 

inside of them.  

That is how it is still connected to the Source of Life and can continue to enliven 

them. 

הוּ י  ּוְלפִּ  ֶּ י ר  אוֹ א  ש  ּקִּ ְלַמְעל  ף  ַהּמַ ן  מִּ ה  מִּ

עַ  ּל  ת  ַהּדַ ֶּ י ם  ְוֵאינ    ,ם הֶּ ש  ִּ יש    , ּבוֹ ם  ַמְרּגִּ

ךְ ת  ְוַהַחּיוּ  ְמש   ּנִּ ֶּ י ם  ל הֶּ   ש  ימִּ ְפנִּ ְבל  ת  ּבִּ ע  נִּ

ּנַ"  ךְ   ,ל ּכַ יכ  ים  הֵ   ְלפִּ אִּ ְתּג  י ם  מִּ יהִּ ם  ּוַמְגּבִּ

ם ת ַעְצמ  חּוְצּפ    אֶּ ּנַ"ה ּבְ  ל.  ּכַ

Since this “Makif-encompassing 

Light” encompasses them from 

above their perception, and they 

are not aware of it, and the Life-

force that comes into them 

becomes absorbed and trapped 

into their being, therefore they 

become arrogant and pick up their 

egos brazenly. 

ינַ  ירֹות   ' יר  ַהְמַחבֵּ א  הוּ ה  ְלבֹונ    ת ּוְבחִּ   ְספִּ

  ּ ְקדּוש  י   ה ּדִּ אִּ ירֹות ר  ְלה  ְספִּ ר  ש ֶּ   ְלעֶּ

בּות  ּדִּ  א   . אְמס 

This aspect of the Levona is what 

connects the Ten Sefiros of 

Holiness to be able to shine into the 

Ten “Sefiros of Unholiness.” 

ו"א  "ֵריש   א  ְוהוּ  ַהְיינוּ   ,ְדֵעש   יַנת   ּדְ חִּ   ּבְ

י  ּקִּ ְלַמְעל  ף ַהּמַ ְכל  א הוּ  ,10ה מִּ ּטְ ל נִּ עִּ י  פוֹ "ּבְ

ְצח   ש    " קְדיִּ ּ    ַמּמ  דּוש  ּקְ  . ה ּבַ

This is the idea of the “head of 

Eisav”: It refers to the “Makif-

encompassing Light” that shines 

on them from “above,” which is 

still connected to “the chest of 

Yitzchok,” meaning it is actually 

still connected to Holiness. 

צַּ   ,ןְול כֵ  ינַ ד  מִּ חִּ י ת  ּבְ ּקִּ ו ף  ַהּמַ ֹואֵ   11ֵעש     : לש 

י  "ֵאיךְ  רִּ ְ בֶּ ת  אֶּ ן  ְמַעש ּ צַּ   "?ןַהּתֶּ ד  ּומִּ

ּיוּ  ימִּ נִּ םן  "ֵאי  : ת ַהּפְ ַמיִּ ם ש   ֵ גוּ   ש  יר  ש   פִּ  . " ו ּבְ
: 

Therefore, at that encompassing 

level of Esaiv it is possible for him 

to ask: “How do we tithe straw?”, 

even though on an internal level 

“the name of Heaven in not found 

frequently in his mouth.” 

ש ֶּ ת  ַהַחּיוּ י  ּכִּ   , ע נֹוַד   הְוִהנ    "עֶּ יר  ּבְ ְתרִּ ן  ּכִּ Now, it is known that the reason 

the Life-force from Hashem 

 
ָלה: ]  10 ַמעְּ ְתֵבי־י ד  ִמּלְּ כִּ ָלה  :2418, 1099ּבְ ַמעְּ ּלְּ ּמִ ֶׁ  [. ש 
ו: ]  11 ְתֵבי־י ד ַהנַּ   ֵעש ָ כִּ ו  : ל" ּבְ  [. ָהָיה ֵעש ָ
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בּות  ּדִּ  א  נֵ א  הוּ   "אְמס  ּפְ ַלע  י  ּכִּ י  מִּ ּב  ל  "ַחיִּ

ּנּו"י ַוְיקִּ  טו(  אֶּ כ,  ּיֹוב  ַלט    ,)אִּ ש   ר  ֶּ ֲאש  ְו"ֵעת 

ם ְלַרע לֹו" ד  א  ם ּבְ ד  א  לֶּת ח, ט( ה   . )ֹקהֶּ

becomes trapped in the “Ten 

Crowns of Impurity” is because 

“[unholiness has already] swallowed 

up a wealth [of sparks of Light from 

Tohu] and [through our Divine 

service] it will spit them back up” 

(Iyov 20:15), and as it says, “there is 

a time when someone [unholy] 

rules over someone [holy], but it is 

for his own detriment” (Koheles 

8:9), since through the holiness 

trapped in it we will ultimately 

transformed the evil itself into 

holiness. 

נֵ   א ְוהוּ  ּפְ ּצֹוצוֹ י  מִּ ּנ ְפלוּ ת  ַהּנִּ ֶּ הֶּ   ש  ם  ּב 

לַּ  ְתחִּ יַא ת  ּבִּ רִּ עֹול  ת  ּבְ יַרת ם  ה  בִּ ְ ש  ־ ּבִּ

ים לִּ ְמלֹךְ   ַהּכֵ .[  "ַוּיִּ ת  ].  לַ )  "' כו    ַוּי מ  ְ ש  לב   חַוּיִּ   לו, 

ֵאיל ְך(  . ו 

This “wealth” is from the “Sparks” 

of Holiness that fell into them at 

the beginning of creation of the 

world, when the “Keilim of Tohu 

shattered,” as it is says “and each 

‘King’ ruled and died” (Bereishis 

36:32 and onwards), refering to how 

the Keilim of Tohu ‘shattered.’ 

ַעתא  ֵחְט ת  ֵמֲחַמ ם  ְוגַ  ַהּדַ מֹו    , ֵעץ  ּכְ

תּוב ּכ  ֶּ ר   ש  ֵספֶּ ְלגּ   ּבְ י ַהּגִּ  . 12ם ּולִּ

Additionally, a wealth of Sparks of 

Holiness fell into unholieness from 

the Sin of the Tree of Knowledge, 

as it is written in Sefer HaGilgulim 

(chapter 2). 

ךְ  ְמש   ְך נִּ יכ  הוּ   ,13ם ּב  ת  ַהַחּיוּ ם  ל הֶּ   ּוְלפִּ ֶּ א  ש 

סוֹ   . ת ּג לוּ ד  ּבְ

This is why Hashem continues to 

bring Life into them, which is in a 

manner of ‘Exile,’ so that we can 

redeem not only the current Life in 

them, but also the past ‘wealth’ of 

Sparks that are trapped in them. 

 
ק ב) 12 רֶּ  (. ּפֶּ
ם: ]  13 ם . . ּבָ ת.  ָלהֶׁ ּיּון ְקצ  יְך עִּ רִּ ַרת כְּ  – צ  ע  ת  בֹודהֶּ ַ ּ ְתֵבי־י ד ַהנַּ "מוּ ַאְד ְקדּוש  כִּ  [.ַגם   ל:"ר. ּבְ



 

9 LESSONS IN TORAH OR 

ַמֲאמַ  ַרַז"ל ּכְ אֵ   ג לוּ א  "לֹ   :14ר  ר  ש ְ ּל א  ל  יִּ אֶּ

ֵד  י י  ּכְ י ם ֵליהֶּ עֲ ף ְלהֹוסִּ רִּ  . 15" םּגֵ

As our Sages say: “The Jewish 

People were only exiled in order to 

add ‘converts’ to them.” (Pesachim 

87b) 

ֵעש   ן  ְוכֵ  יוּ ו  ּבְ יצֹוצוֹ   ה  מוֹ   ,תנִּ יר   ּכְ י ֵמאִּ   , ַרּבִּ

ַמְע   ,ס ְואּוְנְקלוֹ  ְ   , ן ְוַאְבַטְליוֹ   י ה ּוש 

 . ְועֹוַבְדי ה 

Similarly, in Esaiv there were 

trapped Sparks of Holiness, like 

the souls of Rabbi Meir, Unkelos, 

Shmaya, Avtalyon, and Ovadya, 

who desendents of Esaiv who 

converted to Judaism and became 

great Tzadikim. 

י ה ם  ּוֵמהֶּ  יו"  ה  פִּ ּבְ ד  י    ,"ַציִּ ה  רֹוצֶּ   הְוה 

ְצח   י ק  יִּ ּמֶּ א  ְלהֹוצִּ ַעְצמוֹ   וּ נ מִּ ֹ   ּבְ ּל ֶּ ַעל  א  ש 

 . ב ַיֲעקֹ   ְיֵדי

It is because of those captured 

Sparks in Esaiv that Yitzchok was 

convinced to bless him, since he 

wanted to redeem those Sparks by 

himself through his blessing, 

without involving Yaakov. 

Even though Yitzchok new that Esaiv was wicked, he nonetheless was 

“convinced” to bless Esaiv, not because he thought Esaiv was righteous, but 

because he thought that through his spiritual blessing, he could redeem the 

Sparks trapped in Esaiv. 

ים  גַּ י ֲהֵר י  ּכִּ  ּנּו" ע לַ ּב  ל "ַחיִּ ו  ַעְכש   יאֶּ  Since, even nowadays “there is a   ,ַוְיקִּ

wealth of Sparks of Holiness 

trapped in unholiness, and through 

our Divine Service they will be 

extracted,” so Yitzchok thought that 

he could personally extract the 

wealth of Sparks contained in the 

soul of Eisav through his blessing. 

הוּ ק  ַר  ֶּ ְיֵדי א  ש  הוּ ב  ַיֲעקֹ   ַעל  ֶּ יַנת א  ש  חִּ   ּבְ

ּכ    ,א ז "  ֶּ אֹורוֹ ל  ש  ַמְעל  ת  ה  ּלְ ֶּ י ה  ש  לִּ ְכל  ם  נִּ

However, now this is accomplished 

through Yaakov, who represents 

Z’eir Anpin, where all the Lights 

 
י ) 14 חִּ ס  ְסמ  ם פז, ב. ּפְ  ל ו, א(. ְלֵעין  נִּ
ִרים: ] 15 א[. ּבִּ  ּגֵ ֹון ֵלית  אש   ְדפּוס רִּ
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ש  א  ְוהוּ   ,ּבוֹ  ְתַלּבֵ ה   מִּ יר  צִּ ּיְ י  ,ּבַ יֹומִּ ן  ּבְ

חוֹ   , ל ּדְ

of Atzilus are gathered, and this 

level becomes invested in the 

World of Yetzirah, so that it can 

interact with the mundane, 

weekday, world. 

יַנת חִּ יתֹו"  ּבְ ּבֵ ְזַקן  ר  י  ַחיֵּ )  "ַעְבּדֹו  ב(   ה ש     כד, 

ּ  ת  ְלַהֲעלוֹ  ש  ֵר ּולְ ם מִּ ּנַ"ר  ב   ל. ּכַ

This level of how Z’eir Anpin comes 

into Yetzirah and into our physical 

world is expressed in the level of the 

angel Matatron, who is called “His 

servant, the elder of his house” 

(Bereishis 24:2), since this angel is 

the “servant” of Z’eir Anpin in 

carrying out the mission of elevating 

and refining the Sparks of Holiness 

from the material world. 

ְצח    ַאךְ  צ  ק  יִּ ְהיֶּהה  ר  ּיִּ ֶּ ּלֹ ה  זֶּ   ש  ֶּ   ַעל ְיֵדי א  ש 

ְהיֶּה ק  ַר   ,א ז "  ּיִּ ֶּ ּלוּ   ש  ְתּגַ אֹורוֹ ת  הִּ ת  ה 

י  ְליֹונִּ עֶּ ֵעש   ם ה   . ַעְצמוֹ ו  ּבְ

However, Yitzchok wanted to 

redeem these Sparks from Esaiv 

without going through the level of 

Z’eir Anpin and Matatron, rather, 

he himself would reveal 

exceedingly high levels of Divine 

Light into Esaiv. 

ְנַיןא  ְוהוּ  ת   עִּ פֶּ ּבוּ   ּתֹוסֶּ אוֹ י ְורִּ  This would be a greatly additional . ר ה 

Light shining in Esaiv compared to 

what is normally shining in him. 

ֵר   16י ֲהֵר י  ּכִּ  ר  ן  מִּ ב  ַהּטוֹ ר  ְלב  יְך  ע  ה  רִּ צ 

י  אִּ ֵד ב  ר  ר  אוֹ ם  ש   ר  ְלה  ה י  ּכְ זֶּ ְיֵדי  ַעל  ֶּ   ש 

ְקלוֹ  יּצֹוצוֹ ט  יַלּקֵ וִּ ט  יִּ ַהּנִּ ל  י   ת ּכ  עִּ ּפ  ְ ש  ם  ַהּנִּ

ּמ    ה. ש  

Since, in order to separate the 

good from the bad, a great Light 

needs to shine there so that it will 

draw into itself and gather in all 

the Sparks of Holiness that were 

given over to that unholiness. 

הוּ  ֵתנוּ )  ְוזֶּ ש   ר  כח(  ּפ  ֱאלֹקִּ :  כז,  ה  ְלך   ן  ּתֶּ ים  "ְויִּ

למִּ  מַ   ט    ּ ם"ַהש     – יִּ
This is why Yitzchok’s blessing 

starts: “May Hashem give you 

 
ְתֵבי־י ד ַהנַּ   ֲהֵרי: ] 16 כִּ ֵדי   ל:" ּבְ  [. ּכְּ
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 from the dew of the heavens” (ibid. 

27:28):  

יק  א  ַטּל  א  "הוּ  י א  ְדַעּתִּ   –   " אְלז " ף  ְדנ טִּ

יַנת חִּ םַׁ"  ּבְ י  מ  ָּ  . " ש 

The “dew” is a reference to the 

“dew (flow) from Atik that ‘drips’ 

to Z’eir Anpin,” which is referred to 

as the “heavens.” 

In other words: “Heavens” is a reference to Z’eir Anpin, and the “dew of the 

Heavens” is a reference to flow of Light from the level of Atik that comes into 

Z’eir Anpin. 

Atik is a very high level, it is the essential enjoyment that Hashem has in the 

purpose of why He created the worlds of Atzilus, B’riah, Y’tzira and Asiya. 

This enjoyment is the source of their existence, like an author’s enjoyment in a 

story is the source of why he thought it through and wrote it down. 

נ ֵי"וּ  מ  ְ ש  ץ"  מ  רֶּ א  מֶּ :  (ם)ש     ה  ֶּ א  הוּ ן  ש 

ְכמ   א" ד  י סַ א  ְו"ַאּב    ,17ה ח  ַרּת  ְקר    18ּבְ א  ַהּנִּ

רֶּ     ,"ץ "אֶּ

Yitzchok’s blessing continues: “and 

[may Hashem give you] from the 

oils of the earth.” The “oil” here is 

a reference to Chochma-Wisdom 

which is compared to oil, and 

Chochma-Wisdom is expressed in 

the level of Malchus referred to as 

“the earth,” this is the meaning of 

“the oils of the earth,” the Chochma-

Wisdom that comes down into 

Malchus (earth). 

צ   יךְ ה  ְור  ִּ יַנת  ְלַהְמש  חִּ ֶּ ל  ַהּט    ּבְ ּ ן  מֶּ ְוַהש 

ְלֵעיּל א  ְיֵדי    , ּדִּ ַעל  ֶּ ְהיֶּה   זֶּה ש  ת  ַהֲעל ַא   יִּ

יַהּנִּ   . ם יצֹוצִּ

Yitzchok wanted to draw down the 

levels of “dew” (Atik) and “oil” 

(Chochma) from Above, so that 

through these he could elevate the 

Sparks of Tohu trapped in Eisav. 

מוֹ  נוּ   ּכְ א  ֶּ י   ש  ּדֶּ   ם רֹואִּ ל ַעל  ש   מ  ְך    , רֶּ

ש   מֶּ ֶּ ּ ַהש  ֶּ ש  רֶּ ל  עַ   זֹוֵרחַ   ּכְ א  חוֹ   , ץה  ם  ַהּיוֹ ם  ּכְ

As we see, by way of analogy, that 

when the sun shines on the earth, 

the heat of the day (sunlight) draws 

 
י ת ש, אוֹ   ְמאֹוֵרי אֹור) 17 עִּ  ף מח(. ס 
קּוֵני זַֹהרח, א. רנ רמח, ב. רנו, ב.  זַֹהר ֵחלֶּק ג) 18 ּקּון   ּתִּ  כא(. ּתִּ
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ֹוֵא  י   19ב ש  רֶּ ת  ַלְחלּוחִּ א  ן    , ץה  "ְוֵאד ַיֲעלֶּה מִּ

ץ" רֶּ א  ית ב, ו( ה  ִּ ֵראש   . )ּבְ

out the moisture from the earth, 

creating a mist of evaporated 

water that ascends from the 

ground. 

נֵ ן  ְוכֵ  ְפנֵ ר  ּבְ ֲאבּוק  י  לִּ דֹול  – ה ה    , ה ַהּגְ

בֶּ  ֹואֶּ  . ת ַהּנֵרוֹ ר  אוֹ ת ש 

So too, the flames of small candles 

placed next to a great torch- the 

greater fire of the torch pulls into 

itself the smaller flames of the 

candles. 

ְיֵדי ַעל  ְך  ר    ּכ  א  ְליֹונ  ה  הֶּ א  ה  עֶּ ה  ַהּב 

ת  פֶּ תֹוסֶּ ּבוּ   ּבְ ְלַמְעל  י  ְורִּ ֹוֵא   ,ה מִּ ט  ְולֹוֵק ב  ש 

יל  ּכ   יצֹוצִּ ּנ ְפלוּ ן  ַהּנִּ ֶּ  ה.  ְלַמּט    ש 

Similarly, through the revelation 

of a high level of Divine Light that 

comes with great intensity from 

Above, it draws out and gathers 

into itself all the Sparks of Holiness 

that fell down below into the 

unholiness of this world. 

ר    ַאךְ  א  ְהיוֹ   זוֹ ה  הֶּ לִּ יְך  רִּ ת ת  צ  פֶּ תֹוסֶּ   ּבְ

ּבוּ  ְייק  י  ְורִּ ינַ   , א ּדַ חִּ כ    תּבְ ר  י ה  ּבְ הִּ ֶּ א  ש 

דֶּ ה  ְלַמְעל   ּסֵ לוּ ר  מִּ ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש   . ת ַההִּ

However, this only happens when 

the Light shines with very great 

intensity, which is through a 

blessing/drawing down from 

higher than the Hishtalshelus-

Chain Like Order of Spiritual 

Worlds. 

לְּ  ֶּ לוּ ר  ֵסדֶּ י  פִּ ש  ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש  י ה א  לֹ ת  ַההִּ ו  ֵעש     ה 

ַדא  . לוֹ י ּכְ

Since, according to order of 

Hishtalshelus, Eisav isn’t 

deserving of these revelations, so 

for him to receive them Yitzchok 

would have to transcend the order 

of Hishtalshelus. 

הוּ  כְ   ְוזֶּ רֶּ ה  "ַוֲאב  ְפֵניַַׁׁכ  ֵתנוּ )   "'הל  ש   ר  ז(  ּפ    –   כז, 

ְפנֵ  ְוק   י ה" ו  הֲ י  "לִּ    .אּדַ
That is why Yitzchok said “and I 

will bless you before Havaya,” 

meaning, that specifically from a 

level ‘before’ and higher than the 

Name of Havaya (of Hishtalshelus) 

 
ֵאב: ] 19 ו  ְכַתב־י ד  ש  ֵאב   :1099ּבִּ ו  ֵדי זֶׁה ש   [.ַעל יְּ
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can he bring down these revelations 

to Eisav. 

צוֹ  ר  יה ן  ְוה  ה  ֶּ ְצח    ש  יךְ ק  ְליִּ ִּ ו  ְלֵעש     ְלַהְמש 

ֹ   ַעְצמוֹ  ּל ֶּ ְיֵדי א  ש  נֵ א  הוּ   , ב ַיֲעקֹ   ַעל  ּפְ י  מִּ

א   ר  ֶּ ְלַמְעל    אֹותוֹ ה  ש  ְיֵדי ה  ְלַמּט  ־ ה מִּ   ַעל 

יַנת  חִּ הוּ   , ה ְלבֹונ    ּבְ ֶּ יַנת א  ש  חִּ י   ּבְ ּקִּ   , ףַהּמַ

ן ּכֵ צ    ַעל  יךְ ה  ר  ִּ יַנת  ּבוֹ   ְלַהְמש  חִּ ּלוּ   ּבְ י  ּגִּ

י  ּקִּ ת ף  ַהּמַ פֶּ תֹוסֶּ ּבוּ  ּבְ  ר. אוֹ י  ְורִּ

Why did Yitzchok want to draw 

down this revelation to Esaiv 

directly, not through giving this 

blessing to Yaakov to transform 

Esaiv? Because the way he saw 

Esaiv was ‘from above to below,’ 

he saw him on the encompassing 

level of Levona, which on that 

encompassing level he is still holy, 

therefore, he wanted bring down 

addition intense revelation into 

that Makif level so that it should 

have an overpowering effect on the 

internal/conscious level of Esaiv and 

turn him around to holiness. 

ה  זֶּ ּב  ה  ע  ט  קֹום  מ  ל  ּכ  מִּ ו    ,ַאְך  ֵעש   ֵאין  ֶּ ש 

ם ַעל ְיֵדי ַיֲעֹקב  י אִּ ינ ה זֹו ּכִּ ְבחִּ ַדאי ּבִּ  . ּכְ

However, he made a mistake in 

this regard, since Esaiv cannot 

actually be elevated/transformed 

from this Makif-encompassing 

level, rather it is only possible 

through Yaakov. 

ַהַחּיּות  י ה  ה  ם  אִּ ֶּ ש  י  פִּ ּלְ ֶּ ךְ   ש  ְמש   ל    נִּ אֶּ

ו ַחס  , ֵעש   ַלע  ּב  ם ־יִּ ּקֹדֶּ מִּ ּכְ לֹום  אֹו    ,ְוש  

לּום  ו ּכְ יַנת ֵעש   חִּ ּבְ ְהיֶּה מִּ ּלֹא יִּ ֶּ  . ש 

Since, what would have actually 

happened if Yitzchok revealed the 

intense Light into Esaiv’s Makif 

would be one of two possibilities: 

One possibility is that the Life from 

the supercharged Makif would 

become absorbed into the 

unholiness of Esaiv, just as in the 

past that the Life from the Makif 

became trapped in Esaiv, or the other 

possibility is that it overload Esaiv 

to the point that he would stop 

existing (i.e. he would die.) 
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ֵהא   ּיְ ֶּ ל ש  כַָּׁ"ֲאב  ְ פ  ה  א    אְלאָּ ְנהֹור  א לִּ ֹוכ  ֲחש 

א יְתק  ירּו ְלמִּ ם ַעל    ,"ּוְמרִּ י אִּ ר ּכִּ ְפש   י אֶּ אִּ

   , ְיֵדי ַיֲעֹקב

However, that the “darkness itself 

should be transformed into Light, 

and the bitterness itself should be 

transformed into Sweetness” is 

only possible through Yaakov.  

ה" ז    ּ ְקדּוש  ּדִּ י דוֹ   , א  ַעל  ֶּ ו    ש  ֵמֵעש   ֵרר  ְתּב  יִּ

ה ְכל  ְויוּ   ּ ְקדּוש     .ל ּבִּ

Since his level is Z’eir Anpin of 

holiness (Atzilus), through his 

aspect of Divine service Eisav can 

be refined and included into 

holiness. 

ְס ְול כֵ  ת ַיֲעֹקב  ן הִּ ְרּכַ ן ְלבִּ ק ּגַם ּכֵ ְצח  ים יִּ ּכִּ

ךְ   . ַאַחר ּכ 

That is Yitzchok retroactively 

approved of his blessing Yaakov 

instead of Esaiv when he realized 

who it really was. 

מַ ו  ּוְלֵעש    ּנֵה    : , לט(ם)ש     רא  נ ֵי"הִּ מ  ְ ש  ץ   מ  רֶּ א    ה 

ַׁ"  –" 'כו   ַמנֵּ מ  ְ ְקצָּת  –   " יש  ַמנֵּ   מ  ְ ב  ּוְלַיֲעקֹ )   ,20י ש 

מַ  ַמנֵּ ו ַׁ":  , כח(ם)ש     רא  ְ ש  ת  – "  י מִּ פֶּ תֹוסֶּ א"  ּבְ ַהְיינוּ   ,ו( ו    ּדְ

י  ְמצִּ ּתַ א  ת  מִּ ְ ש  מֶּ ר  ַהּנִּ ֶּ ּ ש  ךְ ן  מִּ ְמש   ּנִּ ֶּ ל  אֶּ   ש 

רֶּ  א  ְהיֶּה  ם  ש     ,ץ ה  ךַָּׁ"יִּ ב  ָּ לט(ם)ש     "מֹוש   ,   –  

יַנת חִּ יּות   ּבְ ימִּ נִּ    .ּפְ

Afterwards, when he actually 

blessed Esaiv, he said to Eisav: 

“See now, from the fatness of the 

earth shall be your dwelling,” 

(whereas to Yaakov he said “and 

from the fatness of the earth shall be 

your dwelling,” meaning he gets 

more than that), meaning that he 

only receives from the residue of 

the fatness of the earth, that will be 

Esaiv’s “dwelling” on a conscious 

and revealed level. 

י ם" מ  ָּ ש   ה  לַׁ ט   ֶּ (  ם)ש     "ו מ  ךְ ב  ַיֲעקֹ ל  ש  ַ   יּוְמש 

ן   ְלך   ּכֵ ם  "  ֵאינוֹ ל  ֲאב    ,ּגַ ּל א  לַׁאֶּ ,  (ם)ש     "ֵמעָּ

ַהְיינוּ  יַנת  ּדְ חִּ י   ּבְ ְלַבד ף  ַמּקִּ ן )   . ּבִּ ּכֵ ֵאין  ֶּ ּ ש    ַמה 

ַיֲעקֹ  ּתֶּ   – בּבְ    .( "ְלךַָּׁן "ְויִּ

The verse of Esaiv’s blessing 

continues: “And from the dew of 

the heavens above” of Yaakov, 

referred to as ‘the heavens’ the some 

of his “dew” will also reach you 

(Eisav), but even this will remain 

“above” and encompassing Eisav, 

(whereas regarding Yaakov he said 

 
ית ַרּב  ה ְראֵ ) 20 ִּ ֵראש  ה הּבְ ש   ר   סז(.   ּפ 
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“Hashem will give you – directly – 

from the dew of the heavens)”. 

ְתַנא ֲעב"י  ּובִּ ת   ַׁ יךָּ ח  אָּ תַׁ מ(ם)ש     "דוְַֹׁוא   ,   –  

ְהיֶּה  ּתִּ ֶּ יַנת  ל אֶּ ל  טֵ ּב    ש  חִּ ַעל ְיֵדי   ,בַיֲעקֹ   ּבְ ֶּ   ש 

ְהיֶּה ּי    יִּ ְוק    יה ֲעלִּ ּנַ" א ּדַ  :   .ל ּכַ

Even this Life that Eisav receives 

from Yaakov is on condition that 

“you will serve your brother,” 

meaning, that he will be 

subservient to Yaakov, since 

specifically through him can Eisav 

be elevated to holiness. 

 

 Chapter 2 )ב( 

ה ָּ תּוב  ְיבֹוא    ְוַעת  ַהּכ  יַׁ" ר  נ  ב ְ ַׁ ֵריח   ְרֵאהַׁ

'    :"כו 

Now we can explain the verse 

before the blessings: “See that the 

smell of my son is like the smell of 

the field that Hashem has blessed 

(Gan Eden).” (Bereishis 26:27) 

נֵּ י  ּכִּ  ְצח  ה  הִּ צ  ק  יִּ יךְ ה  ר  ִּ יַנת   ְלַהְמש  חִּ   ּבְ

י  ּנַ" ה ּוְלבֹונ  ף ַמּקִּ    , ל ּכַ

Yitzchok wanted to draw down an 

intense Makif-encompassing Light 

of the Levona to Eisav,  

כ  ל  ְוכ   ְיֵדיא  הוּ ה  ַהְמש   ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל אַ   ַעל 

ּנֹוד    ע. ּכַ

and the process is that for any 

downward flow of Light and 

revelation, there first needs to be a 

corresponding elevation from 

below, as is known. 

נֵּ  כַ ה  ְוהִּ ֶּ ד  ַמ" ת  ְלַהְמש   יּותל  ש  ימִּ נִּ י  ּדַ   ּפְ

ַהֲעל ַא  יַנתן  ַמ"ת  ּבְ ְבחִּ יּות  ּבִּ ימִּ נִּ    .ּפְ
Now, to draw down a flow of Light 

from Above that can be 

internalized, it is sufficient for 

there to be an elevation from below 

on an internal, conscious level. 

כַ  ְלַהְמש   ל  ֶּ ד  ַמ"  ת ֲאב  י ל  ש  יְך  ף  ַמּקִּ רִּ צ 

ְה  ןן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל ַא   יֹותלִּ ּכֵ ם  יַנת   ּגַ ְבחִּ   ּבִּ

י   ף. ַמּקִּ

However, in order to draw down a 

flow of Light from Above in an 

unlimited, encompassing manner, 

the elevation from below also 

needs to be from an unlimited, 
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encompassing aspect of the 

recipient. 

For example: Imagine someone’s student is his son. He has two type of 

relationships with him: On an internal, intellectual level, and on an 

encompassing, parental level. If he wants to give him intellectually by teaching 

him, he needs his son to be engaged intellectually, and if he wants to give him 

on a parental-bond level, he needs to engage him on a more encompassing, 

father-son level. 

נֵּ  הוּ   , ןַמ" ת  ַהֲעל ַא א  הוּ   ֵריחַ   , הְוהִּ ֶּ א  ש 

יַנת חִּ בּורוֹ א  ְוהוּ  , חֹוֵזר ־ ראוֹ   ּבְ  . ת ֵמַהּגְ

Now, “smell” represents a type of 

elevation from below, a “reflected 

Light,” which comes from the 

severity and intensity of the object,  

מוֹ  י   ּכְ רֹואִּ ֶּ ּפ   , םש  ּתַ ֶּ תוֹ   ּוחַ ש    ּבוֹ ן  ֵאיק  מ 

מוּ ק  ַר   ,ֵריחַ  ח  י ל  ְוכ  ץ  הֶּ רִּ ב  ם  ַהּדְ

י  יפִּ הֶּ   ֵיש  ם ַהֲחרִּ ז   ֵריחַ ם  ּב   ק. ח 

as we see that a sweet apple doesn’t 

give off as much smell as a sour 

apple, and sharp/spicy foods give 

off a stronger smell than sweet 

foods. 

ֶּ י  ְלפִּ א  ְוהוּ  י א  הוּ ן  ַמ"ת  ֲעל אַ הַ ש  ירּורִּ ם  ּבֵ

יצֹוצוֹ  ּנִּ ּנ ְפלוּ ת  מִּ ֶּ יַרת ש  בִּ ְ ש  ים ־ ּבִּ לִּ  . ַהּכֵ

This is because the “smell” 

represents the elevation from 

below from the refinement of the 

Sparks of Holiness that fell with 

the “Sheviras HaKeilim-

Shattering of the Vessels” of Tohu. 

כ  ן  ְול כֵ  ְצוֹ ל  ּבְ ֱאמַ א  לֹ ת  ַהּמִּ   "ֵריחַ ר  נֶּ

יחוֹ  מוֹ   "ח נִּ נוֹ ּק  בַּ   ּכְ  ,  תְרּב 

 

That is why regarding most 

mitzvos it does not say “a pleasing 

‘smell’ for Hashem” which is 

stated only in regards to 

Korbanos-offerings. (See Bamidbar 

28:2) 

הוּ  ֶּ ְיֵדיא  ש  י  ַעל  ֲעלִּ ּמַ ֶּ ש  ן  ש  ֵהמ    נֶּפֶּ ה  ַהּבְ

ךְ  ְתַהּפֵ ְכל  ה  ְועֹולֶּ   ּומִּ ַמְעל    ֵאש  ּב  ל  ְונִּ ּלְ ֶּ  ה. ש 

Since through the Korbanos the 

actual soul of the animal becomes 

elevated and transformed into 

spiritual ‘fire’ i.e. revelation, from 

Above. 



 

17 LESSONS IN TORAH OR 

נֵּ  ֵר   , הְוהִּ י  יחַ ה  ִּ ש  ת  אֶּ ב  ֵמש   Now, we find that strong smells   .ַהּנֶּפֶּ

can revive a person. 

ַהְיינוּ  ֶּ ה  ַמ   ּדְ ּ י  ש  ּל  ּבִּ ה  ה  יַנת ה  ְתחִּ ְבחִּ   ּבִּ

קוּ  ּלְ ְסּתַ ית  הִּ י ר חֹוזֵ ן  ַהּמֹוחִּ  . ר ּוֵמאִּ

Meaning, that when a person’s 

conscious awareness retreats back 

into the subconscious, through the 

smelling spices it draws back and 

reveals that consciousness. 

ד   א  הוּ ם  ּכְ ֶּ ְרּד  א  ש  ֵריחַ   ְוַעל ְיֵדים  נִּ א  הוּ   ה 

יר חֹוזֵ   ץ. ּוֵמקִּ

As we see in the case of person who 

is sleeping, and through the strong 

smell he wakes up. 

ַהְיינוּ  ינ    ְיֵדיל  עַ   , ּדְ ֵ ּ י ה ה  ַהש  כֶּ   ה  ֵ   ל ַהש ּ

ְעֵלם הֶּ ךְ   ,ּבְ ּכ  נֵּ   ְוַאַחר  ֶּ ש  נ תוֹ ר  יעֹ ּכְ ְ ּ ש    מִּ

נֵּ  כֶּ ה  הִּ ֵ י ל  ַהש ּ יּלוּ   ּבוֹ ר  ֵמאִּ גִּ  . י ּבְ

Since, when a person is sleeping his 

mental faculties are hidden, and 

afterward when he wakes up from 

his sleep, his mental faculties are 

fully revealed. 

ְיֵדיה  ַנֲעש   ל  ְוַהּכֹ ֵריחַ   ַעל  הוּ   ,ה  ֶּ ר  אוֹ א  ש 

ּט  ר  ַהחֹוזֵ  ּמַ  ה. ְלַמְעל  ־ ה מִּ

This is accomplished through the 

smell, which is “reflected light” 

that goes from below to above. 

הוּ  ְנַין   ְוזֶּ רּוחַ   עִּ נַ   "ַנַחת  ַמְרּתִּ י  ְלפ  א  ֶּ י  ש 

 . "י נִּ ְרצוֹ ה  ְוַנֲעש   
This is the idea regarding 

Korbanos that “there is a pleasing 

‘smell’ from them- the smell of My 

Will being fulfilled.” 

Meaning, the elevation of Korbanos is such a complete transformation from 

below to above, from physical to spiritual, which is Hashem’s Will and desire, 

this brings about the greatest revelation back into this world, just like the strong 

smell – which works from below to above – which brings a person’s 

consciousness to be revealed back into the world. 

נֵּ  י  א  לֹ   וֵעש     ,הְוהִּ יַנת  ּבוֹ ה  ה  חִּ יּלוּ   ּבְ י  ּגִּ

יּות ימִּ נִּ יּותי  ּכִּ   ,ּפְ ימִּ נִּ ּלוֹ   ַהּפְ ֶּ ְבלַ   ש  " ע  נִּ ּנַ  , ל ּכַ

Now, in Eisav there was no 

revelation of holiness on an 

internalized, conscious level, since 

his consciousness was fully 

absorbed with unholiness. 
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הוּ ק  ַר  ֶּ יַנת א  ש  חִּ י   ּבְ ּקִּ  Only the encompassing aspect of ה. ּוְלבֹונ  ף ַהּמַ

his soul, the Makif of Levona, was 

still holy. 

הוּ  ת ֵריַח    ְוזֶּ יו""ַוּי ַרח אֶּ ד  ג  יַנת א  הוּ   , ּבְ חִּ   ּבְ

י  יפִּ ּקִּ    ,םַהּמַ
This is the idea of saying about 

Yitzchok “and he smelled the scent 

of his garments”: This means that 

he perceived the encompassing 

aspect of Eisav (like garments that 

encompass a person),  

ְהיֶּ  ּיִּ ֶּ זֶּּ ה  ש  ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל ַא א  הוּ   ֵריחַ ה  מִּ

יךְ  ִּ י   ְלַהְמש  ּקִּ ּטַ ף ַהּמַ ַמיִּ ל  "מִּ  ּ  :   ." ם ַהש 
and by focusing on the holiness of 

the encompassing aspect of Esaiv, he 

wanted to find a corresponding 

aspect that this should serve as an 

elevation “from below to above” 

be able to bring down “from the 

dew of the heavens of Above,” also 

a sublime encompassing level into 

Eisav. 

In other words, Yitzchok saw that Eisav’s only connection to holiness was in 

the deep, subconscious, encompassing level of his soul, corresponding to the 

Levona. The only way he could bring holiness into him was to connect to him 

on an encompassing level, by giving him “the dew of the heavens Above,” a 

lofty encompassing Light from Above that would bring into Esaiv’s Makif. 

The “smell of his garments” represents how Yitzchok perceived the 

encompassing aspect of Eisav’s soul, the only part of his still connected to 

holiness. 

יַח   ר  ְ ֲרַׁ"כ  רַׁב ֵ הֲַׁאש   ד   The verse continues “[the scent of his :ַׁ"ַׁכֹוַׁה'ַׁש ָּ

garments] it is like the scent of the 

field that Hashem has blessed!” 

נֵּ  דֶּ ה  הִּ יַנתא  הוּ ה  ַהש ּ  חִּ ־ ַמְלכּות  ּבְ

ילּות ּדַ  ּיֵש    ֲאצִּ ֶּ ּה   ש  ן   ּב  ּכֵ ם  יַנת   ּגַ חִּ   ּבְ

זֶּ   ש  ְויֵ  . ןַמ" ת  ַהֲעל אַ  ינֹות ה ב'  ּב  חִּ    :ּבְ

Now, this “field” is a metaphor for 

Malchus of Atzilus, (the source of 

Gan Eden). This level is constantly 

elevating itself from below to 

above to connect to a higher level 
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of Elokus-Divinity. It does this in 

two ways: 

י א'  ה   ּה ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל ַא   א הִּ ְבע  טִּ יה  ּוֵמאֵ   ,ּבְ   לֶּ

יל   ּמֵ תּוב   , א ּומִּ ּכ  ֶּ מֹו ש  ים ל, יג(   ּכְ ּלִּ הִּ "ְלַמַען    : )ּתְ

ּדֹם"  יִּ ְולֹא  בֹוד  כ  ְרך   אֵר   –   ְיַזּמֶּ י י  "ק  דִּ ר  ּת 

ְנהֹור   ּל א  א  לִּ יךְ א  ְולֹ ה עִּ כִּ '  ש     ,21" כו 

One is its “natural” elevation that 

happens by itself, as it is written 

“[Malchus of Atzilus says:] 

Therefore my soul sing to You 

[Hashem] and not be silent” 

(Tehillim 30:13), meaning that “the 

Lower Light constantly calls to the 

Higher Light and never ceases” 

(Tikunei Zohar chap. 5).  

נִּ ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל אַ א  ְוהוּ  יּותַלּפְ ַהְיינוּ   , ימִּ   ּדְ

כַ ר  ְלעֹוֵר   ו. ַהּקַ ת  ַהְמש  

This is an internal process of 

elevation, through which it 

awakens a revelation of the Light 

of “the Kav” (an intense ray of the 

Infinite Light as it shines down into 

the Order of Worlds). 

ּיּועַ ן  ַמ"  ת ַהֲעל אַ   ְוֵיש   סִּ יְך  רִּ צ  ֶּ   ש 

ְלַמְעל   ֵאי   , המִּ ֶּ ּה   ּכֹחַ ן  ש  ן  ַמ"ת  ְלַהֲעלוֹ   ּב 

ּה   .  ֵמַעְצמ 

There is another type of “elevation 

from below” which depends on 

assistance from Above, since the 

levels below do not have enough 

power by themselves to awaken 

this type of revelation.  

יַנת א ְוהוּ  חִּ הוּ  ,ףי ַמּקִּ  ּבְ ֶּ יַנת א ש  חִּ יּלוּ   ּבְ י  ּגִּ

רּוךְ   סֹוף ־ ֵאיןר  אוֹ  ַעְצמוֹ   הּוא־ ּב  ַהּקַ )  ּבְ ֶּ ו  ש 

י  ל  ם ְמקוֹ  ְלתֹוךְ ר ֵמאִּ ח   . ( ַעְצמוֹ ל הֶּ

This is the revelation of the Makif-

encompassing Light, which is the 

actual Infinite Light of Hashem 

which shines into the worlds 

through “the Kav.” 

This encompassing, Infinite Light, comes into the “space” of the world 

seemingly by itself, but also in connection to the “elevation from below.”  

This means: Before the world was created there was no actual created beings 

to create an “awakening from below.”  

 
קּוֵני זַֹהר) 21 ּקּון  ּתִּ  ה(.  ּתִּ
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However, the fact that Hashem decided to shine His Infinite Light and create a 

world was because He perceived the great enjoyment, He would have from our 

service of Him in this created world.  

So, our service of Hashem indirectly (and retroactively) “caused” Hashem to 

want to create us in the first place by revealing His encompassing Infinite Light. 

This is the meaning of saying that the Makif-encompassing Light cannot be 

“awakened” and drawn down directly through our service, but it also requires 

Hashem’s assistance that what we do now should work retroactively before we 

even existed. 

ֶּ ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל אַ  יַנת ל  ש  חִּ יּות   ּבְ ימִּ נִּ א  הוּ   ּפְ

ינַ  חִּ ּה   תּבְ ֵאר  ֶּ   "ּבְ ְרי  ל  ש  הוּ   , "םמִּ ֶּ ן  ַמְעי יא  ש 

י  ַהּנֹוֵבעַ   . ו ֵמֵאל 

However, the “elevation from 

below” on an internal level is 

represented by “the Well of 

Miram,” which was a wellspring 

that flowed by itself. 

A wellspring flows up from underground by itself without any assistance of 

people digging it. 

Similarly, the revelation from Above of Hashem’s “Memalei-Permeating 

Light” resulting from our “elevation from below” happens by itself, meaning 

it is a “direct” result of our actions. 

נֵּ  ן  , הְוהִּ ּכֵ ֵאין  ֶּ ּ ש  ֶּ ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל ַא   ַמה  ל  ש 

י  ּקִּ יב ף  ַהּמַ תִּ י  תֻחּקַ )  ּכְ ֵאר  ח(כא,  "ּבְ רּוה   :  ֲחפ 

ים  רִּ ם    –   "ש   ְכרּו ש   קַׁ"ַוּיִּ ְצחָּ ְבֵדיַׁי  ֵאר"   ע    ּבְ

ֵתנוּ ) ש   ר   .כו, כה( ּפ 

Now, this is not the case regarding 

the “elevation from below” needed 

to reveal the Makif-encompassing 

Light, as it is written: “there is a 

well that was dug out by princes” 

(Bamidbar 21:18), and in our verse 

“and the servants of Yitzchok dug 

out a well there.” (Bereishis 26:25) 

ְצח  י  "ַעְבֵד  כוֹ ן  הֵ   "ק יִּ יַנת  ת  ַהְמש   חִּ ּבְ מִּ

הּוא   ֶּ ש  ק  ְצח  ריִּ יּקַ בֹות   עִּ א  יַנת  ,22ה  חִּ ּבְ   מִּ

ינ  "ּבוּ  אנִּ ְדַקְרדוּ א  צִּ ר  ְמקוֹ   –   23" ית 

בּורוֹ הַ  תּוב   . תּגְ ּכ  ֶּ ש  מֹו  ְעי ה  )  ּכְ ַ טז(ְיש  י    :סג,  "ּכִּ

The “servants of Yitzchok” 

represent revelation from the 

aspect of Yitzchok, who (in one 

sense) brought out the essence of 

the Forefathers, since he 

 
 ט, ב(. צ   זַֹהר ֵחלֶּק ג) 22
ְסמ  ה  ְראֵ ) 23  ן לט, א(. ְלַקּמ  ן  ַהּנִּ
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הַׁ ָּ ת  ינּו"   א  בִּ  represented the idea of “the Lamp .  א 

of Darkness,” meaning the source 

of “Severity.” This is expressed in 

the phrase “for you [Yitzchok] are 

out father…” (See Yeshaya 63:16). 

One of the main features of our forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov, 

is the fact that they empower each and every Jew to serve Hashem in their daily 

lives.  

In this context, the aspect of Yitzchok, the ability to elevate ourselves from 

below to above, is the essential factor.  

The aspects of Avraham and Yaakov represent our ability to reveal Hashem 

from Above to below through Mitzvah performance and Torah study.  

However, Yitzchok represents our ability to elevate ourselves in prayer, and to 

discover how Hashem is truly find hidden in ourselves, in our Divine essence, 

and how Hashem is hidden everywhere in everything. 

This ability to reveal how Hashem is hidden in us, and in a different sense how 

He is hidden in the world, is the main service of Hashem, in a certain sense.  

The purpose of the creation of the world is to make a dwelling place for Hashem 

in the world, and from the world itself, not merely as something superimposed 

on the world. Rather, that the world itself should reflect that its true purpose 

and nature is to be a dwelling place for Hashem.  

This process of making ourselves and the world a “dwelling” for Hashem in 

the truest sense depends on the aspect of Yitzchok, of elevation from below to 

above. 

יב ן  ְול כֵ  תִּ ֵתנוּ )  ּכְ ש   ר  יבּו רֵֹעי ְגר  כו, כ(  ּפ  ].   ר : "ַוּי רִּ

ם" .[   יִּ  ,  ֵלאמֹר ל נּו ַהּמ 

Therefore, it says: “And the 

shepherds of Gerar fought with 

the shepherds of Yitzchok, saying, 

‘the water belongs to us!’” 

(Bereishis 26:20) 

יַנת  חִּ ּבְ ֶּ י   ש  ּקִּ ךְ   ף ַהּמַ ְמש   ם  ֲאֵליהֶּ ם  גַּ   נִּ

ְלַמְעל   ֵאינוֹ   , המִּ ֶּ ְבלַ   ש  מוֹ ע  נִּ יַנת   ּכְ חִּ   ּבְ

יּות ימִּ נִּ ּל הֶּ   ּפְ ֶּ ּנַ"ם  ש   ל. ּכַ

The reason for this misunderstanding 

was the fact that they were also able 

to receive from the Makif-

encompassing Light. This is 

because the encompassing Light 

isn’t absorbed in them in a way 
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that affects them, as we explained 

above regarding Eisav. 

We said before that the encompassing aspect of Eisav -the Levona- was holy 

and could receive life from the encompassing aspect of holiness. It was only 

the internal aspect of Eisav that was totally removed from holiness. 

Since on the encompassing level, even unholiness can receive life from 

holiness, that is why the shepherds of Gerar claimed to own the “water,” 

representing the flow of life from holiness. 

הוּ  ֲר   ְוזֶּ ר ּבֵ ֶּ י "ה""ֲאש  ֵתנוּ ) כֹו ֲהו  ש   ר   This is the meaning of saying that   – כז, כז( ּפ 

the “garments” of Eisav have the 

smell of the “Field that Hashem 

blessed,” meaning the life from 

Hashem’s aspect of Malchus of 

Atzilus, since the “garments” are the 

encompassing aspect (the Levona) 

and can receive life from Malchus in 

an encompassing manner. 

הוּ  ֶּ ּיּועַ   ַעל ְיֵדיא  ש  ְלַמְעל    סִּ ּנַ" ה מִּ -Since this revelation of the Makif :   . ל ּכַ

encompassing Light comes mainly 

from the assistance of a revelation 

from Above, therefore it is 

accessible to all, even to unholiness. 

ה   הְוִהנ    זֶּ ל  נַ א  הוּ   ּכ  סוּ ת  ֲהב  י  ְלפִּ ק  ַהּפ 

ְעּתוֹ  ֶּ   ּדַ ְצח  ל  ש  י  ,ק יִּ ֵהבִּ ֶּ ֶּ ן  ש  וש  י    ֵעש   ה  ה 

נ י  ו.  ְלפ 

Now, the way this verse was 

explained until now was from the 

perspective of Yitzchok. He 

thought that Eisav was standing 

before him when he smelled his 

garments and said: “See the smell of 

my son, it is like the field that 

Hashem has blessed.” 

ֱאמֶּ   ַאךְ  י ה ת  ּבֶּ ר  ְיבֹוא    ְוֵאיךְ ב.  ַיֲעקֹ ה  זֶּ   ה 

ינ ה  חִּ  ? בַיֲעקֹ ל  עַ   זוֹ  ּבְ
However, in truth it was actually 

Yaakov that was standing before 

him at that point. How can we 

explain this concept, of “the smell 
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of his garments, in regards to 

Yaakov? 

נֵּ  ית  ה  הִּ ש  א  אִּ ְדר  ּמִּ ֵריַח    :24ּבַ ת  אֶּ "ַוּי ַרח 

יוַׁ דָּ גָּ יו"  –   "ב ְ ֹוְגדָּ יַנת   –   " ב  חִּ ֲעֵלי   ּבְ ־ ּבַ

ּוב      ,ה ְתש 

It says in the Midrash (Midrash 

Bereishis Rabah, section 65): “And 

he smelled the scent of his יו דָּ גָּ -ב ְ

garments,” the word “יו ד  ג  -ּבְ

garments” is the same letters as the 

word “יו ֹוְגדָּ  rebels,” referring to-ב 

those rebelled against Hashem 

through sin and then repented and 

did Teshuva, i.e. Baalei Teshuva. 

הוּ  ֶּ יַנתא  ש  חִּ י   ּבְ י"ּדְ   ,ףַמּקִּ כִּ ְ ש    ֵליּה ן  מ 

יר אַׁי ת   ֵחילָּ  ". ב ְ

The connection between Teshuva 

and “garments” is that garments 

represent an Makif-encompassing 

level, which can only be reached 

through Teshuva, since a Baal 

Teshuva (a person who did true 

Teshuva) “draw close to Hashem 

with greater intensity” than even a 

Tzadik, one who never sinned. 

Since a Baal Teshuva reaches such a lofty encompassing level of Hashem’s 

Light, that is why they are referred to as “garments” that surround the person. 

זֹּוהַ  ּבַ ֶּ סּוקר  ש  ּפ  ַעל  ַמר  ר  י  ַחיֵּ )  א  א(   ה ש     כד, 

א  ֵקן ּב  ם ז  ה  ים  "ְוַאְבר  ּי מִּ   : " 'ו  כ  ּבַ

As is mentioned in the Zohar on 

the verse “And Avraham was old, 

coming on in days.” (Bereishis 

24:1)  

The Zohar comments: “Even a perfect Tzadik (righteous person) needs many 

years of Divine service to truly perceive how he is coming close to Hashem, 

like Avraham who served Hashem every day of his life before attaining a 

complete connection to Hashem. 

י  אִּ יּנוּ ן  ַזּכ  אֵרין  אִּ ְתיּוְבּת    מ  יּדְ א  דִּ כִּ ְ ש  ן  מ  However, Baalei Teshuva are 

fortunate, since they draw close to 

 
ה)  24 ַרּב  ית  ִּ ֵראש  ה  ּבְ ש   ר  ַד סה.    ּפ  ֵר ת  ַאּג  יּבְ ִּ י ה  ְראֵ ב.  "ת פמאש  ְדרִּ ּי יכוּ ן לז, א.  ַסְנהֶּ ַ ּ ית  ש  ד  ג  י ו  ּבְ   – ו  ְלבֹוְגד 

י ה ְראֵ  ִּ יּדּוש   יח, ב(.  ן קִּ
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 Hashem with the innermost desire of .25' כו  

their heart and tremendous intensity;  

therefore, they can reach a closeness to Hashem in one time, one day, and one 

minute that even a perfect Tzadik cannot achieve from many years of Divine 

service.” (Zohar I 129b) 

ירּוש   כְּ ה  ְלַמְעל    : ּפֵ ּת י  ֵד מִּ ֶּ ש  ל  ּוכַ ש    ַהּנֶּפֶּ

ֵא  ֵאי  –   תש ְ ֶּ יַנת   לוֹ ן  ש  חִּ לִּ   ּבְ י י  ּכְ כִּ  ל.  ְלה 

Meaning: A Baal Teshuva attains 

a love for Hashem that is more 

than his soul can contain, since he 

has no ability to limit and process 

it. 

י  ה ּוְכַמֲעש ֶּ  ַרּבִּ רּדְ ז  ְלע   An example of this is the story of .26אְרַדּי י ּדוּ ן  ּבֶּ   אֶּ

Reb Eliezer ben Durdaya.27 

ן  ּכֵ ֵאין  ֶּ ּ ש  ה    ַמה  ַאְבר  א  ם  ּבְ "ּב  יב:  תִּ ּכְ

ים"  ּי מִּ יַנת  –  ּבַ חִּ לִּ   ּבְ  .  ' כו   ּוְלבּוש  י ּכְ
This is not the case regarding 

Avraham, where is says “he was 

 
א,  ֵחלֶּ )  25 ה  "ב:    , טקכק  ּוב  ְתש  ּדִּ אֵריהֹון  מ  ינּון  אִּ ין  אִּ .  ַזּכ  ְרעּות  .  ּבִּ ֲעַלְייהּו  ֵכי  ְ ש  מ  ינּון  א  ־ אְואִּ ּב  לִּ יר  ּדְ ַיּתִּ

ְתְק  אּוְבֵחיל א ַסְגי א ְלאִּ א ְלַמְלּכ  ב  ְרּגּום:    ."ר  הּתַ ּוב  ש  ֲעֵלי ַהּתְ ם ּבַ ֵריהֶּ ְ ים ֲעֵליהֶּ . .    ַאש  כִּ ְ ְרצֹון ַהּלֵב  ְוֵהם מֹוש  ם ּבִּ

לֶּךְ   ,יֹוֵתר ֵרב ַלּמֶּ ְתק   . (ּוְבֹכַח ַרב ְלהִּ
ה 26 ה ז ר   יז, א(.  )ֲעבֹוד 

27  In the Gemara (Avoda Zarah 17a), it describes the story of Eliezer Ben Durdaya. 

He was on an extremely low spiritual level, and was completely given over to only 

fulfilling his coarsest material desires. At one point he came to the realization that 

he had completely distanced himself from Hashem, seemingly to the point of no 

return.  

When he realized that he was Jewish, but had utterly distanced himself from 

Hashem through his total involvement in material (and forbidden) desires, he 

became completely shaken to the core. He truly regretted his path of life and the 

unholy things he was involved in, and he cried bitterly from the depths of his soul. 

His Teshuva was so intense that he in fact died from the overwhelming experience 

of wanting to change his entire life and give himself over completely to Hashem. 

When he (unfortunately) died from the intensity of this experience, his soul was 

allowed to enter Gan Eden, and he was given the title ‘Rabbi.’ 

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi (author of the Mishnayos) said about him: “It is possible 

for a person to acquire a portion in the World to Come in one short amount of 

time.” 
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coming with ‘days’ [i.e. garments of 

Mitzvos, referred to as ‘days’],” 

meaning that his Mitzvos created 

garments that were limited and 

able to be processed by the soul, 

enabling the soul to perceive 

Hashem’s revelation in Gan Eden. 

ַא  זֶּ ן  ַמ" ת  ְוַהֲעל  הוּ   ,ה ּכ  ֶּ יַנתא  ש  חִּ י   ּבְ   , ףַמּקִּ

נֵ א  הוּ  ּפְ ְתּבֹונֵ י  מִּ ּמִּ ֶּ   סֹוף ־ ֵאין ת  ְגדּולַּ ּבִּ   ןש 

רּוךְ  ַעְצמוֹ   הּוא־ ּב  ְכבֹודוֹ  ּבְ   , ּובִּ

In order to affect an “elevation 

from below” to reveal this type of 

Makif-encompassing Light, a 

person should contemplate the 

greatness of the Essence and Being 

of the Infinite One:  

י"י  ּכִּ  יתִּ נִּ י "ה לֹא ש   י ֲהו  י ג, ו(  "ֲאנִּ כִּ י  )ַמְלא  תִּ   , ב ּכְ

ץ  ק  ַר  רֶּ ם "הֹודֹו ַעל אֶּ יִּ מ  ן  . .    ְוש   רֶּ ם קֶּ ַוּי רֶּ

ים קמח,  "'כו   ְלַעּמוֹ  ּלִּ הִּ  . יד(יג־)ּתְ

That “I Hashem have not 

changed,” through the process of 

Creation, as it is written (Malachi 

3:6), since He is still the only True 

Existence, just as before, since it is 

only “His Glory that is on earth 

and heaven, but His essence is 

reserved for his people.” (Tehillim 

148:13-14) 

א  ְקר  יַנת  ְונִּ חִּ ַעל   ּבְ ה ־ ּבַ ּוב  ש  י  מִּ ף  אַ   ּתְ

ֵאי ֶּ י דוֹ ת  ֲעֵבירוֹ ן  ש  ל  עַ ק  צֹועֵ ק  ַר   ,28ּבְ

ירוּ   .  ' כו  ד  ַהּפֵ

One can reach this level of being 

called a “Baal Teshuva,” even if he 

hasn’t committed any sins, rather 

his “Teshuva-Return to Hashem” is 

only expressed in his crying out to 

Hashem from the fact that he feels 

so separate and removed from 

Hashem’s Light and revealed 

closeness. 

יַנת א  ְוהוּ  חִּ י  , "ֵריַח" ּבְ הִּ ֶּ ן  ַמ"ת  ַהֲעל אַ א  ש 

יַנת  ְבחִּ י   לִּ יךְ   , ףַמּקִּ ִּ יַנת   ְלַהְמש  חִּ י   ּבְ ף  ַמּקִּ

This “elevation from below” to 

reach the Makif-encompassing Light 

in the manner of a Baal Teshuva, is 

 
ּב  ה  ְראֵ ) 28 ַ  ג, א(. קנת ש 
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ְלֵעיּל א ם ּדִּ ַמיִּ  ּ ל ַהש  ּטַ  the idea of the “scent of his : ." 'כו    "מִּ

garments,” i.e. an elevation from 

below (smell) to the encompassing 

level (garments), which draws 

down the encompassing Light 

from Above, as mentioned in the 

blessing of Yitzchok “from the dew 

of the Heavens etc.” 

י  ַאךְ  בִּ ה ּכ  ן  ְלה  זֶּ א  הוּ ב  ַיֲעקֹ א  ַוֲהלֹ   ,ל 

יַנת  חִּ ּ    ּבְ י   – ה  ְקדּוש  כִּ ה  י   ּוְבל או  כִּ ְמש   ם  נִּ

אֹורוֹ ל  ּכ    ּבוֹ  י ת  ה  ְליֹונִּ יךְ אֲ   –  םעֶּ ין ־ רִּ   ַאְנּפִּ

א  א־ְוַאּב  יּמ  ּנַ"  ְואִּ  ל.  ּכַ

However, we still need to 

understand this better: Since 

Yaakov is the realm of holiness, so 

automatically all of the Lights 

Above should flow into him, the 

levels of Arich Anpin, and 

Chochmah and Binah etc., so why 

does he need this “awakening from 

below” to receive these Lights? 

Regarding Eisav, we understand that he needs to do something out of the 

ordinary to be able to receive Hashem’s encompassing Light, since he doesn’t 

deserve it. But Yaakov already deserves to receive all the Lights from Above, 

so why does he need to “prepare delicacies” and other measures in order to 

receive the blessings from Yitzchok? 

כ    ַאךְ  ר  י ה  ַהּבְ ת א  הִּ פֶּ תֹוסֶּ ּבוּ   ּבְ י  ְורִּ

כ   ְלַמְעל  ה  ַהְמש   דֶּ ה  מִּ ּסֵ ר  מִּ

לּות ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש  ֵאינוֹ   ,ַההִּ ֶּ ךְ י  ְלפִּ   ש    ֵערֶּ

לּות ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש  ֵד   , ַההִּ ְהיוֹ י  ּכְ ֵתנוּ ) ת  לִּ ש   ר  : כז, כח(  ּפ 

ירַׁ" ְות  ןַׁ גָּ ד ָּ ַׁוְַֹׁורֹבַׁ ת  ֲהל כוֹ   ֵאּלוּ   –  "ש 

ְתלַ   ,ת ְוַאּג דוֹ  ּנִּ ֶּ וּ ש  ש  י  ּבְ ִּ ְלבּוש  ּיִּ ם  ּבִּ מִּ ְ ים  ּגַש 

ד    – סֶּ חֶּ ים ּבְ עִּ ' ְזר     .כו 

The idea is: This blessing from 

Yitzchok was revealing intense 

multifaceted Lights from Above 

the Order of Hishtalshelus 

(spiritual chain of Worlds), that are 

incomparably higher than 

anything already revealed in the 

Order of Hishtalshelus,  as 

mentioned in the blessing: “An 

abundance of grain and wine,” 

which represent dimensions of 

Torah, Halachos and Agadata, 

which are invested in material 

matters, such as Hashem’s 

attribute of Kindness expressed in 



 

27 LESSONS IN TORAH OR 

the Mitzvah of giving physical crops 

to the poor etc. 

ה   ל ַהּתֹור  ּיֹות    – ְוֵכן ּכ  ּפּוֵרי ַמֲעש ִּ 'סִּ ְוֵכן    ; כו 

ים יאִּ ים  ; ְנבִּ ֹוְפטִּ ֹון    ; ש  ְמש  ִּ ְדש  ה  ַמֲעש ֶּ

ּלֶּ  הּופִּ ְבע  ּגִּ ּבַ ש   ה    ; גֶּ ַמֲעש ֶּ ל  ּכ  ְוֵכן 

ים ל כִּ גְּ   ; ַהּמְ ּבַ ֶּ ּיֹות ש  ּפּוֵרי ַמֲעש ִּ א ְוסִּ ר    –   מ 

נ א ח  ר  ּבַ ר  ּבַ ה  ַרּב  ן    29ּדְ   ַהּכֹל   – ְודֹוֵמיהֶּ

ה  ן סֹודֹות ַהּתֹור  הֶּ ז ּב     .ְמרּוּמ 

Similarly, everything in the Torah 

(the Chumash) is written in a way of 

a story, as well as: The stories of all 

the prophets and the judges; the 

story of Shimshon; the story of the 

concubine of Giva; the stories of all 

the Jewish Kings; the stories of the 

Gemara, like the stories of Rabah 

Bar Bar Chana and similar 

stories; all of these stories hint to 

the mystical secrets of the Torah 

that are hidden in them. 

ּדֶּ וְ   ךְ ַעל  ְצֹות   רֶּ ַהּמִּ ה  ַמֲעש ֶּ ן  ּכֵ ם  ּגַ ה    : זֶּ

ַעל ְיֵד  ֶּ ה ְולּול ב ש  ין    ,י סּוּכ  יּלִּ ית ּוְתפִּ יצִּ ְוצִּ

ֵאי אֹור  ַכת  ַהְמש   ְהיֶּה  יִּ ים  ּיִּ מִּ ְ סֹוף  ־ ן ּגַש 

רּוךְ  ַמְעל ה ־ ּב  ּלְ ֶּ ש  ה  ַמְעל    הּוא 

לוּ  ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש   ת. ֵמהִּ

Similarly, all of the action of the 

Mitzvos: Through the physical 

Sukka and Lulav, Tzitzis, and 

Tefillin, the Infinte Light of 

Hashem is drawn down from 

beyond the Order of Hishtalshelus. 

Both the revealed dimension of the Torah and physical Mitzvos draw down the 

Infinite Light of Hashem that is beyond all worlds, and bring it into seemingly 

simple matters, such as stories and physical objects. 

פִּ  ּלְ ֶּ ךְ י ש  לוּ ר ְוֵסדֶּ  ֵערֶּ ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש  ּי  בַּ ת הִּ   יה ֲעש ִּ

   ו  ,ד ְמאֹ ם  ְמצּוְמצ  ת  ַהַחּיוּ 
Since the nature and capacity of 

the Order of Hishtalshelus as it 

comes down into the creation of 

the World of Action (the physical 

world) is extremely limited;  

ְכֵד  י י   ּבִּ ּי אִּ ֶּ ֵאיןב  ר  ר  אוֹ ר  ש    סֹוף ־ ֵמאֹור 

רּוך ַעְצמוֹ   הּוא ־ ּב  ְכבֹודוֹ   ּבְ ַעל  א  הוּ   ,ּובִּ

ְצח    ְיֵדי ְייק  ק  יִּ הוּ   ,אּדַ ֶּ ש  א  ש  רֶּ ֹ   ש 

therefore, in order that abundant 

Light from the Infinite Light of 

Hashem should shine there, this 

needs to come specifically through 

the aspect of Yitzchok, who 

 
א) 29 ְתר  א ּב  ב   עג, ב(.  ּב 
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בּורוֹ  ינ  "ּבוּ   –  30ת ַהּגְ אנִּ ְדַקְרדוּ א  צִּ   , "ית 

הוּ  ֶּ ּד    ו "ַק א  ש  ּמֹוֵד   , "ה ַהּמִּ ֶּ ְהיוֹ ד  ש  ת  לִּ

כ    , 'כו   31ם ח 

embodied the “Source of 

Severities,” the “Lamp of 

Darkness,” which is also called 

“the ‘Kav’ (line) of Measuring,” 

which measures out and limits the 

Light so that it come into the level 

of Wisdom and other attributes. 

  ּ ש  ךְ   םּומִּ ְמש   פֹות  נִּ יּלוּ ר  אוֹ   ּתֹוס  ם  גַּ י  ְוגִּ

ּי  בַּ  ית  יה ֲעש ִּ מִּ ְ  . ַהּגַש 

Through these “severities” of 

Yitzchok, an additional measure of 

Light and Revelation can also be 

drawn down even as far as the 

physical world of Action. 

הוּ  ן ְלך  ה    ְוזֶּ ּתֶּ יםַׁ"ְויִּ יַנת ם  גַּ   –  "ֱאלֹק  ְבחִּ   ּבִּ

ְמצוּ     . ם צִּ
This is the meaning of the blessing: 

“And He will give to you, Elokim 

(Hashem as manifest in severity), 

from the dew of heaven etc.,” 

meaning that the blessing will also 

come down into the limitations of 

this world.  

ֵא  ן"י  ְוק  ּתֶּ יַנתל  עַ   "ְויִּ חִּ י "   ּבְ מוּ ה  ֲהו  א  ר  ה 

ּפ  ה  ְלַמְעל   ֲר "אֲ  : סּוק ּבַ ר ּבֵ ֶּ  . "ה'כֹו  ש 

When the verse says “And He will 

give,” this refers to the level of 

Havaya that was mentioned in the 

previous verse: “[See, the smell of 

my son is like that of the field] that 

is blessed by Havaya.” 

In other words, the blessing is ultimately coming from Hashem as He is 

manifest in the Name Havaya, which represents unlimited capacity for 

revelation.  

However, since it is so unlimited, it must come through Hashem’s aspect of 

Elokim, representing limitation, so that it should be able to come down into our 

world. 

 
ש  ] 30 ת:  ַהּגְּ ש  רֶׁ ְכַתב־י ד   בּורו  ת  :1824ּבִּ בּורו  ר ַהּגְּ קו   [. מְּ
ְכַתב־י ד  ָחָכם: ] 31 ָמה.   :1824ּבִּ ְכַתב־י ד  ָחכְּ ה זֹו[.   1099ּבִּ יב  א ּתֵ  ֵלית 
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לִּ ת  זֹא ם גַ ף ְואַ  ְעּתוֹ י  ּבְ ֶּ   ּדַ ְצח  ל ש   Besides for this unlimited blessing   ,ק יִּ

needing to come through the name 

Elokim, it also needed to come to 

Yaakov without Yitzchok knowing 

who he was blessing.  

יך   ק  ַר  חִּ א  א  הַׁ"ּב  ְרמָּ מ  לה(ם)ש     "ב ְ י    –  ,  אִּ ֶּ ש 

ר ְפש   ש    אֶּ ְתַלּבֵ יַנת  ְלהִּ ְבחִּ עַ   ּבִּ  . ת ַהּדַ

Rather, as Yitzchok afterward told 

Eisav, “your brother came in 

stealthily and took your blessing” 

(Bereishis 27:35). This is because 

the blessing is from such a high level 

that it could not come limited in a 

revealed conscious awareness. 

ְני   ְמרוּ ן  ּוְכעִּ א  ֶּ ְזכּות  ו  "ל א  :32ש  ְלי  א  ּבִּ א  ּתַ

ת   יּלְ ּל א א  מִּ ל    אֶּ ְלי  א  ְבַמּז  ת  א  ּתַ יּלְ    , "אמִּ

This is similar to what the Sages 

said (Moed Katan 28a): “[the flow of 

blessings into the material world] is 

not dependent [solely] on one’s 

merits, but [mainly] on Mazel (a 

lofty spiritual force).”  

ְנַין י  ּכִּ  ְזכּות    עִּ ךְ א  הוּ   "א"ּבִּ ֵערֶּ י    ְלפִּ

לּות,  ְ ְלש  ּתַ ְ ש  אוּ   ַההִּ ְך ר  ּכַ ֶּ  ,לוֹ י  ש 

This is because a person’s merits 

allow him to receive what he 

deserves from Hashem’s Light as it 

already is revealed in the Order of 

Hishtalshelus.  

ן  ּכֵ ֵאין  ֶּ ּ ש  ל    ַמה  ַמּז  ה  ְלַמְעל  א  הוּ   " א "ּבְ

ךְ  י ֵערֶּ פִּ ּלְ ֵאינוֹ ף  אַ   מִּ ֶּ אוּ   ש   . 'כו  י ר 

This is not the case regarding the 

“Mazel,” i.e. the flow of Light from 

beyond the Order of Hishtalshelus is 

not dependent on a person’s merits, 

since it is from a level “higher” 

than being affected by a person’s 

actions in this world.   

 
ט  ד  מֹועֵ )  32 נֵ "ן כח, א:  ק  ְזכּות    אל    יּוְמזֹונֵ י  ַחיֵּ   י ּבְ ְלי    אבִּ ת    אּתַ יּלְ ּל    אמִּ ַמזּ ל    אאֶּ ְלי    אּבְ ת    אּתַ יּלְ ק  ֵחלֶּ ר  זֹהַ   ."אמִּ

ינ ן,    ,אקפ א,   נִּ ּת  א  ּד  ְוַעל  א.  ת  ּלְ מִּ ְלי א  ּתַ ַמזּ ל א  ּבְ ּכֹּל א  נֵ א:  ּל א ּבְ אֶּ א  ת  ּלְ מִּ ְלי א  ּתַ א  ְזכּות  ּבִּ ל או  ּוְמזֹוֵני  י  ַחּיֵ י 

א ת  ּלְ ְלי א מִּ    (.דוֹ ְוע ז, ב רנ זַֹהר ֵחלֶּק א . ְבַמזּ ל א ּתַ
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The flow of Light from beyond the order of Hishtalshelus is even above the 

calculation of a person’s merits, which is a logical calculation of what someone 

should receive.  

Therefore, it can only be expressed in something beyond conscious logic and 

awareness, the “stealth” of Yaakov to receive the blessing without his father’s 

conscious awareness. 

י   יְך  ה  ְוה  רִּ זֶּ צ  ֵעץ  א  ֵחְט ן  ְלַתּקֵ   –ה  ל 

ַעת  י    33ַהּדַ ה  ֶּ ן ה  ש  ְרמ    ַגם ּכֵ מִּ ּתוּ   ה ּבְ ֶּ י  ּופִּ ל  ש 

ש   י דוֹ   ,נ ח  ַעל  ֶּ ְתגַּ   ש  מוּ נִּ ְ עֹול מוֹ   ש  ת  ה 

ּיוּ ב ֵעירוּ ה  ְוַנֲעש    מִּ ְ ּיוּ ת  ּגַש  נִּ רּוח    ; 34ת ּבְ

This was also needed in order to 

correct the Sin of the Tree of 

Knowledge, that was also caused 

by deception and trickery, i.e. that 

of The Snake, who tricked Chava 

into eating the fruit of the Tree of 

Knowledge, which caused all of the 

worlds to become spiritually 

coarsened and affected that 

unholiness connected to 

physicality should mix with 

spiritual holiness. 

ש   ה  זֶּ ן  ּוְלַתּקֵ  ּפּוךְ ה  ע  ּפּוךְ ל  אֶּ   ֵמהִּ   , הִּ

יךְ  ִּ ְמש  ּיוּ   ְוהִּ נִּ י ת  ְואֹורוֹ ת  רּוח  ְליֹונִּ עֶּ ם  ה 

ְהיֶּ  ּיִּ ֶּ ךְ   הש  ְמש   ּיוּ ם גַּ  נִּ מִּ ְ  ת. ְלַגש 

To correct this, he (Yitzchok) did 

just the opposite, by drawing down 

lofty spiritual Lights to shine even 

in the physicality of the world, that 

are so intense that they can refine and 

separate out the holiness that was 

mixed into the physicality. 

This lofty blessing contained Lights that are from higher than the Order of 

Worlds, that are so high that they can come down even to the lowest physical 

level and refine it. 

 ֶּ ּ ש  ן ַמה  ּכֵ ּלוּ   ֵאין  בֵּ א  לֹ   אִּ ב  ֲעקֹ יַ ל  קִּ

כוֹ  ר     ,תַהּבְ
This refinement of physicality 

would not have occurred if Yaakov 

did not receive these blessings;  

 
ש  ה ְראֵ ) 33 ת ַהּקֹדֶּ רֶּ ּגֶּ ן אִּ ימ  ַרַח"וא, ב. קמ בֵחלֶּק   זַֹהר ז.  סִּ אוֹ א  הּוב    ּוב   ם(. ש   ה  ַהַחּמ  ר  ּבְ
קּוֵני זַֹהר) 34 ּקּון  ּתִּ  מ(.   ּתִּ
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י   ךְ   ה ה  ְמש   נִּ ק  ַר ה  ַהּתֹור  ן  מִּ   נִּ רּוח  ת  ּיוּ ּבְ

מוֹ ד  ְלבַ  הוּ   ּכְ ֶּ ַעל    –   הְלַמְעל  א  ש  ּה  "ְוַכּד 

ַׁ ה  ְכמָּ קֹום  ]   "'כו    ש   מ  ּבְ ֵאר  ְתּב  ּנִּ ֶּ ש  מֹו  ּכְ

   .35[ ַאֵחר 

rather, the Torah would only have 

been drawn down into spiritual 

levels that exist Above the physical 

dimension. This spiritual level of the 

Torah is hinted in the verse “and 

[Rivka went to the well to draw 

water, and] her ‘כ ד-jug’ was on her 

shoulder,” as explained elsewhere. 

The word ‘ַכד-jug,’ a vessel for containing drawn water, has the numerical 

value (gematria) of 24. This represents the 24 Books of the Tanach (Torah, 

Neviim, Kesuvim). The Torah is a “vessel” for Hashem’s Infinite Light that is 

drawn into it. 

The shoulder is the part of the body closest to the head. By saying that the ‘ַכד-

jug’ was on the ‘shoulder,’ this represents the way that Torah exists ‘next to 

the Head,’ meaning close to its source in Hashem, on an exalted spiritual level. 

The goal is that this ‘ַכד-jug’ of Torah knowledge should come down from the 

‘shoulder’ and ‘Head’ and be poured down until it reaches our physical world. 

This process of enabling the Torah to reach our physical world was connected 

to Yaakov receiving the blessings of Infinite Light higher than the Order of 

Worlds, which are so powerful that they bring the Light all the way down to 

the physical world. 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ּבוּ ף  נֹוסַ ) 35 ּקּוטֵ  הְראֵ . 1824ך מִּ כ  ה  תֹור  י לִּ ר   . ה צה, ד(ּבְ



 

LESSONS IN TORAH OR  32 

Sponsored by: 

Rabbi Roberto and Margie Szerer, 

in loving memory of 

Gladys Szerer-Sarah Bat Shalom Z''L 

Victor Sasson-Victor Chayim Ben Saul Z’’L 

Enrique Szerer-Hersh Ben Aryeh Meyer HaCohen 
Z’’L 

Andrea Szerer-Leah Bat Chayim HaCohen Z’’L 
*** 

Did you enjoy this maamar? Please consider partnering in this 

project making Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to many hundreds 

of people every month in a way they can understand, this will be 

great zechus for you and your family! 

To partner by giving monthly (or one time) go to 

www.DonorBox.org/Learnchassidus 

To view previous maamarim translations, go to 

www.LearnChassidus.com 

To place a hakdasha in an upcoming maamar, contact me 

avraham.t.katz@gmail.com , 

612-968-1229 

Every maamar from the entire Torah Or/Likutei Torah with 

nekudos and punctuation is available on: 

www.ChassidutBehirah.com  
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