luach

Your complete guide to this
week's halachos and minhagim.

Shabbos

8 Adar, 5781 | Parshas Terumah,
Parshas Zachor

Things to do

Krias Hatorah

e Two Sifrei Torah are removed from the aron
kodesh." In the first Sefer Torah, seven aliyos are
read in Parshas Terumah. The second Sefer Torah
is then placed next to the first one,? and Chatzi
Kaddish is recited. This is followed by hagbah
and gelilah of the first Sefer Torah.’

e From the second Sefer Torah, Parshas Zachor
(Ki Seitzei 25:17-19) is read for maftir. This is
followed by hagbah and gelilah of the second
Sefer Torah.*

e According to most Poskim, the kriah of Parshas
Zachor is min hatorah.® Therefore, when listening,
have in mind to be yotzei your obligation.

e There is a machlokes haposkim whether women
are obligated to hear Parshas Zachor.” The Rebbe
once mentioned that it has become customary
for women to go to shul and hear this parshah.®

e The baal korei reads zeicher zecher Amalek (first
zeicher and then zecher).?
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For local candle
lighting times visit
Chabad.org/Candles

e The haftorah of Parshas Zachor is then read. The

haftorah begins with the words Ko amar Hashem
(I Shmuel 15:2).7°

Wednesday

12 Adar, 5781

Things to do

e Although tomorrow is Taanis Esther, as long as
you have not yet gone to sleep, you may eat until
alos hashachar.™

Thursday

13 Adar, 5781 | Taanis Esther

Things to do

* Do not rinse your mouth in the morning (as is
usually done before reciting birchos hashachar).'

e For more fast-related laws, see below, “Hosafos."

e On a fast day, it is customary to increase in
tzedakah, in quantity as well as in quality (by
giving it in a cheerful and pleasant manner).”
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Shacharis and Selichos

e The congregation does not recite Aneinu by
Shacharis. The chazzan, however, recites Aneinu
during chazaras hashatz (as a separate berachah
between Goel Yisroel and Refaeinu).

e Since today is Thursday, Selichos are recited
after the paragraph Misratezeh berachamim in
Tachanun.™

e New editions of Tehillas Hashem feature Selichos
in a seamless format. See below, “Hosafos,” for
the correct order of Selichos according to the
pages of the older editions of Tehillas Hashem.

e Selichos are followed by the long Avinu Malkeinu,
Va’anachnu lo neda, Chatzi Kaddish, and krias
hatorah.

e For more on Shacharis and Selichos, see below,
"Hosafos."”

Krias Hatorah

e \Vayechal is read during both Shacharis and
Minchah.

® The congregation recites aloud the pesukim of
Shuv meicharon apecha, Hashem Hashem Keil
rachum vechanun (until venakei), and vesalachta,
followed by the baal korei."

® For more on krias hatorah, see below, “Hosafos.”

Machatzis Hashekel

e Before Minchah, give machatzis hashekel'
by giving to tzedakah' three half-coins of the
established currency of the current time and
place.”® (In the United States, use three half-
dollars.)

® Inplaceswhere half-coins are uncommon (such as
in the United States), the gabbaim prepare three
half-coins for the community to use. Acquire the
half-coins by placing money into the plate or
pushka in their stead and then lifting them. Give
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the half-coins to tzedakah by depositing them
back into the plate or pushka.™

e There is a widespread custom to give machatzis
hashekel on behalf of each family member.?®

e Children should be encouraged to give machatzis
hashekel using their own money. Parents should
help them do this, and make sure they have
sufficient money left over for their personal
needs.?”!

e If you did not give machatzis hashekel before
Minchah today, give it before the megillah
reading on Purim morning.?

Minchah

e After Ashrei and Chatzi Kaddish, Vayechal is
read from the Torah. The one who receives the
third aliyah also serves as maftir, reading Dirshu
Hashem behimatz’o, followed by three berachos
(until magen david). Chatzi Kaddish is not said
between shlishi and the haftorah.

o After the haftorah is read, the Sefer Torah is
returned to the aron kodesh and Chatzi Kaddish
is recited, followed by Shemoneh Esrei.?®

e Say Aneinu in Shema Koleinu where indicated
(unlessyou are not fasting). See below, “Hosafos,"”
for the laws that apply if you forgot to say Aneinu.

® The chazzan says Aneinu as a separate berachah
between Goel Yisroel and Refaeinu. He also says
Birchas Kohanim.

* We don't say Tachanun and Avinu Malkeinu, due
to it being Erev Purim.

Divrei Kivushin

® The Rebbe revived the custom of saying divrei
kivushin (words that arouse the listeners to
teshuvah) after Minchah on fast days. Wherever
possible, at least a few words of inspiration
should be shared, or a relevant chapter of Tehillim
should be recited.?*
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If this cannot be arranged, at least reflect on the
theme of teshuvah as it relates to this day, and
Hashem will consider these thoughts as having
been verbalized.?

Thursday night

14 Adar, 5781 | Purim night

Things to do

Maariv

It is customary to wear Shabbos clothing on
Purim (for married men—a [silk] kapote).?

Say Ve'al Hanissim during Maariv. (See below,
"Hosafos,” for the laws that apply if you forgot to
say Ve'al Hanissim.)

Shemoneh Esrei is followed by Kaddish Shalem
and the reading of the megillah (see below). If the
minyan did not yet recite kiddush levanah, they
should do so before reading the megillah.?” (This
year, tonight is the last night to recite kiddush
levanah.) The megillah reading is followed by
Ve'atah kadosh, Kaddish Shalem (omitting the
stanza of Tiskabel), and Aleinu.?®

Although the main Purim meal will take place
tomorrow, a meal should be eaten tonight
as well.? If the meal includes bread, say Ve'al
(See
"Hosafos,” for the laws that apply if you forgot to

Hanissim when  bentching.® below,
say Ve'al Hanissim.)
If possible, refrain from eating before the

megillah reading.*'
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The Megillah Reading

If one reads the megillah as a story that took
place long ago and does not apply to their life
today, one does not fulfill their obligation. (Torah
of the Baal Shem Tov, quoted in Likkutei Sichos,
vol. 6, p. 189)

The megillah should be folded® into three
sections.®

When listening to the berachos and kriah, have in
mind to be yotzei your obligation.3*

Even failing to hear a single word or possuk may
prevent you from being yotzei. If this happens,
say the missing word(s) from your megillah or
Chumash until you catch up to the baal korei.*®
We make noise when Haman's name is mentioned
with an appellation, such as ha’agagi or hara.*
The listeners read the following pesukim out
loud (followed by the baal korei): Ish yehudi (2:1),
U'Mordechai yatza (8:15), Layehudim (8:16), and
Ki Mordechai hayehudi (10:3).%

Additionally, when reaching the words chamesh
meios ish (9:6), say from chamesh meios ish until
(and including) the word aseres in one breath.
This is followed by the baal korei.®

Rustle the megillah when saying ha’igeres hazos
(9:26) and igeres hapurim hazos hashenis (9:29).%
After completing the megillah, the baal korei
recites the berachah of Harov es riveinu. Do not
speak until he completes the berachah.®* Next,
say Shoshanas Yaakov and roll up your megillah.*'
See below, "Hosafos,” for additional halachos
and minhagim that apply when reading or
listening to the megillah.

After the Megillah Reading

Thursday night is the last night to recite Kiddush
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Levanah, which may be said the entire night*? (as
long as the moon is visible).

Friday

14 Adar, 5781 | Purim day

Things to do

e The simchah of Purim is much greater than the
simchah of Yom Tov.®#

e |f possible, refrain from eating before the
megillah reading.**

Shacharis and the Megillah Reading

e We don't say Tachanun.®®

* Say Ve'al Hanissim during Shemoneh Esrei. (See
below, “Hosafos,” for the laws that apply if you
forgot to say Ve'al Hanissim.)

® Shemoneh Esrei is followed by Chatzi Kaddish
and krias hatorah. The parshah of Vayavo Amalek
is read. (The baal korei reads zecher zeicher
Amalek, first zecher and then zeicher.*) This
is followed by Chatzi Kaddish, hagbah, and
gelilah.¥

e If you did not hear Parshas Zachor on Shabbos,
you can be yotzei by listening to the kriah of
Vayavo Amalek.*®

e Krias hatorah is followed by the reading of the
megillah.”? (See above and below, “Hosafos,” for
the relevant halachos and minhagim.)

® When listeningto the berachah of Shehecheyanu,
have in mind that it also applies to the mitzvos of
mishloach manos, matanos la’evyonim, and the
Purim feast.®

e After the megillah reading, say Ashrei and Uva
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Letzion. Kaddish Shalem is recited, and the Sefer
Torah is returned to the aron kodesh. Continue
with Beis Yaakov and complete davening as
usual.®’

Mishloach Manos and Matanos

La’evyonim

® The minimal obligation of mishloach manos is to
send two portions of food or drink (or one food
and one drink®) to one friend.® The portions
must be edible in their present state.>

® The minimal obligation of matanos la’evyonim is
to give two presents to two poor people, one to
each.®

e |t is ideal to send additional mishloach manos
and give added matanos la’evyonim, beyond
the minimum requirement.® It is better to add
in matanos la’evyonim than to add in mishloach
manos and the Purim feast.”’

e See below, "Hosafos,” for more on mishloach
manos and matanos la’evyonim.

The Purim Seudah

e Because it is erev Shabbos, the Purim seudah
should be held in the morning*®—before chatzos,
for the honor of Shabbos. (See below, “Hosafos,”
for the laws that apply if you did not have your
meal before chatzos).

* |t is proper to study Torah for at least a few
minutes® before beginning the Purim seudah.®

* |tis customary to eat kreplach during the meal.®'

®  On Purim one must drink wine beyond his habit.¢?
However, it is better to refrain from doing so if
this will result in inappropriate behavior or lack of
proper respect for a mitzvah.® It should be noted
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that the gezeirah of not drinking more than four
shots of mashkeh seems to apply to Purim as
well.%

e Say Ve'al Hanissim when bentching. (See below,
"Hosafos,” for the laws that apply if you forgot to
say Ve'al Hanissim.)

Purim Customs

e |tis customary to eat hamantashen on Purim.

e |t is customary for children to wear costumes
on Purim.% Care should be taken to ensure that
all costumes reflect the proper Yiddishe and
chassidishe spirit.

* In many places it is customary for children to act
out the Purim story. Parents should emphasize
to their children that it is inappropriate for a
Jew to behave like a rasha such as Haman, even
for a short while. The child acting out Haman'’s
part should be aware that he/she is only doing
so because someone must fill that position, not

because they are comfortable with it and enjoy
it.co

Thirty Days Before Pesach

e Purim marks the beginning of the 30-day
preparation period preceding Pesach.®

e Begin studying the halachos of Pesach.®®

e Start giving maos chitim, providing Pesach
provisions to those in need.*’

e Refrain from eating matzah.”

¢ When handling chametz, make sure it does not
get stuck somewhere in a way that will make it
difficult to remove before Pesach.”
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2Minchah

e Say Ve'al Hanissim during Minchah. (See below,
"Hosafos,"” for the laws that apply if you forgot to
say Ve'al Hanissim).

Hosafos

Taanis Esther, 5781
Fasting

e One who is ill (even if not dangerously so),
pregnant, or nursing is exempt from fasting this
fast.”?

* You may wake up early to eat or drink before alos
hashachar, provided that you stipulated (at least
in thought) before going to sleep that you will
do so. (Wash negel vasser first, even if you will
be going back to sleep. If you will remain awake,
also say birchos hashachar). If you usually drink
upon awakening, you do not need to stipulate
for drinking.”

Shacharis and Selichos

e The chazzan should only recite Aneinu as a
separate berachah if three of the congregants
are fasting, and another seven have eaten less
than the shiur’* Otherwise, he should recite it
during Shema Koleinu.”

e Selichos are recited standing,’® especially
the sections of Ashamnu, Shema Koleinu,
Avinu Malkeinu, and the Yud-Gimmel Middos
Harachamim.

* The following is the correct order of the Selichos
according to the pages of the older editions of
Tehillas Hashem:”
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«  DTIYY MY’ - O1pPa OIX 1PNAR IPIYRT 1PPIYR 78
(359-360'Y).

o PRI YIY - MANIRDI HY AW 1IN 9-R 77 (344 D).
e MRYNIATIVRD - DN PR Y D (360'Y).
e Y Yy1-o1abyaronid (345Y).

*  D'ANT RDD HY - D-RN NNRIPNIAR PIORTIPPIOR (‘D
360-361).

e PRTIPYIY - DMNIRDI Y VT PPN 9-K (344 Y).
«  oon nna® (361-362).

e PRP YOV - AN RDD HY 2w on H-R (344 ‘p).
o IPPYRNMIYNANR - SN0t # (347-349 ).

o 8mpmraIxRYIYa RNWN - JPTIN W (350-351 V).

Krias Hatorah

e \Vayechal is only read if a minimum of three
congregants are fasting.®

e One who is not fasting should not be called up
to the Torah.® However, if you were called up and
don't want to publicize that you aren't fasting,
you may accept the aliyah.®

Aneinu

* If you forgot to say Aneinu (and you already said
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Hashem’'s name at the end of the berachah),
say Aneinu at the end of Elokai Netzor, before
the second Yihiyu leratzon, omitting the ending
(Boruch atah Hashem ha’oneh etc.).¥’

Purim, 5781

Ve’al Hanissim

* Do not skip Ve'al Hanissim to be able to answer
Kedushah or Modim .8

* The following laws apply if you forgot to say Ve'al
Hanissim when davening:

e If you remembered before saying Hashem’s
name at the end of the berachah, go back and
say Ve'al Hanissim.%

e |f you remembered after saying Hashem'’s name,
do not go back.”

The following laws apply if you forgot to say Ve'al

Hanissim when bentching:

e |If you remembered before saying Hashem's
name at the end of the berachah, go back and
say Ve'al Hanissim.”"

e |f you remembered after saying Hashem'’s name,
when reaching Harachaman hu yizakeinu, add:
1PN1ARY WYY 11 0°01 119 NWP K10 1NN
12172771 °1’2,nTN NTa 0nn 0’
and then continue with Harachaman.”

e If you remembered after finishing bentching, do
not go back.

The Megillah Reading

e \Women are obligated to hear the megillah as
well, both at night and by day. If they are unable
to come to shul, arrangements should be made
for the megillah to be read for them at home.?®

e Children who are old enough to listen quietly
should also be brought to shul to hear the
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megillah.** If bringing young children to shul,
make sure they sit quietly and only make noise at
the appropriate times.”

e When reading the megillah, open the megillah
before saying the berachos.”

e If you have already heard the megillah and are
reading it for others, one of the listeners should
(stand” and) recite the berachos. If this is not
possible, say the berachos on their behalf.”® (This
applies when reading for women as well.”)

* Do not speak until you have finished reading the
megillah. If you spoke between the berachos and
the kriah, the berachos must be repeated.'®

¢ Have in mind to be motzi the listeners.'

e Be careful to read each word accurately, as
a change in pronunciation may prevent the
listeners from being yotzei.

e When reaching the possuk Balaylah hahu (6:1),
raise your voice.'”

e In8:11,read laharog ule’abed and then velaharog
ule’abed.'®

* In 9:2, read ve'ish lo amad bifneihem and then
ve'ish lo amad lifneihem.

® |If less than ten men are present, do not say the
berachah of Harov es riveinu.'® However, you
may recite it without shem u’malchus.'%

e If there is not enough time to finish reading the
megillah before shekiah, you may still read it
without the berachos until tzeis hakochavim.'”

Mishloach Manos and Matanos
La’evyonim

e Some Poskim are of the opinion that mishloach
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manos must be sent via a shliach.'® This can be
fulfilled by sending them with a child.'”

e Women (from the age of bas mitzvah) are also
obligated to send mishloach manos and give
matanos la’evyonim."°

® Men should send mishloach manos to men and
women should send to women. However, men
may give matanos la’evyonim to women and vice

versa.'!

* Boys and girls who have reached the age of
chinuch should fulfill the mitzvos of mishloach
manos and matanos la’evyonim themselves.'"?
Furthermore, even if you are in doubt if a certain
child has reached the age of chinuch, he/she
should fulfill these mitzvos as well.""®

e |f there are no poor people available on Purim to
whom matanos la’evyonim can be given, set aside
money for this purpose and distribute it when the
opportunity arises." Nowadays, there are many
organizations that accept online donations (both
before and on Purim) that will be distributed to
the poor on Purim day.

The Purim Seudah

e Ifyou did not eat your meal before chatzos, have
it before “the tenth hour”,"® which is about 3
hours before shekiah.

e |If "the tenth hour” has already passed, one
should still eat the meal before shekiah.'®

e Care should be taken not to forget to daven
Kabbolas Shabbos and Maariv. The Rebbe once
mentioned that the Rema would go from house
to house at the end of Purim and remind the
townspeople to daven Maariv.'”
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