FOREWORD

As we approach the yahrtzeit of the Alter Rebbe on the 24th
of Teves, we'd like to present a special collection of learning
material to be studied on that day. This publication consists
of a chapter of Mishnayos beginning with a letter of the
Alter Rebbe’s name and a special collection of the Alter
Rebbe’s teachings regarding Torah learning.

May it be Hashem’s will that this learning achieves a lasting
effect of continuous study throughout the entire year, and
may the Alter Rebbe’s merit stand by us and all of the

Jewish people wherever they may be, with the
complete and true redemption, speedily. 1
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The Alter Rebbe on the Advantage
of Torah Study Over Tefilah

THE HALACHIC
SOURCE

Early chassidim would spend a
complete hour davening each one of
the three tefilos of Shemonah Esrei,
another complete hour beforehand,
and an additional complete hour
afterward, equaling nine hours a
day. They were not concerned for
bitul torah, because they would
connect their minds to Hashem with
intense love and fear and cleave to
Him genuinely, and that is greater
than the mitzvah of studying Torah.

However, this is only true regarding
the mitzvah of studying Torah day
and night. Since one may take
off time from this mitzvah to do
business, which pertains to physical
life, one may certainly take off
time to involve himself in spiritual
life. But this is not the case with
the mitzvah of knowing Torah. The
purpose of fearing Hashem is to fear
transgressing one of the mitzvos,
and the purpose of loving Him is
to fulfill His Will. Knowing Torah is
a positive mitzvah, and forgetting
something one has learned due to
lack of proper review is a negative
mitzvah. That being the case, how
can one transgress both a negative
and positive mitzvah because he is
involved in the fear of Hashem the
entire day?

Hilchos Talmud Torah 4:5-6

colleagues, is exempt from tefilah.
The reason is because tefilah is
the level of bitul through bowing
to Hashem, which draws down
Hashem’s unlimited light, and these
hamshachos are similarly drawn
down through Torah study.

Torah Or, 82a

TEFILAH IS A
PREPARATION

FOR TORAH

Torah study is greater than tefilah,
because Torah is from Hashem'’s
Wisdom, and tefilah is from the
seven attributes of love, fear, and so
on. This is why one must first daven,
to connect his neshamah with love
and fear of Hashem, and as a result
he will be able to cleave to a higher
level, namely, Torah which comes
from Hashem’s Wisdom.

Maamarei Admor Hazaken
Haketzarim, p. 562

PRAYER WITHOUT
TORAH STUDY

Is FALSE

The idea of tefilah is to request from
the depths of one’s heart that there be
a revelation of Elokus in his soul and in
the world at large. He will then be able
to subjugate his yetzer to study much
more than he is accustomed to and to

THE REBBE’S DIRECTIVES

REGARDING THE 24TH OF TEVES

LEARNING MISHNAYOS
Being that it is the Alter Rebbe’s Yohrtzeit, and, as
is known, the Rebbe Rashab said that “we need
his merit so that it stands by us all and protects
us,” it would be fitting that everyone take part in
doing things that are related to a day of passing,
i.e.learning chapters of Mishnayos that begin with
a letter of the name of the deceased (at least one
chapter). One should also learn a paragraph of
[the Alter Rebbe’s] Shulchan Aruch on that day,
in any part one’s heart desires, as well as a chapter
of his book of Tanya and an idea discussed in his
Chassidic discourses, preferably one pertaining to
the current week — an idea in Torah Or, Parshas
Vaeera. This should be done together with giving
Tzedaka, as mentioned earlier.

(24 Teves S738 — Likkutei Sichos Volume 21 p. 296)

ADDING IN

TORAH LEARNING
Throughout the day one should add in all aspects
of Kedusha, especially those relating to the Alter
Rebbes achievements and teachings. One should
also see to it that this has a lasting effect on the
following days and ultimately on the entire year.
[One should] begin with adding in the learning
of his Torah — Tanya, Torah Or and Likkutei
Torah [especially ideas of the current period or
date — the “Chassidishe Parsha” in Torah Or and
Likkutei Torah], and his Chassidic discourses that
our generation has merited to see published, and
also his books on Nigleh — Shulchan Aruch etc.

(Sefer Hasichos S789 Pt. 1 p.186)

i L

Available at Yagdil Torah

Yagdil Torah is here to serve Yidden with all their Limud

study whenever he can, and similarly
HaTorah needs. We can help you find a chavrusa anywhere,

TORAH DRAWS Wlthh rigdard todtzedaEliai’ bgcauie T:IS we have a comprehensive list of website and phone
AM ERIUEIRCELERe ORI CRNIIRCIMAVEIAAN [ines for all types of learning, an interesting selection of

DOWN THE S E Tefilah is merely a request that this shiurim to download, an international Chalukas Hashas,
HAMSHACHOS should occur in actuality; hence, if he learning guides for chasidishe yomim tovim, inspirational

. . . ublications, and a shiurim phone-line.
does not act accordingly, his prayer is R 2

false.

AS TEFILAH

In Crown Heights we have a beautiful Beis Midrash - open
o full time - with ongoing and seasonal shiurim, a thorough
Someone whose Torah study is his directory of shiurim and more.
profession (toraso umnaso), such

as Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai and his

Siddur Im Dach, 19d

For more info please visit YagdilTorah.org
or call 347.223.5943
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HiLCHOS TALMUD TORAH, 3:3

One who is inspired to fulfill this
mitzvah properly, should work a little
every day, only to provide for his
basic necessities. He should remove
the passions and indulgences of the
world from his heart, as Chazal say,
“This is the way of Torah: you should
eat bread with salt, drink water in
small measure, and sleep on the floor,
enduring a life of pain while studying
Torah” One mustn’t be concerned
for the lives of his wife and children
to a greater extent than his own life,
thus it should suffice for him to work
minimally, accompanied by Hashem’s
blessings and success — without relying
on miracles.

Therefore, Chazal tell us that in the
Heavenly court Hillel obligates the
poor who forsake the mitzvah of Torah
study due to their preoccupation
earning a living through the entire day,
or at least most of it. Hillel would chop
wood, earning half a dinar daily, half of
which he would give the watchman by
the study hall, which was in the field

L Lieblich
Sfinancial services (718) 771-0887
ASHER LIEBLICH . LFSwealth.com

CPA, CEP(®), MBA (TAXATION)

Shmuel Spielman

Carpet Cleaning

917.370.7037 / 718.774.4180

in Talmudic times. The other half of his
earnings — consisting of 3 pundyonos —
would provide for the needs of him and
his family. [For illustration purposes,]
each pundyon was able to purchase
bread in the volume of six eggs. [In
Hillel's case] this sum of money was
also used for all the other expenses
incurred by his family, including
Shabbos and Yom Tov. Although the
average person can’t be expected to
go to the same extreme as Hillel, he
is nevertheless held accountable for
not emulating Hillel at least to some
degree, forgoing the comforts of life.

Even one who has already mastered
the entire Torah prior to his marriage,
and still retains it in his memory, is
still obligated to make Torah study
his primary occupation and his work
secondary. He must review his original
studies, delving more deeply into the
reasoning of the laws, and extrapolate
by comparison to the extent of his
capability.

Hilchos Talmud Torah, 3:3

Michael Carciente MD
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Revealing the

Geonus of the Baal
Shem Tov

On many occasions, Reb Pinchas
Reizes would accompany the Alter
Rebbe on his journeys, especially
when he visited centers of the
misnagdim.

He related the following incident:

When the Alter Rebbe decided
to stay in Russia and not travel to
Eretz Yisroel with Reb Menachem
Mendel of Horodok, he was
greeted in every city with the
utmost respect. In many cities,
they requested that he honor
them with saying a pilpul in
public. Whenever he did so, it was
well attended.

Once, some vyears later, after
saying a pilpul in one of the larger
shuls, the Alter Rebbe remained
momentarily next to the aron
kodesh. Two of the leaders of
the misnagdim were there,
standing at the other end of the
shul talking. In admiration, one
whispered to the other, “This one
[meaning the Alter Rebbe] is a
true scholar”

His friend replied, “So what. His
Rebbe [referring to the Maggid]
was also a great Torah scholar;
however his Rebbe’s Rebbe [the
Baal Shem Tov], the founder of the
movement, was a simple assistant
to a melamed who taught alef-
beis. He had no knowledge
whatsoever of the Torah.”

With his keen sense of hearing,
the Alter Rebbe heard this. He
called them over and said, “1 will
now repeat to you a teaching
that | heard from my Rebbe the
Maggid, which he learned from

his Rebbe, the Baal Shem Tov.”

He then proceeded to spend the
next several hours explaining an
argument in the Gemara.

All present were dumbstruck, as
they had never heard such deep
and concise explanations. One
then said, “This must be on the
same level as the discussions of
Abaya and Rava.”

The Alter Rebbe replied, “The
part that | said was only according
to Abaya’s explanation. Rava has a
totally different approach.”

In relating this story, Reb Pinchas
added that while listening to
the Alter Rebbe, he clearly
understood the beginning of his
explanation, but after that he
could only comprehend it on
general terms; it was so deep,
he just couldn’t keep up with the
train of thought.

e

“The Shechitah Is

Invalid!”

A certain man once divorced
his wife. Some time later, he
approached the Rov of his town
and asked him to serve as a
mesader kiddushin, as he was
planning on marrying another
woman.

“Did you give your first wife a
get?” the Rov asked him.

“Of course | did,” the man replied.
“In fact, | have a document right
here as proof of the divorce,
written by the Beis Din of the
town where | lived at the time.”
Saying that, he took out a paper

from his pocket and presented it
to the Row.

Looking it over, the Rov noticed
something unusual. In the
document, the Beis Din testified
that “Mr. So-and-So gave a get to
his wife, who is known as Mrs. So-
and-So.” “What does it mean that
your previous wife was known
with this name?” he asked. “What
was the name given to her at
birth?”

“I believe this was her real name,”
the man replied. “However, when
| decided to divorce her and asked
her if the name she was known
by was her name from birth, she
refused to give me a clear answer.
When | told the Beis Din about
this, they said it didn’t pose a
problem, and they would write
the name with which she was
known.”

The Rov wasn’t so sure this was
acceptable. He asked the man to
wait a few weeks before getting
married, as he would have to
discuss the matter with other
Rabbonim.

The Rov proceeded to send this
guestion to the Alter Rebbe. The
Alter Rebbe replied that the get
was invalid, and that the man was
not allowed to remarry until he
would give his first wife a proper
get.

When the Rov informed the man
of his decision, he was livid. “The
Rabbonim of the other town said
the get was finel” he ranted. “I

will go and get married there!”

When the Alter Rebbe heard
about the man’s decision, he
wrote a psak (halachic decision)
stating why he had ruled that
the man may not remarry until
he gives a proper get. He then

added a warning: “If the man will
go ahead and find a Rov who will
agree to arrange the marriage, |
decree that the shechitah for that
wedding, be it fowl or meat, is
invalid. The meat will be treif!”

As a result of the Alter Rebbe’s
severe warning, the wedding did
not take place. A year or two later,
the man moved to a different
area where he wasn’t known,
and shortly afterwards he asked
the local Rov to officiate at his
wedding. The Rov hadn’t heard
about the Alter Rebbe’s ruling,
and, not realizing there was a
problem, he officiated at the
wedding.

Ten years later, a mother brought
her teenage son to Reb Akiva
Eiger and bemoaned:

“My son is quite intelligent, and
he has a head for everything he
studies. However, when it comes
to Torah, he just can’t understand.
My son wants to learn Torah and
he keeps on trying, but alas, he
can’t. But then, as soon as he
studies another subject, he is the
most brilliant young man in the
room!”

“He must have eaten something
treif when he was vyounger/’
Reb Akiva Eiger replied. “That
is what is preventing him from
understanding our holy Torah!”

Hearing this, the parents began
to investigate. Ultimately, they
realized that as a child he had
eaten at the above-mentioned
wedding, and he had therefore
unwittingly eaten treife meat.



ADVICE IN LEARNING
FROM THE ALTER REBBE

An Eitzah for Enthusiasm in Learning
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Although tefilah is not as great as Torah study, it can help
cultivate an enthusiasm for learning. If it happens that in the
middle of the day one loses his desire to learn, he should
recite krias shema audibly, and this will help renew his desire.
The Gemara advises that [one should recite krias shema
as a means to overcome the yetzer hara,] and if this is not
effective, one should remember the day of death. This refers
to fear of Divine retribution, or, on a higher level, awe from
Hashem’s greatness. By reminding himself of this, he will
renew his desire.

Maamarei Admor Hazaken Haketzarim, p. 564 (TIPN ©IXPN TRMTR MND)
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@www seewaldcars.com

Affordable - Wheelchair Accessible

773cars@gmail.com - 718.773.2277 - 917.520.7452




