


To honor and commemorate the 30th

anniversary since the Rebbe established
Agudas Chasidei Chabad of the Former
Soviet Union 72m M°Tna 7720 °7°01 DNTIAR
0°nyi in Kislev of 5751 (1991)— the last 701
to be officially established under the personal
and direct leadership of The Rebbe as nnn
KDY 1MIR PO MXWI — we present the
following publication ¢ In the summer of
1991, while in Russia fighting for the return of
the Seforim, we were able to retrieve the KGB
file of Reb Levik. The file, which contained
the details of his arrest, also included a picture
of Reb Levik and letters from Rebbetzin Chana
to Beriya (mw n»), head of the KGB at the
time of Reb Levik’s arrest.

We, the members of the delegation, Rabbis
Aharnov, Kogan, Levin and myself, [appointed
by the Rebbe as the sole representatives of
Agudas Chasidei Chabad of Russia] made a

gorel to choose who would have the zechus to
bring Reb Levik’s files to the Rebbe and my
name was drawn. (Rabbi Aronow joined me
on the trip, as it was extremely dangerous to
travel out of Russia with these files).

On the 5th of Elul 5751, we arrived at 770 and

I told one of the Mazkirim that I intended

to give the file to the Rebbe. After Mincha,

we ran to Gan Eiden Hatachtoin and waited

by the Rebbe’s door for the Rebbe to arrive.

When the Rebbe arrived, he smiled, opened
up the door, and told us to come in.

We went into the Rebbe’s room and I handed

the Rebbe the KGB file on his father. The

Rebbe looked through the file and I could see

immense pain in the Rebbe’s eyes when he

looked at his father’s picture and I could feel

the Rebbe’s aggravation as he read his mother’s
letters to Beriya (ow nw).



After looking through the file, the Rebbe
looked up at me and said:
1°°1 0190 *7T IR Y37 TV IX 10N LOORI 17 AnHY”
1P 177 7IRT TR 012w 11770 11D MEH K PR 2w
“27 X 19K DD 1T 1ART V21 MW7
[Shloime you should know that every

moment that the seforim are in captivity is a

mitzvah of pidyon shvuyim mamosh, I do
not need to tell you any droshois, you are a

rav yourself]

I took a deep breath and said:
7Y LYXN, 07700 7 1VayI2 VORNYA LR 2707 IR
“ORIIYI AIXD OXT
[If the Rebbe had wanted to bring the books,
[the Rebbe] would have had long ago]

The Rebbe looked up at me very sternly and said:
“U2TVM T VO 1T 2PW PR DR
[What is this shloime? do you suspect me?!]

I then replied:

NX1771,07310 1R 1DW OXN,PT8 NNX Y7 %27 °7 IX VANT”
PRI DD X WLNIRIPY PXOLYI IR uHAY
“.A7129yvYD
[It is said that the Rebbe the Tzemach Tzedek,
whose name is Menachem, and “he will
comfort us’, sits in Lubavitch and conducts in
Petersburg]

The Rebbe smiled and you could on the
Rebbe’s face that he accepted what I had said.

I then told the Rebbe that my son Mendel is

getting married on Chai Elul and the Rebbe

instructed me to go back to Russia since there

is still time until the wedding. The Rebbe

added that it is already possible to conclude

the subject of the Seforim and that Moshiach
will be here by then!

On Hei Teves 5752 and during the last Hei Teves

farbrengen (7th of Teves, Shabbos ) that we were

791 to hear from the Rebbe, the Rebbe explained
why the Seforim is a matter of wnn 0w o !

WATIM PR (T2IXAT? 012w 177D 1D MI»w °7) Iy T
PV IYTIR T 0200 NID 02w NPT 13 YA TN
S“P1TD OYT PR 120 PR 72N

The Rebbe addressed the significance of nav
to us in our time:

3w MmN oM 17797 NAR 7I8NN-MIXD NINA 8.«
“...0°w 11797

NYWa PR (DAY 712) 07190 7 PO 117D MHw 07 1N,
YOX IX) DPTMRA 0100 T PID TD OYT LA OXT
“I1PTD YT PR IRI JOIRN YIPYN (3100 YIWNIN

We need to remember how the previous
seforim were freed and do what we can to free
the seforim currently captivity in Russia. The
freedom of the Seforim of nav 1is not complete
until all rest of the Seforim are free and
returned to their proper place, the Bais Agudas
Chasidei Chabad in 770 Bais Rabeinu!

So what can every person do to help? The
Rebbe addressed this question during the
Shabbos Farbrengen:

11D WM PPTD OYT P TR 08 IRD IRIYIVIY? (YR ORI
“... 70D X TYDLIY YT X 20°¥DA 1IN 07190 *7

The Rebbe explained that our efforts to show

regard for Jewish holy texts has an effect

on the redemption of the captive seforim.

Accordingly, any Torah that we learn from any

Sefer brings Geulas Haseforim; the same with

buying new Seforim and giving Tzedakah in
their honor.

The Rebbe, on another occasion, also clearly

stated that Moshiach is connected with the

return of the Seforim: »7 10> [yIRD 1% VAP AVHY”
“IYPRIIY MWH V1) 0100

May we achieve our goal of the liberation of

the Seforim, etc. along with the liberation of

the entire world with the coming of Moshiach,
with the Rebbe taking us out of galus now!

Until then the battle continues on all fronts,
and all with the approval of the Rebbe.

These fronts include our battles in the Russian

and American Courts, lobbying members of

the Senate and Congress, getting the White
House involved, etc.

Of note is the passage of the FREEDOM
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Support Act of 1992 by the US Congress.
Acting  Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger denied the Russian State Library,
formerly the Lenin State Library, assistance
under the FREEDOM Support Act. He made
this decision as a policy matter, based on the
Russian State Library’s continued possession
of the Schneerson Library. In so doing,
Acting Secretary Eagleburger noted that the
U.S. Government was committed to seeing
the Schneerson Library transferred to its
rightful owners and had raised the issue with
President Gorbachev and President Yeltsin.

November 6th 2020 we had an incredible
miracle regarding the Rebbes oan> oo
o¥om. About 10 years ago, the US District
Court in Washington DC had ordered the
Russians to return all the Seforim but they
refused to do so. The Court then issued
sanctions against the Russians for their refusal
and awarded Chabad an interim judgment
allowing Chabad to collect these sanctions
from any Russian owned assets in the US.
However, when Chabad began serving
subpoenas to ascertain what assets the
Russians had here the Russians filed a motion
to quash the subpoenas. Now Judge Lamberth
(who has been on the case since the beginning)
issued an order denying the Russian’s motion.
In his unprecedented 54-page ruling, Judge
Lamberth goes into detail about all the issues
in this case and why his ruling is correct.

Now the Shluchim fighting to get back the
Rebbe’s seforim have a powerful tool to use.
Of course, it is not the assets of the Russians
we want, but the osom 0°an> o100 themselves.

EAC...

RABBI BORUCH SHLOMO CUNIN

TR AW 2 MHWI 270
DAY 927 DT TN YT0R DTN 120
MDY IAR 2




NINTER

OF 1982 (5TH3)

It was a little after 8:30 PM on
a Sunday night in California.
Mr. Jerry Weintraub, an
American film producer, was
just getting into bed, after
packing his suitcase for a
flight to Russia early the next
morning. It was supposed to
be a routine trip with his new
business partner, Dr. Armand
Hammer. The morning of his
departure, he got a call from
— then United States president
- George H. Bush, who asked
from him a favor. Bush wanted
him to meet various people
in Russia for government
purposes as well. Meeting
Russian refuseniks was then
added to the itinerary.

Jerry Weintraub relates: “I
turned on the TV and flipped
around. I happened on a cable
access channel I'd never noticed
before. The picture was grainy
and washed out, a synagogue
seen through a stationary
camera. The hall was filled
with hundreds of men in black
coats and hats listening with
rapt attention to a bearded
man. He was speaking Yiddish
- I didn’t understand it, but
they had someone interpreting
it - I suddenly realized that
this was the Rebbe of Crown
Heights. Next, I realized he
was talking about me. I'm not
exactly sure how I realized

this. He never mentioned my
name or anything like that, it
was just clear.”

LR WUWYIR WT OXN L
PIV TP OIX LYRNYR NN
PR MIN M JYRYIONIR YN YN
T LR VX’ Y IR I“IRY YYD
TD O°1°1Y 13 YA JYANTIIND
PIRT IV IR D4IIRY ,0NWI DY
PR - JVAITIIND 7 - JYXI OXT

Farbrengen in 770, Rabbi
Shlomo Cunin took a glance
around to see if there are any
guests at the Farbrengen whom
the Rebbe could be addressing,
but failing to comprehend,
he quickly refocused on the
Rebbe’s voice.

The next morning, Rabbi
Cunin received a phone call

The Rebbe recites a Maamer at the 19 Kislev
5743 Farbrengen

0 1 TYTN2INRD 11777 *°7 X1 07371V
“LOPPYTR

[...for this is what Hashem
wanted, that everything should
be taken from its potential to
actuality. How much more so,
that if he uses his connections
for things of physical purpose,
how much more he must use
them - these connections -

in things that are connected
with Yiddishkeit.]

A A 4

Thousands of miles away, at
the Rebbe’s Yud Tes Kislev

from his biggest philanthropist
and chairman of the Telethon
- Mr. Jerry Weintraub.

“Cunin!” says Weintraub, “Tell

the Rebbe that what he said

yesterday to me, 'm going to
do whatever he wants!”

“First of all, Mr. Weintraub, I
don't talk to the Rebbe,” said
Rabbi Cunin, “Second, you have
to give me more information.”

“The Rebbe will know exactly
what I'm doing!” Weintraub
replies.
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“But I dont know! I need
something to be able to tell him!”

“Cunin! The Rebbe knows!”

“Make it easier for me. Says
Rabbi Cunin.

“I was watching TV last night,
switching the channels when all
of a sudden the Rebbe is talking
to me. The Rebbe said that
those with connections need to
use them... Tell him I'm ready!”

Armed with relatable
information, Rabbi  Cunin
decided to ask Rabbi Krinsky to
relay all that transpired to the
Rebbe when he drove the Rebbe
home from 770 that evening.

Rabbi Cunin related: “At
Mincha, the Rebbe was staring
at me. Nothing unusual at
that time. After davening,
Rabbi Groner came over to me
quietly. “Take the elevator up to
the third floor, and go down the
wooden stairs, he tells me, ‘the

»

Rebbe wants to see you.

The Rebbe was standing in
Gan Eden HaTachton with a
big smile.

YIVTIR .J072 TIRDOIT PR JIRT”
VIYIIIRD VYT 02ID0 °T IX JUOKRA
IN O UPRT PR OIVAR JYIRNYA
PR LPIRD YT 0°IDD IWIVINR
019D JUII R LRI IRIVIPN
ORM VDRI TIYHIR 0O W
VT YT VM DWR LRI W
NIRTD PR [2°0177 DORPINK]
“9°3717 DYDY

[Things in Russia are changing.
Others hold that the seforim
were already burnt but I hold

that our seforim exist, and
Weintraub has a good friend.
His name is Armand Hammer,
and he has connections with
both sides [the Americans and
the Russians], and we need to
accomplish something]

“.77 XD X OX7” the Rebbe

said, handing Rabbi Cunin

some dollar bills, oy vOYx”

X JINT DRT 7Y 73 0YY3 0T jaya
“7ow AN1D7

[This is for you... [and]

this you should give him

[Weintraub] so he should have
a complete recovery]

Rabbi Cunin excitedly told
the Rebbe that Weintraub had
called that morning, saying that
he is ready to do everything the
Rebbe wanted of him - to which
the Rebbe smiled broadly.

“That’s how the Shlichus of the
seforim began,” Rabbi Cunin
would recall years later.

*o0

A central part
of the Nesius
of the Chabad

Rebbeim,
starting  from
the Alter
Rebbe, was
accumulating
seforim for
the Chabad

library. Today,
the library
of Agudas
OFL Yo 's T 1%dde, i
Chabad holds
a staggering
2390, OO0
seforim,

including rare first prints

and special editions. But

less commonly known is the

amount of missing seforim,

today in captivity in Russia,

that once were in the hands of
our Rabbeim.

The significance of the library
in general goes back to the
imprisonment of the Alter
Rebbe, in which the government
confiscated hundreds of the Alter
Rebbe’s seforim to go through
them and ascertain whether he
was plotting against the Russian
government. These seforim
were returned upon his release
from prison. The Alter Rebbe
amassed hundreds of seforim,
which, when considering the
situation in Russia at that time,
was quite a large collection. The
Alter Rebbe’s library was a seed
that would blossom into one of
the most unique libraries in the
Jewish world.

During the Nesius of the
Tzemach Tzedek, the library’s
existence was threatened.

fry Weintraub does Hagbah’i?ldtf:-

Rebbe’s presence. Circa 5745 (198




During this time period, fires
in Lubavitch were a common
occllitence. 4 @ilestich Jhire
took its toll on a large amount
of seforim, damaging a major
portion of the library.

Each of the Rebbeim made their
unique contributions to the
library, and undertook varying
methods of organizing it. This
was  important, especially
considering the vast spectrum
of topics which it contained.

The importance of the library

is emphasized by the attention

the Rebbeim showed to it. The

library played a great role in

the history of Chabad. It was

treated like an only child, with
great love and care.

Likewise, In the words of
the Rebbe Rashab, shortly
before his Histalkus: 3 X’
TR XY 0°an3 07 PR PR PR
“1”X [I am going to Heaven,
but the writings I leave for
you], thus highlighting even
further the level of importance
the Rebbeim ascribed to the
seforim.

In 5674 (1914), dark clouds of
war loomed over White Russia,
as the bordering German army
prepared to attack. Reports
began flooding in, and as the
days wore on, the horrible
oppression of the German army
toward Jewish communities
became public knowledge.

In Tishrei 5676 (1915), with the
situation continually becoming
more dire, the Rebbe Rashab
made the decision to move
from Lubavitch to the city
of Rostov. The epicenter of

Chassidus Chabad for over one
hundred years would need to
be left behind. The matter was
no simple one and it entailed
much toil, both physically and
spiritually, with transportation
largely by horse and buggy.
In addition to the fact that
Russia was then a war-torn
country, World War I was at
its climax. All of this made the
transportation of the library,
e, shp ICECRaN*| "y,
considering its
size, a nearly
impossible feat.

Approximately
a month before
the planned
departure, plans

ADVANCED

Translation Services

a special wagon to a storage
house located in Moscow,
owned by the famous Chossid
and Gvir Reb Zalke Persitz,
with the intention to recover
them as soon as conditions
permit. The second part of the
library was the collection of
Kisvei Yad so dearly cherished
by the Rebbeim, as well as 60 or
so other essential seforim. This
container was to travel with

An order in 1920 from the Soviet Government to quickly move
the Rebbe Rashab’s confiscated seforim to a museum.

(illegible) Department of Education
{illegible) Museum
(illegible) 1920

were underway MANDATE

to determine To Comrade P.S. Popov

Where tO Store Pursuant to the Emergency Order received from the Department of Scientific Libraries |

the library. A City’ operating under the auspices of the People’s ('ommiltct‘ on Education, the a\c?mllun.\h:l |
2 Board of the State Rumyantsev Muscum hereby authorizes you to transfer the entire

nearby Wlth g Safe Library of former Persits and Schneerson, currently stored at 4 B, Kazachy Pereulok, to |

storage house the Book Depository at the State Rumyanisev Museum immediately upon receipt of his

was needed, Mandate.

safe from the Chairman of the Academic Board: Golitsyn

invading army, Academic Secretary: A. Vinogradov

as  well from

natural  causes

such as water e AmeE e

and fire damage.

After much

searching  they

found such a

location, and

the library

was split into .
two. The bulk fronte
of the library, ael
containing p-16207
around 12,000

seforim,  were

packed into

containers and
transferred by
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6T HAS WATCHING TV
LAST NISHT, SNITCHING
THE CHANNELS WHEN ALL

the seforim returned.
Letters were written to
different departments
of the government, and
finally, permission was

Russian State Library’), making
the release of the seforim all the
more complete.

A major part of the

given. However, the complications was caused by
fact that the seforim a Librarian named Shmuel
uF ﬂ SUDDEN THE REBBE were stored on a second Eizenshtat. Beinga firm Zionist,

IS TALKINS TO ME. THE
REBBE SAID THAT THOSE

WITH CONNECTIONS
NEED TO USE THEN..

TELL HIM I'N READY!??

the Rebbe Rashab to Rostov on
Sunday, the 16th of Cheshvan
of that year.

The three years following after
the move from Lubavitch, it was
impossible to get the seforim to
Rostov, due to the War. Rostov
was controlled by the Germans,
and Moscow by the Bolsheviks.
Reb Zalke Persitz, the owner of
the above-mentioned storage
house, suddenly became sick
and passed away in 5679 (1919),
leaving all his possessions
seized by the government.

Soon after, on Beis Nissan
5680 (1920), the Rebbe Rashab
passed away. With the seforim
still in the hands of the
Bolsheviks, the job of retrieving

floor and weighed a
lot made the cost of
the transportation
extremely high. A
large sum of money
was needed for the
transfer to be made.
Considering the
conditions of those
times, with a war-torn
country and poverty so
prevalent, the amount
needed was impossible
to raise.

Meanwhile, the government
transferred the thirty-five crates
of seforim to the largest library
in Russia, the Rumainstev
Library (later renamed ‘V.I.
Lenin State Library of the
USSR’ from 1925 until 1992,
when it was renamed ‘The

a-¥ A DVANCED

Translation Services "

MANDATE

he desired to take revenge on
the Chabad dynasty, which was
known for their opposition
to Zionist beliefs. He went to
the department heads of the
library and persuaded them
not to return the seforim;
the justification given to the
Frierdiker Rebbe was that it
was too great of a loss to return
the collection, and that they
had no permission from their
superiors to return the library.

*00

Agudas Hatmimim was an
organization founded on the
directive of the Frierdiker Rebbe
in 5685 (1925). Its purpose:
to unite the Lubavitcher
Bochurim in America.

It didn’t take long for this small
organization to become the
leading organization of the
Rebbe’s activities in America,
meriting hundreds of letters
from the Rebbe as well as
exact instructions as to how
everything should be run.
[The Agudah later played a

Teapyw. Lysed Yuenan
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the seforim was given over to
the Frierdiker Rebbe.

ener wen B Co
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Many efforts were made by
the Frierdiker Rebbe to have
An official order for the Museum’s Librarian
to move the entire collection of seforim to
sealed storage.



major role in the release of the
Frierdiker Rebbe from prison
in 5687 (1927).]

Just a few short months after its
founding, the Agudah decided
to join the battle. They heard
of the great agmas nefesh the
Frierdiker Rebbe was having
from the situation of the
seforim, and they wanted to
help. The response received
from the Frierdiker Rebbe on
Yud Beis Tammuz 5686 (1926)
made it official, and the newly
created Bais Rebbi was now an
organization dedicated to fight
for the release of the seforim.

The letter reads:

770°03 3, Y7717 197K IWK NX”
maR nomy ,“31-n°3,, 77an
PINWn? onivn WX 0w
JMRR P37 YW 07507 NAwna
TR, YT 04331 74729131 P4
TNR? (P10 °“DY XPW) MYV INPDI
737 ,X1POXMI 0°71DD AOIX *Nan
A9 T2 1M 1 ARy WA
’J DX K .AT2 1DNNW WK
INRD LN NP KOPN DN
0222117 19K DRD RIP AT 127w
“I1aR 197

[Regarding the establishment of
the organization “Bais Rebbi’,
dedicated to retrieve the Rebbe
Rashab’s seforim, which were
taken by mistake (illegally) to
one of the library’s in Moscow.
To such lofty feelings, I give
my full respect to all those
participating in it. For me
there is no doubt that they will
succeed, being that it is coming
from those which treasure the
Rabbeim’s memory.]

Further on in the letter, the

Frierdiker Rebbe instructs the

organization to get people of

stature involved in the matter,

thus bringing greater respect to
the whole case.

Many of the efforts by Bais

Rebbi are documented, telling

the story of a battle with no

success, being pushed away

time and time again by the
Soviet regime.

o0

Slowly but surely, the new Soviet
government started issuing
new laws against Yiddishkeit
and eventually all public
display of religion was banned.
This resulted in the start of
the Chabad underground
movement, which made it their
priority that every city has a
cheder and mikvah, together
with all the other necessities of
a frum yid.

As is now well known, the
government soon caught on,
and being that the Frierdiker
Rebbe was leading the way, on
the 15th of Sivan 5687 (1927) he
was arrested, eventually leading
to his expulsion from Russian
shores. Just before leaving
Russian soil, the Frierdiker
Rebbe made it clear to the
Russians, that he will not leave
without his seforim and kisvei
yad kodesh, and in addition
he will not allow a censor to
examine the books. Finally
the frierdiker Rebbe received
permission to take with him all
the seforim from the Chabad
dynasty of Rebbeim, and that

the censor would only stamp
the crates of seforim.

This fact again demonstrated
that the government never
confiscated the library.
However, the Frierdiker Rebbe
was forced to leave, taking with
him only the most valuable

Customs Declaration made for the seforim
by the Frierdiker Rebbe in 5687 (1927).
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Kisvei Yad Kodesh. The 12,000
stolen seforim would have to
wait just a bit longer.

While in  Poland, the
Frierdiker Rebbe didn't give
up, and sent a request to Reb
Osher Rabinowitz, living at
the time in Boston, to file
requests to the American
government to put pressure
on the Soviet government.

Eventually, it made its way to

the Undersecretary Of State,

Mr. William Phillips. His
answer was short in coming:

“As you no doubt realize, in

A LIBRARY HELD HOSTRAE | G|



Letter from Maryland’s Senator Millard Tydings bringing
the plight of the Seforim to the Security of State’s attention

10
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view of the fact that Rabbi
Schneerson is not a citizen
of the United States, this
government is not in a position
to take any formal steps to
induce the Soviet government
to return to him the books and
documents in question.”

For the next five decades, in
which contact with the Russian
government was lost, doubts
crept up as to the library’s
continued existence at all, and
in all probability, there did not
seem to be any hope of getting
them back.

That is, until the Rebbe brought
it up to Rabbi Shlomo Cunin.

*o0

KISLEV
1982 (5743

Rabbi Cunin had returned to
Los Angeles with the money
from the Rebbe and was trying
to track down Weintraub.
He called all of Weintraub’s

many residencies, but
there was no answer.
After asking a friend, he
found out that Weintraub
had a hiatal hernia and
had been rushed to the
hospital. Hearing this,
Rabbi Cunin went to the
hospital upon landing in
Los Angeles.

Rabbi Cunin headed to
the emergency room,
where he asked a Russian
nurse (who knew his
colleague, Rabbi Naftali
Estulin) where he could
find Jerry Weintraub.

“There’s no one here under
that name,” she said.

“Did someone come in
for a hiatal hernia?” asked
Rabbi Cunin.

“Ah, Zepperman?” Apparently
celebrities would check into
hospitals under false names so
the public shouldn’t find out,
“He is leaving the fourth floor
now, where he had surgery.”

Rabbi Cunin took the elevator
to the fourth floor, coming
out just as Weintraub was
being wheeled out of the
recovery room. “Give me the
Rebbe’s money, Cunin!!” said
Weintraub, opening his eyes.
“Cunin!! Give me the Rebbe’s
money!!”

How Jerry knew, Rabbi Cunin
doesn’t know.

L X X 2
A few short weeks later,
Weintraub called up Rabbi
Cunin.

Mr. Jerry Weintraub receiving a Dollar from the
Rebbe after Maariv, Elul 5750 (1990).

“Cunin, there’s a man named
Yitzchak Shamir running to
be Prime Minister in Israel,
I want to make a ‘Shabbos
Dinner’ in my house in
Beverly Hills, and have him
meet [Armand] Hammer.
Could you do the service?”

“Your house is not Kosher,
Jerry”, said Rabbi Cunin.

“But it has to do with the books!
You can speak to Hammer!”

“I am not going to sit by a non-
Kosher Shabbos dinner, Jerry”

what do
want, Rabbi?”

“Alright, you

“I'll need to bring paper plates”,
Rabbi Cunin replied.

“Paper plates in my housez!”

RebbeDrive



“Well, then we have a problem”
“Alright! One second!”

Weintraub buzzed his

housekeeper, asking for the

dishes in the basement which
were never used.

With the help of Rabbi Cunin,

a Kosher dinner was arranged

in Weintraub’s home that
Friday afternoon.

After Rabbi Cunin made
Kiddush and Dr. Hammer had
quite a lot to drink, Weintraub
took Hammer by the arm to
his office, motioning to Rabbi
Cunin to follow. Rabbi Cunin
told Dr. Hammer the story of
the seforim.

“Are you kidding?” said Dr.
Hammer, “T can get anything I
want! I can get any refusenik I
want! I come with a list of ten
people; they are waiting by my
plane when I'm leaving. Finding
and getting these books for me
is no problem whatsoever.”

!
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev (right) receiving
Armand Hammer (left) in the Kremlin.

By now it was already Shabbos,

and Rabbi Cunin had to walk

an hour and a half back to his

home, but he was uplifted.

Surely, the seforim were nearly
in their hands.

*o0

However, things were not
destined to be that simple.
There were over five years
of back and forth, with the
Kremlin claiming they didn’t
have the seforim. Even after
a list of the seforim that were
in the Rebbe Rashab’s library
was sent to the Kremlin, they
replied that no collection of the
sort is known to them. Rabbi
Cunin reiterated repeatedly to
Dr. Hammer that the Rebbe
believed (unlike others - even
in Lubavitch itself) that the
seforim do indeed still exist.
Though skeptical, Dr. Hammer
continued to pressure the
Russian Government, sending
them lists of seforim that
were part of the “Schneerson

Collection” - but to no avail.

It was the beginning of Kislev
5748 (1988) when Rabbi Cunin
wrote to the Rebbe suggesting

that perhaps a delegation
should travel as doctor
hammers guests to Russia,

as all diplomatic attempts at
finding the seforim were, until
now, unsuccessful. The Rebbe
agreed and tasked Rabbi Cunin
in putting together a team of
people to make the trip.

Dr. Hammer contacted the
Russian government, saying,
“we both know that the books
don't exist, but in order to get
them off both of our backs, let’s
humor them and let them come
to Russia and see for themselves.”

A few months before, in the

Summer of 1987, Rabbi Yosef

Friedman visited Russia for the

biennial Moscow International
Book Fair.

That year he was invited
to a special tour of the V.I.
Lenin Library. Knowing the
importance of the lost seforim,
he asked Rabbi Sholom Ber
Levin to see a list of some of
the most unique and prized
seforim in the collection. At the
Library, Rabbi Freidman asked
to see the librarys catalog.
To his great joy, twelve of the
missing seforim were indeed
on the list of the Library’s
antique books. He wrote down
those seforim which he found
on a small notepad, and upon
his return to the United States,
submitted the list to the Rebbe.
The Rebbe, in turn, told him
to share the information with
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those who were making the trip
to Russia for the purpose of
rescuing the Seforim.

These 12 seforim were unique

and could have only come

from the Lubavitch Collection,

providing proof that the

seforim were indeed being held
in Moscow.

Rabbis Nissan Mindel (for
his knowledge of the Russian
language) and Sholom Ber
Levin (for his knowledge of
seforim, as chief Librarian of
the Chabad library in NY) were
chosen to go with Rabbi Cunin.

The Friday before their trip

Rabbi Cunin sent in to the

Rebbe the three passports and

visas, the Rebbe inturn sent

three bottles of Mashke and

three packs of 18 dollars to the
three Shluchim.

Till this point the trip to Russia
was top secret, that is until the
Shabbos Farbrengen; where
the Rebbe spoke about the
importance of Pidyon Shvuyim
of seforim belonging to a
Tzaddik, explaining how great
the zchus is of those involved
in trying to return these holy

possessions  to
their ~ proper
place. The
Rebbe also
offered an
opportunity
for  everyone
else to help, by
saying Tehillim
and giving
Tzedakah.

During the
Farbrengen, the
Rebbe turned
to Rabbis Cunin and Levin,
motioning for them to say
Lchaim on a full cup.

Rabbi Cunin recalls: “Since the
trip was of such secrecy I didn’t
tell my Rebbetzin where I was
going, let alone for how long, so
right after shabbos I ran to call
my Rebbetzin to tell her about
the Shlichus before she would
find out from someone else”.

* o0

It was Sunday, the 20th of
Teves, 5748 (1988), the day of
the group’s planned departure
to Russia. Rabbi Mindel was in
his Long Island home packing

UPON ARRIVAL INMOSCOW, THEY NERE ASSIANED A
AN NAMED ANDREI IVANOVICH KASIANENKOD WHO
SPOKE PERFECT ENSLISH AND WHOSE PURPOSE,
OSTENSIBLY, HAS TO AID THEM THROUSHOUT
THEIR TRIP. I'T WAS QUITE APPARENT, THOUSH,

THATHE WAS A K.9.B ASENT.

Original gallery proofs that the Rebbe gave to Rabbi Levin

for the trip when he got a phone
call. Rabbis Cunin and Levin
had gone to dollars earlier that
day, and the Rebbe requested to
meet with the entire delegation
before he went to the Ohel.
Rabbi Mindel quickly headed
to 770, where the group went
into Gan Eden Hatachton for
a Yechidus, a short time after
Sunday Dollars had concluded.

The Rebbe instructed them that
if there was any place that there
was even a minute possibility
of finding something, to go
and search there, as long as it
will not have a negative impact
on their general mission.
The Rebbe also said that they
should evaluate, depending on
the conditions of the place, if
they should speak to the Yidden
there about Yiddishkeit, as it
may have negative effects on
the mission for the seforim.

Rabbi Cunin asked if he could
tell the people that it was the
Rebbe who said they shouldn’t
speak to them in order to
safeguard the mission to which
the Rebbe replied “y”, as well
as giving them more Tzedakah
to give.



Sunday afternoon a message
from Mazkirus was received
that the Rebbe would be
coming back to 770 early in
order to have a Yechidus with
the entire delegation (for the
third time). After Marriv the
three Shluchim Headed to Gan
Eden Hatachton. They were in
Yechidus for 15 minutes, where
the Rebbe gave them each a
dollar for Tzedakah to be given
in Russia, as well as a page of
the galley proof of the Maamer
published in honor of 20 Teves
that year, with handwritten
edits on them.

The Rebbe explained that just
like to learn the Maamer theyd
have to use each other’s papers,
so too in their Shlichus would
they need to work together to
succeed. The Rebbe also said:

P LPXIN® WT INT PR LI
,N30 749 XN T PR 0“0 OVT
1291 1927 VPR D VIXIN® YT
“IOR 0D YDRTIS TUYIIR VT2 7

[Today is the Yahrzeit of the
Rambam, and the week of
24 Teves - the Yartzeit of the
Alter Rebbe. They will both be
working with you]

Rabbi Cunin worked up the

courage and added: y7 N7

7T UM JYPRNY 27 - and the

Rebbe together with them,” to

which the Rebbe replied,
“Amen.”

The Rebbe then escorted the
Shluchim to the steps of 770 as
they left for Russia.

*00

The group left that night, gaining

entry to Russia as Dr. Hammer’s
guests (their passports contained
the logo of Dr. Hammer’s
company, Occidental Petroleum.
This helped them gain respect at
pivotal moments throughout the
trip). Upon arrival in Moscow,
they were assigned a man named
Andrei Ivanovich Kasianenko
who spoke perfect English and
whose purpose, ostensibly, was
to aid them throughout their
trip. It was quite apparent,
though, that he was a K.G.B
agent, his true intentions to track
their every move for the Russian
government. Hammer supplied
the group with an office to work
in, which contained phones, copy
machines, typewriters, and most
importantly visas to gain access
to city’s throughout Russia.

The mission was simple:
Confirm the existence of the
seforim, find them, and bring
them back to their rightful
place in the Lubavitch Library.
The group went to libraries,
meeting various librarians as
well as visiting various Jewish
locations in Moscow. It was
only after Shabbos that they
finally made a breakthrough...

*00

Sunday morning, 24 Teves.
10:00 AM. Hammer sent a
message that he would be
taking Rabbi Cunin - and only
Rabbi Cunin - to meet with the
Minister of Culture, Vasily G.
Zakharov. Before leaving, Berel
Levin handed Rabbi Cunin
the list of 12 seforim made by
Friedman, which Rabbi Cunin
put in his pocket.

Rabbi Cunin was brought
to Zakharov’s office, though

Vasily Zakharov, Minister of Culture

castle would possibly have been
a better description for the
imposing fortress. Waiting in
the reception room he began to
sing the Alter Rebbe’s Niggun.
Knowing that the Rambam, the
Alter Rebbe, and the Rebbe are
there with him and that this
was his best opportunity to
make headway in the return of
the seforim, he began to cry.

“Rabbi!” he suddenly heard.

“Dr. Hammer is waiting for you

with the Minister of Culture,”
motioning inside a room.

Rabbi Cunin wiped away his
tears and walked into the
office. Zakharov was standing,
a man with a submachine
gun standing beside him,
and Dr. Hammer on his right
translating the conversation.

“For Dr. Hammer, we would
do anything,” began Zakharov
curtly, “We checked every
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single library in the country,

but these books don’t exist.

They were burnt in Kyiv. I'm
sorry, but I can’t help you”

Zakharov may have thought the
matter was closed, but it was
far from over. Unexpectedly,
Rabbi Cunin lunged at him
embracing him with both arms,
and began to cry once more.
“3T0 BpeaunT!” shouted Rabbi
Cunin, patting his own chest,
and then Zakharov’s, “It hurts!
My heart speaks to you heart”

Calming down, he pulled out

the list from his pocket. “If you

cannot find the entire library,

maybe you can at least find
these 12 books...”

Minister Zakharov was moved

early in the Russian winter, so
the Rabbis quickly headed over.
At the library they wheeled out
a cart with the 12 books, Rabbi
Cunin picked up one of the
seforim (OA7TAX), inside was
written: Pw 11% P°w 1007 W7
“X"%W 9"IMIX P73 (the Rebbe
Maharash the son of the
Tzemach Tzedek).

The Librarian in charge of the
Hebrew books, Mr. Dagovitch
explained how the 12 books
were not in any ‘Schneerson
Collection’ Rather, they were
contained in ‘The Poliakoff
Collection, a collection of
approximately seven and a half
thousand books.

This immediately raised red
flags. The Poliakoff brothers

seforim. Some of the seforim

even had the Frierdiker

Rebbe’s handwritten notes on
the margins!

They had found it! The missing

seforim! Apparently, it had

been renamed ‘The Poliakoff

Collection’ in order to hide its
true origins.

Leaving the library, they quickly
went to the office to contact
Hammer and arrange the
seforim’s return. They also called
the Mazkirus to inform the
Rebbe of this great development.

It is said that a few members
close to the Rebbe’s family got
calls from the Rebbetzin that
day, excitedly telling them that
the Rebbe had come home the

&¢ HE CHECKED EVERY SINSLE LIBRARY IN THE
COUNTRY, BUT THESE BODKS DON'T EXIST. THEY WERE
BURNT IN K4IV.I'M SORRY, BUT I CANT HELP HOU. 7

by how emotional Rabbi Cunin
was. “I will do whatever I am
capable of to find these books”

Rabbi Cunin thanked him and

bestowed upon him Brachos

for himself, his descendants,
and all citizens of Russia.

The next day the delegation got
a call from Zakharov’s office
that the 12 books were located
—in the V. I. Lenin State Library
in Moscow. It was Friday
morning, Shabbos comes in

were Chassidim of the Rebbe
Rashab, and though they
were well-known millionaires,
they definitely didn't have
any connection to libraries
of seforim. Also, the last
documented list of the library
showed it containing over
5,000 seforim.

The 12 seforim were brought
out, and it was immediately
evident that they were part
of the collection of missing

night before and told her that

they had found the seforim.

[It is noteworthy to point out

that this occurred less than a

month before the Rebbetzin
passed away.]

In 770 that Shabbos, it was
quite apparent that the Rebbe
was very happy. Some people
even described the Farbrengen
that Shabbos as a Simchas
Torahdiker Farbrengen!

L X X 4



Rabbis Levin and Mindel
converse in their hotel room

Meanwhile, Sunday  in
Moscow, Dr. Hammer
contacted Minister Zakharov
in order to obtain the 12
seforim. Zakharov, in turn,
said that such a thing can
only be permitted by Mikhail
Sergeyevich Gorbachev,
then General Secretary of
the communist party of the
Soviet Union.

Meanwhile, the group went
to various libraries, looking
at different collections - all
with the Rebbe’s guidance,
to the extent that sometimes
the Rebbe would tell them
actual names of collections to
research. The list of missing
seforim accounted for grew.

It was hard, traveling from
city to city in the dead of
Russian winter. Sometimes
they would come all the way to
a library, just to be shown an

encyclopedia with a photo of
the Alter Rebbe in it, but that’s
it. There were long lines, trains
to take, but the three Chassidim

understood the importance
of their mission. Every place
they went, Rabbi Cunin made
sure to tell everybody that they
were a delegation of six men -
three of whom they could see,
and three whom they couldn't.
As superstitious people, many
were frightened when hearing
that  “Maimonides,  Rabbi
Schneur Zalman of Liadi and
the Lubavitcher Rebbe Shlit"a”
were present as well.

In one such case they wanted
to go to Yekaterinoslav [the city
where the Rebbe’s family had
lived]. When Andrei Ivanovich
heard this, he said it could
never happen. “It may include
Yekaterinoslav in your visas but
it’s a ‘closed city, there is no
way to travel there!”

Rabbis Cunin and Levin pose for a photo on
the way to a Shul in Petersberg

“We can take the train”, replied
Rabbi Cunin.

So the group headed to the
train station. The temperature
was below zero, and there was
a line around the block to buy
a ticket. Rabbi Cunin grabbed
Ivan’s arm and told him: “Go
straight to the desk, we are
skipping the line!”

“Look what you did, these
people are going to kill us!”

“You are here to serve me!”

Rabbi Cunin replied, “So you

tell them behind the desk that

we are special guests and that
we need tickets now! ”

The city of Yekaterinoslav is
a place that tourists are not
supposed to see in Russia, so
when the train arrived, it looked
more like a cart with four
wooden bunks on each side.
Upon arrival, the group headed
straight to the shul. A large
crowd gathered for mincha,
arranged by Ivan Ivanovich (as
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part of the Russian propaganda
was that every city had a shul
with a Minyan).

The group then headed to the
city’s library’s to search for any
remnants of the 4000-5000
seforim and kisvei yad kodesh
which were left behind in
spring of 1939, when Reb Levik
was banished to Siberia for five
years. But the search was futile
as there was nothing left of the
library. So we moved on to the
next city.

L X X 4

Upon further discussion at the
Lenin Library, the staff claimed
that “The Poliakoff Collection”
contained 8,577 books [later,
in 2000, it was discovered that
it contains over 12,000 books
- though not necessarily do
all belong to our Rabbeim].
The ‘Schneerson Collection,
on the other hand, had 5,642
seforim and documents in it
in 5766 (1906). The number of
books acquired in the ten years
from then until the Library’s
disappearance is unknown.
Furthermore, the two libraries

Rabbis Cunin and Levin in the Shul of Dnipropetrovsk

were cataloged differently,

Lubavitch by writing down

only the set’s name, while ‘The

Poliakoff ~Collection, each
book separately.

In the United States, the
government was, with the
help of Dr. Hammer, putting
pressure on Russia as well. The
month passed and it was soon
time for the group to return
to the US, certain that very
soon, the collection of seforim
would be returned to their
rightful place.

A letter from Rabbi Cunin to Vasily Zakharov, Which includes a detailed
itinerary of their trip thus far.

*o0

FRIDRY

HuD ZASIN

SHEVAT
1988 (5748)

Rabbi Cunin gets a call from
Mazkirus with the Rebbe on the
line telling Cunin that he should
come back to Los Angeles to
deal with the “Weinberg Trial”
- a will written out to Chabad
worth 21 million dollars.

“But I made a Neder that I
will not leave Russia without

the seforim!!” exclaimed
Rabbi Cunin

The Rebbe’s answer: 1?3118 YX7
TIX TR 77 [YBYI R0 X1 PR
JIRD 13 YR TIX T2 I

[You should go into the [Shul]
Marina Russia and take three



Rabbi Cunin with his family
upon returning to Los Angeles -

-

Yidden and nullify your Neder].

Interestingly the Rebbe had told

Rabbi Cunin specifically not to

enter that Shul since it was a

Lubavitcher Shul and entering

it can put the people davening
there in danger]

It was very important to the
Rebbe that Rabbi Cunin come
back to New York right away,
to the extent that on motzei
shabbos Rabbi Cunin got
another call from the rebbe,
asking him which flight he
was taking!

The next day Rabbi Cunin
arrived on a stopover in New

York and headed straight

to 770 where the rebbe
held back the minyan till
he arrived. The Rebbe gave
Rabbi Cunin a full military
salute when seeing him,
Rabbi Cunin was Chazzan
Mincha which was Davened
with a Yom Tov'dike tune.
The Rebbe’s joy was apparent
throughout Davening, and
after Mincha Rabbi Cunin
went into Yechidus before
flying to Los Angeles.

That night, the Rebbetzin
passed away.

*o0

In the next three and a half
years, many efforts were made
to gain the return of the seforim,
but their attempts were futile.
Zakharov was thrown out of
his position, his replacement,
Nikolai Nikolaevich Gubenkoy
refused to help Hammer. Then
Hammer died shortly thereafter,
his last letter he wrote was to
his government official friends
in Russia being a request for
the return of the seforim.
Weintraub then began to try
using his connections in the US
government. But to no avail.

Another trip to Russia
seemed inevitable. @
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., | to the US via Riga deposited in depgsn of part ; : : 2
C Warll 1 and Stockholm Otwosk .0(1‘0 cc:i:e;g;n Flyumantsev By Forhad e Ly oo

: (od0) asthe gL YeRrivaand \ < Russian State Library
- German Invasion of returned to ;

Rebbes Tzemach Tzedek (1789-1866), Maharash (1834-1882) , thén
Rashab (1860-1920), dynastic leaders of Chabad-Lubavitch. L|v|ng in
% Lubavitch, Russia

. Rebbe Rashab and son Rayatz (1880-1950) went to Rostov on
Don (Nov 1915} taking what books and manuscripts they could with
them;

Rayatz becomes leader on the passing of :
~ Rashab (1920); Internal exile to Leningrad ! Books that could not be taken to Rostov stored in Persitz
. (1924-1927), imprisonment, Death Sentence, Warehouse, Moscow, storage paid (Nov 1915)

. Exile to Riga, Latvia (1927-19383

Bolsheviks under Lenin nationalize warehouse but not contents
(1919) 35 sealed cases of the bonoks moved to Ryumantsov Library,
Moscow (1919)

| Rebbe Rayatz relocates to Warsaw, Poland ]
(Summer 1933), Otwosk, Poland (Fall 1935},
back to Warsaw (Qct 1939)

Rayatz efforts to recover Books

US Embassy through correspondence
5 . / Part'of ° Warsaw unsuccessful (1922-1946)
Rebbe Rayatz flees Collection Safekeeping

| Poland takes place. | | Rayatzin New 3 _
" Unstccessfully | | Yorkin 1941 [ Nazis capture embassy and collection;
| requests return.of 3 collection later captured from the
J collection from US- Nazis by Russians as War Booty
Embassy Warsaw. | .
f Later becomes US v

: _ Citizen.
e i abbi

| Menachem  Mendel
Schneerson,
| joins his father-in-law

efforts to recover books and is lied to by RSL which claims books

The Rebbe becomes Rebbe (1950), continues underground
were transferred to Evraisky Sektsiya and lost in a fire.

In 1978 , the Rebbe appoints Rabbi Cunin to bring about the return

Rayatz in America ! { polish < of the books and manuscripts, beginning eﬁqﬂs with Mr. Jerry
(1949) becomes US Government Weintraub and Dr. Ammanc;l Hammer. The _Flussnlans tell Dr. Hammer
Citizen; offices with his returns 120 that the Schneerson collection no longer exlllsts. They have searched |
| father-in-law at Aguch bound the whole country
World Headquarters af > holographic
| 770 becomes Rebbe- | manuscripts,

(1950) on passing of (1977) i In 1988, the Rebbe sends Rabbi Cunin, Rabbi Sholqm Ber Levin, and Dr.
Rayatz, - 8- Nissan Mindel to join Dr. Hammer in meeting Minister of Culture
Zakharov, who repeats the same litany. Dr. Hammer hands him a list of
13 books from the collection; they are found with the rest of the collection
at the Russian State Library deliberately miscatalogued as "Polyakov"
Further efforts by Dr. Hammer (1988-1991) until his death are
unsuccessful. The last letter of his life was to President Gorbachev on
behalf of the books.

|

In 1990 the Rebbe forms Aguch of Russia, consisting of Rabbis
Aharanov, Cunin, Kogan, and Levin, and the local legal representative
Dr. V. I. Kogan, charges them with facilitating the return of the books,
and sends them to Russia. Subsequent efforts, including lawsuits in
d Russian Civil Courts are all chronicled in "The Plea".

Chronicled in "The Struggle” are efforts by leading Russian Academicians,
politicians, religious and cultural leaders in the days of President Yeltsin.
Despite a personal promise from Yeltsin to US Secretary of State Baker to’
- return the books, despite an amendment to the Freedom For Russia Act, a
historic unanimous letter from 100 US Senators, Vice-President Gore was
only able to secure one book from the Russians for Rabbi Cunm to return to
thg Rebbe.
Y
Continuing efforts by 3 US Presidents, a VP, Senators, Rabbi Cunin
and other members of Aguch result in a derisory return of under a

dozen books. (1950-2004)

Russian State
Military Archives:
Holographic
Manuscripts,
Budgets, Personal
Documents, 25,000
pages (COPIES IN

4500 Books in Main RSL; 280-300 Rare Books in RSL

¢

* AGUDAS Museum Knigi, and 280 manuscripts in RSL Manuscript
LIBRARY) plus Department. Above items mutually IDd by Aguch and
tens of thousands RSL Librarians; probably 3000-4000 more.
of uncopied pages . .
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As per the Rebbes direct instructions , the following
letters were written, officiolly forming Agudas Cha-side'-.,«
Chobod Lubovitch of Russio, Rabbis Shiomo Cunin, Sholom
Levinson, Yose+ Aronov, ond Yirzchok Ko 90n "Who ore the
+ives outhorized o resolve this motter .

only representa
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_Decenber 19, 1990 -

. President Mikhail 5. Gorbichey o IR s e A
The Kremlin ) : :
Moscow, U.S.8,R.

Dear Mr, President,

¥You have no doubte become aware of g collection of Hebrew -
‘books and mantscripts belonging to the lats Lubavitcher ;
Rabbe, Rabbi Yogef ¥, Schncerachn, President of ‘Agudas -
Chassidaei Chabgd-Luhavitch, which,waa_conriscated in 1917,

and which s now housed in tha Btatm lenin Library, in

Moscow. ' . ' e

Documents we have prasentad conclusively verify the fagt
that Agudas Chassidei Chabad-lubavitel aye the rightful -
owners of this library. The Aspociation of Lawyers of ghe - :
U.5.5.R., aftur Teviewing numercus cdocumente have also ek S
concluded that the sajq collection clearly and uneguivo- i
cally belongs to Agudas Chaseidel Chabad-Lubavitch, ;

have pent feyr enissaries to Moscow, who have'biendthera :
niow for three &nd a half waoks, They .are Professor Sholom . i
Levinson, and Rabbis Shlome Cunin, Yoses Arenoy ang Yitzchak™
Kogan. They are officers of Agudas Chassidaf Chabad: Lubaviteh .
of Russia, which has the £u11-nccradxtat&on of Ruesia.’ o o)
We would deepiy afpreciate Your help ip expeq;zing_the‘:ffh. - -;‘1 Gy
release of the snid books end manuscripts to their righesny - e
owner, ; ; e ST,

Please be assured Of our profound gzaﬁi:ugg_zo:,ybu} nbhiefl e 2 o
efforts anc undexrstanding, R T N i e

o : Respoct.fully, £ S RS R T
P . AGUDAS CHASS1DE] CHRDAL-TUmMULTOR. - ST o
~ Ruby AL . WV, 1?‘ /. = '“L
: Chairman %, ¥ &
‘ h : .'_I__Ih‘ ‘ e £ =
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ALBERT GORE. JR.
retssn Pront: 202-214-4944

WMnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4202

May 31, 1992

The Honorable Boris Yeltsin
President of the Russian Republic
Moscow, Russia

Dear Mr. President:

We understand that you have personally committed yourself to
secure the return of the Lubavitch texts, and we appreciate your
having taken a stand on behalf of an act of justice.

When the Senate was in recess, the U.S. State Department issued
a statement (copy attached), with which we now wish to associate
ourselves. In particular, it is our hope and expectation that you
will fulfill your commitment decisively through the quick release of
the Schneerson-Agudas Chabad collection.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

6‘ ;;m:ge HMitchell Bol & er ore, Jr.
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 24, 2005

The Honorable Vladimir Putin
President
Russian Federation

Dear Mr. President:

We, the undersigned members of the United States Senate, respectfully request your assistance in
returning the Schneerson collection from the Russian State Library and the Russian State
Military Archive, to its rightful owners in the United States: Agudas Chasidei Chabad of United
States (hereafter referred to as “Chabad™).

The religious texts that Chabad seeks to retrieve consist of rare and irreplaceable books, archives
and manuscripts on Chabad philosophy, Jewish religious law, prayer and tradition. The first
portion of the Schneerson collection was seized by the former USSR around the time of the
Bolshevik revolution and placed in the Russian State Library, where it remains to this day.

The second portion of the Schneerson collection is in storage at the Russian State Military
Archive. It had been assumed that this portion of the collection had been destroyed or captured
by Nazi Germany during the holocaust and Nazi occupation of Warsaw, Poland in World War I1.
Chabad recently learned that the Soviet Army captured this portion of the Schneerson collection
from the Nazis and transferred it to the Russian State Military Archive.

Chabad has worked tirelessly to secure the release of these texts, archives, and manuscripts that
comprise the sacred heritage of an entire community. On May 31, 1992, the entire United States
Senate collectively appealed to then-President Boris Yeltsin to honor his own commitment to
return the Schneerson collection. A copy of this appeal is enclosed. Since 1992, however, a mere
eight volumes have been released

We urge you to return these sacred religious texts, archives, and manuseripts to Chabad, which
would be a significant example of your government’s commitment to justice, human rights, and
religious freedom.

Sincerely,

\j Bi‘“;n‘s’ r U.S. Senator

Norm Coleman Harry Reid

U.S. Senator

393 Russius Senate Osick Bunoing

2017, 72004, 1992, Aw 100 V.S.
Senators, 0+ both Republican
and Democratic parties,
Signed a letter demandin
. That +he Russions return
the Schneerson collection o<
socred tex+ts'

Ynited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 27, 2017

President Vladimir Putin
Russian Federation
Moscow, Russia

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing respectfully to reaffirm our support and request for the return of the Schneerson
collection of sacred texts from the Russian State Library and the Russian Statc Military Archive to its
rightful owners, Agudas Chasidei Chabad of United States (“Chabad™).

On May 31, 1992, all one hundred members of the United States Senate appealed 1o then-
President Boris Yeltsin to honor Russia’s commitment to return the collection to Chabad. On February 24,
2005, all one hundred members of the United States Senate again signed an appeal for your assistance in
returning the collection. Copies of these letters are attached hereto. Since 1992, cight volumes of the
collection have been returned to Chabad. We hereby respectfully request your assistance in seeing the
return of the entire collection.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

U.S. Senator Orrin G. Hatch U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer

U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell

g
.

L
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His Exceuen:; Mikhail 8. Gorbachev
3 December 1330
Page 2

I an zollwini with great interest all that ou are doing to
assure that the life of the Soviast people roves. Your
Consistent efforts as a great leadem determined to assure peaca and
Prosperity are supported around the world. As I look on with the
advantage of the perspective of 92 years, I know that you will
succeed and that you will go dewn in history as one of the greatest
men of thig century. I stand Teady as always to help in any way.
I hope to hear from you soon,

With warmest regarde.

Respectfully,
A 1990 \et+ver from Aymond '

Hammer +o Prime Minister Bncciminel Alassiirc
Gorbachey osking 0 expedite

the recovery of the Se<forim
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ed 07/28/20 Page 1of 1

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

AGUDAS CHASIDEI CHABAD
OF UNITED STATES,

Plaintiff,

v. No. 1:19-me-146 (RCL)

RUSSIAN FEDERATION; RUSSIAN

MINSTRY OF CULTURE AND

MASS COMMUNICATION;

RUSSIAN STATE LIBRARY; and

RUSSIAN STATE MILITARY ARCHIVE
Defendants.

N Rt N e Nt Y ot e S st

ORDER :
Before the Courtis non-party VEB.RFs (“VEB") Motion to Certify the Court’s
Memorandum Order of December 20, 2019 for Interlocutory Appeal under 28 U.S.C. § 1292(b)
and to Stay Discovery Pending Appeal. ECF No. 37. The merits of VEB's motion have already

been considered and rejected by this Court. See Agudas Chasidei Chabad of U.S. v. Russian

1 Fed'n, 1:05-cv-1548 (RCL), ECF No. 220,
201
o 1:05-cv-01548-RCL Document 205 -

Itis therefore ORDERED that VEB’s Motion is hereby DENIED.
J Itis SO ORDERED,
uNITE Kéf}?ﬁgrﬁg% SIGNED this_ 2888y of July, 2020, .
PRS- | Vs oo Iéa}msﬁb:??udge
DAS CHASIDEI CHABAD
gg%mrﬂb STATES,

Plaintiff,

V.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

: SIAN
FEDERATION; RUSSV/
T ]
COMMUNICATION:
COARY;and RUSSIAN STATE
MILITARY ARCHIVE,

Dtﬂﬂm‘

R i cnl

PROPOSED] ORDER AND JUDGMENT

R
2019 Updated Motion for Additiona

)
)
)
)
)

- oo November 27,
) idered the Plaintiff’s N ) herby:

Having cons and the argaments therein, the Court ?

er from Defendants, jointly g

sanctions accroed since the

im Judgment of Accrued Sanctions, |

- AND ADJUDGES {hat Plaintiff recov
ERS

- 000, which is the amount of all

of $43,700,000; and .

dants comply with this Court’s July 30,

severally, an additional $78,300
September 10, 2015 interim judg .

ERS AND ADJUDGES tha unil Defen
ORD

<ons will continue to accrue
tions will con!
monetary sanc

A Ondm EETA " 15), which remains in full force and effect.
No. 1153), W '
Order (ECF No- :
January 16,2013

. 2019.
207K qayof  dbes

Court's

pursuant to this Court’s

The Honorable Royee C- 14
United States District
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1994, In the Library of Congress, Senators Dole, Lautenberg, Lieberman, Mitchel, Russian Ambassador Lukin

all



1994, President
Clinton with Leon
Fuerth, holding the
7 Seforim aboard
Air Force One “To
leon, lion of the
Lubavitch library
congratulations on
surviving to another
Happy Birthday, Bill
Clinton”
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Senator Dole with Rabbi Cunin with his sons Chaim and Yossi,
reviewing the 1992 Letter to Yeltsin

1996, Vice President Gore with Rabbi Cunin in the White house
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W 3 aa Rabbis Chaim, Yossi and his son Zev Cunin together with
M‘Z;ZZ&/ 6‘% fp—[é}‘«/b‘% W House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
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Lo anition fouse agrecd \IN

Group photo with Senator Schumer, Lawyers Lewin,

Lieberman, and Rabbis Litvin, Cunin




Vice President Gore hands Rabbi Cunin the Frierdiker Rebbe’s Tanya
“For my friend Rabbi Cunin, with deepest respect for your faith and steadfastness, Al Gore”

Senator Obama with Rabbis Levi and Yossi Cunin, after signing the 2005 letter to President Putin

Rabbi Aronow together with U.S Ambassador
Friedman and Nate Lewin




YU 30 MM 7737 0N DTN MIONNT MY WY 2279 1D

R"DN23Y 13 YWY IS MWD NN 33
13D NDYIY IMIN A T2 MR DN
R'DII2 DM2WN 1INWI MY EM 05,1180 DMTDI NINTRN IMMIUI DMINT DAMPI 37003 " AR 782 D
B"SUN M0 2 1M W3 BN

This publication is dedicated in memory of Rabbi Tzemach Yehoshua Cunin OBM.

Rabbi Cunin relates:

Tzemach spent a great amount of time with us in Moscow. During this time, there was immense pressure from the American
Government To the Russians to return the Schneerson Collection, this created a big strain in US/Russian relations. The American
Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering called me and said, “I have to meet with you personally on a very serious issue.” I said “T will
come to meet with you at the Embassy;” but he said, “No, it is bugged”” I then said “Let us meet in our synagogue but he said “no,
that is bugged too” Therefore, we ended up meeting in a park directly outside my apartment. At the meeting the Ambassador
said, “because of the fight for the books you and your family are on a list to be killed. I suggest you leave immediately and take your
children with you. The American govt. can no longer be responsible for your safety” 1 said, “I am not leaving Russian, I am not
afraid” He then asked, “What about your children?” I called the children down from the apartment. The Ambassador spoke first
to Tzemach, who was the youngest, and informed him that if he stayed in Russia he would be killed to which Tzemach replied,” I
am not afraid of dying” All the children remained with me in Russia despite the imminent danger. (In fact, once a firebomb was
thrown through the window of my office in our shul in Russia, and B’H no one was hurt.)
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