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The publishing of a historic sefer

ISSUE 2 )

RAMBAM: HOW'TO

A special collection of the Rebbe's horaos on takonas harambam




FOREWORD

As part of the Hanachos program taking place now in mesivtas, we are
pleased to present to you “Hanachos” - a publication designed to enrich
this program.

In light of the 40" Siyum HaRambam fast approaching, much of this year’s
Hanochos program is dedicated to watching the sichos on the topic of
takonas haRambam. As we come closer to this historic celebration, we
dedicate the current issue to this special takana.

“Marei Mekomos 'Harambam” - an in depth look at the story behind this
special sefer published onthe Rebbe'sinstruction. The Rebbe'sinvolvement
and encouragement to the publishers throughout, encouraging the
publication with unprecedented speed, is a remarkable narrative.

“Rambam: How to” - a unique collection of the Rebbe’s horaos and
instructions related to the takana.

The top three hanachos are prominently featured as well. This issue we
are proud to present the hanachos of the Temimim Yehuda Reinitz, Moshe
Dovid Trusch and Yossele Borenstein.

Hanachos is proud to feature images from JEM’s The Living Archive, and
our deepest appreciation for facilitating this.

As we approach Gimmel Tammuz, we beseech Hashem that we be zocheh
to hear and write down new farbrengens directly from the Rebbe, “torah
chadasha me'iti tetze,” with the coming of Moshiach tzidkenu, teikef umiyad
mamash.

The Editors
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Vaad Talmidei Hatmimim Director of Operations Layout & Design (_ ,fOfLyaL/a
Rabbi Tzvi Altein Rabbi Levi Kesselman Hanochos

Publisher

Mendel Banon
Administrator Zelig Shemtov

Rabbi Yossi Kamman Rabbi Schneur Druk n |

Editor in Chief

Hanochos Magazine Panacles
Circulation and Marketing Levi Katz

Rabbi Mendel Jacobs Rabbi Mendy Shishler Mendel Zakiikovsky Derher

Hanochos is a publication geared toward bochurim, published and copyrighted by
A Chassidisher Derher under the auspices of Vaad Talmidei Hatmimim Haolami.
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When preparing the Rebbe’s shalsheles hayachas in Hayom
Yom, the editors described the takana to study Rambam daily.

They wrote: “Suggests that all Jews set a daily shiur in the sefer
Mishnah Torah . . and the study - in one of three ways: 1) to
try to study daily three chapters...".

When the galleys were given to the Rebbe for editing, the
Rebbe crossed out the word “9mwn%” - “to try”, now reading
“to study daily three chapters...”
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3@ In connection with takonas horambam, the Rebbe
: instructed to compile a sefer of marei mekomos on
the Rambam - we present a overview describing
the going-ons around the publication of this unique
sefer — presented here in chronological order, which
enables the reader to keep track of event dates.




Starting from Acharon Shel
Pesach 5744 - when the Rebbe
announced a new takonah to
learn a daily quota of Rambam
— the Rebbe continuously spoke
about the new takonah and its
practical applications.

One of the ideas that the Rebbe
explained as the reason for
studying Rambam, was that the
Rambam wrote a sefer
of “halochos halochos,”
meaning, that the
Rambam does not bring
sources or references
for what he is writing.

This was actually the
goal of the Rambam in
writing this sefer, as the
Rambam himself writes
in his introduction to

the Rambam:
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“I sought to compose

[a work which
would include the
conclusions]  derived

from all these texts . .
that a person will not
need another text at
all . . Therefore, I have
called this text, Mishneh
Torah ["the second to
the Torah, with the
intent that] a person

should first study the Written
Law, and then study this text and
comprehend the entire Oral Law
from it, without having to study
any other text between the two.”

This was the Rambam’s “method”
used while compiling his sefer
- to omit the sources of the
halachos, making it possible for
every person, young and old, to

The note the Rebbe wrote to mazkirus to get the
aforementioned editors to publish the sefer:
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study it.

Many gedolei yisroel who were
not comfortable with a halacha
sefer being written in such a
fashion; they questioned and
doubted the Rambam’s method.

The Rebbe however, did not see
this to be a flaw in the Rambam,
in fact, the Rebbe saw this as an
advantage. As the Rebbe once
explained that when
you want to know the
source that the Rambam
himself writes, you
need to ask those who
are studying the sefer
hamitzvos track, since
in Sefer Hamitzvos,
the Rambam does

reference the source of
the halachah.

Interestingly, the
Rambam  writes in
a letter, that the fact
that he did not include
sources actually
bothered him:
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The Rambam recounted that he
himself once had to search until
he found the source of a certain
halachah that he wrote. The
Rambam concludes his letter:
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"Thave in mind - if so is Hashem’s
will - to do this, even though it
requires much effort."

The first one to fulfill the
Rambam’s request was his son,
Reb Avrohom. He compiled
a sefer called ‘sefer habiur
likrei hachibur”, in the sefer he
referenced the sources of many
halachos. 1t seems that Reb
Avrohom never managed to
complete his work, as is evident
from a letter in which he writes
about his lack of time to complete
several projects.

COLLECTING MAREI ME-
KOMOS

Shortly after the launch of the
takonah he Rebbe gave a unique
directive connected to the study
of Rambam - to publish a sefer
of marei mekomos on Mishne
Torah.

The Rebbe gave several reasons
explaining the advantage and
practicality of collecting and
publishing such a sefer:

1. The Rambam himself wished
to add marei mekomos to his
seforim, therefore, when the
Rambam’s talmidim - or anyone —
adds references to the Rambam’s
seforim, the wish of the Rambam

is being fulfilled.

2. When learning the Rambam
with all the sources, one can

pasken  directly from the
Rambam, according to all
opinions.

3. By making a sefer of marei
mekomos, people can spend less
time looking for the sources
and spend more time actually
learning the Rambam.

4. The Rebbe spoke aboutlearning
one halacha a day of Rambam in
depth. Publishing sources to the
Rambam will make such a thing
much easier.

To complete the important task
of putting together such a sefer,
the Rebbe - through mazkirus
- turned to the editors of the
Kovtzei Haoros that were coming
out at the time: “hadras Melech,”
“haaros ubiurim — Oholei Torah”
and “haaros hatmimim vanash -
Morristown.”

The Rebbe discussed the idea of
compiling such a sefer publicly
during the farbrengen of 15
menachem av 5744 - the Rebbe
encouraged that the sefer should
be published as soon as possible,
and suggested that the yungerleit
studying in the Kollel should take
upon this task.

The Rebbe specified that even
though klal Yisroel already
started learning the Rambam, the
sefer should still compile marei
mekomos from the beginning
of the Rambam. The Rebbe also
requested that if someone has
a sefer with marei mekomos to
Rambam, that is not available to
all, it should send it to the editors.

The Rebbe finished off by
expressing his hope that the
Kollel yungerleit will take on
this task, and recruit the “yotzei
tzovoh byisroel” to get to work
right away, adding that even
though haste will take away
from the quality of the sefer — a
second, improved edition, can be
published later.

From then on, the Rebbe
frequently  encouraged the
editors to publish the sefer as
soon as possible.

HASTE TO THE GREAT-
EST DEGREE

In the morning following the
farbrengen, the Kollel got together
for a meeting to figure out a plan
of action. The Rosh Kollel Rabbi
Yosef Avraham Heller was called
into the mazkirus office and was
given instructions on how to
compile the marei mekomos.

A system was decided on and
the chavrei hakollel got to work.
Some chavrei hakollel collected
the marei mekomos from seforim,
and others edited the collected
material and took care of the
publishing. Each yungerman
received a few perokim of
Rambam to find sources for, and
one week to finish their quota.

At the next farbrengen the
Rebbe again discussed the marei
mekomos project. The Rebbe
mentioned that collecting marei
mekomos is similar to the idea
of ‘wellsprings’ — a source of life.
Meaning that this job is likened
to Chassidus which reveals the
wellsprings of Torah and brings



it to the chutzah'.

The next day, 21 av, after
returning from the Ohel, the
Rebbe notified that there will be
a surprise farbrengen. During
this farbrengen the Rebbe further
encouraged the publishing of
the sefer. The Rebbe instructed
that whatever they had already
collected should be printed now,
and later they can print a second
and updated edition.

The Rebbe requested that the
publishing be hastened - to
be completed in chodesh av or
at least in chodesh elul. In elul
itself, the Rebbe specified that
it should be completed before
chai elul. The Rebbe concluded
the sicha with some more words
of encouragement: “Since we
have already established that
if one toils he will succeed, so
certainly through toiling — which
is associated with haste — we can
achieve greater results of more
marei mekomos”

As a result of this farbrengen a
meeting was held the next day
between the chavrei hakollel. It
was decided to complete sixty
perokim of resources on that day.
After the meeting, the Rebbe
inquired what the results of the
meeting were, the Rebbe also
inquired the next day, and several
more times that week (!).

A week later, on Sunday 28 av,
the Rebbe replied to a duch
sent in with the results of that
week's work, that the results
are not in a way of mehadrin
min hamehadrin. The Rebbe
referenced to igeres hakodesh
siman 21 about zrizus, and added

that if more maarei mekomos are
found after publishing they can
be added later in the miluim.

Following this it was decided to
finish all of the work by the next
day, erev rosh chodesh elul, when
the Rebbe goes to the Ohel (as
the Rebbe did on every erev rosh
chodesh).

In the yoman of a bochur we
find a description of what was
going on then in 770: “At any
moment the Rebbe is going
to leave to the Ohel. Outside
the Rebbe's accompaniment is
already waiting. Yesterday the
chavrei hakollel announced an
emergency operation regarding
the publishing of the sefer, they
recruited all the bochurim, in
connection to what the Rebbe
said that the work is not being
done in an oifen of mehadrin
min hamehadrin, and that he be
updated where they’re holding.
They printed a page of rules on
how to make the marei mekomos.
Everyone took upon themselves
around four perokim from the
400 remaining perokim. All night
and day until this afternoon they
sat and finished all the remaining
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marei mekomos. Today in the
afternoon, erev rosh chodesh elul,
they notified the Rebbe that they
were finished. On Tuesday night
(first day of rosh chodesh elul)
they gave the Rebbe all the work”

Another bochur wrote: “In every
corner of 770 and the Kollel you
can see groups of people working
on the marei mekomos with
vigor”.

On Monday 13 elul, the Rebbe
instructed that the second,
updated edition, be ready by erev
rosh hashanah.

In the printing house, the
printers toiled to print the book
as quickly as possible. The sefer
was published just in time for
Shabbos, chai elul, the sefer -
comprised of 1000 pages (!).

In the pesach dovor it was written
that the purpose of the sefer is:

1. To collect all the marei
mekomos and references
found in the nosei keilim on
the Rambam.

2. To complete the job of
referencing all the marei
mekomos that didn’t have
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The “Pnei Menachem'’s” reply to receiving
the sefer:
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The Pnei Menachem’s haaros on the sefer



references or didn’t
have complete
references.

The date on the pesach

dovor was: YY8
nrToni

PRAISING THE
SEFER

On Shabbos chai elul
the Rebbe entered the
farbrengen with the new
marei mekomos sefer in
his hands. During the
farbrengen the Rebbe
spoke about the new
publication and praised
those working on it:
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The Rebbe spoke at
great length praising
the new sefer. The
Rebbe explained the
importance of having
marei  mekomos on
the Rambam and
requested that the next
edition be finished
before Rosh Hashanah.
Additionally, the Rebbe spoke
about the first and last marei
makom of the sefer and their
connection to chai elul - the
birthday of shnei  meoros
hagdolim.

The Rebbe concluded the sicha:
“Yehi ratzon that all of the
editors should add energy and
vigor in everything connected
to the second edition and the
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When making the miluim, the chavrei hakollel
wanted to get as many people as possible
involved in this initiative. In connection to this
they prepared an advertisement to be printed was sent
in the Kfar Chabad magazine. The Rebbe was
magia this advertisement

completion of this sefer in the
most complete way and with
haste”
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At the end of the sicha, the Rebbe
poured mashke to the people
who lead the effort (Rabbi Moshe
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Freedman, Rabbi
Yosef Aharon Heller
— the rosh Kollel and
Rabbi Yitzchok Prus),
and gave the bottle
of mashkeh to Rabbi
Heller.

The sicha was muga
by the Rebbe and
subsequently published
in the second edition of
the sefer.

GEDOLEI YIS-
ROEL
With the sefer

published, the Rebbe
instructed to send the
sefer to gedolei hatorah
of the Jewish world.

Namely: the “Pnei
Menachem” Rosh
Yeshivas “Sfas Emes”
and future Gerrer
Rebbe, and Harav
Yitzchok Yedidya
Frankel. ~The  sefer
with a
letter attached: “I am
honored to present to
you the sefer “marei
mekomos to the sefer
Mishnah Torah, the
Yad Hachazakah” of the Rambam
— published recently”.

A letter from the editors was
also attached: “We turn to you
— anyone who may have sources
for the Rambam’s words that are
not referenced to in the sefer or
comments on what is referenced
to in the sefer — should please
send to the Rebbe’s mazkirus
immediately to enable us to add
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it to the miluim which will be
published before Rosh Hashanah.
We also request that anyone who
has a sefer with sources to the
rambam's words that is not part
of the list in the pesach dovor,
should send the sefer to us (to
return if so desired) or a copy
of it. Birchas Kesiva Vachasima
Tova. — The editors”
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The sefer was also sent to Chabad
Kollels around the world with an
attached letter:
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Rabbi Sholom Ber Levin told
over: When the sefer “marei
mekomos to Mishne Torah”
came out I was instructed to
send it together with the miluim
to several libraries. When the
libraries approved the sefer and
I sent the letter to the Rebbe the
Rebbe answered:
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On 27 nissan 5748, when

rabbanim sent the Rebbe more
marei mekomos, the Rebbe asked
the editors of the sefer to respond
to them. The editors sent a letter
thanking the rabbanim for their
comments:
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The editors also answered that
what was written in the sefer still
stood:
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MILUIM AND THE THE
LUACH HATIKUN

On the morning of chof elul, the
Rebbe instructed that yeshivah
bochurim also partake in making
the “luach hatikkun” for the sefer,
and they should move quickly;
finishing by Rosh Hashanah. A
meeting of the bochurim was
calledand papers were distributed
with directions to bochurim form
770 and “Chovevai Torah”, the
bochirm who came for tishrei
were also asked to partake in this
project.

At the time the chavrei hakollel
also continued working on the
miluim,whichhad tobe published
before Rosh Hashnah, as per
the Rebbe's request. Mazkirus
bought tens of sets of seforim,
and the labor of comparing and
editing the references, went on
with haste.

On the following Shabbos -
nitzavim and vayelech - the
Rebbe spoke about the marei
mekomos of that day’s Rambam.

The Rebbe commented that they
should have referenced other
places. This was repeated several
times — the Rebbe was mefalpel in
the marei mekomos.

On erev Rosh Hashanah eve, the
Rebbe entered the farbrengen
with a kuntres miluim and the
new “luach hatikun”. The Rebbe
spoke about the publishing of
the luach hatikkun during the
farbrengen.

On parshas noach 5745 the Rebbe
once again spoke about the marei
mekomos to the Rambam. The
Rebbe said that the job must be
completed through publishing
more arei mekomos and
fixing the mistakes. The Rebbe
suggested it be finished by yud tes
kislev. Indeed, for yud tes kislev,
a new edition of marei mekomos
for the Rambam was published,
with additions and corrections.

In future farbrengens the Rebbe
continued to speak about and
praise the sefer.

A second volume of miluim came
out for Shabbos hagadol 5745, a
third for yemei haslichos 5745, a
fourth for yud aleph Nissan 5746,
a fifth for tes shvat 5747, and a
sixth for yud tes kislev 5748. All
these additions were compiled
together in a special volume of
miluim published for chof teves
5753 (spanning 390 pages).

TZIYUNIM

The Rebbe also instructed to
publish a compilation of tziyunim
to Mishneh Torah.

In the pesach dovor it is written:
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“As per the Rebbe's
horaah, and in
continuation of the
sefer marei mekomos
on the Rambam, we are
publishing tziyunim to
the sefer Mishne Torah
-  Yad Hachazaka,
which is a collection
of tziyunim to the
Rambam from his
other seforim, which
are: Sefer Hamitzvos,
Pirush Hamishnayos,
Moreh Nivuchim,
Igros and Teshuvos.”

This sefer was also
compiled by the
chavrei hakollel. The
date on the pesach
naw p"wxm” :dovor was
Jvpen mmin

We present facsimiles of the Rebbe's hagaos on the
pesach dovor of the sefer marei mekomos on the Rambam




RAMDBAM
HOWTO:

An overview of the Rebbe s
directives and instructions
on the daily Rambam.



Chapter One:
STUDYING RAMBAM

Join the three-chapters-cycle

1. One should learn Rambam according to the
schedule of learning three chapters per day; finishing
the Rambam in one year. Those who are unable to join
this cycle, should learn one chapter a day; finishing in
three years, or at least should join the Sefer HaMitzvos
cycle.
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A firm resolve

2. The resolution to join the Rambam cycle should be
in a “bli neder” way, but with a resolve that will surely
come to fruition.
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Has not fulfilled his obligation

3. Those who can learn three chapters a day, and learn
merely one chapter - it is considered bittul torah!
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Learning the halachos
straightforwardly

4. When initially learning Rambam, study the
straightforward meaning first; you can delve deeper
later.
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One halacha in depth

5. One should study every day (at least), one halacha,
or at least one idea, from the days’ quota, in-depth and
comprehensively.
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To innovate in Rambam, and to publish
the innovations

6. one should study the Rambam in an innovative way,
and should publish and publicize them.
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Studying in community

7. It is desirable to study the daily Rambam in a public
way, or at least with a chavrusa.
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To connect the learning with tzedakah

8. When studying Rambam, one is in need of Hashem’s
brochos, thus it is proper to connect the learning with
tzedakah.
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Learning lessons

9. One should try to find a lesson and message which
will bring to practical action from the daily Rambam
(especially when completing or beginning a set of
halachos). Also, when speaking or farbrenging, it is
proper to derive lessons from the daily Rambam.
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Living with the daily Rambam

10. In accordance with “lichyos im hazman’, it is proper
to live (“lichyos”) with the daily Rambam; even more
than the other daily shiurim.
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Sefer Hamitzvos - applicable
for all ages of children

11. for children too young to study, explain the daily
mitzvah on their level.
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Three chapters for women and girls

12. a woman who has time, should try to join the
three-chapter cycle.
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When to study

13. one should try to finish the daily Rambam before
nightfall. If one failed to complete Rambam by then,
he should aim to finish by chatzos, or at least by alos
hashachar.
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Making-up

14. One who is making up previous quotas of Rambam,
or one who joins in middle of a cycle, should first learn
the current quota — uniting with the entire Jewish
nation - and then make up.
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During sedorim

15. A bochur should not learn Rambam during
sedorim.
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Tisha BAv

16. On Tisha B'Ay, the daily quota of Rambam should
be studied after the completion of the fast.
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Chapter Two:
“‘ARUM” OF STUDYING RAMBAM

Motivating others to join the cycle

1. One should try to ensure that as many Jews as
possible — men, women and children - join one of
cycles.
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Connecting the daily Torah shiurim with
the daily Rambam

2. When studying Torah, one should connect what he
is learning with the daily Rambam.
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Chof Teves

3. The Rambams yom hilula, Chof Teves, is an
opportune time to join the Rambam cycle. It is also
proper to motivate others to join the Rambam cycle
on that day.
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From strength to strength

4. Every new cycle, one should add in the quality of his
learning Rambam
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Adding in quality and quantity

5. Every person studying Rambam should always be
striving to higher levels in his study.
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Chapter Three:
SIYUMIM

All places
1. Siyumim should be arranged in every place possible.
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The thirtieth Siyum celebrated in Eretz Yisroel
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All people

2. The Siyumim should be arranged with great pomp
and fanfare, honor and joy, even though the Siyum
may be pushed off.
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Celebrating after completing

3. If the Siyum will have less participants on the day of
completion, the Siyum may be postponed; not made
earlier.
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Participants in the Siyum

4. One who has not yet joined the Rambam
cycle, should participate in the Siyum, and
should motivate others to join.
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Participating in several Siyumim

5. One should not suffice with participating in one
Siyum, but should make an effort to participate in
several.
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Siyumim in special places

6. It is a big deal to participate in the Siyum held in
the beis medrash of the Rebbe, as well as to attend the
Siyum by the tziyun of the Rambam in Teveriah.
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Beginning anew

7. One should try to immediate the Siyum to the
haschalah, meaning, the study of the first halachah of
yesoidei hatorah.
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Saying a hadran
8. At the Siyum, a hadran should be said.
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To publish the chidushei torah said by
the Siyum

9. “Bakasha nafshis’ - to publish and publicize
elaborate compilations of chidushei torah said by the
Siyumim.
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Making-up a Siyum

10. if a Siyum was not made properly, it may be made-
up as soon as possible, and in an honorable way.
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Chof Teves

11. When a Siyum falls out in proximity to the yom
hilulah of the Rambam (Chof Teves), an effort should
be made to organize a Siyum at the tziyun on the yom
hilulah.
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Siyumim on individual seforim

12. After each sefer is completed, a Siyum should be
made.
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Siyumim on halachos

13. when completing a set of halachos in Rambam, a
seudah with many participants should be arranged.
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Chapter Four:
ADVANTAGES & BENEFITS

Knowing all the Mitzvos

1. Studying the Rambam is the only way to fulfill the
obligation of knowing all 613 Mitzvos.
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“Siyata dishmaya”

2. The resolution to join the Rambam cycle aids in
“siyata dishmaya” in learning with tranquility and
health, beruchniyus and begashmiyus.
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Monetary debts

3. To one who of the Rebbe for a bracha that he be
able to pay back his debts, the Rebbe responded: "oxn

207apn3 yman 93 obwa” (“Did he pay back his debts in
Rambam?”)

‘Hiskashrus, Issue 438

Healing

4. Through studying the daily Rambam, sickness will
not even come 4"y, and one will be cured.
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