11391 1371

1-R" 0713

WEEK 2
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Tuesday 22 lyar (May 4) - Monday 28 lyar (May 10)
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CLASSIC

Learn the four Sichos.

Follow this track to learn all four sichos over a six
week period.

Go to tutalts.com to watch Shiurim given by a variety

of popular magidei shiurim in a text based basic but

thorough journey through these 4 transformational
sichos.

Reprinted with
permission from:
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2 TIME o
e KNOW

SEIZE THE MOMENT. GAIN CLARITY IN THE
REBBE'S TEACHINGS ON MOSHIACH

MAGGIDEI SHIUR
ON TUTALTZ.COM

G\\P

TUESDAY 22 IYAR - MONDAY 28 Iyar

SECOND HALF OF SICHA ONE
mor T vy (2 p5a ,n" o - wpha) & .,

RABBI MOSHE RABBI LEVI RABBI CHAIM RABBI RONNIE
GOURARIE GARELIK WOLOSOW FINE
THE SICHA THE SICHA THE SICHA SICHA SUMMARY

RABBI SHOLOM RABBI ZUSHE RABBI BEREL RABBI YY
ZIRKIND WILHELM BELL JACOBSON
SICHA IN-DEPTH SICHA IN-DEPTH DVAR MALCHUS SUNDAY'’S LIVE
COURSE SHIUR

6 WEEKS

n"a

15 IYAR - 3 TAMMUZ . - . TUTALTZ.COM






IN-DEPTH

Delve into the depths of the sicha and uncover the

hidden gems contained within. Discover the richness

of these sichos by exploring the ideas discussed

and following the many footnotes to gain a deeper
understanding.

Fascinating in-depth shiurim available at

TUTALTZ.COM
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Last week we learned that Mashiach’s primary role will be to restore
the practice of Torah and mitzvos to what it was when we lived in
Erets Yisrael. In this context, we explored the two proofs from the
Torah that the Rambam cited.

The first proof is from the book of Devarim, where the Torah
foretells that Hashem will return the Jewish people to Erets Yisrael,
which will enable us to fulfill all the mitzvos that are related to living
in Erets Yisrael. The second proof is from the prophecy of Bilam in
the book of Bamidbar, where the Torah speaks of Mashiach’s role as
a successor to David Hamelech.

We explained that as a king, Mashiach will restore all that David
Hamelech accomplished: he will rebuild the Beis Hamikdash and
provide stability and security, which will enable us to fulfill all
the mitzvos.

This leaves us with a disturbing question: Are we waiting for thou-
sands of years just to return to David Hamelech’s days? As wonderful
as those days were for us in Erets Yisrael, the rest of the world was
pagan. Moreover, many of them secretly detested us and attacked
us whenever they could. Eventually, they succeeded in uprooting us

from our land.

Will Mashiach not do better? Can’t Mashiach improve on David
Hamelech’s achievements and actually transform the status quo so
that Hashem could be revealed, and the nations of the world could
embrace Him openly? Doesn't it stand to reason that the endgame
of creation is for the entire world to acknowledge its Creator and
embrace Him willingly?

To answer this question and to gain a better understanding of
how profoundly Mashiach will impact the world, leaving no stone

@

‘I;I;I‘ LESSON 2 THE ROAD TO REDEMPTION [ 1



unturned and no soul unmoved, we must delve into Bilam’s proph-
ecy in more detail.

Last week, we didn’t read Bilam’s actual prophecy. We just men-
tioned that he correlated David Hamelech with Mashiach. Today, we
will explore Bilam’s words more carefully and learn the Rebbe’s keen
analysis of the links that he drew between them:

TEXT 1
Numbers 24: 17-19
LIV DOP) TPV 221 77T 21 KD NPUR 1HY RY] NRIN

R WY DITR I35 TR IR0 IR P DRI
2 Y SN IR TV YT

I see it, but not now; I behold it, but not soon. A star has gone forth
from Yaakov, and a staff will arise from Israel, crushing Moav’s princes
and uprooting all of Sheis’s descendants. Edom will be possessed, and

Se’ir will be inherited by his enemies and Israel will triumph.

Bilam was discussing a future event. “I see it, but not now”—it will
happen, but not just yet. Which event was he discussing here?

Rambam delves into these words and explains that Bilam was
discussing two separate epochs. The epoch of David Hamelech
and the epoch of Mashiach. He broke down these epochs into four

statements:

TEXT 2

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos

Melachim Umilchamoseihem, 11:1
TITGIRY ROYIRN L

TPURT 397 N1 “,219R XD NPUR”
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1. “Iseeit, but not now” refers to David.

“I behold it, but not in the near future” refers to Mashiach.

2. “A star will go forth from Yaakov” refers to David.

“And a staff will arise from Israel” refers to Mashiach.

3. “Crushingall of Moav’s princes” refers to David, as the Torah states,
“He smote Moav and measured them with a line” (II Shmuel 8:2).

“Uprooting all of Sheis’s descendants” refers to Mashiach, about whom
the Torah states, “He will rule from sea to sea” (Zechariah 9:10).

4. “Edom (Esavs descendants) will be possessed” refers to David, as
the Torah states, “Edom became servants of David” (II Shmuel 8:6).
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“Se’ir (Esavs extended family) will become the inheritance” refers to
Mashiach, as the Torah states, “Saviors will ascend Mount Zion to
judge the mountain of Esav” (Ovadiah 1:21).

Last week we learned that Rambam cited Bilam’s prophecy to demon-
strate that Mashiach will succeed David Hamelech, and thereby
restore the Davidic kingdom. But this point is made by stating that
the two are joined in Bilam’s prophecy. Why does Rambam break it
down so carefully into four categories? Wouldn't it be sufficient to
demonstrate the general link?

The casual reader might reasonably conclude that since Rambam
needed to demonstrate a general link, he figured that he may as
well decode the entire prophecy. But as we learned last week, the
Rebbe’s approach is that nothing in Mishneh Torah is superfluous. If
Rambam added extra words, he was hinting at a message about the
era of Mashiach that is not readily available.

What might that message be?

By analyzing the prophecies of Bilam, Rambam highlights four links
between David Hamelech and Mashiach. This demonstrates that

Mashiach will succeed David Hamelech and become a Jewish king.

In the next section we will break down these four categories and dis-
cover that each represents a new stage in the journey to redemption.

4 | AVISION FOR MASHIACH

The Entire Torah

Rambam demonstrates that
each pasuk in this prophecy
speaks of Mashiach. Rambam
goes further in the next
halachah and writes that all
the books of the prophets
are filled with the subject

of Mashiach. This sounds
hyperbolic because most
chapters of the prophets
speak of other subjects.

The Rebbe explains

that the Rambam meant
precisely what he wrote. If
you drill down enough and
explore the writings of the
commentaries, you will find
relevance to Mashiach in
every single pasuk, including
pesukim that speak of Galus.

Sefer Hasichos 5751:2, p. 518
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The Rebbe explains that each of these four categories is a critical
stage on the road to universal redemption. Mashiach will change the
world. Under his influence, every human will embrace G-d readily
and enthusiastically. But it will be a long process. He will begin by
working on himself, then work with the Jewish people, and finally
focus on all of humanity. In each of these stages, Mashiach will pick
up where David Hamelech left off.

The Rebbe begins his analysis by reflecting on Rambam’s criteria for
an authentic Mashiach:

TEXT 3
Rambam, Ibid., 11:4

9 ,PIR 77D NIvN2 pRIV) 77iR2 MmN 71T 10an 371 TV DR
19 2Y3Y) 1023 17IR

AT PINZI A2 7277 ORI 52 99)

2301 NYY DR WD MY NR13 Y37 Dinn2n on))
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! The phrase: r2aow mmra 93 nen doesn’t appear in the conventional version of the
Rambam. However, it appears in the Yemenite manuscripts of Mishneh Torah that were
carefully preserved by the Yemenite Jewish community.

2 This section is broken down in an unusual fashion. Ordinarily, the first few words of
this section, “If he will fight the wars of Hashem, he may be assumed to be Mashiach,” is
the end of section two. Until this point, he is presumed to be Mashiach, if he goes on to
accomplish two pivotal feats, building the Beis Hamikdash and ingathering the exiles, he
makes the critical transition to the definite Mashiach.

The Rebbe breaks it down in this unusual fashion because, in this sichah, the Rebbe is
not focused on when Mashiach transitions from presumptive to actual. In this sichah, the
Rebbe is concerned with the transition from fighting the nations to changing the very
fabric of their nature, so that they willingly accept the one G-d. The transition here occurs

From Moshe To Mashiach

Mashiach will transform

the world into a habitat

for G-dliness and spark

a universal shift toward
Hashem. He will achieve

this transcendental feat by
the power of his absolute
commitment to the Torah.
Torah transcends all of
creation. Through the Torah,
even the material world can
channel divinity and holiness.
This is why our sages

taught, “Moshe was the first
redeemer and will be the final
redeemer” (Shemos Rabbah
2:4). They couldn’t have
meant that Moshe will be the
actual Mashiach since he was
not from shevet Yehudah.
They meant that Mashiach
will redeem the world from its
limitations through the power
of the Torah that Moshe
revealed.

Likutei Sichos 11, pp. 8—13
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If a king will arise from the House of David who, like David his ances-
tor, will diligently contemplate the Torah and observes its mitzvos as
prescribed by the written and oral Torah;

And who will compel all of Israel to walk in (the ways of the Torah)
and rectify any breaches in its observance;

If he will fight the wars of Hashem, he may be assumed to be Mashiach.
If he succeeds in the above, conquers all the nations around him, builds
the Beis Hamikdash in its proper place, and gathers the dispersed of
Israel, he is definitely Mashiach.

He will then rectify the entire world by motivating all the nations
to serve Hashem together, as the Torah states: “I will transform the
peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of
Hashem and serve Him with one purpose” (Tsephaniah 3:9).

In this reading, we see that Mashiach appears to have four criteria.’

1. To be a diligent student of Torah and a meticulous observer
of mitzvos.
To persuade Jews to return to the path of Torah and mitzvos.

3. To defeat the nations that would seek to prevent this.*
To rectify the entire world and motivate all nations to serve G-d.

after he is definitively Mashiach. Therefore, it is at this point that Rambam’s language
shifts from “fighting” and “conquering” to “rectifying” and “motivating.”

3 These are different from the specific accomplishments that we discussed last week.
Those were the four things he is meant to accomplish for Jews when he redeems them.
He must restore (a) the Davidic kingdom, (b) the Beis Hamikdash, (c) the Jews to their
Land, and (d) the laws of the Torah. These criteria begin before the Redemption and
affect the entire world, not just the Jews.

4 This section also includes building the Beis Hamikdash and bringing about the ingath-
ering of Jews. However, despite their critical importance, they are not relevant to today’s
discussion. They were relevant to last week’s discussion.
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With these criteria, Rambam traces a path from Mashiach’s private

life to the world at large. Let’s break it down step by step:

1.

If Mashiach is meant to restore the Torah, as we discussed last
week, he must be diligent in Torah study and meticulous in
mitzvah observance.

Any Torah scholar can be diligent and scrupulous, but to be
Mashiach one also needs to be a positive influence on others.
This means to teach, cajole, inspire, and persuade the Jewish
people to embrace Hashem with such dazzling love that the pro-
saic allures of mundane life will seem pedestrian by comparison.
Opver the years, there were many Jewish leaders who worked dili-
gently to teach and inspire their fellow Jews. But to be Mashiach,
his influence must be felt throughout the world. Today, the world
is ruled by a host of governments, social systems, and value sets
that are not in line with the Torah. Mashiach will be such a force
for the truth that the nations will feel compelled to support the
Jews as we build the Beis Hamikdash and return to Erets Yisrael.®
If he does this, he is certainly Mashiach, but his job is not over.
Compelling the nations to embrace G-d means that it is against
their will. Once his teachings take root and the Mashiach atmo-
sphere prevails, it will perforce make an indelible impression on
all of humanity. He will create an environment so in sync with
G-dliness that the nations will be moved, of their own free will,
to serve Hashem and to facilitate maximum mitzvah observance.
When the nations proclaim their enthusiastic allegiance and love
for the one true G-d, Mashiach will truly be a global king.

5 This need not be through actual war, necessarily. It can also be achieved through the
power of his charisma and the profundity of his wisdom. In other words, it can be a battle
of wills and a war of words that is conducted with love and respect. See Yeshayahu 11:4,
YU IR PROY mp o v IR~ He will strike the earth with the staff of his mouth
and with the beat of his lips he will slay the wicked. See Toras Menachem 5752:1, p. 297.

What We Can and Must Do

The Alter Rebbe explained

in Tanya (chapter 37) that
Mashiach will come because
of our work and actions
during Galus. Therefore, our
work must be consistent

with the results that they will
produce. Mashiach will (a)
inspire himself, (b) inspire the
Jewish people, and (c) inspire
the nations. Accordingly, our
efforts must focus on all three
areas. We must (a) commit
ourselves to diligence in
Torah study and mitzvos,

(b) inspire other Jews to

do likewise, and (c) inspire
universal observance of the
Sheva Mitzvos Benei Noach.

Toras Menachem 5745:3, p.
1718
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These four criteria are logical, but how did Rambam know to set
them up precisely this way?

When considering these criteria, most people might not catch the
significance of the fact that they break down into four parts. But to
the Rebbe, this fact looms large. It is like a road sign that points back
to Bilam’s prophecy, which also included four stages.

When you look at these four prophecies, you see that they teach us
Mashiach’s four criteria. Together they tell us what we can expect of
Mashiach, and how we might learn to identify him when he comes.

Let’s break it down:

1. When Bilam said, “I see it, but not now;” referring to David, and
“I behold it, but not soon,” referring to Mashiach, he was describ-
ing the person. He saw their virtue and scholarship. He beheld
their diligence and scruples. He could see them in the future.

2. When Bilam proclaimed, “A star has gone forth from Yaakov,’
referring to David, and “A staff will arise from Israel,” referring
to Mashiach, he was describing their influence on the Jews. The
people of Yaakov looked up to David Hamelech, as people look
up to a star, and were inspired to emulate him by seeking higher
and better spiritual achievements. As a staft that rules over Israel,
Mashiach will similarly lead and inspire the Jewish people.

3. When Bilam prophesied that they would, “crush Moav’s princes,’
referring to David, and “uproot all of Sheiss descendants,’
referring to Mashiach, he was describing their influence over
the nations. David Hamelech fought many wars against Israel’s
neighboring tribes until peace settled over the Land. Mashiach
will use his compelling force to silence all opposition and ensure
universal compliance with his ideals.

4. When Bilam concluded, “Edom will be possessed,” referring to
David, and “Se’ir will be inherited by his enemies,” referring to
Mashiach, he was talking about the nations embracing G-d out of
goodwill. Saying that Edom will become the possession of David
Hamelech means that they will subscribe to the Jewish mindset

8 | A VISION FOR MASHIACH
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and serve it willingly. Similarly, saying that Se’ir will be inherited
by Israel means that Se'ir will embrace the Jewish heritage.

We now understand precisely why Rambam analyzed each of the
four prophecies rather than demonstrating in broad terms that
Mashiach would succeed David Hamelech. He wanted to demon-
strate that Mashiach will restore everything that David Hamelech
achieved for the Jews. He will be David Hamelech’s equal in Torah.
He will exert a positive influence on the Jewish people like David
Hamelech. He will dominate his enemies like David Hamelech, and
he will eventually bring them around as David Hamelech did.

Rambam identified four criteria for Mashiach. Bilam offered four
prophecies about David Hamelech and Mashiach. The criteria and
prophecies line up perfectly to demonstrate that Mashiach will
restore everything that David Hamelech achieved for the Jews.

In the next section we will demonstrate that Mashiach will not only
restore what David Hamelech accomplished; he will improve on it.

@
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We began this lesson with a question: Have we waited thousands of
years only to have a repeat of David Hamelech’s accomplishments?
Surely, the era of Mashiach, the pinnacle of creation and endgame of
history, is meant to supersede that. Surely, G-d’s creation is meant to
embrace G-d completely and fully, unlike the pagan nations in the
days of David Hamelech. Yet, everything we learned till now only
tells us that Mashiach will be a David Hamelech 2.0.

Moreover, as much as David Hamelech accomplished, it wasn't
enough because his achievements eventually eroded. Mashiach can't
afford to merely repeat what David Hamelech did. He will need
to improve upon it in a resounding way so that his achievements
remain for posterity.

As the Rebbe analyzes the prophecies cited by Rambam, he demon-
strates that this, too, is implicit in Rambam’s message.® In each of
the criteria that we discussed above, Mashiach will not only pick up
where David Hamelech left off, he will supersede him.

In the section describing their influence over the Jewish people, the
Rebbe found subtle differences in the text that highlights Mashiach’s
superiority over David Hamelech:’

TEXT 4

The Rebbe, Likutei Sichos 18, pp. 282-283

DRI RIN IR D1 ORI AND R WD JVT OIRIVI DIWN FNIT IR
PP X VA AR L. DTN 32 VIVTIR IO RWID DO PR
ORN,5WINT 7717 7O0 PR IVIWOI IWITO DRI ,0IW D) TV VIRT

JPTAPINDI N2 92D ORI D 91071, TP W R 11932 PR DRT
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David is described as a star, which implies exaltedness over ordinary
people.® . .. Mashiach is described as a ruler—a king who rules domi-
nantly.® This is expressed through Mashiach’s ability to compel Israel to

walk in the Torah’s ways and rectify its breaches.

As an exalted ruler, David Hamelech set an example for the people to
follow, but he didn’t engage with them to teach and guide them. Like
a star, he was at the top and the people would look up and emulate
him. Mashiach will not only set an example, but also rule. Despite
his exaltedness, he will integrate with the people and find pathways
to their minds and hearts. His teachings will be so compelling that
they will respond to him."

With respect to their ability to bend the nations to their will, the Rebbe
found similar nuances that reveal the differences between them.

TEXT 5

The Rebbe, Likutei Sichos, Ibid.

PP (R) 1TPWN R PR L,ARID PORD (1) Y (R) INI PR 71T R2
DR VOR IR 05w T nw *32 90 (2)

David is described as (a) crushing (b) the princes of Moav whereas
Mashiach will (a) uproot (b) all descendants of Sheis—all the nations.

8 See Radak, Numbers 24:17, “Because of his power and exalted greatness, a king is
like a star.”

° Rashi, ad loc.

° Another nuanced difference is that in the section about David Hamelech, we are
described as Yaakov; in the section about Mashiach, we are described as Yisrael. Of the
two, Yaakov, which means a heel, describes Jews at their lowest level. Yisrael, which
means a G-dly minister, describes the Jews at their highest level.
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When the enemy is crushed, they can rebuild and mount a counter-
attack. Also, if only one enemy is crushed, they can seek assistance
from their allies. When all the enemies are not only crushed, but also
uprooted, there is no hope for further resistance.

Indeed, despite David Hamelech’s dominance over his enemies,
the Jewish people were eventually exiled from Erets Yisrael. When
Mashiach will compel the nations to stand aside as Jews rebuild the
Beis Hamikdash and return to Erets Yisrael, it will be for posterity.

The final benchmark that Mashiach will reach is rectifying the world
so that the nations will freely acknowledge G-d and serve Him,
shoulder to shoulder. David Hamelech achieved this to a degree,"
but Mashiach will outpace him:

TEXT 6
The Rebbe, Likutei Sichos, Ibid.

DR T ORPIT ORT ORN ", 7AW DITR ", ]V0 VIRT TIT5 Y712
PAY-TIPWD YA PR DTV TITO OTR Am” ,ORN OYT PR
PR DIRT IV N PR VYN OWIR 0T IR 0 PDIR YW A0
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Of David it is written, “Edom will be possessed,” which is expressed
through, “Edom became servants of David.” Of Mashiach it is written,
“[Mount] Se’ir will be inherited,” as the passage states, “Saviors will
ascend Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esav,” and it concludes
with the words, “and G-d will have the kingdom.”

" As reflected by the many nations who streamed to the Beis Hamikdash during the
reign of King Solomon (his son and successor) to bring offerings and to acknowledge
the one G-d.
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Mashiach will do two things better than David Hamelech. (A) David
Hamelech swayed the nations to serve him. Surely, they had a rela-
tionship with G-d through David, but it was not direct. Mashiach
will establish G-d as the king of the world, and the nations will
submit directly to G-d."? (B) As we delineated in the previous sec-
tion, David Hamelech only held sway over a small group of people
compared to Mashiach, who will hold sway over the entire world."?

Had Rambam merely pointed out that Bilam linked Mashiach to
David Hamelech, we would only know that Mashiach would restore
the Torah to what it was in David Hamelech times as we learned
last week. By breaking down the four prophecies, which inform
Mashaich’s four criteria, Rambam clued us in to Mashiach’s global
mandate. He will create an atmosphere so holy and compelling
that the entire world, not only the Jews, will be inspired to embrace
Hashem utterly and completely. Every sentient being will declare
their total allegiance to Hashem and become completely responsive
to His will."

We have thus expanded our understanding of Mashiach’s role as
the restorer of the Torah. We don't only mean that he will restore
our ability to perform all the mitzvos. We also mean that through

2 There is a deeper element here. David Hamelech’s emphasis was on bringing the
nations to serve G-d. Mashiach’s emphasis will be on revealing that G-d is the true king
of the world. The focus won’t be on the people, it will be on G-d. The people’s servitude
will result from that.

3 The Rebbe also points out that by looking carefully at these pesukim we can see
the distinction between the third and fourth stages. The third stage speaks of fighting
a war and crushing the enemy, which implies that the enemy would have continued to
fight had they not been defeated. The fourth stage speaks of inheritance and rectifying
the world. When we inherit something, it belongs to us truly and fully. Similarly, when
Mashaich comes, the nations will embrace Hashem without reservation and will, there-
fore, make a lasting and irreversible commitment.

“ See Igros Melech 2, p. 84. See also Sefer Hasichos 5748:2, p. 389, where it is noted
that, ironically, Mashiach will only fulfill his mandate when the non-Jews embrace G-d.
Everything he will do for Jews won't fulfill his messianic mandate because it won't be
unique to him. Shlomo Hamelech and Chizkiyahu Hamelech both already achieved that.

LESSON 2 THE ROAD TO REDEMPTION 1 13



his efforts, the Torah will assume its natural and inherent role as a
universal spiritual guide.

May our learning about Mashiach, and our excitement over his

coming, hasten his arrival. Amen.

Everything that David Hamelech did, Mashiach will do better. This
is why Mashiach’s achievements will be felt throughout the world
and will remain for posterity.

1. Mashiach’s ultimate goal will be for every sentient being to
recognize and embrace the one G-d. Accordingly, Mashiach will
outpace even the achievements of David Hamelech, whom he
will succeed.

2. David Hamelech inspired the Jews and enabled them to fulfill all
the mitzvos. Mashiach will inspire them to even greater heights.

3. David Hamelech was victorious over the neighboring nations.
Mashiach will bend the entire globe to his will.

4. David Hamelech helped Israel’s neighboring nations see the light
of the Torah. Mashiach will inspire a global movement, as all
people will embrace and worship G-d.

14 | A VISION FOR MASHIACH ‘I‘I;VI‘
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LIKKUTEI SICHOS, VOLUME 18, P. 271FF.
Adapted from sichos delivered on 12 Tammuz, Motzaei Shabbos Parshas Balak, and Motzaei Shabbos Parshas Pinchas, 5738 [1978]

Introduction

eb Mendel Futerfas spent fourteen years in Russian hard-labor camps for his efforts

on behalf of the Jewish people in the Soviet Union. While in the camps, for a variety of

reasons, he chose not to remain totally aloof from the non-Jews who shared his lot and
spent a few hours a day in conversation with them.

Included in this group were many ordinary people jailed for ‘crimes” which neither they nor,
for that matter, many others understood the criminal nature of. Among them was a circus
performer whose claim to fame were his feats as a tight-rope walker. He and Reb Mendel had
a standing debate over the perils of such acts. This was before safety nets had become standard
circus practice, and Reb Mendel could not understand why a person would risk his life walking
on a rope extended several stories above the ground.

“There must be some hidden strings holding you in case you slip,” Reb Mendel maintained. But
the tight-rope walker insisted that there was no need for such support. The act was not all that
dangerous. One began practicing on low ropes, and once he gained experience, the chance of
falling was minimal.

This debate continued for years until, after Stalin died, the prison authorities — in a move to
relax their rules somewhat — allowed the prisoners to prepare a makeshift circus in celebration
of May Day. The tight-rope walker suddenly came alive, becoming the center of attention; he
organized various acts for the event, making his own performance the highlight of the show,
needless to say. And he made sure that Reb Mendel was in the audience.

After the other performances were completed, he climbed the pole and positioned himself at
the rope’s end, as a drumroll began. His first steps were somewhat hesitant, after all it had been
several years since he had last performed, but within a few seconds, he felt at home.

It all came back to him. He began to twirl a hoop with his hands and wave to his friends. As he
reached the end of the rope, he hesitated for a moment, made a fast turn, and then proceeded
to the other side. On his way back, he exuded confidence; he caught hats thrown to him by his
fellow inmates and performed several other stunts. After he reached the end of the rope for a
second time, he climbed down the pole and ran to Reb Mendel.

“You see, no strings holding me up,” he gleamed in satisfaction.
“Yes. You're right, no strings,” agreed Reb Mendel.

“You’re a smart man,” the performer continued. “Tell me. Can you figure out what is the trick?
Is it in the hands or the feet?”

Reb Mendel paused to think. The tight-rope walker had moved his hands freely and it appeared
that his footwork was not the determining factor. After reviewing the scene in his mind several
times, Reb Mendel said, “It’s the eyes. From the beginning to the end, your eyes were riveted
on the opposite pole.”
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The performer nodded in agreement, “When you see your destination in front of you, you
know where to put your feet.”

Begin with the Destination in Mind

To build on the circus performer’s words: It is always important to have your goal in mind -
to establish a mission statement, to state your purpose in the initial stages of an undertaking - so
that you know where you are going.

G-d Himself followed this motif, revealing His goal in creating the world in the opening
verses of Bereishis. Thus, on the verse,' “The spirit of G-d was hovering over the waters,” our
Sages comment,* “This refers to the spirit of Mashiach” Mashiach will bring the world to the
ultimate purpose for which G-d initially created it.

In his commentary on the first verse of the Torah, Rashi further clarifies the goal of creation,
interpreting the word nwxm1 by dividing it into n’wx1 3, meaning “There are two ‘firsts,” Rashi
proceeds to explain that the phrase teaches that all existence was created “for the sake of the
Torah, which is called ‘first; and for the sake of the Jewish people, who are called ‘first”” Simply
put, Rashi is telling us that G-d created the world for the Jews to study and apply the Torah.

What G-d Told the Jews at Sinai

When G-d assembled the Jewish people together to give them the Torah, He began the Ten
Commandments with the word, Anochi, =2z, “I” Our Sages® interpret that word as an acronym
for the Aramaic phrase n»am nvan> *woi xix, meaning “I have inscribed and conveyed My soul” G-d
was letting the Jewish people know that He invested the very essence of His being in the Torah.

This concept is integrally related to G-d’s creation of the world. Our Sages* teach that G-d cre-
ated the world because “He desired a dwelling in the lowest realm.” Our dwellings, our homes, are
where we are most ourselves. We do express ourselves outside our homes as well, but it is not the
same. No matter how hard a host tries to make his guests feel comfortable, there are always accepted
social conventions, personal reservations, and the like. But when were at home, it’s different. That’s
where who we really are comes out. This is what our Sages meant when they said that G-d created
the world because He wanted a home; He desired a place where His essence would be revealed.

That is why He gave us the Torah. He wanted man to be His partner in creation,’ transform-
ing the nature of this material world and revealing His essence within it. This can be achieved
only through living according to the Torah’s laws and guidelines.

Rambam'’s Goal

Just as a writer tries to state his purpose at the outset, so too, he also seeks to encapsulate and
summarize it at the end. Rambam conceived of his Mishneh Torah as “a compilation of the entire
Oral Law;® i.e., a reiteration of the entire Torah. Therefore, he placed the laws of Mashiach at the

1. Bereishis 1:2. et al., interpreting Shabbos 105a. 5. Shabbos 119b, the Alter Rebbe’s

2. Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishis, sec. 1:4. 4. Midrash Tanchuma, Parshas Naso, Shulchan Aruch 268:1.

sec. 16; see Tanya, ch. 36. 6. Rambam’s Introduction to the

3. Likkutei Torah, Bamidbar, p. 48d, Mishneh Torah
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very end of the Mishneh Torah. By doing so, he was making a statement: It is Mashiach who will
bring the Torah and the creation to its consummate fulfillment.

What is the Torah? The text in which G-d “inscribed and conveyed [His] soul”
Why was the world created? For the sake of the Torah.

Mashiach’s mission is to bring that purpose to fruition by creating a setting in which the
Jewish people will study and observe the Torah in a consummate manner, enabling its teachings
to permeate the entire world.

What We Can Do

Rambam did not intend for his words to be merely abstract teachings. Psychology defines
learning as a change in behavior. This includes even mere intellectual study, because when we
change the way we understand things, our conduct also changes. This is particularly true at
present, since ideas and information are the forces molding our society today. A revolution in
thinking can send ripples of change throughout the world.

To use a metaphor: Ships have long been guided by the movement of a rudder. As ships grew
larger, the rudders necessary to turn them also increased in size. Moving these larger rudders
became difficult. Therefore, a small rudder referred to as a trim-tab was attached to the large
rudder. This smaller rudder is easier to move, and it then moves the large rudder, which in turn
changes the course of the entire ship. In today’s world, each of us can be such a trim-tab. The
direction in which we point our lives can affect the direction of the vessel that is humanity.

Living with Mashiach, learning about the ideals which G-d envisions for our world, and
integrating these principles in our lives, can enable each of us to serve as a trim-tab, channeling
the direction of global change. By anticipating the Ultimate Redemption in our minds and lives,
we can precipitate its coming.
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What Mashiach Will Accomplish

The Implications of the Prooftexts Rambam Cites

10. In this context, we can understand Rambam’s
intent in citing the prooftexts mentioned above. On the
basis of these sources, he demonstrates that Mashiach
will come and reinstate the perfect observance of the
Torah by “restor[ing] the kingship of [the House of]
David to its initial sovereignty” so that “all the stat-
utes will be reinstituted...”

Rambam states: “The Torah attests to his [coming]”
and then proceeds to cite proofs that convey two as-
pects of that assertion:

a) “G-d your L-rd will return [you from] your cap-
tivity... and gather you.” This verse teaches that there
will be an ingathering of the exiles of Israel, bringing
about the circumstances that will allow for the resto-
ration of the kingship of [the House of] David and the
observance of all the statutes,’' i.e., the fulfilment of all
laws and mitzvos of the Torah that were nullified be-
cause of the exile of the Jewish people.

b) “There is also a reference [to Mashiach] in the
passage [concerning] Bilaam. There, he prophesied
about the two anointed [kings]: the first anointed
[king], David, who saved Israel from her oppressors,
and the final anointed [king] who will arise from
among his descendants and save Israel [at the End of
Days]” This highlights the nature of the redemption
that will be brought about by Mashiach: The role and
purpose of Mashiach is to “restore the kingship of

[the House of] David to its initial sovereignty.” “The

1. See the collection of responsa
entitled Chayim Shaal, Vol. 1,
responsum 97, which states, “To
explain: [The intent is that, in con-
trast to the era following the death of

King Shlomoh when the Jews were
split into two kingdoms, Mashiach]
will reign over all of Israel and
Yehudah, as it is written (Yechezkel
37:22), “There will be one king over
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all of them.... Rambam included all
of this by saying [that Mashiach will
‘restore] the kingship of [the House

>

of] David to its initial sovereignty:
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final anointed [king]” will be from the house of “the
first anointed [king], David™* and he will restore the
sovereignty David initiated.

Rambam continues, “That passage states...,” inform-
ing us that all the particular elements that characterized
the kingship of the first anointed [king], David” will
also be present in — and come as a result of - the kingship
of “the final anointed [king],” Mashiach. The prophecy
of Bilaam that Rambam cites includes all the details of
his kingship, the beginning of his emergence, his sov-
ereignty, and the perfect state of his rule when “he shall
crush Moab’s princes.” In a like manner, Mashiach “shall
break down all of Seth’s descendants.” Similarly, just as
it was, prophesied about David, “Edom will become an
inheritance,” so too, about Mashiach it is stated, “His en-
emy, Seir, will become Israel’s inheritance.”

With these citations, Rambam is emphasizing how
Mashiach will bring about perfection in the observance
of the Torah. He will enable the Jewish people to be re-
leased from the subjugation of the non-Jewish nations;
moreover, he will establish dominion over these nations.
This will make it possible for the Jews to “occupy them-
selves in the Torah and mitzvos in a desirable manner.”
“They will be free to occupy themselves in the Torah
and its wisdom, without anyone to oppress or disturb
them,”* as Rambam explains at length.’

2. Note Sanhedrin 98b, which
states, “In the future, the Holy
One, blessed be He, will establish
another David for them.... [They
will rule together,] like a king and a
viceroy”* See Zohar, Vol. I, p. 82b,
Zohar Chadash, p. 53a. See Tzafnas

Paneiach al HaTorah, Bereishis 49:9.

* The actual wording of the
Talmud and the Ein Yaakov is
plag-keisar, or half-caesar. The
Aruch, erech keisar, states plago,
“his half”

3. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuvah 9:2.
4. Ibid., Hilchos Melachim 12:4.

5. See the above-cited chapters
in Hilchos Teshuvah and Hilchos
Melachim.

On this basis, it is understood why
one of the functions of a king - and
a mitzvah incumbent upon him - is
that he will “wage the wars of G-d”
(Hilchos Melachim 1:8, 4:10). Note
that the full name for this section is
Hilchos Melachim U’Milchamosei-
hem, “The Laws of Kings and Their
Wars,™ i.e., they are their wars. This
implies that the concept of waging
war is integral to the identity of the
king.

Note also Hilchos Melachim 5:1,
that states, “Initially, a king

should not wage wars other than

a milchemes mitzvabh..., [i.e.,] the
war against the seven nations [that
occupied Eretz Yisrael], the war
against Amalek, and [a war fought]

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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to assist Israel from an enemy
which attacks them?” These matters
- in contrast to a voluntary war -
prevent the Jewish people carrying
out the Torah and its mitzvos.

* Note that even though there
are printings and manuscripts

in which, in certain places, that
title merely states “and wars,” not
“their wars,” however in all the
printings and manuscripts, at the
end of Rambam’s introduction,
before he lists the individual
Halachos in detail, he mentions
“The Laws of the King and His
Wars” or “Their Wars.”
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Honing Our Focus

11. The above concept enables us to understand
why, beforehand, Rambam states, “Whoever does not
believe in him, or does not await his coming, denies
not only [the statements of] the other prophets, but
also [those of] the Torah and of Moshe, our teach-
er, for the Torah attests to his [coming]...,” and why
he supports that statement with the verse, “G-d your
L-rd, will return [you from] your captivity” and the
citation of Bilaam’s prophecy.

One might ask: Why is it so important when delin-
eating the laws of Mashiach to emphasize that one who
does not believe in him “denies not only [the statements
of] the other prophets, but also [those of] the Torah and
of Moshe, our teacher”® Seemingly, it would have been
more appropriate for Rambam to state this concept in
Hilchos Teshuvah’ when defining who is a denier of the
taith.* However, by placing the concept here, Rambam em-
phasizes that the conception of Mashiach is fundamental
to Hilchos Melachim (the Laws of Kings”): Mashiach will
bring about the consummate observance of the Torah’s
laws and its mitzvos - “restor[ing] the kingship of [the
House of] David to its initial sovereignty” so that “all
the statutes will be reinstituted.” This concept is sourced

6. It could be stated that Rambam
is simply emphasizing how strong
one’s faith in Mashiach’s coming
must be and defining it. This is also
a point of Torah Law - that one
must believe in Mashiach’s coming
must be with the indubitable cer-
tainty that stems from the fact that
it was stated in the Torah by Moshe,
our teacher, as Rambam states, “the
Torah attest to his [coming]” Such
certainty surpasses the conviction
inspired by promises from other
prophets. See Rambam’s statements
in Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, ch. 8.

On the basis of Rambam’s state-
ments in that source, we can also
understand why here he speaks

of denying not only “the Torah,”

but also “Moshe our teacher” The
prophecy of Moshe our teacher was

validated during [the revelation] at
Mount Sinai” There, “Our eyes saw,
and not a stranger’s. Our ears heard,
and not another’s” The certainty in
the prophecy of Moshe, our teacher,
brings about “assurance that
prevails for all time” regarding the
Toral’s eternality and immutability.
See Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 19, p. 184ff.

These concepts underscore the
precision in Rambam’s words and
why he stated this concept in the
negative - “[Whoever does not be-
lieve in him...] denies not only [the
statements of] the other prophets,
but also [those of] the Torah and of
Moshe, our teacher” When restating
this concept, Kiryas Sefer writes,
“denies the Torah, Moshe our
teacher, and the other prophets.”
The terminology Rambam uses
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emphasizes the connection with
Torah and by doing so highlights
the nature of the faith we must

have in Mashiach’s coming - that it
must be accompanied by the definite
assurance that stems from the Torah.
Having faith in Mashiach’s coming
with such certainty is also a halachic
requirement.

Note that at the end of halachah

2 in this chapter, Rambam adds,
“There is no need to cite prooftexts
regarding the concept of the Mashi-
ach from the words of the prophets,
for all their books are filled with it

7. Similarly, such statements would
have been in place in Rambam’s
Commentary on the Mishnah, San-
hedrin, ch. 10.

8. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuvah 3:8.
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in the Torah itself. By stating this, Rambam emphasizes
that Mashiach’s coming is not merely a further concept
that was revealed by the prophets, but rather is an inte-
gral element of the Torah and the creed of Moshe, our
teacher. The Torah itself is foretelling and promising
that Mashiach will come and that he will bring about
the consummate observance of the Torah.’

For that reason, Rambam states in summary:
“These explicit words of the Torah include all that was
said [on the subject] by all the prophets.”'® In other
words, all the matters communicated by the proph-
ets about Mashiach are an expression of the Torah,
highlighting that Mashiach and the era he will initiate
are identified with the consummate observance of the
Torah and its mitzvos.

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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The Ultimate in Observance

12. We can now understand why Rambam de-
votes a separate halachah to the description of the
establishment of the three Cities of Refuge in the era
of Mashiach. By doing so, not only is he citing a further
proof that Mashiach will bring about an era charac-
terized by perfection in the observance of Torah and
mitzvos, but that, in that era, the mitzvos themselves
will be brought to a complete state. Not only will man
perform mitzvos in a more perfect manner than ever be-
fore, the mitzvos themselves will be able to be fulfilled in
the ultimate manner G-d desired. Thus, it is only in the
Ultimate Future that the mitzvah of establishing Cities
of Refuge will be able to be observed in a more per-
fect way than ever before. As Rambam notes, the Torah
commanded that in addition to the six Cities of Refuge
established in Eretz Yisrael, “When G-d will expand your
borders... you shall add three more cities” Rambam
proceeds to state, “This situation never occurred. [Sure-
ly,] G-d did not give this command in vain.” Thus, the

9. See footnote 13, below.
ecy as a whole, “to encourage the

10. Thi f ith Rambam
16 CORToTmS With Rambams people regarding the words of the

conception of the purpose of proph-
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Torah,” as stated in Hilchos Yesodei
HaTorah 9:2.
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commandment to establish these additional cities indi-
cates how the Torah itself points to a future era when

the fulfillment of the mitzvos will reach consummate
perfection, as G-d desires.

Observance and Miracles

13. Considering the above, we can understand the
continuation of Rambam’s statements in halachah 3:
“One should not entertain the notion that the King
Mashiach must work miracles and wonders, bring
about new phenomena within the world, resurrect
the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This is
[definitely] not true.”

Two concepts are implied by Rambam’s words: (a)
The mission of Mashiach is not to “work miracles and
wonders [or] bring about new phenomena within the
world”;" and (b) his performance of wonders or his
failure to do so should not be used as criteria to estab-
lish his identity."

Rambam then concludes, “[Rather,] this is the
primary focus of the matter: This Torah, with its
statutes and laws, is everlasting.” This is a corollary to
his previous statements and helps explain them. Since
Mashiach’s purpose and mission is to bring about a
perfect state of the observance of the Torah’s laws and
mitzvos, if one would think that “the King Mashiach
must work miracles and wonders [or] bring about
new phenomena within the world” - i.e., bring about
a change in the nature of the world - that would run
contrary to the concept that “this Torah, with its stat-

utes and laws, is everlasting.”"?

11. This - i.e., the point expressed
in (a) in the main text — appears to
be indicated by a straightforward
reading of his words. Note, howev-
er, the following footnote.

treatise on the Resurrection of the
Dead, the beginning of ch. 6.

12. This - i.e., the point expressed
in (b) in the main text — appears to
be indicated by Rambam’s proof of
this point by citing Rabbi Akiva’s
recognition of ben Koziva as
Mashiach despite the fact that he did

of it in Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 27, p.
1911F.

13. With this statement in the
main text, the Rebbe appears to be
emphasizing that Mashiach is not

not perform miracles. See Rambam’s

See the lengthy explanation of this
halachah and Raavad’s disputation
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introducing a new faith or even a new
dimension in Torah. His coming is
intended to bring the Torah given at
Sinai - and for which G-d created the
world (see Rashi, Bereishis 1:1) - to
consummate fulfillment. Since the
Torah requires the observance of the
mitzvos in the world as it exists at
present, were Mashiach to be required
to change the nature of the world, that
would run contrary to this purpose.
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Accordingly, since the mission and purpose of Mashi-
ach is not to bring about such miracles and wonders [nor
to] bring about new phenomena within the world, it is
also understood that the performance of such wonders
does not constitute a means of establishing his identity.

As explained above (the end of sec. 6), Rambam gives
criteria for evaluating the validity of a prophet:

The sign of [the truth of his prophecy] will be his
prediction of future events and the validation of

4 <«

his words, as it is written,'* “If you will ask in your
hearts, ‘How shall we recognize a prophecy that was

not spoken by G-d?’”

Thus, the criteria of validating whether a person
is a prophet is whether he will predict the future, for
this is integral to his purpose and mission, as Rambam
states,”” “We see from this that a prophet will arise for
the sole purpose of telling us the future”

Similarly, Rambam gives criteria for recognizing
Mashiach. True, Mashiach will be a great prophet,
greater than all the other prophets, close to the level of
Moshe our teacher. Nevertheless, that does not define

Based on the statement in the main
text, it is possible to explain why
Rambam considers the coming of
Mashiach as one of the fundamental
principles of faith (see Rosh Amanah,
ch. 3, hasafeik hachamishi; Chasam
Sofer, loc. cit.). The centrality of Mashi-
ach’s coming to our faith is not only be-
cause - as stated in Rosh Amanah (ch.
14, hataanah hashelishis; see Chasam
Sofer, loc. cit.) - “Mashiach’s coming
is explicitly stated in the Torah, the
Prophets, and the Scriptures... [and
when] someone denies his coming,

it is as if he denied the Torah, the
Prophets, and the Scriptures” There

is a further point involved: Mashiachs
coming is fundamentally relevant

to the consummate definition and
expression of the Torah. One of the
definitive elements of the Torah is that
there will be an era when the Torah
and its observance will be perfect.

To express this concept in other

words: The Torah’s eternality and
perfection - to use Rambam’s words,
“that this Torah, with its statutes
and laws, is everlasting” - stems
from the fact that it is G-d’s essential
will (see the extensive explanation
in Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 19, pp. 182-
183, and the footnotes there*). This
applies not only to its dimension as
the command of the Creator, but
also to its study and its actual obser-
vance; there will come a time when
it will be fulfilled in a consummate
manner. This will be realized with
the coming of Mashiach.

Perhaps this is also the reason

that the belief in Mashiach is not
counted among the reckoning of
the 613 mitzvos (see Rosh Amanah,
ch. 5, hasafeik hashelishi). This
resembles the concept - and indeed,
is a more comprehensive expres-
sion of the point - that the general
commandments which encompass
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the entire Torah are not included in
the reckoning of the mitzvos (Sefer
HaMitzvos, general principle 4)
because their scope is not specific in
nature. Similarly, since the belief in
the coming of Mashiach is of a gen-
eral nature, including the Torah and
the mitzvos as a whole, it cannot be
counted as a specific commandment.

Note that in Hilchos Melachim, loc.
cit., Rambam states, “Whoever does
not believe in him....” He does not
- as he does in Sefer HaMitzvos -
state that one must believe in him.
See Rosh Amanabh, the end of ch. 19.

*To explain what is meant by the
expression that the Torah is “G-d’s
essential will”: There are times
when a person does something
willingly. However, the reason is
not because he wants to perform
that action, but because that
action will lead to a desired result.
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his purpose and mission. Instead, the definition and
purpose of Mashiach is that he will serve as “the King
Mashiach,” restoring and establishing the perfect ob-
servance of the Torah and its mitzvos. Accordingly,
this — the Torah and its observance - constitute the
criteria for evaluating his identity as Rambam states
in halachah 4:

And if a king'® will arise from the House of David
who delves deeply in the study of the Torah and
observes its mitzvos... as prescribed by the Writ-
ten Law and the Oral Law; and if he will compel
all of Israel to walk in [the way of the Torah] and
repair the breaches [in its observance, i.e., he will
bring about perfection in the observance of the
mitzvos among the Jewish people]; and if he will
fight the wars of G-d....

Rambam mentions three criteria for establishing the
identity of Mashiach (see sec. 14, below): a) his own
personal attainments in the study of Torah and the ob-
servance of the mitzvos; b) his motivation of the Jewish
people as a whole to achieve fulfillment in these ar-
eas; and c) his establishment of a setting for the perfect
observance of the Torah in the world at large. This in-
cludes “fighting the wars of G-d” and thus removing
the possibility of non-Jewish nations “oppress[ing] or
disturb[ing]” the Jews in their study and observance.

All the above, however, merely enables us to say
that “he can be assumed to be Mashiach.” It is only
when he will actually bring about perfection in the
observance of the Torah and its mitzvos, as Rambam
continues, “If he will act and succeed [in the above],
vanquishing all the nations surrounding him, build-
ing the [Beis Ha]Mikdash on its site, and gathering
in the dispersed remnant of Israel,” that it is possible

For example, a person goes out
to work in a factory willingly. He
does not want to work in the fac-
tory; he wants the paycheck that
he will receive for his work.

because of what will bring him.

Chassidus (Likkutei Sichos, Vol.

There are other times when a
from the core of his being; he

person has a desire that he cannot
explain. He wants something, not

He just wants it. It is explained in

19, p. 296) that such desires stem
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wants these things because that is
who he is.

Such desires are an analogy en-
abling us to understand that the
mitzvos are expressions of G-d’s
essential will. They are not inter-
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to state “he is definitely the Mashiach.” It is only then,
when “all the statutes will be reinstituted... accord-
ing to all the mitzvos set forth in the Torah” - i.e.,
perfection in the laws and observance of the mitzvos
will have become an actual reality."”

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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Four Prophecies: Four Phases of Mashiach

14. By focusing on Rambam’s statements at the be-
ginning of the chapter more closely, a further point
can be added: In that halachah, he emphasizes that

mediaries for another purpose -
i.e., G-d did not command the
mitzvos because He desired that
man be more refined or for other
reasons of this nature - the mitz-
vos are the goal in of themselves.

Since the mitzvos are G-d’s essen-
tial will, just as G-d is eternal and
unchanging, so too, the mitzvos
are eternal and unchanging.

14. Devarim 18:21.

15. Rambam, Hilchos Yesodei
HaTorah 10:3. See also Rambam’s
statements at the end of ibid., ch. 7,
and ibid., 9:2.

16. Halachah 3 explains which
criteria are not relevant in defining
Mashiach. In halachah 4, he defines
the correct criteria. Rambam begins
this halachah with “and if;” using the
prefix of a vav so that the connec-
tion to the previous halachah is
highlighted. See the restatement of
these concepts in Kiryas Sefer, which
also connects the two points, stating,
“Mashiach need not perform mir-
acles and wonders. Instead, when a
king will arise...” The connection
between the two halachos empha-
sizes the previous point, as brought
out at the beginning of footnote

13: that Mashiach’s purpose and
function is not to bring about a new
development in the world, but rather
to bring the Torah and its mitzvos to
their consummate fulfillment.

17. On this basis, it is also under-
stood why, at the beginning of
ch. 11, Rambam did not mention

Mashiach “fight[ing] the wars

of G-d.” In that first halachah, he
explains and defines Mashiach’s
purpose — to “renew the kingship
of [the House of] David, restoring
it to its initial sovereignty.” This
will be accomplished after he brings
about a complete state of Torah
knowledge and observance, i.e.,
when it has already been definitely
established that he is Mashiach.
This will not yet be realized until he
is victorious in waging “the wars
of G-d”

Based on the the latter point, per-
haps it is possible to add a further
explanation regarding a related con-
cept, one that is appropriate at least
from an inner, deeper perspective:
Rambam mentions two Mashiachs
- the first Mashiach, David, and the
ultimate Mashiach because both
dimensions will exist within Mashi-
ach himself, i.e., there will be two
corresponding periods and levels
after the coming of Mashiach.

The first will be before he builds the
Beis HaMikdash. Then, it is merely
that he is bechezkas Mashiach,

i.e., “he can be assumed to be
Mashiach.” This level is comparable
to that of David who did not build
the Beis HaMikdash. His mission
was to “wage the wars of G-d” (see
I Divrei HaYamim 22:8). Further-
more, David prepared everything
for building the Beis HaMikdash,
drawing up detailed architectural
plans for its construction, which
were, as he told Shlomoh, “All
written down, [inspired] by the

NPRIIY M2 POIe U P
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hand of G-d that was upon me,
[enabling me to] conceive it” (ibid.
28:19; translation as understood by
Metzudos David).

The second level will be realized
when Mashiach has definitely estab-
lished his identity, by building the
Beis HaMikdash on its site. At this
time, his function as Mashiach will
be brought into complete expression.

See the letter of the Rebbe Rashab
(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 1, Letter no. 130,
p. 312) which elaborates regard-
ing two phases and levels in the
revelation of Mashiach. The Rebbe
Rashab focuses on the wording

of our Sages who at times refer to
Mashiach’s coming as “the coming
of the descendent of David” and at
other times refer to “the com[ing]
of David.” He explains (based on
Bach, Orach Chayim, sec. 118) that
there are two levels of Mashiach:
his coming and activities before the
rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash
and Jerusalem (when “he can be
assumed to be Mashiach”) and

his reign after he rebuilds the Beis
HaMikdash and Jerusalem. Regard-
ing that later time, our Sages said
(Megillah 17b), “When Jerusalem is
rebuilt, David will come,” i.e., then
he will have definitely established
his identity as Mashiach.

Note the different versions of the
wording in halachah 1: “renew the
kingship of David” or “renew the
kingship of the House of David.”
This is not the place for further
discussion of the matter.
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Mashiach will bring about the consummate observance of
the Torah and its mitzvos, following the pattern of David
his ancestor. However, Rambam is citing proofs, not only
for the general concept - that “in the future time, the
King Mashiach will arise and renew the kingship of [the
House of] David, restoring it to its initial sovereignty....
and all the statutes will be reinstituted... according to all
the mitzvos set forth in the Torah” - but also for the par-
ticular points he mentions in halachah 4."®

For this reason, when citing proof from Bilaam’s
prophecy regarding the two anointed kings, David and
Mashiach, Rambam also focuses on the four elements and
criteria that will be involved in the revelation of Mashi-
ach. Rambam continues, “There, he prophesied...,”
mentioning how these four elements were reflected in the
achievements of both David and Mashiach. By doing so,
he clarifies what it means to “renew the kingship of [the
House of] David, restoring it to its initial sovereignty”

In general, these four elements can be divided into
three categories of achievements: a) the personal char-
acteristics of David and Mashiach themselves; b) their
activity among the Jewish people and their sovereignty
over them; and c) their endeavors and rule over the na-
tions of the world and the world as a whole. The third
category itself subdivides into two different periods and
undertakings, as will be explained.
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The Unfolding of Mashiach’s Sovereignty

15. The personal characteristics of David and Mashi-
ach are reflected in the phrase, “a king will rise up from
the House of David who, like David his ancestor, delves
deeply into the study of the Torah and observes its mitzvos

18. Similarly, the particular point establishment of the Cities of Refuge.
mentioned in halachah 3, i.e., the Such cities were to be established for
negation of the notion that Mashi- the sake of a person who acciden-
ach must work miracles is evident tally killed one of his fellowmen.
from the proof Rambam cites in This concept makes it evident that

halachah 2. There, he speaks of the the natural order of the world will
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continue in Mashiach’s era and thus
lays the ground for the statement in
halachah 3 that Mashiach need not
work miracles. See Likkutei Sichos,
Vol. 24, p. 109ff., where this concept
is developed further.
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as prescribed by the Written Law and the Oral Law.”
This is explicitly indicated by the Torah’s words in Bi-
laam’s prophecy, “I see him, but not now,” which refers
to David, and “I perceive him, but not in the near
future,” which refers to Mashiach. The words areno
(“I see him”) and ashureno (“I perceive him”) indicate
that this phrase is a prophecy concerning David and
Mashiach themselves.

The second point mentioned by Rambam, “He will
compel all of Israel to walk in [the way of the Torah]
and repair the breaches [in its observance],” refers to
the activity of David and Mashiach among the Jewish
people and their sovereignty over them which is ex-
plicitly indicated by the continuation of the verse, “A
star shall go forth from Yaakov,” referring to David,
and “A staff shall rise up from Yisrael,” referring to
Mashiach. Saying that the star and the staff will emerge
“from Yaacov” and “from Yisrael” respectively points
to the nature of the connection between these rulers
and the Jewish people.

These phrases also reflect the perfection Mashiach,
the ultimate anointed king, will attain and his ad-
vantage over David, the first anointed king. David is
described with the analogy of a star, i.e., something
that is exalted and elevated above people at large,”
as can be understood by Rambam’s*® description of
the heavenly stars, “All the stars and spheres possess
a soul, knowledge, and intellect.... The knowledge
of the stars is... greater than that of men.” Also, the
phrase referring to King David refers to the Jews as
“Yaakov,” the name used to describe the Jewish people
as they are not on the highest rung of Divine service.

By contrast, Mashiach is described with the analogy
of “a staff,” a means of asserting one’s authority. Thus,
Rashi interprets the term “staff” as referring to “a king
who subduesandrules,”' i.e., with absolute sovereignty.

19. See Radak’s commentary on
Bamidbar 24:17. See also the com-
mentaries of Ralbag and Ramban
who explain the meaning of this

phrase according to their interpreta-
tion that this phrase is referring to
Mashiach. See also Likkutei Sichos,
Vol. 13, p. 88f.

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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20. Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 3:9.

21. Rashi’s commentary on Bamid-
bar 24:17.
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This will be revealed when Mashiach “compel(s] all of
Israel to walk in [the way of the Torah] and repair the
breaches [in its observance].” And Mashiach is men-
tioned in connection with Yisrael, the superlative term
referring to Jewish people.”

The third point mentioned by Rambam, “He will
fight the wars of G-d... act[ing] and succeed[ing in the
above], vanquishing all the nations surrounding him”
is alluded to in the verse, as Rambam states initially:

“He shall crush Moab’s princes” — this refers to
David, as it is written, “He struck down Moab and
measured them with a cord”; “he shall break down
all of Seth’s descendants” — this refers to the King
Mashiach, about whom it is written, “His rule [will
extend] from sea to sea”.

Here, too, we see the superiority of the prophe-
cy referring to Mashiach in relation to that referring
to David. David is described as merely “crush[ing]”
Moab, while Mashiach is described as “break[ing]
down” Seth’s descendants. Furthermore, David is re-
ferred to as defeating only “the princes of Moab,” i.e.,
one nation, while Mashiach will conquer “all of Seth’s
descendants,” establishing his dominion* over all the
nations.*

These concepts are also reflected in the prooftexts
from the Prophets cited by Rambam. In reference to
David, Rambam cites the verse, “He defeated Moab,” a
single victory, over only one nation. By contrast, regard-
ing Mashiach, it is written, “His rule [will extend] from
sea to sea,” ongoing dominion, over humanity at large.

22. The advantage of Mashiach over
David is also reflected in the first
pair of clauses that refer to David
and Mashiach themselves. Bilaam’s
prophecy regarding David states, “I
see him, but not now;” implying that
he will be seen in the near future.
“I perceive him, but not in the near
[future],” which refers to Mashiach,
implies that this is a lofty state and
level that will only be realized after

a lengthy time. Only when our good
deeds and Divine service vastly
increase will we reach this level.

23. The statements in the main

text reflect the understanding of
Targum Onbkelos of the verse. This
interpretation appears to be borne
out by the prooftext cited by Ram-
bam, “He will rule from sea to sea”
Ibn Ezra interprets the term trans-
lated as “establishing his dominion”
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as meaning, “destroy”; see also his
commentary, s.v., bnei Shes.

Ralbag and Radak offer similar in-
terpretations. See Targum Yonason
ben Uziel and Targum Yerushalmi,
and see Likkutei Sichos, loc. cit. This
is not the place for further discus-
sion of the matter.

24. See the sources mentioned in
the previous footnote.
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Rambam concludes his description of Mashiach’s ac-

tivities by mentioning a fourth point, stating, “He will

perfect the entire world, motivating all the nations to

serve G-d together, as it is written,” ‘For then I will

transform the peoples, granting them pure speech so
that they will all call upon the name of G-d and serve

Him with one accord.” Rambam cites the allusion to

this all-encompassing development in Bilaam’s proph-

ecy, stating:

“Edom will become an inheritance” — this refers to

David, as it is written, “Edom became the servants

of David”; “his enemy, Seir, will become Israel’s in-

heritance”?®

— this refers to the King Mashiach, as

it is written, “Liberators will ascend Mount Zion...”

Here, also, the superiority of Mashiach can be

understood. The inheritance of Edom by David is

expressed merely in the fact that “Edom became the

25. Tzephaniah 3:9.

26. It is possible to say that this verse
also relates to Mashiach “build[ing]
the [Beis Ha]Mikdash on its site,” for
our Sages (Megillah 10a; see Zeva-
chim 112b, 119a) refer to Jerusalem
as “the inheritance.” The implication
is that, like an inheritance, G-d’s
Presence in the Beis HaMikdash was
established for all time in a manner
which will never be interrupted. See
Rambam, Hilchos Beis HaBechirah
1:3, which states that once the Beis
HaMikdash was built in Jerusalem,
that became the resting place for the
Divine Presence and a Beis HaMik-
dash may never be built elsewhere.
Moreover, as Rambam states (ibid.
6:16), once it became manifest in
Jerusalem, the Divine Presence will
never be uprooted from that place.
See Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 16, p. 465f.

This fact is not independently
alluded to in a verse because it is
included - together with “the in-
gathering of dispersed remnant of
Israel” - in the allusion to Mashiach’s
ruling over the Jewish people, as
indicated by the phrase, “a staff shall
rise up from Israel”

Perhaps it is possible to say — at
least by way of allusion - that
Rambam mentioned the pro-
phecy being stated in “the passage
concerning Bilaam” to emphasize
and explain why the fundamental
dimensions of his prophecy was
concerning the downfall of the
nations and the dominion of David
and Mashiach over them. This
follows the motif mentioned by our
Sages (Sanhedrin 39b), “From - and
within - the forest comes the ax to
[fell] it” Bilaam, the prophet of the
nations (who resembled Moshe,*
as stated in Sifri, Devarim 34:10,

et al.) was the one who prophesied
regarding the downfall of the
nations of the world and Israel’s
dominion over them. This reflects
our Sages statements (Sanhedrin,
loc. cit.) regarding Ovadiah who
was an Edomite convert. Therefore,
it is the conclusion of his prophecy
that states, “Liberators will ascend
Mount Zijon to judge the mountain
of Esau..., as cited by Rambam at the
end of this halachah.

Our Sages (ibid.) explain a similar
motif regarding David. Ruth, the
Moabitess, was his ancestor and

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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therefore it was specifically he who
“smote Moab,” as Rambam states
here.

* With regard to the level of
Bilaam’s prophecy, see Moreh
Nevuchim, Vol. 2, ch. 45, where
Rambam states that Bilaam was
granted the level of ruach hako-
desh, like David and Shlomoh,
but not prophecy. See the inter-
pretations of Rav Asher Crescas
and Rav Yitzchak Abarbanel

to that source. See also Tzafnas
Paneiach al HaTorah, Bamidbar
22:38, which states that, origi-
nally, Bilaam merely spoke with
ruach hakodesh. Afterwards, he
ascended to the level of a proph-
et. And then, he wished to attain
the level of Moshe, our teacher.
His wish was not granted to him
entirely; on the contrary, this
attempt led to his downfall. From
the wording of that text, there is
some indication that his final
prophecy regarding the nations’
downfall relates to the time when
he desired to attain Moshe’s level.
Consult that text.
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servants of David” However, the inheritance of Seir
by Mashiach will not only affect the people of that
city, as reflected in the prooftext cited by Rambam,
“Liberators will ascend Mount Zion to judge the
mountain of Esau,” which concludes with, “Sover-
eignty will be G-d’s,” i.e., Mashiach will enable G-d’s
kingship to encompass all humanity.
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What the Ultimate Horizon Holds

16. The advantage of the fourth point over the
third - Mashiach’s “fight[ing] the wars of G-d” and
vanquishing the nations to the extent that “his rule
[will extend] from sea to sea” - is reflected by the
wording Rambam uses. With regard to the third level,
Rambam cites the phrase, “his rule,” while regarding
the fourth level, he cites the phrase, “will become an
inheritance” Similarly, with regard to the third level,
he writes, “He will fight,” while regarding the fourth
level, he writes, “He will perfect the entire world”
The difference between these two levels resembles
the novel dimension that inheritance possesses over
conquest. A parallel to these two stages is found re-
garding Eretz Yisrael which was taken by conquest
and also granted as the Jews’ inheritance.”

War, victory, and conquest through war - in a
manner of “break[ing] down” and “rul[ing] - implies
dominion that runs contrary to the existence and
the will of the one being conquered. By contrast, in-
heritance - “Seir will become [Israel’s] inheritance”
- reflects how one becomes heir to something that is
close and connected to him; he is not conquering and
ruling over someone or something else.

A similar progression to a new and loftier level is
reflected in the comparison between “perfect[ing] the
entire world to serve G-d together” and “fight[ing]
wars of G-d... and vanquishing all the nations sur-
rounding him” When the entire world is perfected, the

27. Note Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 15,
p. 106.
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nations themselves will willingly recognize the sover-
eignty of Mashiach. This is alluded to in the conclusion of
the halachah that was stricken by the censor, “When the
true King Mashiach will arise, succeed, and be exalted
and glorified, [the nations of the world] will immedi-
ately all return and realize that their ancestors endowed
them with a false heritage; their prophets and ancestors
caused them to err” As a result, “they will all call upon
the name of G-d and serve Him with one accord.”*®

Our perfect faith in the coming of Mashiach as the
Torah defines him and our anticipation of his coming -
“I will wait for him every day anticipating that he come”
- itself generates energy above. Moreover, it could be
said that this includes also studying the laws of Mashi-
ach. Our anticipation, study, and the change it brings
about within us will itself* bring closer and hasten his
coming, causing it to be in a manner that does not allow

delay.’® May it happen in the immediate future.

28. The connection between this
concept and Mashiach can be
understood based on Ramban’s
statements in Hilchos Melachim
8:10, “Moshe was commanded by
the Almighty to compel all the
inhabitants of the world to accept
the commandments given to Noah’s

descendants,” and those in ibid.,
4:10, that a king’s mission is to “fill
the world with justice.”

Perhaps it could be said that the dif-
ference between “compel[ing]” and
“fill[ing]” parallels the difference
between the third and fourth points
mentioned in the main text.

WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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See Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 23, p. 174ft.

29. See Sichas Acharon shel Pesach,
5699.

30. The implication is that Mashi-
ach’s coming will not involve a step-
by-step progression, but that all the
stages will occur simultaneously, as a
single development.
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21 DVAR MALCHUS | WHAT MASHIACH WILL ACCOMPLISH
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From the Rambam’s Laws of Moshiach: WEEK 2

MOSHIACH’S
REALLY
COMING

P What's the Torah's best proof
Moshiach's coming?

P Does performing miracles prove
Moshiach's identity?

p Will Moshiach make changes to
Torah and Mitzvos?
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WHAT’S THE TORAH’S STRONGEST
PROOF THAT MOSHIACH WILL COME?

When a person does an aveirah, chas v'shalom, the severity of his punishment depends whether it
was b’meizid (on purpose) or b'shogeg (by accident). But the Torah teaches us that a person is always

responsible for their actions and even a shogeg needs teshuvah.

If someone kills another accidentally, the family of the murdered person may try to hurt the murderer as
revenge. So the Torah chooses certain cities belonging to the Leviim as safe places to run away. The cities
are called Orei Miklat, which means “cities of refuge.” As long as he remains in the Ir Miklat, nobody can

cause the murderer harm.

The Torah commands us to make nine Orei Miklat. Moshe Rabbeinu established the first three outside
of Eretz VYisroel on the east side of the Yarden River. The next three were established inside Eretz Yisroel

F“ after the Yidden conquered it with Yehoshua. However, only seven out of the ten Cana'ani tribes
=
S were conguered at that time. The land of the remaining three tribes will become part of Eretz

T==2) VYisroel in the future with Moshiach. The final three Orei Miklat will be set up at that time.

<

Also, an even stronger proof that Moshiach has to WDWN NN D'ZPD Y2 Ox
come, with regard to the Orei Miklat, it (the Torah) says

: y y
in Parshas Shoftim: : T’nbN n 3’”? ox”

: "

T 3.

When Hashem your G-d will expand your borders of , 117 1 NN
Eretz Yisroel. TV 7‘7 N0y
The possuk continues: Then you must add three more "’13] oy UJ‘7'LTU

cities of Orei Miklat in the newly conquered area.




This mitzvah was never yet fulfilled. And Hakadosh Baruch
Hu would not give a mitzvah for no purpose. Now, the
Rambam explained before how a person who does not believe
in Moshiach or await his coming is a kofer (denier of Torah). But

he also said in the last halachah that he denies the nevi’im too.

So: with regard to the words of the nevi'im after Moshe there
is no need to bring more proof, for all their seforim are filled
with mention of this matter that Moshiach will come. Indeed,
the later nevi'im speak about Moshiach and the times of

Moshiach in a more open and direct way than the Torah.
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The Rambam brings even more proof from Why does the Rambam need to bring another
the Torah that Moshiach is indeed coming, proof from the Torah that

connected with the mitzvah of the nine Orei Moshiach exists and is

. . - coming in the future?
Miklat, of which three cities have never yet been

Hint: The proofs in Halachah
Alef are a part of Bilam’s

built. Besides Torah, there are plenty of proofs

throughout the Nevi'im of Moshiach coming. nevuah

\

r




One of the basic concepts of Moshiach is that he will bring about shleimus hatorah. In golus, we can only
do some of the mitzvos (369 out of 613), and all the rest can only be performed when the Beis Hamikdash
is standing and all Yidden settle in Eretz Yisroel. One of the Rambam’s proofs that Moshiach must come

is that there is actually a mitzvah that was never entirely fulfilled. In the past, we had six Orei Miklat, but,
really, the Torah tells us to have three morel When Moshiach comes, we will resettle Eretz Yisroel, including
the lands that were never in Jewish possession before, and there we will build Orei Miklat Numbers Seven,
Eight and Nine.

The Rebbe asks, why of all the mitzvos of the Torah, is it specifically Ir Miklat that is waiting for Moshiach to
come to make it complete?

There is a place, the Torah tells us, where nothing bad can ever happen to you. Even someone who did the
most terrible of aveiros to a fellow human being—murderl—is safe in the Ir Miklat/ This is a lesson in every
persons life: Every aveirah can be considered a mini-death, for it causes the person to be further

from Hashem, the source of all life. This distance is corrected with the words of Torah, which

serve as an atonement and a protection. In this way, Torah is the Ir Miklat
for any person, even today:.

And just like there is a physical space in this world that is “safe”, there
is also a time when no evil exists. No one is hungry anymore, there is no
fighting or jealousy or competition. Does this sound familiar? Yes, this
is the time when all the not-good parts of golus will be gone, and,

free of our yetzer hara, we will live peacefully in our own land with
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, Unn 1171222 17N

........................................................................................................................... \

The idea of Orei Miklat, is simply this: - N0 mwg}gg U'?P?: "y '7W ory

..That when a person is in the City of Refuge, ,U?QD VY OTRD mm:v:
no evil can touch him n;n‘: 2 5_71:'7 5oy &b
And just as there is an idea of a “safe place”, Dipn3 “U?ED“D IV MY DY
so too with time. 11213 X 12,
This is “that time” (meaning, the future with n’.’ﬂ’. N‘?"W '"17_”:0 inN” N-’u‘l!

Moshiach) when “there will be no hunger or war, no N‘71 m;rg‘m N171 =)oa] N =)'/
jealousy or competition” (like it says in Navi) " PND PRIP
We will be sheltered from all the negativity D’?HVD ‘7'37.3 "n?’?ﬁ" n"nnw
of the time of galus, 530 12t YU 1% 0530

And Yidden will settle comfortably on their land. RalylaRf] '7;_7 nYa Do bx-yyn



DOES MOSHIACH HAVE TO
PERFORM MIRACLES?

It had been more than fifty years since the Churban However, things soon began to go very wrong. Before
of the second Beis Hamikdash. The Romans were in one of his battles, Bar Rochba called out loudly:
control of Eretz Yisroel and closed down yeshivos “Hashem, if You choose not to help us,
and shuls. They had destroyed the Beis Hamikdash, at least do not help our enemies!”
plowed over Har Habayis and let wild foxes roam the This showed that he thought he was
able to conquer the Romans without

ruins. They even changed the name of the holy city

of Yerushalayim and rebuilt it as a Roman city. Most Hashem’s help, chas v’sholom. by

Yidden who survived the fight had been taken in relying on his own strategies and

chains into golus. strength. Soon, another terrible

thing came to pass: Bar Kochba

Then one man stood up. gathered suspected that his uncle, Rabbi

a small army and revolted against Elazar HaModa'i, a great tzaddik, was

the Roman conquerors. He was a not supporting him, and he got angry
at him. He kicked Rabbi Elazar so hard,

he Kkilled him.

descendant of Dovid Hamelech,
and his name was Shimon.
He made the Yidden
feel hopeful at a time Bar Rochba did take over Yerushalayim
when they were completely for two and a half years, and even minted
downtrodden. He encouraged coins to celebrate his rule. But then he was
them to keep chased from Yerushalayim and surrounded
mitzvos, such by Roman forces at the fortress of Beitar.
as daled minim On Tisha B'av, Beitar fell, and he and many
and bris milah, Yidden were killed. But even
before this took place, the
Yidden realized that

Bar Rochba cannot be

defying the
Roman decrees.

At first, he was very Moshiach and instead

successful. Rabbi Akiva, began to call him Bar

one of the greatest Tanaim, along Koziva. which means “the
with many other sages of that time,
thought that he was Moshiach. He

became known as Bar Kochba,

son of a lie”

which means “son of a star,”
based on a possuk in the Torah
that likens Moshiach ben Dovid

to a star. There were other leaders
who disagreed, and would not support the rebel
leader. But so strongly did Rabbi Akiva feel that Bar
Rochba was Moshiach, that he paid him the utmost
respect by becoming Bar RKochba's arms’ bearer (the
assistant who carries his weapons into battle).



In this perek, the Rambam provides clear guidelines to help us determine who Moshiach is (we will see

all the details in the next halachah). Today, all poskim agree with his ruling. But in the time of the Mishna

and Gemara, there were many different opinions: Is Moshiach a person or a world event? Is he from the

living or those who have passed away? Would he perform miracles to show that he is a true messenger

of Hashem?

Rabbi Akiva believed that Moshiach would not have to perform miracles, at least not right away.

And it should not come to your mind that the
king, Moshiach will need to perform miracles and
do wonders in order for him to prove himself to be
Moshiach and introduce new things into the world
or bring the dead back to life (techiyas hameisim)
or similar things like these that are supernatural or
new in the world, like the fools who take the words
of Torah and twist them for their own purposes say.

This is surely not so.

We can easily prove this, for Rabbi Akiva was

one of the greatest sages of the Mishna, and he
(Rabbi Akiva) was an arms-bearer of Ben Kuziva
the king. And he would say that he (Ben Kuziva)
is the King Moshiach. And he and all the Sages
of his generation considered him, Ben Kuziva to
be the King Moshiach until he was killed because
of sins—at that point, he was chayav misah
(deserving of death) for causing so many Yidden
to die in the war. Once he was killed, they realized
that he was not Moshiach. And the Sages did not
ask of him at any point for a sign or miracle as

proof that he was indeed the Moshiach.

He and the other sages pronounced Bar Kochba as Moshiach when he was successful in war
against the Romans who had destroyed the Bais Hamikdash. This, along with his yichus as a

descendent of Dovid Hamelech, was enough for Rabbi Akiva.
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How could Rabbi Akiva,
who was a Talmid
Chochom forgo his honor
and serve Bar Kochba?

Hint: There are times that
a Torah leader is allowed—
and must—do things that
seem not fit for his kavod.

1

N X2 i1 ... 07 1YY 1. Moshiach will have “a spirit

of Hashem resting upon him” and he will “smell yiras

Hashem’, according to the navi Yeshayahu. This means

that he will be able to be morach vada’in—"sniffing and

verifying” whether a person is lying or telling the truth. N

At the beginning of the wars of Bar Kochba, all the Sages
supported him (as the Rambam says here) but later some of them
stopped. One of the reasons was because they tested Bar Kochba to
see if he was morach vadain and he couldn't do it.

Why did Rabbi Akiva still believe him to be Moshiach after he failed
the test?

The Rebbe explains that Rabbi Akiva and the other sages who
continued to believe in Bar Kochba thought that the ability to smell
out the truth would come later. They believed that there would be
steps and stages to the times of Moshiach. In the first stage, when
Moshiach fights the wars and builds the Beis Hamikdash, the world
will continue running according to teva (nature) and only later will
there be miracles (like techiyas hameisim), and at that point, they
assumed, Bar Kochba would gain the ability of morach vada’in.

The Rambam follows the approach of Rabbi Akiva regarding

nissim, that Moshiach will not need to prove he is
Moshiach by changing nature and making miracles,
as we can see from these halachos.




WILL MOSHIACH MAKE CHANGES
TO TORAH AND MITZVOS?

But rather the main idea of this matter of Moshiach

is this: that this Torah, its decrees and its laws, are

forever and ever. This means that we may not add

to them or take away from them. Anyone who

adds or takes away from the Torah or its mitzvos

or reveals a new misinterpretation of the Torah,

removing the practical acts of the mitzvos, such

as Yoshke, who were surely wicked and a heretic

(someone who revolts against Hashem). The

opposite is actually true—Moshiach will help us do

Torah and mitzvos better than ever before!
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Moshiach need not perform
miracles to prove that he is our
redeemer, as we see from Rabbi
Akiva, who believed Bar Kochba
was Moshiach without performing
miracles (though in the end, Bar
Kochba sinned and was Killed.)
The proof for Moshiach is clearly
in the Torah and believing that
he will come is a basic part of
our belief. His coming will not
change our practice of Torah and
mitzvos, but rather strengthen

it. So anyone who does try to

implement changes or weaken

our observance, is definitely not

the true Redeemer.

The Rambam’s halachos about
how to figure out who can be
Moshiach, including many of the
details that we will learn in the
next halachah, have helped Yidden
tremendously. Many times in
Jewish history, there were people
who proclaimed themselves to
be Moshiach, but they were not
accepted by the leaders of their
generation for various reasons:

either they were not descended

from Dovid, or they did not keep
the Torah, or they brought about
trouble (lo aleinu) for the Yidden.
Some may even have made
miracles happen! But, as we see,
that is not the most important

thing.

When Moshiach will come,
miracles and techiyas hameisim
will occur at some point, but

Moshiach himself does not need

to make miracles happen in order
for us to believe that he is the

Moshiach.

(1) Since, things written in the Torah could also just happen bruchniyus, the
Rambam strengthens the proof for Moshiach by showing that it is connected
to the fulfillment of a mitzvah. Hashem would never command us to do a
mitzvah that we would never be able to perform. By connecting the belief in
Moshiach with a mitzvah that must be done but has not yet happened in all
of history, we can be doubly assured that Moshiach will come.

(2) Rabbi Akiva carried Bar Kochba's weapons not to show the idea
that even a Talmid Chochom will Moshiach because he will be so great
but because the war was a time of pikuach nefesh. Rabbi Akiva was
allowed—even obligated—to help win the war and save Jewish lives.
(Dovid was a noseh keilim for Shaul, and continued to do so even after
Dovid knew that he would become a king.)
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