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Please Donate to Keep this Project 

Going! 

This week is Purim. Regarding Purim it says  (Shulchan Aruch, 

Orach Chayim, 694:3): “ ְמ  יםקִּ ְד ְק ַד ֵאין  ּפּורִּ ָמעֹות  ּבְ י   , ין  ל מִּ ּכָ ֶאּלָא 

ים לוֹ  ּטֹל נֹוְתנִּ ט ָידֹו לִּ ֵ ּפֹוש  ֶ  One should not be sparing in giving out-ש 

money [for charity] on Purim. Rather, one should give to 

whomever asks [for a donation].” 

Purim is a time of tremendous Divine revelation, when Hashem 

shows that He is available to each and every Jew in whatever 

situation they are in. Hashem asks us to resemble Him, as it were, 

and make ourselves available to another Jew in need. 

Please help this project continue so that Torah Or and Likutei 

Torah will be available to Jews around the world in the language 

they understand.  

Please become a monthly donor of $18.  

Please make yourself available to the Alter Rebbe, 

who wants his maamarim to be available to every Jew 

in the world.  

Please take 5 minutes and sign up online at 

www.Donorbox.org/LearnChassidus to become a 

monthly donor of $18.  

With these $18 a month, you will have the tremendous merit of having 

translated the Torah Or and Likutei Torah, making it available to Jews 

all around the world, and will receive the tremendous merit and 

blessings that come with that! 

For additional sponsorship opportunities, or questions on the project, 

email me at lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com 

 ב"ה 

http://www.donorbox.org/LearnChassidus
mailto:lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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Torah Or 

on Megillas Ester 

 רֶאְסּת  ת  ְמִגּל   –ּתֹוָרה אֹור
יל ְתחִּ ּבּור ַהּמַ  ּדִּ

יַּ ְפנ  יַָּיָצאִַּמל ִ כ  ֶלךְַּו ָמְרד ְ ֶ מ   1ה 
לַּ   א, צג  – ד, ף צבּדַ ר ֶאְסּתֵ ת ְמגִּ

“Special Connection to Hashem in Exile” 

Part 1  )א( 

In Megillas Ester (8:15) it says: 

“And Mordechai went out before 

the king wearing special royal 

clothing, and dark blue and white 

clothing, and a great golden crown, 

and fine linen and purple wool 

clothing, and the city of Shushan 

was very happy and rejoiced.” 

ֶלךְַּ ֶ מ  ה  יַּ ְפנ  ִמל ִ ָיָצאַּ יַּ כ  ְלבּוׁש    "ו ָמְרד ְ ּבִּ
יְך  ַמְלכּות   דֹוָלה ְוַתְכרִּ ֵכֶלת ָוחּור ַוֲעֶטֶרת ָזָהב ּגְ ּתְ

ֵמָחה׃ ְוש ָ ָצֲהָלה  ן  ׁשּוׁשָ יר  ְוָהעִּ ָמן  ְוַאְרּגָ   "ַּּבּוץ 

ר ח, טו(  ַַּּ:)ֶאְסּתֵ

To understand this verse in our spiritual service of Hashem, the Alter Rebbe 

will first explain a concept relating to Purim in general: 

Purim is on a similar level to 

Yom Kippur,  
יֹום יַנת  חִּ ּבְ הּוא  ים  פּורִּ ּנֵה  ־הִּ

ים. ּפּורִּ  ַהּכִּ

 
לַּ ]  אֹור ַהּתֹוָרהה[  ְראֵ )]  1 יל קלא[    ַעּמּוד ר  ֶאְסּתֵ ת  ְמגִּ ְתחִּ ּבּור ַהּמַ כַ "  ּדִּ ת  ֶהָעַר   –  א"ָיצָ י  ּוָמְרּדְ

ת ַ ּ בֹוד ְקדּוש  י"ר  ַאְדמוּ   ּכְ ּיּונִּ צִּ יל ה  ּוְראֵ .  תְוֶהָערוֹ ם  ּבְ ְתחִּ ּבּור ַהּמַ ַמֲאָמֵר ה  זֶ   ּדִּ ֵק "ר  ַאְדמוּ י  ּבְ ן ַהזָּ

י ָצרִּ  (. ָוֵאיָלךְ רפט   ַעּמּודם ַהּקְ
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since the name Yom KiPurim 

means “a day like Purim”. 
יֹום י  ו ִריםַּהַ ־ּכִּ פ  ֹו    כ ִ ירּוש  מֹוַַּּּפֵ כ ְ

ו ִרים  ,ַּפ 

The name ּפּורִּ ־יֹום ּכִּ -Yom Kippur is called in the Torah ים־יֹום ּפּורִּ ַהּכִּ -Yom 

Kippurim which literally means "A Day of Atonement (or Atonements)". 

However, on a non-literal level we are taking the word ּפּור  which means ּכִּ

atonement as though it was the word  ִּּפּור-lottery and the letter  כ-which 

means “like” or “similar to,” when used as a prefix. Thus it can be read as 

“like a lottery” and ים־יֹום ּפּורִּ ַהּכִּ  translated as “like the day of lotteries”. 

The name of the festival of ים  Purim literally means “lotteries,” in-ּפּורִּ

connection with the fact that Haman made lotteries to decide which month 

to attack the Jewish People, and Hashem made a miracle and saved us from 

his “lotteries”. 

So by translating ים־יֹום ּפּורִּ ּכִּ  as "like the day of lotteries," this implies that 

the Holy day of Yom Kippur is connected to the festival of Purim, since 

both are connected to the idea of a "lottery."  

The idea of a lottery is that a person who decides something based on a 

lottery is putting aside his intellect and not basing his decision on his 

understanding or feelings, but only on what the lottery says. He is 

surrendering his decision to something above his own understanding and 

feelings. So, too, on Purim and Yom Kippur, we put aside our intellect and 

the feelings of the animal soul to connect to Hashem beyond all limitations. 

On Yom Kippur this idea is expressed through Teshuva, and on Purim 

through the Mesirus Nefesh (self-sacrifice) that the Jewish People had. 

Yom Kippur is the idea of 

Teshuva-Return, when we return 

from below to above to Hashem, 

to a level beyond where our sins 

blemished our soul’s connection to 

Hashem, and beyond the limitations 

that caused us to sin. 

ב  ־ ְויֹום ָ ּ ש  ֶ ש  ּוָבה  ש  ּתְ הּוא  ים  ּפּורִּ ַהּכִּ

ה ּטָ ּמַ    ,ְלַמְעָלה־מִּ

So, too, regarding Purim, it is 

written (Ester 3:7 and 9:24): “the 

word Pur means a lottery,” where 

יב   תִּ ן ּכְ ם ּכֵ ים ּגַ ר ג, זּוְבפּורִּ :  (. ט, כד)ֶאְסּתֵ

ה –"ּפּור הּוא ַהּגֹוָרל"  ּטָ ּמַ  . ְלַמְעָלה ־מִּ



 

5 LESSONS IN TORAH OR 

we go from below making sense to 

above making sense, since our 

intellect is subjected to the outcome 

of the lottery regardless of what 

makes sense.  

This is similar to Yom Kippur, 

where we have the idea of a lottery, 

which represents going beyond 

logic and understanding,  

יֹום ים ־ְוֵכן ּבְ ּפּורִּ   –ַהּכִּ

as we see that “they should place a 

lottery on the two goats” (Vayikra 

16:8) to determine which one is a 

korban and which one gets pushed 

off of a cliff. 

ירִּ  עִּ ְ ַהש ּ ֵני  ְ ש  גּ י"ַעל  כּו'וֹ ם  "  2ָרלֹות 

 . טז, ח(  י )ַאֲחֵר 

We see that both Purim and Yom Kippur are about going up to a higher 

level, beyond logic and beyond where sins blemish, just like in the lottery 

where the outcome isn't based on logic, but on something else. 

The question is: How is it possible 

to go up to this high spiritual level, 

beyond logic, if we have sins that 

separate us and prevent us from 

connecting to Hashem so strongly? 

ְלַמְעָלה   ַלֲעלֹות  ר  ָ ֶאְפש  ֵאיְך    – ַאְך 

ין בִּ ין ּוְמַעּכְ ילִּ ְבּדִּ    ?ֲהלֹא ֵיש  ֲעֹונֹות ַהּמַ

The answer is that “the sin itself 

can become a way to connect to 

Hashem,” since when we do 

Teshuva then the sin itself is what 

brought us to a deeper connection 

to Hashem, so even the sin itself 

was really part of something good.  

את"ָלֶזה ָאַמר    ,3"ַלה' ַחּטָ

 
 . (ַלה', ְוגֹוָרל ֶאָחד ַלֲעָזאֵזל""ּגֹוָרל ֶאָחד ) 2
א)  3 ד,  יֹוָמא  ָנה  ְ ש  ָעָליו    :מִּ תּוב  ּכָ ְוֶאָחד  ם',  ֵ ּ 'ַלש  ָעָליו  תּוב  ּכָ ֶאָחד  גֹוָרלֹות.  ֵני  ְ ש  ְוֶהֱעָלה  י  ְלּפִּ ּקַ ּבַ "ָטַרף 

את"(.  'ַלֲעָזאֵזל' . .  ְואֹוֵמר: ַלה' ַחּטָ
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That even the sin itself, when it's 

brought up to a higher level 

through Teshuva, it can be seen as 

part of connecting to Hashem. 

ילּ  ֲאפִּ ֶ אתש  ַהַחּטָ עֹוָלה    ,ּו  ֶ ש  ַלה'    –ּכְ

 . הּוא

Since on a deeper level, even the actual sins are there only to bring us to 

Teshuva and, through that, closer to Hashem, they cannot stop us from 

going up to connect to Hashem on a level beyond logic on Yom Kippur. 

Because on a higher level, "even 

darkness does not conceal You 

(Hashem),” since on that level 

there is no real darkness, since 

there it is seen how everything that 

happens is for one and the same 

purpose -- to reveal Hashem -- just 

in different ways, and sins reveal 

Hashem by bringing us to do 

Teshuva. 

יְך" ִּ ַיְחש  לֹא  ְך  ֶ ֹחש  ם  "ּגַ ְלַמְעָלה  י    ּכִּ

קלט,   ים  ּלִּ הִּ ָ   ,יב()ּתְ ּ ש  ֶ ֵאין  ש  ךְ ם  ֶ   –   ֹחש 

 ָ ַהּכֹל ֶאָחד ש  ֶ  ם. ש 

The question remains, however: It is 

true that from Hashem’s 

perspective Above there is no real 

concealment and the sins can be 

seen as something Hashem allowed 

to happen to bring us to do Teshuva,  

ַמְעָלה ֵאין  ּלְ ֶ ְך,ַאְך ֶזה ֱאֶמת ש  ֶ   ֹחש 

but from our perspective, how is it 

possible for us to go up to this 

higher level on Yom Kippur? 

ר ַלֲעלֹות ְלַמְעָלהַאְך ֵאיְך  ָ  ? ֶאְפש 

We, who actually committed the sins, don’t see the higher purpose in why 

Hashem allows them to happen. We feel the Yetzer Hara, who drags us 

down, so how can we connect to Hashem beyond all limitations when we 

ourselves are very limited by our Yetzer Hara? 
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The answer is that on Yom 

Kippur we have the power to 

escape the Yetzer Hara, since Yom 

Kippuer is connected to the Giving 

of the Torah, when we received 

the second set of Luchos on Yom 

Kippur, and because of the power 

to escape the Yetzer Hara on that 

day, it became a Day of 

Atonement for our sins. 

ָידּועַ  ּנֵה  הִּ ים   ,ַאְך  ּפּורִּ ַהּכִּ יֹום  ּבְ ֶ ש 

ן   , חֹות ַאֲחרֹונֹותלוּ   –ּתֹוָרה  ־ָהָיה ַמּתַ

ים ּפּורִּ ְבָחר ְליֹום ַהּכִּ  .ְוָלֵכן הּוא נִּ

What does the Giving of the Torah 

have to do with escaping the Yetzer 

Hara? Regarding the Giving of the 

Torah it says (Devarim 5:4): 

“Hashem spoke to you (the Jewish 

People) face to face.” What does 

that mean; Hashem has no 

physical appearance, so what is 

His “face?” 

ן ַמּתַ ַעת  ְ ש  ֶנֱאַמר  ־ּובִּ ה,    ן)ָוֶאְתַחנַּ ּתֹוָרה 

ֶכם":  ד( ּמָ עִּ ה'  ר  ּבֶ ּדִּ ים  ָפנִּ ּבְ ים  נִּ   –  "ּפָ

ֲהלֹא   ְכאֹוָרה  ְדמּות  "ְולִּ לֹו  ֵאין 

   "?ַהּגּוף

 

The idea here is that something 

that a person really wants is called 

“face,” since your face is turned to 

it and you want to look and focus on 

it, giving it your full attention, while 

what he doesn’t like is called 

“back” since he turns his back on it, 

displaying his lack of interest in it. 

ּנֵה ָידּועַ  הִּ ּדְ ָרצֹון    ,ַאְך  ּבְ ֶ ָבר ש  ַהּדָ ֶ  –ש 

ְקָרא   ים"נִּ נִּ הּוא ֶנֶגד ְרצֹונֹו    ",ּפָ ֶ ּ ּוַמה ש 

ְקָרא  –  ". ָאחֹור"נִּ

At the time of the Giving of the 

Torah, the inner desire of every 

Jew was only for Hashem, and 

they “turned their back” with 

total disinterest to all of the 

physical concerns of their bodies. 

ן ַמּתַ ַעת  ְ ש  ְרצֹון  ־ּובִּ ל  ּכָ ָהָיה  ּתֹוָרה 

ָרֵאל   ש ְ ֵרךְ   –יִּ ְתּבָ יִּ ְנְיֵני    ,ֵאָליו  עִּ ְוָכל 

יַנת ַהּגּוף הָ  ְבחִּ  ."ָאחֹור"ָיה ּבִּ
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Like our Sages say: “Every time 

Hashem spoke (at the Giving of the 

Torah) their souls ‘flew out of 

their bodies.’” 

ַמֲאמַ  ַרזַ ּכְ ְרָחה  : "ל "ר  ּפָ ּבּור  ּדִּ ל  ּכָ ַעל 

ָמָתם ְ ש   ". נִּ

Now, really, even during the 

entire time of the Giving of the 

Torah, their souls stayed in their 

bodies, but, since they had no 

interest in all of the desires of the 

body, it is as if they didn't have 

any bodies. 

ים  ּגּופִּ ָלֶהם  ָהָיה  י    ,ּוֶבֱאֶמת  ְלפִּ ַאְך 

כָּ  ֶ יַנת  ש  ְבחִּ ּבִּ ָהָיה  ַהּגּוף  ְנְיֵני  עִּ ל 

ָלֶהם    –"  ָאחֹור" ֵאין  ֶ ש  מֹו  ּכְ ְמָצא  ְונִּ

ים  . ּגּופִּ

Since their total interest was to 

connect to Hashem, automatically 

this was reflected back from 

Hashem to them by Hashem 

showing that His total interest is 

in us. 

יַנת   ְבחִּ ּבִּ ָהיּו  יָלא  ּמֵ ים"ּומִּ נִּ   ", ּפָ

ים ְוגֹו'"  נִּ ם ַהּפָ יִּ ּמַ ֵלי כז, יט("ּכַ ְ ש   .  )מִּ

Like it says (Yechezkal 1:26): “On 

the level that corresponds to the 

idea of a “throne” there is 

something that corresponds to the 

image of a “person.” What 

“image of a person” does Hashem 

have in His spiritual levels?  

תּוב   ּכָ ֶ ש  כו( ּוְכמֹו  א,  "ְוַעל  )ְיֶחְזֵקאל   :

ַמְרֵאה ָאָדם"   מּות ּכְ א ּדְ ּסֵ מּות ַהּכִּ   – ּדְ

ֵרְך   ְתּבָ יִּ ֶאְצלֹו  ּיָיְך  ַ ש  ַמְרֵאה  "ְוֵאיְך  ּכְ

  "?ָאָדם

The answer is that just like when 

a person really loves his friend, 

then the image of his friend is 

engraved in his mind wherever he 

goes, so too Hashem loves the 

Jewish People so much that their 

"image" is always "engraved" with 

Him.  

ל ָ ּנֵה ְלָמש  ָאָדם אֹוֵהב ֶאת    :ַאְך הִּ ֶ ש  ּכְ

ּלּו חֲ   ,ֲחֵבירוֹ  אִּ ּכְ ּבֹו  לִּ ּבְ צּוָרתֹו  קּוָקה 

 צּוָרתֹו ָעָליו.  

This shows that Hashem shows total love and interest in us like we showed 

total love and interest in Him at the Giving of the Torah. 
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So too now, we need to feel 

disinterested in our physical 

matters, like our Sages said, that 

even regarding marital relations a 

person should feel that he is 

forced to do it as an obligation, 

since marital relations is a mitzva 

that he is required to perform, but 

not for physical enjoyment.   

ם כֵּ  יו ּגַ ָ יךְ ְוַעְכש  ָבר    ן ָצרִּ ל ּדָ ְהיֹות ּכָ לִּ

יַנת ָאחֹור  ְבחִּ ּבִּ י  ַמֲאמַ   ,ּגּוָפנִּ ַרזַ ּכְ ל "ר 

יּוּוג י זִּ ּבֵ ד" – ּגַ ֵ ָפאֹו ש  ּלּו ּכְ אִּ  ."ּכְ

How much more so regarding 

other physical matters that are not 

a mitzva, that he should feel forced 

into them for survival, but not feel 

interested in them for the sake of 

enjoyment.  

ים ָברִּ ָאֵרי ּדְ ְ  . ְוַקל ָוֹחֶמר ֵאֶצל ש 

The Alter Rebbe mentions as a side note that the reason for feeling forced 

into having marital relations is not because it is essentially something 

repulsive, like some people think, based on the fact that it makes someone 

ritually impure and they need to immerse in a Mikveh afterward. Rather, it 

is a lofty mitzvah. Nonetheless, we should feel forced into it, since we 

should not want to do this for physical enjoyment:  

Not like people think, that marital 

relations are something repulsive, 

since afterward one needs to 

immerse in a Mikveh, this is not 

true, since essentially this is a 

greatly spiritual act, and even 

Above, in the spiritual worlds, 

they recognize how lofty this 

mitzva is. Still, we should feel 

forced into performing the mitzva, 

rather than fulfilling it out of 

personal desire. 

ַד  ּמְ ֶ מֹו ש  ָבר ְולֹא ּכְ זֶּהּו ּדָ ֶ ין ָהעֹוָלם ש  ּמִּ

ַאֲחֵרי  יָלה  ְטבִּ יְך  רִּ ּצָ ֶ ש  ֵני  ּפְ מִּ ָמאּוס 

ן  ,ֶזה ּכֵ ּגָדֹול   ,לֹא  ָדָבר  הּוא  י  ְוַגם    ,ּכִּ

   .ְלַמְעָלה הּוא ָדָבר ּגָדֹול 
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How much more so regarding 

eating and other physical matters, 

that a person should feel forced 

into them for survival and not for 

pleasure, and he should not say 

that he only wants to eat certain 

kinds of foods that he enjoys, or 

similar notions. 

ָוחֹ  ָאר  ְוַקל  ְ ּוש  יָלה  ֲאכִּ ֵאֶצל  ֶמר 

ים ָברִּ יךְ   ,ּדְ רִּ ּצָ ֶ ְהיֹות    ש  ָפאֹו  "לִּ ּלּו ּכְ אִּ ּכְ

ד ֵ ָיכֹול    ",ש  ֵאינֹו  זֶּה  ֶ ש  לֹוַמר  ְולֹא 

 . כּו'ֶלֱאכֹול 

When he will be “turn his back” on 

his physical desires, then, 

automatically, he will be able to 

be totally interested in and focused 

on Hashem, like two people who 

are talking face-to-face with a real 

connection. 

ְהֶיה  יָלא יִּ ּמֵ ים"ּומִּ ָפנִּ ים ּבְ נִּ   ".ּפָ

We see that on Yom Kippur we have the power from the Torah to overcome 

our physical desires and fully connect to Hashem, to the point of connecting 

to Him beyond prior sins and beyond logic. 

Similarly, on Purim (which is 

connected to Yom Kippur), 

through the fact that the king 

Achashveirosh ordered that  

“Haman and his sons should be 

hung on the gallows” which were 

higher than 50 amos (cubits), as is 

known that this brought out how, 

from beyond the limitations of 

nature (50 amos) we can see how 

Haman was really part of something 

good: He brought the Jewish People 

to return to Hashem through 

Teshuva. 

ן ּכֵ ם  ּגַ ים  לּו    –  ּוְבפּורִּ "ּתָ ֶ ש  ְיֵדי  ַעל 

ָניו" וֹ א ּבָ ְוֶאת  ים   4תֹו  ִּ ּ ש  ֵמֲחמִּ ְלַמְעָלה 

ּנֹוָדע  : . ּכַ

 
ר ט, כה(.  4  )ֶאְסּתֵ
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This is similar to the Teshuva of Yom Kippur, when we reveal how Hashem 

allowed the sin itself to happen for a good purpose: To bring us closer to 

Him by overcoming the sin. So, too, by our Teshuva and overcoming 

Haman, we became closer to Hashem.  

So, just like the sins become elevated to a higher level on Yom Kippur, so, 

too, on Purim, the concealment of Hashem caused by Haman and his sons 

became elevated to a higher level where we see the good purpose behind it. 

This is hinted to in the fact that Haman and his sons were hung above 50 

amos, representing a level above our worldly perspective (50 years of Yovel 

is called “a world” of time), where the hidden good in the most evil thing 

can be revealed. 

 

Part 2  )ב( 

We know that every single Jew 

always wants to connect to 

Hashem, and he tries as much as 

he possibly can, but he feels like he 

isn't coming close to Hashem, and 

that he doesn’t feel or understand 

anything about Hashem, despite his 

efforts. 

ָידוּ  ּנֵה  הִּ ְוֶאָחד    ,עַ ַאְך  ֶאָחד  ל  ּכָ ֶ ש 

ְפָרט ּובִּ ְכָלל  ֵבק    , ּבִּ ּדָ לִּ יד  מִּ ּתָ רֹוֶצה 

ֵרךְ  ְתּבָ יִּ ּבֹוֵרא  ַמה    , ּבַ ָכל  ּבְ ץ  ְתַאּמֵ ּומִּ

ָבר.  ּום ּדָ יג ש  ִּ ר ְוֵאינֹו ַמש ּ ָ ֶאְפש   ּדְ

Some foolish people give up 

because of this, but this is a foolish 

mistake. 

זֶּה. ֲאָבל ֶזהּו ְוֵיש    ים מִּ ּנֹוְפלִּ ֶ ים ש  ֹוטִּ ש 

טּות ּגָדֹול  ְ    .ש 

The real truth of how we connect to Hashem during Exile will show us why 

this is a mistake: 

We need to know the following: 

The Jewish People come to 

Hashem during Exile and say 

(Yeshaya 63:16): “For You 

(Hashem) are our Father, because 

Avraham (our forefather) doesn’t 

know us, and Yisroel (=Yaakov 

ֵליַדע יְך  ָצרִּ ֶזה  י  ים    ,ּכִּ צֹוֲעקִּ ָאנּו  ֶ ש 

ּגָלּות ְעָיה סג, טז(  ּבַ ַ ינּו  "  : )ְיש  ה ָאבִּ י־ַאּתָ י  ּכִּ ּכִּ

ְיָדָענוּ  לֹא  לֹא    , ַאְבָרָהם  ָרֵאל  ש ְ ְויִּ

יָרנוּ  ה  ַיּכִּ ה  ֵמעֹוָלם    ' ַאּתָ ּגֲֹאֵלנּו  ינּו  ָאבִּ
ֶמךָ   ! ׃"ׁשְ
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our forefather) doesn’t recognize 

us (to save us from our current 

Exile), but You, Hashem, You are 

our Father and Redeemer from 

always is your Name!” 

In the above verse, our forefather 

Yitzchok is not mentioned (with 

Avraham and Yaakov who 

“couldn’t save us from Exile”), and 

in the Gemara (Shabbos 89:b) it 

explains that this is because 

specifically Yitzchok is connected 

to the future redemption. 

ָקָאַמר וְ  לֹא  ְצָחק  ָמָרא  ,יִּ ּגְ ּבַ יָתא    , ְואִּ

ְגאֹול אֹוָתנוּ  יד לִּ ְצָחק ָעתִּ ּיִּ ֶ  . ש 

The Alter Rebbe will explain how Yitzchok, who is connected to the 

attribute of severity and concealment, can enable us to connect to Hashem 

in the time of concealment during Exile, thereby enabling us to bring 

redemption: 

As is known, that at the 

beginning of the history of the 

Jewish People after leaving Egypt, 

the presence of Hashem was 

openly revealed in everything, 

and whatever they would ask 

Hashem for, they would receive, 

whether it was physical or 

spiritual, and they also had 

prophets who revealed Hashem to 

them on a very high level. 

ּיָדּועַ  ָבר   ,ּכַ ּדָ ל  ּכָ ָהָיה  ּקֹוֶדם  ּמִּ ֶ ש 

ְתּגַּלּות הִּ ים    ,ּבְ ֹוֲאלִּ ָהיּו ש  ֶ ּ ָהיּו    –ּוַמה ש 

ים ָלֶהםנ  י  ,ֹוְתנִּ רּוָחנִּ י ְוֵהן ּבָ מִּ ְ ּגַש    , ֵהן ּבַ

ים  יאִּ  . ְוַגם ָהָיה ָלֶהם ְנבִּ

This is because, at that time, 

Hashem’s Attributes that 

correspond to Avraham-

Kindness and to Yisrael-Mercy 

were openly revealed, and we 

saw those attributes in how 

Hashem “fills all the worlds” on 

הָ  ֶ ְתּגַּלּות  ְוָכל ֶזה הּוא ֵמֲחַמת ש  הִּ ָיה ּבְ

ָרֵאל  ש ְ ְויִּ ַאְבָרָהם  ת  ּדַ יַנת    , מִּ ְבחִּ ּבִּ

ין'  ָעְלמִּ ל  ּכָ ָהיּו   ',ְמַמּלֵא  ֶזה  ֵני  ּפְ ּומִּ

מֹו   ְתּגַּלּות ּכְ הִּ ים ּבְ ּסִּ ְראֹות נִּ ים לִּ ְיכֹולִּ

יַעת ַים ְצָר ־ְקרִּ יַאת מִּ יצִּ ם. סּוף וִּ  יִּ
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a revealed level, and therefore 

the Jewish People were able to 

see open miracles like the 

Splitting of the Sea and the 

Exodus from Egypt. 

But now, during this Exile- “our 

miracles we don’t see” (Tehillim 

74:9), meaning that we can’t see 

the miracles that happen to us. 

ה   ַהזֶּ ּגָלּות  ּבַ לֹא  וֹ "אֹות  –ֲאָבל  ֵתינּו 

ינּו" ים עד, ט(  ָראִּ ּלִּ הִּ ים ,  )ּתְ ֵאין ָאנּו ְיכֹולִּ ֶ ש 

ְראֹות ָהאֹותֹות   . לִּ

Not because there are no 

miracles, G-d forbid, but because 

we aren’t able to see the miracles. 

לֹום ָ ְוש  ַחס  ֵאין אֹותֹות  ֶ ש  ֵני  ּפְ מִּ  , ְולֹא 

ים   ְיכֹולִּ ָאנּו  ֵאין  ֶ ש    ִלְראֹותַַּרק 

 . ָהאֹותֹות 

In fact, not only is it not true that 

there are no miracles now, but just 

the opposite, the miracles during 

Exile are on a much greater level, 

as it says in the Gemara (Yoma 

69b):  

ה    ,ְוַאְדַרּבָ

"This is His true Awesomeness 

(that the Jewish People survive in 

Exile), 

 , ֵהן ֵהן נֹוְראֹוָתיו"

and this is His true Might, (that 

He holds Himself back from 
בּורֹוָתיו כּו'   5".  ֵהן ֵהן ּגְ

 
ייא לדרבי יהושע בן לוי דאמר רבי יהושע בן לוי  יומא סט ע"ב: והא דרב מתנא מט  5

למה נקרא שמן אנשי כנסת הגדולה שהחזירו עטרה ליושנה אתא משה אמר )דברים 

איה  בהיכלו  מקרקרין  נכרים  ואמר  ירמיה  אתא  והנורא  הגבור  הגדול  האל  יז(  י, 

נוראותיו לא אמר נורא אתא דניאל אמר נכרים משתעבדים בבניו איה גבורותיו לא 

 אמר גבור  

אתו אינהו ואמרו אדרבה זו היא גבורת גבורתו שכובש את יצרו שנותן ארך אפים  

יכולה   אחת  אומה  היאך  הקב"ה  של  מוראו  שאלמלא  נוראותיו  הן  ואלו  לרשעים 

 להתקיים בין האומות  
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destroying all the wicked people in 

order that we should still have free 

will to serve Him).” 

But the problem is that (Tehillim 

74:9) “we don’t have any more 

prophets who know what is 

really going on.” 

יא ָנבִּ י  ,ְו"ֵאין עֹוד  נּו  ּתָ אִּ ַעד  וֹ ְולֹא  ֵדַע 

ָ   ָמה" ים ש  ּלִּ הִּ  . ( ם)ּתְ

This is because even though the 

level of Kindness and revelation is 

represented by "Avraham doesn't 

recognize us," nevertheless, 

"You, Havaya6 (Hashem) are our 

Redeemer,” (Yeshaya 63:19) 

meaning that we are receiving 

directly from the level of Havaya, 

which means that Hashem “ always 

was, presently is, and will be 

forever” simultaneously, meaning 

that Hashem is above the limits of 

time (and space). 

 ֶ ש  ֵמֲחַמת  ְיָדָענוּ "ְוֶזהּו  לֹא   ",ַאְבָרָהם 

י   ה"ּכִּ ָ "  ּגֹוֲאֵלנוּ ]. .[    ה'ַַַּּאּתָ ְעָיה ש  ַ   –   (ם )ְיש 

ְהֶיהָהָיה ֹהֶוה  '   '. ְויִּ

This level of Havaya is higher 

than the attribute of Kindness 

represented by Avraham, since 

ֵמַאְבָרָהם ְלַמְעָלה  ילּו   , ְוֶזהּו  ֲאפִּ ֶ ש 

ַמְעָלה ּלְ ֶ ש  ָרֵאל  ש ְ ְויִּ ֵהם    ,ַאְבָרָהם 

 

שיודעין   מתוך  אלעזר  רבי  אמר  משה  דתקין  תקנתא  ועקרי  הכי  עבדי  היכי  ורבנן 

 כך לא כיזבו בו בהקב"ה שאמתי הוא לפי 
6  The Name of Hashem spelled י-ה- ו-ה (which we write as 'הוי-Havaya due to 

the holiness of the Name) according to one explanation is a combination of 

three words 'ְהֶיה  He was, is, and will be”, showing on how Hashem“-'ָהָיה ֹהֶוה ְויִּ

is in the past, present and future at the same time; this shows that He is above 

the limitations of time, and since time and space are connected, He is also above 

the limits of space. The Name of Havaya is also sometimes used to refer to 

Hashem’s Essence who is beyond all limitations, as in this maamar that during 

Exile we are close to Havaya, meaning Hashem’s Essence who is beyond all 

revelation (as explained further in the maamar). 
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even the attribute of Kindness 

represented by Avraham and the 

attribute of Mercy represented by 

Yisroel Above, in the world of 

Atzilus, are like "creations" 

compared to the level of Havaya. 

ים ְבָראִּ יַנת נִּ חִּ  . ּבְ

Like it is written (Shemos 20:10): 

“For in six ‘days’7 (with six 

attributes) Hashem made the 

heavens and the earth,”  

תּוב   ּכָ ֶ ש  מֹו  י( ּכְ כ,  ְתרֹו  ת )יִּ ֶ ש  ֵ ש  י  "ּכִּ  :

ה ה'  ים ָעש ָ    ",ָימִּ

Meaning that even the six attributes 

(Kindness, Severity, Mercy, 

Victory, Submission, Connection) 

are considered like something 

that Hashem ‘made,’ just like the 

creations, since they are on an 

incomparably lower level than the 

level of Chochma (Hashem’s 

Wisdom), which is connected to 

the level of Havaya.8 

ֵהם   ים  ָהֶעְליֹונִּ ים  ָימִּ ת  ֶ ש  ֵ ש  ילּו  ֲאפִּ ֶ ש 

ֵרְך.  ְתּבָ ּיָיה ֶאְצלֹו יִּ יַנת ֲעש ִּ חִּ  ּבְ

However, even though during 

Exile we receive from Havaya, 

which is higher than revelation and 

kindness, but when “You Havaya 

are our Redeemer," it is 

 ֶ ש  ה ה' ּגֹוֲאֵלנוּ "ֲאָבל ּכְ ָ   "ַאּתָ י ֶאְפש  ר אִּ

ְתּגַּלּות.  הִּ ים ּבְ ּסִּ ְראֹות ַהּנִּ  לִּ

 
7  It says that “In six ‘days’ Hashem made the heaven and earth”, on a simple level 

it means literally that Hashem made the world in six days, in the Zohar it says that 

the idea of the six days represents the six attributes that Hashem uses to create and 

interact with the world, the attributes of Kindness, Severity, Mercy, Victory, 

Submission, Connection. 
8  It says in the verse “הוי' בחכמה”, that the level of Havaya is expressed in the level 

of Chochma, Hashem's Wisdom, since it is the knowledge and awareness that 

Hashem is the only existence, and because it is so transparent to the Infinite Truth 

of Hashem it can receive from the level of Havaya, how Hashem is beyond the 

limits of time and space. 
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impossible to see miracles openly 

(since we are connecting to 

Hashem on a level higher than 

kindness and revelation). 

But, in truth, even today when it 

is very difficult to earn a 

livelihood, the fact that we receive 

our livelihood is literally a miracle 

as great as the Splitting of the 

Sea, it is just that this miracle is 

clothed in the natural order.  

ֱאֶמת ּבֶ ְכַהּיֹום    ,ֲאָבל  יּלּו  ֲאפִּ

ים חּוקִּ ּדְ ְרָנסֹות  ַהּפַ ֶ ש    ,ש  ַמּמָ הּוא 

ַים יַעת  ְקרִּ מֹו  ש    ,סּוף־ּכְ ְתַלּבֵ ּמִּ ֶ ש  ַאְך 

ַבע.  ֶרְך ַהּטֶ  ּדֶ

For this reason, (that during 

Exile we have an even deeper 

connection to Hashem), 

Yochanan the Kohen Gadol (who 

lived at the end of the Second Beis 

Hamikdash when the Jewish 

People were under foreign 

oppression) stopped the people 

who would tell Hashem to ‘wake 

up’ and save us from Exile,  

ֶאת  ּגָדֹול  ּכֵֹהן  יֹוָחָנן  ל  יּטֵ ּבִּ ְוָלֵכן 

ים עֹוְררִּ   ; ַהּמְ

they would say (Tehillim 44:24): 

“Wake up! Why do you sleep 

Hashem?!” He stopped them 

from saying that Hashem is 

sleeping, since we don’t need to 

‘wake Him up,’ since (Tehillim 

121:4): “See, the Guardian of the 

Jewish People doesn’t slumber 

nor sleep,” it is just that we don’t 

see the deeper connection beyond 

the concealment, as explained 

above. 

ים   אֹוְמרִּ ָהיּו  ֶ ים מד, כד(ש  ּלִּ הִּ "עּוָרה :  )ּתְ

ן ה'"  ַ יש  ה תִּ ל  –  9ָלּמָ יּטֵ ֵאין  ;  ְוהּוא ּבִּ ֶ ש 

יְך ְלעֹוְררוֹ  ּנֵה לֹא ָינּום ְולֹא    ,ָצרִּ י "הִּ ּכִּ

ן"   ָ יש  ד(יִּ קכא,  ים  ּלִּ הִּ ָאנּו    ,)ּתְ ֵאין  ֶ ש  ַרק 

''ל.  ּנַ ים ּכַ  רֹואִּ

 
 ]ַאְד'[.  9
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For in truth, (Malachi 3:6): “I 

Hashem have not changed (and 

am present in Exile just like in 

Redemption).” 

י" יתִּ נִּ ָ י ה' לֹא ש  ֱאֶמת "ֲאנִּ י ּבֶ י ג,   ּכִּ )ַמְלָאכִּ

 . ו(

However, during Exile (Amos 

5:2): “We have (spiritually) fallen 

and cannot get up,” to experience 

how Hashem “is beyond all 

worlds and fills all worlds” in a 

revealed manner, since we are 

spiritually insensitive and cannot 

go up spiritually to experience 

Divine revelation, but, during 

Exile we can be close to Hashem’s 

Essence (Havaya) that is beyond 

revelation. 

ֱאַמר ַעל גָ  ּנֶ ֶ ֵני ש  ּפְ )ָעמֹוס  ת ַהזֶּה  לוּ ַאְך מִּ

יף קּום":  ה, ב(  הּוא   ,"ָנְפָלה לֹא תֹוסִּ ֶ ש 

ין '  ל ָעְלמִּ ין' וּ   ' סֹוֵבב ּכָ ל ָעְלמִּ   ', ְמַמּלֵא ּכָ

ְלַמְעָלה ַלֲעלֹות  ר  ָ ֶאְפש  י  אִּ ֶ ַאְך    ,ש 

ְהיֹות ָקרֹוב.  ר לִּ ָ  ֶאְפש 

It is because this connection to 

Hashem’s Essence (Havaya) is 

beyond revelation. That is why it 

becomes clothed in the natural 

order and can’t be seen openly. 

This is the idea of Purim- all the 

events that happened in the 

Megilla happened in the natural 

order. 

ַבע ֶדֶרְך ַהּטֶ ש  ּבְ ְתַלּבֵ ֵני ֶזה ַהּנֵס מִּ ּפְ .  ּומִּ

ים פּורִּ יּלָה    –  ְוֵכן ּבְ גִּ ה ַהּמְ ל ַמֲעש ֵ   – ּכָ

ַבע ֶדֶרְך ַהּטֶ    .ּבְ

Similarly, the fact that during 

Exile we “call out to Hashem and 

we are not ‘answered’” is not 

because we are really not 

receiving an answer from 

Hashem, it is just that we don’t 

see the effect our prayers. 

 ֶ ּ ש  ַמה  ְוֵאין  "ָאנּו  ְוֵכן  ים  צֹוֲעקִּ

ים ַנעֲ   ,10" ַנֲענִּ ָאנּו  ֵאין  ֶ ש  יןלֹא  ַרק    ,נִּ

ים  ֵאין ָאנּו רֹואִּ ֶ  . ש 

 
ת לג, א(.  10 ּבָ ַ  )ְרֵאה ש 



 

LESSONS IN TORAH OR  18 

But in truth, not only is Hashem not 

more distant from us during Exile, 

but just the opposite, He is even 

closer than in the times of the first 

Beis Hamikdash, as our Sages said 

(Megilla 29a): “When the Jewish 

People were exiled to Babylonia, 

the Shechina (Divine Presence) 

went with them,” showing how 

Hashem’s Presence is with them 

even more in their exile. 

ַרזַ ְוַאּדְ  ָאְמרּו  ה  ְלָבֶבל "  :ל "ַרּבָ ָגלּו 

ֶהם ּמָ יָנה עִּ כִּ ְ  ". ש 

Also, it says (Yechezkal 1:1): 

“And ֲאִני-I (the Divine Presence) 

am found in the Exile,” since the 

Divine Presence referred to as 

Knesses Yisrael is called “ֲאִני-I 

am,” as it says “ֲאִני  and I (the-ו 

Divine Presence) ה ָ  am-ְתִפל 

connected to the Jewish People 

through their prayers.” 

ֶנֱאַמר א(  ְוַגם  א,  ְבתֹוְך  ֲאִניַַּּ"וַ   :)ְיֶחְזֵקאל 

ֶנֶסת  ,ַהּגֹוָלה" ּכְ ֶ ְקֵראת ־ש  נִּ ָרֵאל  ש ְ יִּ

י" יב    ",ֲאנִּ ד(ּוְכתִּ קט,  ים  ּלִּ הִּ י  :  )ּתְ "ַוֲאנִּ

ּלָה"  . ְתפִּ

In the earlier generations, when 

they would pray they would be 

answered right away since they 

were directly connected to the 

Divine Presence in a revealed 

manner.  

ָהיּו   ֶ ש  ּכְ ים  ֹונִּ אש  ָהרִּ ּוַבּדֹורֹות 

ים לִּ ּלְ ְתּפַ ים  ,מִּ  . ָהיּו ַנֲענִּ

But now, during Exile, the 

meaning of “ה ָ ְתִפל  ֲאִניַּ  literally-ו 

translated: and I am prayer” is that 

I (Hashem) Myself am connected 

to the Jewish People, since the 

word ּלָה פִּ  ,which means prayers ,ּתְ

can also mean “connection.”  

יו   ָ ַעְכש  ּלָה"ֲאָבל  ְתפִּ י  י    ",ַוֲאנִּ ֲאנִּ ֶ ש 

ּלָה מִּ צְ עַ בְּ  פִּ  – י ּתְ
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as we see a similar word 

describing how when Leah felt 

connected to her sister, Rachel, she 

used the word (Bereishis 30:8) 

י“ ו ל   connection,” which has a-נ ְפת 

root similar to ּלָה פִּ  showing that ,ּתְ

Hashem’s Divine Presence is 

strongly connected to the Jewish 

People during Exile. 

ֹון "ַנְפּתּוֵלי"  ש  ּלְ  . ל, ח(  א)ַוּיֵצֵ  11מִּ

Therefore, it says about Queen 

Ester (Ester 2:7): “When her 

father and mother died, 

Mordechai adopted her as a 

daughter.”  

יב   תִּ ר ב, ז(ְוָלֵכן ּכְ "ו ְבמֹותַָּאִביָהַַּּ:  )ֶאְסּתֵ

" ה  ָ    –ְוִאמ 

This absence of her "mother and 

father" represents the absence of 

Divine revelation, which is the 

aspect of Avraham, as is known. 

ּיָדּועַ  יַנת ַאְבָרָהם ּכַ חִּ זֶּהּו ּבְ ֶ  – ש 

Avraham represents the kindness and revelation of Hashem in the entire 

world. The "father and mother" represent a person's faculties of wisdom and 

understanding, which are the "parents" of the feelings that result from 

intellectual reflection. When there is Divine revelation, then a person's 

wisdom and understanding can process the Divine revelation and produce a 

feeling of love and fear for Hashem. During Exile, when there is very little 

Divine revelation (Avraham), then it is if a person's intellect and awareness 

of Hashem (father and mother) have "died," as it were. 

What happens when open divine 

revelation -- “her father and 

mother” -- stop? “Mordechai 

adopts her,” which is referring to 

the level of “ֶחֶסד בַּ  Abundant-ר 

Kindness" since the numerical 

י" כ  ָמְרד ְ ַּ ָ   "ְלָקָחה  "ַרב   (ם)ש  הּוא  ֶ ש 

ָ   ֶחֶסד" ש ּ  . לד, ו(  א)ּתִּ

 
סּוק) 11 "י ַעל ַהּפָ ִּ ּבּור. ְרֵאה ַרש  ֹון חִּ  . (ְלש 
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value (גמטריא( of ַכי  ,is 274 ָמְרּדְ

which is the same as ַרב ֶחֶסד, also 

274.  

The level of “Abundant Kindness” is different than regular Kindness. 

Regular Kindness is Kindness of Atzilus, which is lower than Chochma and 

Havaya, but “Abundant Kindness” is the Kindness that is Higher than 

Atzilus, beyond all limitations, and is expressed in Chochma and Havaya. 

This “Abundant Kindness,” in this context, means a connection to 

Hashem’s Essence, beyond even the revelation that existed in the time of 

the first Beis Hamikdash, and this is a deeper type of “Kindness” than that 

represented by “Avraham.” This deeper “Abundant Kindness” is expressed 

specifically in a state of Exile. 

But for us to properly receive this 

revelation, we need to dedicate 

ourselves to Hashem, as it says 

about Ester (every Jew during 

Exile) “And the girl was 

spiritually beautiful in form and 

appearance- meaning beautiful in 

fulfilling the Torah and Mitzvos,” 

(Ester 2:7), meaning that we are 

spiritually beautiful when we fulfill 

Hashem’s Will. 

 ָ )ש  תּוב  ּכָ ֶ ש  מֹו  ּכְ ֲעָרהַַּּ(:  םַאְך  נ   "ְוה 

תַַּּ ְוטֹוב  רַּ ֹא  ת  תַּ ְרֶאה"ְיפ  ַהְיינּו    ,מ  ּדְ

ה עֹוש ֶ ֶ ש    ,12וֹ ְרצֹונ  ]רצונה[ ּכְ

Then, when we fulfill His Will, we 

have the continuation of the verse: 

“Mordechai adopted her as a ת -ב 

daughter.” The Gemara says on 

this verse: “Don’t only read the 

word “ת  daughter" on a literal-ב 

level, but also read it, "ִית -ב 

house,” meaning a wife.”  

.[  "ְלָקָחּה  תלֹו    ].  ָ ְלב  )ש  ַאל "  –(  ם" 

ְקֵרי ְלַבת ֶאּלָא  ִיתלְַּּתִּ   ",ב 

 
"רצו   12 צ"ל  לכאורה  "רצונה" אבל  ע' קמז בביאור  נדפס  באור התורה מגילת אסתר  וכן הוא  נו", 

   "והיינו כשהנערה יפ״ת שעושה רצונו ש״ממאמר זה כשמביא ענין זה אומר: "
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Mordechai married Ester after he adopted her, and a wife is the mainstay of 

the house. What is the idea of a house? A house is where a person is fully 

revealed, so by saying that a Jew, during Exile, becomes a “house” for 

Hashem by fulfilling His Will, this means that he causes Hashem to be fully 

revealed on a very deep level. 

This means that the level of 

Hashem the way He is, “יק ת ִ  ע 

 Removed and beyond all-יֹוִמין

‘days’” - meaning Attributes (as 

explained above what the ‘Six 

Days’ represent”) - becomes 

expressed in connecting to us 

during Exile. 

ּיָדּועַ  ין ּכַ יק יֹומִּ ּלָה ַעּתִּ ְתּגַ ּנִּ ֶ  .ש 

This revelation of Hashem’s 

Essence, the way He is beyond the 

Attributes, is possible because 

(Ester 8:15): “Mordechai (the 

essential Chochma of Hashem 

which expresses Havaya) comes 

out (into this world, which is) in 

front of the ‘King’ (after the 

concealment created from Malchus 

of Atzilus that separates Divinity 

from created beings, because he is) 

clothed (in the spiritual ‘garments’ 

of the Oral Torah that we study), 

which is the Six Orders of the 

Mishna. 

א ֵמֲחַמת " ְתּגַּלּות ּבָ יַָּיָצאְַַּּוַההִּ כ  ו ָמְרד ְ

ִַּמל ִַּ ְלבו ש  ב ִ ֶלְךַּ ֶ מ  יַּה  13"ְפנ 
ר ח, טו(     , )ֶאְסּתֵ

ים  ה ְסָדרִּ ָ ּ ש  ִּ  :ַהְיינּו ַעל ְיֵדי ש 

The verse mentions six types of garments that Mordechai had to wear to go 

before of the king. These represent the Six Orders of the Mishna that 

Hashem's Essential Chochma-Wisdom becomes invested in before it can 

come down to us in this physical world: 

 
ֵמָחה") 13 ן ָצֲהָלה ְוש ָ ָ ּוש  יר ש  ָמן, ְוָהעִּ יְך ּבּוץ ְוַאְרּגָ דֹוָלה, ְוַתְכרִּ ֵכֶלת ָוחּור, ַוֲעֶטֶרת ָזָהב ּגְ  . ("ַמְלכּות, ּתְ
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“Royal garments” is a reference 

to the Order of Zeraim-Plants, 

like it is written (Yeshaya 61:11): 

“For like the earth produces 

vegetation, so too will Hashem 

produce salvation.” We see that the 

earth is what produces new things 

from completely nothing, like 

Malchus (Hashem’s aspect of 

Royalty), which He uses to create 

‘Yesh M’Ayin-something from 

nothing.’ It also says (Tehillim 

85:2): “Truth will sprout from the 

ground,” showing how the earth 

sprouts totally new things, just like 

Malchus makes things that seem 

totally new. 

ְלכו ת" מֹו   "מ  ּכְ ים  ְזָרעִּ ֵסֶדר  ֶזה 

ְע  ַ תּוב )ְיש  ּכָ ֶ י כָ ש  "ּכִּ   ָאֶרץַָּיה סא, יא(: 

פה,   ים  ּלִּ הִּ )ּתְ יב  ּוְכתִּ ְמָחּה"  צִּ יא  ּתֹוצִּ

ְצָמח".   יב(: "ֱאֶמת ֵמֶאֶרץ ּתִּ

ֶלת“ כ   Techeiles-(Dark Blue-ת ְ

clothing)” is a reference to the 

Order of Moed-Festivals, since 

the word ֵכֶלת  is connected to the ּתְ

word (Tehillim 119:96) “  ְכָלה ְלָכל  ּתִּ

ֵקץ   י  יתִּ  For every limited thing-ָראִּ

has an end time,” an expression of 

matters of time, which are limited 

and have an end, just as the festivals 

and seasons have their timely 

limits. 

ֶלת" כ  ֵסֶדר ת ְ ֶזה  טו(  ח,  ר  )ֶאְסּתֵ  "

ֹון ְזָמן.   –מֹוֵעד   ְלש 

 Chur-White clothing”, this is-חו רַּ“

represented in the Order of 

Nashim-Women (laws about 

marriage etc.).  

ָ ָוחו רַּ" ים. ם" )ש  ִּ  ( ֶזה ֵסֶדר ָנש 

The word חּור can also mean a hole, i.e., a space meant to receive something 

(like we need to dig a hole in the ground in order to lay the foundation of a 
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building). We see that the idea of חּור is a space for receiving something, 

which is the feminine quality of receiving. 

“And a great golden crown,” this 

is a reference to the Order of 

Nezikin-Damages, since the 

knowledge needed to deal with 

monetary issues is so great that it 

becomes like a crown on the 

person’s head. 

דֹוָלה" ג ְ ָזָהבַּ ֲעֶטֶרתַּ ָ ו  )ש  ֵסֶדר ם"  ֶזה   )

ין.   יקִּ  ְנזִּ

“And fine linen clothing,” the 

word ּבּוץ-linen is an expression 

that means that same as ד  linen-ב  

used to describe the garments of the 

Kohanim in the Beis Hamikdash, 

this is a reference to the Order of 

Kadashim-Sacrifices in the Beis 

Hamikdash. 

ו ץ" ְכִריְךַּב  ָ ְות  ד –( ם" )ש  ֹון ּבַ ֶזה  – ְלש 

ים.  ֵסֶדר ק   ִּ  ָדש 

“And purple wool clothing”, this 

is a reference to the Order of 

Taharos-Purity, since the color 

purple is a combination of 

different colors, blue and red 

mixed together. 

ָמן" ְרג ָ ָ   "ְוא  רֹות  ( ם)ש  ָטה  ֵסֶדר    , ֶזה 
ים ה ְגָוונִּ ּמָ ּה ּכַ ּיֵש  ּבָ ֶ י ש  פִּ ּלְ ֶ   .ש 

Similarly, to understand the laws of Ritual Purity (Tumah and Tahara) 

requires a mixture of logic and super-rational faith, since the reasoning 

behind the laws cannot be understood rationally, but after we accept the 

premises given by Hashem, we can use logic to derive how to apply the law 

to similar situations. 
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Just as Mordechai had to first put on 

the royal clothing, then he was able 

to come out before the king, so, too, 

after we have a connection to the 

Oral Torah, we can have this 

deeper connection to Hashem 

during Exile come to the 

revelation of (Ester 8:15-16):  

ְתגַּ  הִּ ְך ָיבֹא ּבְ   – ּלּותְוַאַחר ּכַ

“and the city of Shushan was 

happy and rejoiced, because, for 

the Jewish People there was the 

spiritual Light of the Oral Torah.” 

ָחה" מ  ְוש ָ ָצֲהָלהַּ ןַּ ָ ו ש  ש  ָ   "ְוָהִעירַּ , (ם )ש 

הו ִדיםַַּּ" י ְ ָנה יֹוָמא ד, אל  ְ ש    ָהְיָתהַּאֹוָרהַַַּּּמִּ

ָ   "כּו'   :   ., טז( ם)ש 

The idea of the verse is as follows: 

"Mordechai comes out in front of the king" represents that the higher and 

deeper connection of the Jew to Hashem during Exile can come out and be 

revealed down here in this world, 

“in the royal garments etc.” represents that for this deep connection to be 

experienced by us in a lasting manner it requires us to “clothe” that 

connection in learning the laws of the Oral Torah encoded in the Six Orders 

of the Mishna. 

In Tanya, Igeres Hakodesh, at that beginning, the Alter Rebbe explains that 

the laws of the Oral Torah express the Essential Will of Hashem, which is 

beyond any comprehension, and therefore, has the power to strengthen our 

pure faith in Hashem. 

Similarly, the deeper connection that we have during Exile, which is higher 

than the attributes of Kindness and Mercy when they are openly revealed, 

become internalized within us and empower us through studying the laws 

of the Oral Torah. 
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Summary of the Maamar: 

Q1. What does it mean that Yom Kippur is a day that is like 
Purim? 

A1. Just like Purim is when Haman threw lotteries to choose the 
month to attack the Jews, and nonetheless, we defeated him, so, too, 
on Yom Kippur there was a lottery deciding which of the two goats 
would be offered in the Beis Hamikdash, and which would be 
thrown off a cliff. The idea of a lottery is that a person subjects their 
decision to the outcome of the lottery and not to their feeling or 
understanding. This shows how we give ourselves over to Hashem 
beyond our intellect and emotions.  

Q2. If we have committed sins during the year, how do we reach this 
high level of connecting to Hashem beyond intellect on Yom Kippur 
(and Purim)?  

A2. On Yom Kippur we received the Second Tablets (Luchos) of 
the Torah, and we receive the power from the Torah to turn our 
entire desire and interest to Hashem, so that our physical needs 
should be without passion or desire, and our passion and desire 
should be only for Hashem. By doing that, we remove the separation 
created from past sins. 

Q3. If someone is trying so hard to connect to Hashem and doesn’t 
come out with a deep understanding and feeling for Hashem, why 
should he feel motivated to continue trying, rather than giving up, 
chas v’shalom? 

A3. Because he can realize that during Exile (Yitzchok-
concealment) there is really a much deeper connection to Hashem 
than in the time of the Beis Hamikdash. Not through open miracles 
and revelations of Kindness (Avraham) and Mercy (Yaakov), but 
through miracles clothed in nature. In this way we have a direct 
connection to Hashem the way He is higher than Attributes. So, even 
though we cannot connect with so much understanding and 
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emotions for Hashem, we are connecting to Him in an even deeper 
way. 

Q4. Why are “royal garments” required in order to bring out this 
deeper connection to Hashem that exists through our mesirus nefesh 
during Exile? 

A4. The laws of the Oral Torah in the Mishna and Gemara are 
Hashem's Essential Will, which is totally beyond all the limitations 
of all the spiritual levels. Because it is so lofty that it is totally beyond 
the understanding of any created being, it can only be expressed in 
something very low that is not connected to understanding, namely, 
in laws about physical things in the physical world. When we learn 
the laws of how to live in the physical world, we are really 
connecting to the Essential Will of Hashem that is beyond all 
spiritual levels of understanding and is giving us the power to 
experience the deeper connection to Hashem that is available during 
Exile. 
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Lessons from the Maamar in the Service of Hashem: 

1- When we turn our interest and passion away from materiality 
and redirect it into a passion for connecting to Hashem, this 
causes that we should see how Hashem is really performing 
miracles for us all the time. 

2- Even when we try our hardest to connect to Hashem through 
learning and prayer and we feel that we are failing, we need 
to know that it is foolish to give up just because we don’t feel 
connected. The truth is that Hashem connects Himself to us 
during Exile in an even deeper way than He did in the time 
of the Beis Hamikdash. This deeper connection is not based 
on how much we understand and feel, but on the eseential 
fact that we are Jewish. Therefore, it is always present, 
because we are always Jewish, even if we are not always fully 
connecting to Hashem in a revealed way. Since we don’t have 
as much understanding and feeling, we have to awaken our 
power of mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice) to do what Hashem 
wants with total dedication, no matter how hard it seems. 
Through this mesirus nefesh to actually do what Hashem 
wants we connect to Hashem more than through the 
understanding and feeling for Him during the time of the Beis 
Hamikdash. 

3- Even though this deeper connection to Hashem is available 
during Exile, we need to learn the halachos, the laws of the 
Torah SheBaal Peh-the Oral Torah, to make a "garment" for 
this connection to stay with us and become internalized. Even 
if the laws seem to relate to purely physical things, they are 
really connecting us to Hashem the way He is higher than any 
human understanding, and they can help us use and maintain 
our power of mesirus nefesh and the deeper connection to 
Hashem that we achieve in Exile. 
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Sponsored by 

Rabbi Roberto and Margie Szerer, 

in loving memory of 

Gladys Szerer-Sarah Bat Shalom Z''L 

Victor Sasson-Victor Chayim Ben Saul Z’’L 

Enrique Szerer-Hersh Ben Aryeh Meyer HaCohen Z’’L 

Andrea Szerer-Leah Bat Chayim HaCohen Z’’L 

*** 

בן  ל"זלעילוי נשמת הרה"ת ר' חיים שניאור זלמן יהודה 
 יבלחט"א ר' אהרן לייב שיחי' 

*** 

Did you enjoy this maamar? Please partner in this project 

making Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to Jewish 

people around the world!  

Please go to www.DonorBox.org/LearnChassidus and 

donate! 

To see any maamar of Torah Or/Likutei Torah with 

nekudos visit 

www.ChassidutBehirah.com   

To view previous maamarim translations, go to 

www.LearnChassidus.com 
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