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Aharon Hakohen lived. Another reference to Aharon Hakohen and the
Yom Tov of Chanukah.

As is brought down in many seforim, Aharon Hakohen represents
the Sefira of Hod, the fifth of the sefiros (Avrohom-Chessed, Yitzchok-
Gevura, Yaakov-Tifferes, Moshe-Netzech, Aharon-Hod, Yosef-Yesod
and Dovid-Malchus). This relates to the Middah of Aharon of being amx
mIN0% J39pm NP2 DR

In that same vain, the fifth night of Chanukah is related to Aharon
Hakohen. Therefore, it is imperative to give children Chanukah Gelt
which was originally based upon the concept of Tzedakah. This also
helps us understand why every other night of Chanukah could fall out
on Shabbos. When that occurs, we light the Menorah early on Friday and
after Shabbos on Motzei Shabbos. However, we don't technically light
the Menorah on that particular day (as we light it before and after with
enough oil to burn through the zman). The exceptional day remains the
fifth day, which never falls out on Shabbos, thereby guaranteeing that
the candle will always be lit on that night because the Zechus of Aharon
Hakohen is represented by that night as he was the cause of us having a
Yom Tov of Chanukah to celebrate. May we take this lesson to heart and
help our fellow Jews by bringing them closer to Yiddishkeit, showing
them the beauty of the Torah and hastening the yax 11m°2 219p2 mbw 19
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The Secret of the Fifth
Candle of Chanukah

By yosef nussbaum

In many places, the minhag in Klal Yisroel is to distribute Chanukah
Gelt on the fifth night of Chanukah, known in Yiddish as - Der Fifter
Lichtel. This appears to be the Minhag in Chabad and was also the min-
hag of the Steipler Gaon ZT”L and other Gedolei Yisroel. One com-
mon reason given is that the fifth night of Chanukah can never fall
out on Shabbos and therefore, it would be an appropriate night to give
Chanukah Gelt to the Children.

However, we need to understand why it is that the fifth night never falls
out on Shabbos. To answer this, we need to go back in time to one of the
first references in the Torah to Chanukah. At the times of the Chanukas
Hamishkan, Chazal tell us that Aharon Hakohen had ny=n nwbn that he
and his vaw were not represented in the n13pn napn at the Mishkan’s
dedication. Chazal tell us that 7"3pn  promised Aharon Hakohen that
his reward will be greater than the other Shevatim because he will get
to light the neiros of the Menorah for generations. The Ramban further
elaborated that this kindling of the Menorah is a reference to the Neiros
of Chanukah of the Chashmonoim who were Kohanim and descendents
of Aharon Hakohen because these Neiros lasted for generations.

The laining of Chanukah begins with the Birchas Kohanim and con-
cludes with the laining of Aharon Hakohen lighting the Menorah in
Parshas Be’haloscha. Perhaps this is to emphasize the role that Aharon
Hakohen had in the Yom Tov of Chanukah.

Further, the Rambam in Hilchos Chanukah 3:12 states that the amount
of Hallelukahs in Hallel is 123 in reference to the amount of years that
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worthy, he would agree to the match. The young couple got married, and
the whole town rejoiced at the wedding.

The morning after the wedding, the boy’s father got up in the morning,
picked up his talis and tefillin, and began to leave for shul. His wife asked
him, “What’s happening? You haven't davened in shul in years? Why are
you going now?” So he answered, “My son’s father in law is the great rav
of the city. Considering my relationship to the rav, it is simply not proper
for someone like me not to go to shul”

And when Shabbos came, the man made Kiddush Friday night and
stayed home from work Shabbos day. Not only that, he made Kiddush for
his family. Bewildered, his wife asked him, “Why are you suddenly not
working on Shabbos? Why are you making Kiddush?” So he answered
her, “It is just as I told you the other day. I am now related to the rav
through my son’s marriage to his daughter. How can a close relative of
the rav work on Shabbos? How can he not make kiddish on Shabbos?”

The Ponevezher Rav continued: Precious sons and daughters, you are
close relatives not just of the rav of a town. You are related to the King of
Kings, the Holy One Blessed is He. You are connected to greatness. Each
one of you over these past years made such sacrifices because of your
relationship with the King. Because you are Jews. And it is not fitting
for great people to lie in bed, unable to get up, not to live their lives. You
are connected to the King!

One of the young men in that group recounted this story years later
and said that the Rav’s words made such an impression on him that not
only was he able to break out of his state of depression, sadness, and
despair, but he began to long for greatness.

Hashem has placed a Jewish soul in each of us. That is our treasure.
We are privileged to be Hashem’s nation for whom Torah and mitzvos
are our life. Just like the Chashmonayim, may we merit to live for Torah
and recognize that living without Torah and mitzvos is not life at all.



What Do You Live For? 49

called “life” And citizens’ lives are a pale shadow of that, hardly worth
being called life.

That is what we live for. Our daily challenge is to attain greater per-
fection and purification, to fight the evil inclination and understand the
Torah more deeply. That is our battle. We are soldiers in Hashem’s cavalry.
The battle inherent in a Torah life is truly called life. That is why, in Al
Hanisim, we thank Hashem “for the wars” Why do we thank Hashem
for wars? Lest one explain that this expression actually refers to victory
in war, not war itself, this cannot be. First, we already thank Hashem for
victory in war in Al Hanisim when we thank Him “for the salvations.” In
addition, if it meant victory in war, it should have said, “for the victories,”
not “for the wars” It must mean that we do indeed thank Hashem “for the
wars.” It is an honor and a privilege to fight Hashem’s battles by doing the
hard work to make Hashem’s existence and presence felt in every detail
of life, down to the most mundane. We are honored and privileged for
the treasure of our G-dly soul which enables us to live Jewish lives in
which we fight Hashem’s battles.

The Ponevezher Rav, zt'], after he reestablished the Ponevezh yeshiva
in Bnei Brak after the war, was known as having a keen insight into peo-
ple. Someone told the Rav about a group of orphans who had survived
the war. They were completely alone and had given into despair, unable
to get up the morning or do anything to move their lives forward. They
were completely broken. The Rav instructed that the group should be
brought to his home and he would be happy to speak with them.

When the young men and women arrived, the Rav told them the fol-
lowing story: There was a rav, a great scholar, in a certain town in Europe
before the war. Someone proposed a match, a wonderful young man, for
his daughter. He agreed that the young man was great and would make
a wonderful husband, but there was only one problem. The young man’s
father was only marginally religious, did not daven with a minyan, and
even worked on Shabbos. The rav was torn and did not know what to
do. But ultimately, he decided that because the young man was certainly
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life; that is what they live for. For such a person, a life of transgressing the
Torah is not a life. For them, giving up life rather than sin is a fulfillment
of “And you shall live by them.”

Indeed, the Satmar Rav fulfilled this ideal. For example, he would not
shave off his beard during the Holocaust even to save his own life. It was
only through countless miracles that he was able to survive the war. For
him, it was not worth living if he would have compromised on even the
smallest part of Yiddishkeit.

Using this principle, we can understand how the Chasam Sofer’s kal
vachomer applies to Chanukah. The Chashmonayim, “Your holy ko-
hanim” (Al Hanisim), were certainly great, pious, and G-d-fearing indi-
viduals. For them, a life without Torah, Bris Mila, and Rosh Chodesh was
not a life. For them, the Greeks’ decrees were synonymous with death.
Therefore, the redemption of Chanukabh, just like Purim, was a reversal
from death to life. That is why, according to the Bahag, the Torah obli-
gated the sages to establish a festival, including the recitation of Halel,
on Chanukah.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz, in a recently published teaching, explains that
the citizens of a country and its soldiers have different perspectives on
their respective roles. The citizens believe that their daily lives of work,
travel, eating, recreation, and the like, are the primary life of the coun-
try. But because the citizens cannot live securely without an army, the
country recruit soldiers to protect them to allow them to live their lives.
For them, the citizens’ lives are primary, and the soldiers live simply to
support and protect citizen life.

Soldiers see it differently though. They look down on average citizens
and their pedestrian existence. They cannot imagine how a life of simple
work and idle entertainment can be considered a life. A soldier’s life is
filled with challenges. They pass through fire and water, get up early
and challenging themselves on a daily basis to become better and fight
for something greater than themselves: the national identity. For them,
a soldier’s life, because of all of its difficulties and challenges, is truly
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instituting Megillah, gifts to the poor, gifts to friends, and a feast, in the
case of Purim, and Chanukah candles and Halel in the case of Chanukah.

We can understand the Chasam Sofer’s kal vachomer with respect
to Purim. There, there was a decree of death from which we were re-
deemed. But with respect to Chanukah, the Greeks never planned to
wipe us out. In Al Hanisim, we say that they attempted “to cause them
to forget Your Torah and to transgress the decrees of Your will” But
they did not attempt, as Haman did, to “destroy, kill, and extermi-
nate all of the Jews, from young to old...” So how can we understand
The Bahag with respect to the mitzvos of Chanukah as having a basis
in Torah?

We can answer this question based on a teaching by the Satmar Rav
which explains a dispute quoted in Yorah Deah 157. This dispute centers
on whether a Jew is permitted to allow himself to be killed rather than
transgress a mitzvah (other than one of the three cardinal sins outside
of the context of forced conversions). The Rambam maintains that one
is not permitted to do so. After all, the Gemara (Yuma 85b) explains that
the pasuk (Vayikra 18:5), “And you shall live by them,” implies, “And
you shall not die by them.” Rabbeinu Yerucham, on the other hand,
says that one is permitted to give up his life rather than transgress even
the “smallest” mitzva in the Torah. The Shach, in his commentary on
Shulchan Aruch there (SK 5) says that both the Rambam and Rabbeinu
Yerucham agree that one who is great, pious, and fears Heaven may give
up his life rather than transgress any mitzva of the Torah.

How can the Shach say that the halacha should change for someone,
simply because they are great, pious, and G-d-fearing? To answer this
question, the Satmar Rav quotes a teaching from his grandfather, the
Yismach Moshe, zy’a, who explains that there are two types of people.
For most people, “life” means eating, drinking, working, and sleeping.
For them, “And you shall live by them,” means that, except with respect to
the three cardinal sins, they must transgress a mitzva in order to continue
living life as they define it: worldly life. But for other people, those who
are great, pious, and G-d-fearing, studying Torah and doing mitzvos is
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What Do You Live For?

Parshas Mikeitz-Chanukah 5775
Rabbi Moshe Weinberger

The man in charge of Yosef’s house said something that serves as a
critical reminder for every Jew. The brothers did not know how to react
to the money they found returned to their bags when they left Egypt
the first time. So, at Yaakov’s suggestion, they brought the money back
to Egypt and gave it to the man in charge of Yosef’s house. But the man
told them (Bereishis 43:23), “Peace unto you. Do not be afraid. Your
G-d and the G-d of your father placed a treasure in your bags...” The
Pnei Menachem of Ger, zy’a, teaches that this treasure is a hint to a Jew’s
G-dly soul. On this Shabbos Chanukabh, let us understand more about
this treasure.

Remarkably, the Bahag (Mitzva 139) counts the mitzva to light
Chanukah candles as one of the 613 mitzvos of the Torah. The Rambam,
in Sefer Hamitzvos (Shoresh 1) asks the obvious question on the Bahag:
How can Chanukah be a Torah mitzva when it was instituted by the sages
in the time of the second Beis Hamikdash?

In defense of the Bahag, the Chasam Sofer suggests a Torah source
for Chanukah (and Purim). We know that if one derives a halacha
from a Torah law using the logical principle kal vachomer, or a fortiori,
the resulting inference also has the status of a Torah law. Specifically,
if the Torah commands the recitation of Halel and the establishment
of a holiday for our transition from slavery to freedom (Pesach), then
kal vachomer, when the Jewish people face a decree of death and are
then redeemed, they should certainly say Halel and institute a holiday!
He clarifies that once the events of Chanukah and Purim took place, a
Torah obligation to establish a holiday with the recitation of Halel took
effect. The sages simply decreed the specific form of the holiday; i.e., by
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any dry heat, and thus would not allow you to reheat dry, cooked foods
without liquid.

Frying

Food that is fried with a small amount of oil is considered to be roasted
by the general consensus of Poskim. If it’s fried with a lot of oil, such that
the oil gives taste to the food, it becomes the subject of debate, and as
such, it is better to avoid reheating such a food entirely. Deep fried food,
however, is considered to have been cooked by most", since the food is
entirely covered in liquid during the cooking process.

How Hot

Any food, wet or dry, can be put in a place where it is impossible to
reach the temperature of Yad Soledes. Even though it becomes somewhat
warm, if it cannot reach that temperature, it isn’t being cooked. As such,
the food is permitted to be warmed up in such a location.

Conclusion

In order to heat up food on Shabbos, it must be fully cooked. If it is a
wet food, it must still be warm, according to the Rama, or Yad Soledes
Bo, according to the Mechaber. If the food is dry, it may even be cold.
The definition of wet and dry is a machlokes between the Mishnah
Berurah,the Shulchan Aruch Harav, and the Minchas Kohen.

Even when all these conditions are met, only cooking after cooking or
baking/roasting after baking/roasting is allowed. Cooking after baking/
roasting or vice-versa is not.

In addition, care must be taken to ensure that the prohibitions of
Shema Yechateh and Nireh Kimivashel are not being violated, by hav-
ing a separation between the food and the heat source, and/or blocking
access to the temperature controls.

17. 'The Ktzos Hashulchan (124, Badei Hashulchan 54) writes that even deep frying is possibly
considered roasting.
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to heat any food that will produce any moisture. In the same vein, one
cannot put sugar or anything else that dissolves into hot water."

Tomato Sauce and Jam

A food that has a liquid-like consistency, but is not actually liquid,
like a jam or sauce, is another topic of debate. According to Rav Moshe
Feinstein, if it flows, it's liquid. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach holds
that if the food is simply a puree of a solid, then it is still considered a
dry food. According to the later opinion of the Shulchan Aruch Harav,
it would seem that any liquid, even though it started as a solid, is con-
sidered wet food, jams and sauces included.

Cooking vs. Baking

Although when it comes to dry food, or still-hot or still-warm wet
food, there is no cooking after cooking, there still might be baking or
roasting after cooking, and vice-versa. This means that something that
was cooked in liquid cannot be roasted over a flame, and something that
was baked or roasted cannot be reheated in liquid. For example, you may
not put Challa in your hot soup (even in a Kli Sheini'*).

Roasting

It is important to note that ‘baking’ only applies to things like bread
and cake-foods that we normally say are baked, and not to other foods
even though they’re dry. Similarly, roasting” only takes place through
an open flame' according to some'é, so heating up dry food on top of
the CrockPot or on the blech (in a permissible way, see above) would
be fine. The Mishnah Berurah, however, understands roasting to mean

13. In aKli Rishon, if it’s a spice or other flavoring, or even a Kli Sheini, if it’s not.

14. Although a Kli Sheini is generally not considered to be capable of cooking, we are concerned
that some foods might be easier to get cooked, and therefore we don’t put anything that is not
allowed to be cooked into a Kli Sheini.

15. Because the main idea of roasting is that it has the taste of being roasted, not just that it’s
cooked without liquid, and that only comes from the flame.

16. Support for this opinion is found in the words of the Shulchan Aruch Harav (318, 16), “A
pot.. On the fire... and a water heater on the fire, it is permitted to put on them on Shabbos... a
dry food even if it’s cold”
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The Tur writes that cooking the moisture in a piece of meat is forbid-
den. This means that any dish or food with a liquid component cannot be
reheated on Shabbos, unless it is still warm (or Yad Soledes Bo, according
to the Mechaber). The minimum amount of liquid that we concern our-
selves with is Tofeiach Al Minas Lihatfiach, which means, wet enough
that if you touched it, and then touched something else, that thing would
be wet from the moisture of the food. If the liquid component is less than
that, the food is considered dry. [The Ktzos Hashulchan writes that he
is not sure if this is true according to the Shulchan Aruch Harav, and
possibly any amount of moisture, even the most minute, means the food
is considered wet.]

The Minchas Kohen writes that if the food is mostly dry, then the liq-
uid doesn’t count-unless you have specific intention to heat up the liquid,
in which case the liquid is not of secondary value, rather of prime im-
portance, and brings the entire dish into the category of wet. Of course,
a dish where the liquid is the main component, such as a stew, is con-
sidered wet even according to the Minchas Kohen

Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that in extreme need, one might be able to
rely on the Minchas Kohen. Generally speaking, however, the definition
of wet follows the Tur, who forbids any food that is wet to the point of
Tofeiach Al Minas Lihatfiach.

Melting and Dissolving

Something that is dry before being heated or mixed in hot water re-
tains its dry status even though it dissolves or liquefies afterwards. For
example, congealed fat on a piece of chicken or meat that melts when
heated is not a concern'?, since it started oft as dry. This is the opinion of
the Rama and Mishnah Berurah, and the Shulchan Aruch Harav agrees—
in his Shulchan Aruch. In his Halacha Rabassa U'Shabata, which was
written later and is the final word for those who follow his opinion, he
writes that these things are indeed problematic, and one is not allowed

12. Of cooking. However, we may still be concerned with Molad, the creation of a new substance
on Shabbos, depending on the specific circumstances.
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The Rishonim are divided on how to understand this apparent contra-
diction. According to the Rosh, the concern of “he might come to heat
up” means he might stoke the coals, violating the prohibition of creating
afire, as discussed earlier regarding Shema Yechateh. The heating of the
food itself, however, is not a problem. According to this view, there is
no such thing as cooking after cooking, and one is allowed to reheat any
tully cooked food on Shabbos (even plain water).

According to Rashi, on the other hand, the words “he might come
to heat up” refer to the food itself. Based on this understanding, the
Rishonim who follow this interpretation make a distinction between wet
and dry foods. Dry food cannot be cooked after it’s been cooked; thus
it is allowed to be reheated on Shabbos, as stated in the Mishna above.
This includes things like pasta, or the chicken of R* Abba discussed in
the Gemara-a food that was cooked in liquid, but is now dry. Wet food,
like soup or stew, can be cooked after being cooked, and may not be
reheated on Shabbos.

The Mechaber writes that it is prohibited to place wet food near a heat
source (even in a permissible way, as described above,) if the food is no
longer at the temperature of Yad Soledes Bo. The Rama, however, says the
minhag is to allow reheating as long as the food isn't completely cold. If
the food has cooled off to the extent that it wouldn’t be eaten as a hot food
anymore, it's prohibited to heat it up. The Shulchan Aruch Harav agrees.

What is Wet?

The question before us, then, is how do we define wet or dry food?
Obviously a completely dry food, such as pasta (if it’s been dried off) may
be reheated, e.g you can put the lukshen in the soup, even directly in the
boiling hot pot that was just removed from the fire (but not if the pot is
still on the fire, as discussed above). The soup itself is a completely wet
food, obviously, and may not be reheated (again, in a permissible way)
unless it is still Yad Soledes Bo if you are Sefardj, or still warm, if you are
Ashkenazi, as per the machlokes between the Rama and the Mechaber
mentioned above. But what if it's somewhere in between? A juicy piece
of steak, or an oily potato kugel-what is their status?
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his wording to mean that it is considered like a shelf above the roof of an
oven (without a stovetop, i.e no fire directly under the shelf) which he
is lenient about, allowing food (that may be heated) to be placed there
on Shabbos itself.® However, it can also be read to mean that it is not as
good as the shelf, and that the Shulchan Aruch Harav concurs with the
Mishnah Berurah, only allowing food to be placed there before Shabbos.”

In practice®, the custom is to follow the stringent view due to the se-
verity of Shabbos and to put an upside-down tray on the Blech, and to
put food on top of that.

Types of Food

Even when the food in question is fully cooked, the question still re-
mains: can it be cooked again? If we heat the food to the extent that it is
Yad Soledes Bo, have we violated the prohibition of cooking on Shabbos?
Or do we say, there is no cooking after cooking, and once the food is fully
cooked, reheating it is not a problem!

It depends. In a Mishna’, it is stated: “Anything that was in hot water
before Shabbos, can be put in hot water on Shabbos.” This seems to be
telling us that there is no cooking after cooking, and indeed, the Gemara
brings the example of R Abba, who ate a chicken dish which, for health
reasons, was cooked and recooked many times, and was allowed to be
recooked on Shabbos. However, the Gemara elsewhere® tells us (based
on a Braisa'!) that it is forbidden to wrap food up on Shabbos in a way
designed to keep it warm, “Lest he come to heat up [the food],” implying
that reheating even fully cooked food is not allowed on Shabbos.

food in it] which is being preserved [on the fire] or on top of a water heater which is on the fire,
and the empty pot only helps to make the range considered Grufah, but not to allow putting food
on it initially on Shabbos.”

6. This seems to be the simplest reading of theShulchan Aruch Harav.

7. Shabbos K’'Halacha, (Farkash) 10, 8, and in the Biurim there.

8. See above.

9. Shabbos, 145b.

10. Ibid, 34a.

11. See Rashi there, beginning “Mishechashecha”.
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It's important to remember that these two prohibitions can exist to-
gether, and avoiding one does not necessarily mean you have avoided
the other. If you cover the knob of your oven, you may have solved the
problem of Shema Yechateh, but you still can’t put food in the oven
because Nireh Kimivashel, it looks like cooking. On the other hand,
although warming up your food near the fireplace might not look like
cooking, it still might tempt you to stoke the flames.

Blech

We must mention here the modern solution found in many frum
homes: the “Blech” (lit. sheet of metal), that covers the stovetop. This is
similar to putting an empty pot on the fire, which has the effect of making
the stove “Grufah and Ketumah”, meaning that the ‘coals” are consid-
ered as covered and/or removed, thus negating the concern of Shema
Yechateh. However, according to the Mishnah Berurah, this only helps
for food that is placed there before Shabbos. It is still forbidden to put
(even fully-cooked) food directly on the Blech, or even in a pan on the
Blech, because this is still too similar to the normal method of cooking.
Although a pot with food in it is enough to satisfy both conditions, an
empty pot is not.

A widely-accepted solution, discussed in Shevet HaLevi*, is to put an
empty pot or pan upside down on the Blech, and to put your food on top
of that. This creates such a distance between flame and food that even
though all the separating pots are empty, it is clear that this is not the
normal way of cooking, and we have no concern that Nireh Kimivashel.

The opinion of the Shulchan Aruch Harav is unclear regarding the
status of an empty pot, and therefore of a Blech®. One could understand

4. Orach Chayim, Siman 91.

5. 253,26-“One may remove the pot from the range, place an empty pot over the opening, and
then place the pot of food on top... Similarly, it is permitted on Shabbos to place a cooked
dish on a pot of Cholent that is on the fire... even if the food had been cooked a while ago and
had become entirely cold... When one places a [the dish] on top of a pot that is on the coals, it
does not appear as if one is initially cooking, since this is not Derech Bishul
(emphasis added), which implies one is allowed to put food initially on Shabbos even on top of
an empty pot, as he does not differentiate. But see Kuntres Acharon, 10 there, “Even if you will
say... that [putting a dish] inside an empty pot is worse than [putting it] on top of a pot [with
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Nireh Kimivashel

Nireh Kimivashel is the prohibition against doing something that
looks like cooking on Shabbos. An action that normally constitutes
cooking is forbidden, even if in this specific scenario no actual cooking
is happening. This includes putting food directly on the fire or burner,
putting food into an oven that is on, or putting food into a Kli Rishon
that is still on the fire.

In order to avoid this prohibition, there must be a distance or separa-
tion between the heat source and the food that is being reheated. Since
cooking is not normally done at a distance, e.g by putting food on top
of a pot on the fire, doing so does not seem like cooking, and is thus
permitted.’ For example, it is forbidden to put your Challah rolls in the
oven to warm up because it looks like you're cooking them right then
and there. However, it is permitted to put them on top of the hot water
urn, because that is not the normal way of baking bread.

Shema Yechateh

Shema Yechateh is the prohibition of having food in a place that might
cause you to stoke the coals or otherwise turn up the heat, violating the
separate prohibition of creating a fire. Although the food cooking may
not be a problem in this situation, it is still forbidden to put it on or very
near a flame or heat source that has the ability to be made hotter. This
includes stove tops, Crock-Pots, and some electric griddles.

In order to avoid this prohibition, the coals have to be covered or
removed from the oven, or a clear reminder has to be put in place that
would prevent a person from accidentally adjusting the temperature.
Alternatively, the food can be placed at such a distance from the flame,
that the distance itself serves as a reminder. For example, it is forbidden
to heat up your green beans right next to the flame on your gas oven,
because you might raise the flame to heat them up faster. However, you
are allowed to put them on top of the cholent pot, because the pot in
between serves as a reminder not to raise the temperature.

3. Obviously, in a scenario where actual cooking is not at issue.
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Heating up Food on
Shabbos

By Rabbis Zalman Denburg and Nissen Pewzner, members of
the Kollel

Introduction

The Torah forbids cooking on Shabbos, based on the activity of boiling
the plants and herbs for dye that was part of the building of the Mishkan.
This melacha includes transforming food into an edible state through
heat. However, what if the food in question is already cooked? Does
reheating it constitute cooking?

In the following article, we will discuss which foods, which methods,
and in which situations it is permitted and forbidden to heat up food
on Shabbos.

General Requirements

The first factor is whether or not the food is fully cooked. If it’s not,
then it certainly cannot be placed anywhere that it could reach the heat
of Yad Soledes Bo ', as that would be straight-up, actual cooking, as
forbidden by Torah. In order for that not to be a concern, the food has
to be totally, 100% fully cooked, ready to be eaten.?

In addition, whenever we say that it is permitted to heat up food on
Shabbos without worry of violating the Biblical prohibition of cooking,
we still have to concern ourselves with two Rabbinical prohibitions,
namely Nireh Kimivashel and Shema Yechateh, as follows:

1. Around 110° Fahrenheit or 45° Celsius.

2. Although a food that is partially cooked to the level of Ma’achal Ben Drusai (halfway or a third
of the way cooked) is allowed to be kept on the fire from before Shabbos to continue cooking on
Shabbos itself, such a dish is not allowed to be placed (or replaced) on a fire on Shabbos.
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still has the power to cook. They bring proof to this from the Gemara
which discusses the concept of ambati'’, which is a kli which was used
in a bathhouse. The gemara says that the water in this kli is so hot, that
even though it's a Kli Sheni, it still cooks like a Kli Rishon. Therefore,
by a Kli Sheni that is at the level where your hand would get burnt, you
would need to wait for the heat to go down until it no longer burns your
hand by touch'.

Reb Moshe Feinstein was asked if we need to worry about the tem-
perature of the water where the hand gets burned from it. Reb Moshe
replied that it is not necessary to delve into the matter because we only
use a Kli Shlishi (although he himself is of the opinion that there are
many things that are considered spices such as coffee' and maybe even
tea, he holds there is a blanket rule that we don't put anything into a Kli
Sheni because there are many Poskim that are machmir ) and in a Kli
Shlishi there's no need to worry about the heat of the item even if it can
burn your hand®.

In practice there are three opinions of how tea should be made on
Shabbos.

According to the Tzemach Tzedek, a tea can be made in a Kli Sheni
as long as it's not too hot.

(However this is not the minhag even in communities that follow the
Tzemach Tzedek).

According to Reb Moshe Feinstein, a tea can be made in a Kli Shlishi.
(This seems to be the accepted minhag).

According to the Mishna Berura a tea bag should not be used if it was
not cooked previously, even into a Kli Shlishi. Only tea essence should
be used and it can be added to a Kli Sheni*'.

17. Shabbos 42a.

18. Chayei Adam-Shaar Mitzvas Ha’aretz chapter 2.

19. Igros Moshe siman 74 seif 18.

20. Igros Moshe siman 74 seif 4.

21. See Mishna Berura siman 318 seif katan 39 for the exact method.
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Only liquids and spice can be added to a Kli Sheni.

Now, with regards to a Kli Shlishi, according to some it's the same as
a Kli Sheni and according to others you can add any food into it.

When it comes to making tea the first question we must ask is whether
tea is considered a spice or not. If tea is considered a spice then it can be
added to a Kli Sheni.

It's clear according to the Mishna Berura that tea is not a spice by the
fact that he says its prohibited to put in a Kli Sheni®.

(Why is tea not considered a spice? Some explain that the reason we
are not worried about spices in general in a Kli Sheni is because it does
not look like you are cooking rather you are just flavoring the dish. When
it comes to a tea, the tea is the dish itself so it looks like cooking'*).

The Tzemach Tzedek says that tea is considered a spice."

(This is explained in that the definition of a spice is anything that you
don't eat alone. Rather you use it to flavor something else and tea fits into
this category pretty nicely's. We can also explain that people don't think
you are cooking when they see you making tea. Hence, the terminology
“making a tea” and not “cooking a tea”. Another reason for a spice being
allowed to be added to a Kli Sheni is because the dish does not need to
be hot to flavor it with spices. Accordingly, there is no real cooking with
regards to the spices. Similarly, we find by tea that if tea is soaked for a
period of time in cold water you would also get the same flavor).

Now if we follow the Tzemach Tzedek seemingly you can make tea
in a Kli Sheni.

However, some authorities say that the allowance to use a Kli Sheni
with spices is only when the contents are just Yad Soledes. But, when the
Kli is extremely hot, at a level where your hand would get burnt, the food

13. Mishna Brura siman 318 seif katan 39.

14. Ginas Vradim klal 3 siman 2 (speaking there about coffee but presumably the same concept
applies to tea)

15. Tzemach Tzedek-chiddushim on shas page 41

16. See Shabbos Kihalacha perek 1 seif 24
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Basically, in a Kli Shlishi the concern is with regard to the hot tem-
perature of the contents of the Kli and not the situation of the Kli. As we
can see from the fact that a Kli Sheni was never actually on the fire. So,
in essence there shouldn't be a difference between a Kli Sheni and any
other Kli level, even a fourth or fifth Kli. It should only depend on the
heat of the contents in the Kli. As a result of the heat, does it cause the
hand to recoil or not?

According to this opinion we just have to wait until whichever Kli it
may be cools off and is no longer in the category of Yad Soledes'"".

However, according to other authorities a Kli Shlishi is allowed be-
cause when the sage's stated their concerns about a Kli Sheni it's specif-
ic about a Kli Sheni only. We don't find in the Talmud, almost all the
rishonim, and the major Jewish law authorities any problem with a Kli
Shlishi . Therefore there are those who say that is no concept of bishul
by a Kli Shlishi'.

We are only concerned about a Kli Sheni due to the usual level of heat
at that point. The level of heat in a Kli Sheni looks like cooking or cooks
"easily cooked food". This would not apply to a Kli Shlishi since it does
not usually have that level of heat. Furthermore, this is true even if we
see something that seems to be cooked in a Kli Shlishi, it is still allowed
(maybe we can say this is now analogous to cooking in the sun which is
permitted even though the food is actually getting cooked because it's
an unusual way of cooking).

Summarily, nothing can be added to a Kli Rishon.

10. Yeraim there, ba’h siman 318 seif 7, this seems to be also the opinion of the Mishna Berura
as he does not bring this heter in s’k 39 here he speaks about making a tea, and the fact that he
mentions it in s’k 47 its because there is a separate reason to be lenient.

11. Interestingly enough, the Bais Yosef (orach chaim siman 318 seif 5) brings down the Smag
as quoting the Yeraim that its assur in regards to Kli Sheni, and doesn't say anything about Kli
Shlishi. It seems that the Beis Yosef didn't have the actual Yeraim in front of him, only the quote
from the Smag, who didnt quote the Yeraim in full, and therefore thought that the opinion of the
Yeraim was that Kli Shlishi was permitted.

12. Pri Megadim siman 318 seif katan 16-17, Magen Avraham siman 447 seif katan 9, Shulchan
Aruch Harav siman 451 seif katan 34.
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to cook something. Also, due to the heat of the walls of the Kli Rishon
the length of time the Kli Rishon will be hot also enables the cooking
process®.

However, once we transfer or pour the contents of the Kli Rishon into a
Kli Sheni the Halachic debate begins. The Talmud states’ that "a Kli Sheni
does not cook". This rule is learned from two sources. Firstly, a story in
the Talmud where a sage heated up oil in a Kli Sheni. Secondly, from a
Mishnah which teaches that it is permitted to place spices in a Kli Sheni®.

The Poskim accept the interpretation of the Rishonim who say that the
Talmud is only allowing liquids and spices to be placed into a Kli Sheni.
However, all other foods are not allowed to be placed in a Kli Sheni for
one of two reasons. The first reason goes according to the opinion of
Tosfos who states that although the Talmud says that a Kli Sheni doesn't
cook, the Sages made a decree because it looks like cooking. However,
with regards to spices and liquid they don't look like cooking because
you are just flavoring the dish’.

The second reason follows the opinion of the Yeraim as explained by
the Tur® who learns that although the Talmud states a “Kli Sheni does
not cook"” that's only generally speaking. However, there are food items
that cook very fast and very easily and would be cooked even in a Kli
Sheni, besides for liquids and spices that the Talmud tells us explicitly
don't cook in a Kli Sheni’. So, we must be careful about all other food
items as they might be included in this category of food items that can
cook very fast and very easily.

Now, as we take the next step and transfer or pour the contents from a
Kli Sheni into a Kli Shlishi do we still have the same worries with regards
to all food items, besides for liquids and spices? Some poskim state that
the same worries in a Kli Sheni apply to a Kli Shlishi as well.

Tosfos 40b d”h veshama.

Shabbos daf 40b.

Shabbos daf 42a.

Tosfos 39a d”h kol.

Tur orach chaim siman 318 seif 5.

0 ® NS

Yeraim siman 274.
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Making Tea On Shabbos

By Rabbis Chaim Barouch Bar-chaim and Akiva Tyberg,
members of the Kollel

Cooking is usually done directly on the fire. this article will discuss
other ways of cooking which can still be problematic on shabbos.

What's considered cooking on shabbos?

The process of making tea involves creating a change in a substance
through heat. This process seems to belong in the category of cooking
which is not allowed on Shabbos'.

However, it's not so simple that changing something through heat
on Shabbos is considered cooking. As we see with regards to cooking
something in the sun. The process of cooking in the sun is actually per-
mitted. Rashi explains that since cooking in the sun is unusual it is not
considered cooking with regards to Shabbos’.

So now we need to redefine the melacha of Bishul to mean "causing a
change through heat from a fire". Furthermore, the Sages teach us that
anything heated through a fire is also considered fire and therefore would
be considered cooking with fire in regards to Shabbos.

Therefore, a pot that is heated directly from a fire is called a Kli Rishon.
Using a Kli Rishon to cook even when the Kli Rishon is off the fire is
considered cooking’.

Moreso, using a Kli Rishon off the fire to cook is not unusual so it is
still considered cooking on a Biblical level. The reason is given that since
the normal level of heat in a Kli Rishon even off the fire is hot enough

1. Shabbos daf 74b.
2. Shabbos daf 39a, rashi d”h deshari.
3. Shabbos daf 42a.
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It takes a deeper understanding within our Torah. You break with your
previous negativity to a new way of thinking, thinking Pnimiyus, seeing

the inner meaning of what we are experiencing.

The end of Gittin is all about how notwithstanding the fall, you have
the power to rebuild. The empathy of the Mizbe’ach empowers you.

Nisyonos

When Avraham Avinu was heading towards the Akeda, he saw a River
blocking him. He knew that River was never there before and he under-
stood it was a ploy of the Yetzer Hara. So he jumped in with mesirus
nefesh. He was willing to put himself on the line. And when the water
reached his nostrils and he was about to drown, the River disappeared.

Every Nisayon is like that, it is actually non-existent. The very word
“Nisayon” which we translate as “challenge”, also means “elevation”.
Nisyonos are only there to elevate us and make us better and when we
approach them with mesirus nefesh, ready to overcome all challenges,
they disappear.

The greatest Nisayon, Get, is only there to make you a better person,
greater than ever before. Aslong as you are ready to completely disregard
it and only feel the love of the Shechina being sent your way

It’s not easy but the end of Gittin leaves you with a realization that you
have the strength and resilience inside you.
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Elisha Ben Avuya, otherwise known as Acher, was asked by Rabi
Meir to do Teshuva. He said, I can’t. I heard 73107 *nxn, in the Highest
Heavenly chambers a voice proclaim: anxn yIn ovanw o33 127w. Anyone
can do Teshuva, except Acher.

But Acher should not have listened to the Heavenly voice, and should
have done teshuva anyway. Because the purpose of a Get is not to divorce
you but rather to build a new you.

Tzaddikim doing Teshuva

Hashem is Unlimited. But the default relationship of Jews with Hashem
is limited too. We don’t experience the intensity of the yearning for G-d.
The Get forces the divorcee into a new way of thinking. Since Hashem
is Unlimited the commitment to Him is renewed. Moshiach will get
Tzaddikim to do teshuva too, when they realize that G-d is truly unlim-
ited, and all avoda is lacking (xvrn) compared with the DIvine. The Get
leads us to this new level of connection, Teshuva

Spicing up your life

When we allow circumstances in life to dictate how we feel and live
a reactive life, then we can are thrown into darkness. A Get is a divorce
and we feel defeated.

But whilst the halacha follows Beis Hillel that "°wan arpn, burned
food, is grounds for divorce, there are those who know how to spice up
and transform burned food into a delicacy.

2pban mmin 1% °nx12 7"7y *nk1a. Hashem says-I created the Yetzer hara
and I created the Torah as a spice for it. This is the spice in 12wan ampm,
Torah can spice up the burned food. Through shifting our perspective
and appreciating the love in EVERY mitzvah of Torah, in the Mitzvah
of Gittin too, we discover that we are not being divorced, we are being
sent into a new and improved relationship

25. Hpwrrp:
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your sins you have been sold and because of your iniquities your mother
was sent away.

And yet, Bnei Yisroel complain-if Hashem divorced us how come
He still has demands of us? After all, when a husband divorces his wife
he can’t demand anything of her. Yet Hashem insists on us following his
Torah even after He “divorced” us at the Churban.

Hashem responds and this is the beginning of that Possuk: you are
under a mistaken impression. I didn't divorce you. 950 n7 >} ' K 113
1% TDONR *N75M WK W M IR PANSW WK DOAR DN,

The divorce is not a divorce. Proof is that the Mizbe'ach keeps weeping.
Even in the second Bais Hamikdash when the Shechina was not manifest,
the Mizbe'ach was functioning with its Korbanos and it was removing
decrees unconditionally, BEFORE the averos were atoned for

Even later in Golus, after the destruction of the Second Bais Hamikdash
there is still a spiritual Mizbe'ach in Heaven and Eliyahu is offering
Korbanos on it, because. G-d is always there with you. So Hashem keeps
demanding because you only appear to have been divorced. A Jew in
fact never was divorced. He is always bound to Hashem. The Mizbe'ach
weeps to empathize with you so that you keep searching for the bond
even when it appears you have lost it

Baal Teshuva vs Tzaddik

First Marriage (Kiddushin) is the avoda of tzaddikim; Divorce, Gittin,
is the avoda of Baalei Teshuva. The Tzaddik is n%p3a 1131 nwy mws nwx ,a
kosher woman fulfils the will of her husband, a Yid is married to Hashem
and fulfils his wishes. But the marriage is limited.

The essence of the Baal Teshuva is his ability to break through all barri-
ers, even holy limitations. X¥n yin nwy 2"nya 7% mrow in 93, Whatever the
Master tells you to do you listen because he is the Baalebos. But if he or-
ders you to leave, you need not listen. Even if G-d Himself, the Ultimate
Baalebos, tells you to leave, meaning that you cannot do Teshuva, do not
listen to Him. Understand that the purpose of the Get is not to divorce
but rather to create a marriage better than ever, by shattering all barriers.
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The 12 stones

Eliyahu took 12 stones to build the nam. Again the significance of the
number 12. Even though only 10 tribes were involved in idolatry, none-
theless he needed 12 Stones, representing all 12 tribes. Because all Jews
are one entity. And to fix the relationship means to go down to the core
of what it means to be a Jew. Hashem never leaves you. You are never
alone. All Jews are one.

Rabbi Akiva’s decision at that critical moment

Get empowers a person who lost everything, to feel the love of Hashem
despite all odds. This calls to mind the story of someone who rebuilt after
he lost everything, because of his incredible mindset.

Rabbi Akiva had 24,000 students. This is a staggering number and
would have made him the greatest teacher of all time. Then in one period
of Sefiras Haomer he lost all his students in a plague. He was left with
nothing. Rather than give up, Rabbi Akiva knew that there is no such
thing as divorce. The Get is merely an opportunity for a bigger and better
product. So you rebuild. But he only had five students.

You can imagine how upsetting this could be, going from 24000 to 5.

But Rabbi Akiva knew the secret and felt the power of the nam empa-
thizing with him and believing in him. So he invested everything he had
which was previously spread over 24,000 students, into 5 select students.
Those five became the greatest leaders of all time, the greatest sages of the
mishna and Zohar including Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. Together with
them, he founded the oral Torah

Such is the doubled and redoubled Power of the Get and what it can
lead to

THe Divorce Decree of Golus

At the churban Bais Hamikdash Bnei Yisroel were under the impres-
sion that Hashem divorced them. The Prophet Yeshayahu expresses this
sentiment in his words?*: 0anx An5w 0>Ywn31 DNYOMI D> NINY2 37. Due to

24. R Imyw
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rekindle the marriage. The renewed marriage turned out to be better
than ever

Whereas at Matan Torah the Midrash* tells us all the mountains want-
ed Torah to be given on them. Mount Karmel and Mount Tavor were
begging for Torah to be given on them because they were taller. 1730 n®
Bpoma3 0 Hashem demanded, 1naws oophx 7nn 9am. [ don't want those
tall mountains which represent ego. I want the humble Mountain that is
Mount Sinai. Hashem then gave the Torah to the Jewish people and said
P78 71 >238. This was the first marriage

But then came the divorce at the Golden Calves, and we needed to
build a new relationship. Because someone, the mam, believed in them all
along, Eliyahu was able to oy °n mam nx 807 The new marriage was
consummated on none other than Mount Carmel, the mountain that
G-d initially deemed impossible to marry on. Because this new marriage
could conquer even the tall egotistical mountain of Carmel. It had double
the strength of the first marriage. Hence the entire Jewish people uttered
a doubled commitment-o*pox7 X1 71 .0pHRA RIT .

Because after the divorce you cannot have a simple relationship like
you did the first time. It has to be twice as great. 1n5m3 521 2py», we are
bound to Hashem with a rope. Just like a rope that has been cut, needs
a knot meaning a double rope to reconnect, so to the Jewish people
experience that double relationship with Hashem

Actually a similar event happened also on the other Mountain under
discussion, Mount Tavor. There, Devorah sang her special song and led
the entire Jewish people in praising Hashem after they had done Teshuva
and reconnected and experienced the great defeat of the mighty General
Sisera. In her song she says mwx "8 .17 *238. Again the double »x,
twice the intensity of the first marriage at Mount Sinai. Because in this
marriage even those mountains that were left out experienced the new
relationship.

22. "BIDIA R, DVOW
23. noohan
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The Get says—break with your previous existence. Begin anew! For all
the positive elements that stem from being a new person.

Eliyahu on Mount Carmel

The same idea can be applied to the relationship between Hashem and
the Jewish people. The wedding day was Matan Torah on Mount Sinai.
G-d said I am marrying you and we are now one. Unfortunately within
40 days the Jewish people sinned with the Golden Calf. They broke the
marriage and initiated a divorce. The sin of the Golden Calf was repeated
generations later with two more infamous Golden Calves placed by the
first King of the split Kingdom of Israel Yerovam Ben Nevat®. After he
split from the King of Yehuda, Rechavam, Yerovam was concerned that
the people would gravitate back to the authentic King of Yehuda when
they worshipped in the Bais Hamikdash. So he placed Golden Calves to
replace the worship of G-d and prevented the people from traveling to
the Bais Hamikdash and offering Korbanos on the Mizbe'ach. For the
most part the ten tribes of the Kingdom of Israel thus worshipped idols.
The marriage of Matan Torah appeared to have been dissolved.

Generations later Eliyahu haNavi challenged 400 prophets of the Baal
to a duel on Mount Carmel. The prophets of the Baal prayed unsuccess-
tully that the idol answer them and that a fire should consume their
sacrifice. Nothing happened. And then Eliyahu built an altar, he rebuilt
the nam. Although it was not in the Bais Hamikdash, he allowed this Alter
to represent the authentic nam. Eliyahu repaired the relationship between
Jews and Hashem. 2'o1mn i nam nx X077, He cured the Mizbe'ach. The
imagery is significant in light of the Mizbe’ach at the end of Masechta
Gittin.

The Mizbe'ach is the one who had been shedding tears ever since
the divorce took place between Hashem and the Jewish people. The
Mizbe'ach would not allow us to think it was a true break and a true
divorce. He kept on believing in the relationship. Eliyahu was able to

20. 19 .2°R-000n
21. 5,1 R-D90n
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If it's not possible to go back to your previous marriage and previous
situation in life, then look forward and begin anew. No doubt it will re-
quire deep introspection and finding strength and resilience you never
knew existed but you have the power

There are two types of documents in Halacha. One is a ovp qvw a doc-
ument that creates the transaction and the other is 9172 70w, a document
to prove the transaction. Get Has both elements. It is the transaction.
When you give the document you are divorced. And then afterwards it
serves as the proof that the divorce took place.

Torah too Serves both purposes. On one hand 77102 X9% 7R NNMR PR
1, as Rav Sadya Gaon says"”. Our nation is a nation because of the Torah.
This is what made us. And also, Torah is the document that separates us
from the rest of the world.

Likewise, the Get is a Mitzvah of Torah and a document. It makes
you a divorced person, you are no longer bound to the marriage and
responsibility. In addition to serving as proof. This process makes you
a new person, in the positive sense, you have powers you never knew
existed, you are special.

The 12 lines of the Get

The numerical value of vais 12. A Get must be written in 12 lines. No
more and no less. This number is significant. It is the number of lines
separating between the 5 Chumashim in Torah'. At the conclusion of
each Chumash in the Torah there are 4 blank lines. The last Chumash,
Devorim, is not counted because it repeats the Torah".

Just as in Torah, when you feel lost, you know you are not done with
Torah, those blanks are merely breaks leading you to the next Chumash;
So too Get is not cutting you off, it is a brand new growth within the
Torah. You are never out, always within the framework of Torah

17. "D W5W 9nR1 MYT DIINR
18. LY W™ LI R 1"
19. oW PINs’
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Divorce vs Get
This leads us to view the Get in a brilliant dazzling new light. The Get
does not represent the fight. In fact it is precisely the opposite.

Why do we need a Get anyway? When a gentile gets divorced the
halachic procedure is simply for the spouses to part ways. So long as they
live together as a married couple it is regarded as adultery to compromise
that marriage. But once they decide to leave and actually carry that out,
they are no longer married.

But for Jews the process is different. Even after the couple separates,
the Get is a document that must be signed and handed over. The Get
is actually the love that comes after the fight. Through deep meditation
and contemplation we come to understand what the Get truly means
and how it is designed to empower you.

Get is one of the 613 mitzvahs of the Torah. mn12°n3 531 oY1 °>77 1577
om15w. The ways of Torah are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are
peace. Every single mitzvah in Torah must by its very definition represent
peace and pleasantness, even the Mitzvah of Get.

What could possibly be the peace and pleasantness and love trans-
mitted through the Get?

In Torah the possuk of Get is '*nnomy k¥, Torah says the divorce nxx»
leads to nn>m, to a new and improved marriage. Rather than see yourself
as caught in an impossible position because you underwent a divorce,
the Get sends a message of love to you. It says: yes you can. You are now
fulfilling a Mitzvah of Torah which is all love. Most people don't get
to fulfill the mitzvah. You are unique. When you see it in this light you
realize that it is an opportunity for a new and improved marriage.

If halacha and circumstances permit you to go back to the previous
marriage i.e. you are not a Cohen and she didn't get married to anybody
else, then go back and produce a better marriage than ever before, be-
cause you have become a different person.

15. P 3hwn
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he removes decrees mm. Then he gives sustenance pm. Then he endears
the Jew upon G-d 2ann. And only then does he atone for sins 193n.

The nam Fights for the relationship. He will never let it go. We call this
unconditional love.

It is no wonder then that the nam is the one who is crying. He would
never give up on the relationship. He wonders, how come you were not
able to follow my lead? Why did you get divorced?

On the one hand this is a condemning comment. It makes the person
feel worse for not having been able to endure. Because even when it's
burdensome you're not supposed to look at the difficulties. You're sup-
posed to have unconditional love. That is the message of the nam

Still, when the nam weeps with you, he is actually sending a much
deeper message. He's not judging you, he's actually crying with you. He
is not crying for what happened but rather empowering you for what
could and should happen going forward

The perspective of the namn is that you CAN overcome anything.
Indeed, maybe you should have stuck it out. but now that you got di-
vorced, it must be a GOOD THING

How does the shift happen? The positive elements in get

So the mam is this entity that believes in unconditional love for a Jew.
And the nam cries. What he is doing is empathizing with you. He is not
being judgmental, he is weeping WITH you. This is a powerful combi-
nation. The nam who represents the ultimate love and perseverance is
empathizing with the person who could not persevere and went through
with divorce, and might feel his world has fallen apart. The nam is em-
powering them to overcome and push forward. Meaning even if the mam
implies: I would never have done this. I would never have got divorced
because I believe you should endure no matter what, still it is NEVER
OVER. You have the power. You can persevere. Just like I remove the
decrees and sustain the Jew, and endear him to G-d. And only then do
I remove the sins. So too you. Yes you can.

This empathy itself, is what empowers a person
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Masechta Gittin. That opening Mishnah is not random, it is the reason
that leads to the Get in the first place.

If the distance from Eretz Yisroel, from being G-dly is what led to the
Get, then it follows that if we get realizinged with the Divine, with Eretz
Yisroel, we can undo the effects of the Get.

Why is the Mizbeach crying

You got divorced, so now what? Everyone understands you and that
the marriage was too difficult, nobody judges you. If you give up now
and fall into a state of misery you would be excused for it. Nobody cries,
because everyone understands.

But there is one entity that weeps nonetheless—the Mizbe'ach. Even
after legitimate grounds for divorce, when you give that Get and divorce
your wife, the Mizbeach sheds tears.

Because the Mizbeach Has a unique perspective.

The Gemara in Kesubos'* discusses the avoda of the Mizbe’ach, the
heart of the Bais Hamikdash, the place where all the Korbanos were
offered, the place where man atoned before G-d. The Gemara describes
how we learn the process of what the nam was doing from similarities to
the actual word “nam”. There are 4 steps to what the nmam accomplishes.
And they are in a specific order. 995n 2311 71 . Removes, sustains,

endears, atones.

The Gemara then objects—aren't removing (mm) and atoning (795n)
the same thing? Doesn't removing mean to remove sins? Which is the
same as atonement?

Answers the Gemara: mn here means to remove decrees.

And this leads us to a fascinating perspective. The nam remove de-
crees first. Even before he removes and atones for the sins. This is why
the Gemara initially understood that he should first remove the sins.
Because it makes more sense. Yet the nam does not operate this way. First

14. 7V Mano:
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between You and your mission. Your soul has a Divine Purpose, to work
with the body to bring holy ideas down to earth. When the situation
is too difficult (the metaphor of burning the food), the soul wants to
leave and transfer to a different mission. Hillel permits dissolution of
the marriage.

R Akiva takes it a step further. Precisely BECAUSE he loves his fellow
Jew. He truly appreciates and understands human flaws and that even
trivial things can make life unbearable. So even if you simply feel that
another mission would be more desirable, if that is real to you, you can
leave your current marriage and find a different one.

Halacha follows Hillel. We are not too stringent and not too lenient.
Still it is proper for a person to push oneself to stay in the marriage no
matter what just like Shamai. And yet in regards to other people one
should relate to them with compassion and understanding, like Rabbi
Akiva not to judge other people who couldn't take it and dropped their
marriages—-because there are halachic grounds for it.

The Get that came from Overseas

It behooves us though to come to an understanding of how we got
to the point that a charming marriage of 7mom &3 195 ended up falling
apart. For then we will be poised to identify the root cause and attempt
to change ourselves.

The question is: why did the marriage fail? How did we arrive at this
position in the first place? Where did we go wrong?

This is the first question in Gittin and the subject of the opening
Mishnah-Why do Gittin come about.

The answer is 01 P3N v &2anA. The Get came from overseas, outside
of the Holy Land.

If a person lives in the Holy Land, in Eretz Yisroel, in a state of close-
ness to Hashem, then the Get would never have happened. It only
happened because you traveled out of Eretz Yisroel. We allowed world
matters to affect us. If Hashem is real to you you never fall in the first
place. When Hashem becomes distant to us that’s when we fall. Enter
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challenges and find the Divine spark in them. You are married to your
mission. It is your identity, it is who you are.

But life can get really difficult and sometimes you may be inclined to
give up on this marriage. The question is at what point are you allowed
to throw in the towel and to say: this mission is too difficult for me, this
marriage needs to be dissolved.

True, humans are often ready to give in too early, they are not ready
to stay the course and fight through the difficulties. So they give in.
Sometimes the reason they give may be legitimate, a hardship that is too
difficult to endure. But sometimes the underlying reason may be trivial,
yet it to them it is absolutely real and impossible.

The question at hand is when is it legitimate to say: I have had enough.
When can you say the challenges are too much so that you can drop
your marriage?

The same dilemma applies to the marriage of a man and woman. At
the outset, at the wedding, we dreamed, intended and hoped for 1 n>.
We had hoped to have happy, successful relationships, but alas it doesn't
always work out and we must be practical. On the one hand we prefer
to try and keep this marriage and relationship going no matter what, to
stay married, to stay the course and not give up so easily. At the same
time we recognize human fallibility and understand the real possibility
that the marriage and the union are too difficult.

Here lies the debate of Beis Shamai, Beis Hillel and R Akiva. Shamai is
stringent. He says people should never be allowed to leave the marriage
and their circumstances in life, unless there has been infidelity and it is
literally impossible to stay together. Hillel is lenient. He holds that if the
food was burned and the husband feels he cannot stay with his wife, even
though his reasoning may be absolutely ludicrous, but if in his mind it
is real, we cannot judge him.

Hillel's example of burning the food actually has spiritual meaning too.
Just as in a marriage it is the husband's job to bring wheat, whereas the
wife's task is to transform the wheat into bread; so too in the marriage
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Maharsha'? explains that the Mizbe'ach is upset because it lost
Korbanos-because married couples have children, and that means the
woman must offer Childbirth Korbanos. The Mizbe'ach weeps for the
loss of those Korbanos.

But this doesn't make sense because there are always other kor-
banos that will be offered instead, known as namn y>p. The rule is'® we
NEVER leave the Mizbe'ach without Korbanos. We offer other Korbanos,
M2 0™, donations of Korbanos. In fact the Mizbe'ach ought to be
HAPPIER with these Korbanos, since they are bought with community
funds, from the half-shekel which belongs to all Jewish people, unlike
Childbirth Korbanos tha belong to individuals. So the Mizbe'ach gains.

The question remains therefore, why is the Mizbe'ach weeping?

Also, clearly shedding tears implies the Mizbe’ach is distraught. But
isn't giving a Get one of the 613 mitzvahs which must be good?

Finally, how is this an appropriate ending to Masechta Gittin? About
how to NEVER get divorced?

Understanding the reality of the human condition

Let us begin with an insight into the three-way argument above-in
context of the argument. Not as when you may get divorced. Rather the
argument is when do we recognize that the situation is untenable. It
doesn't matter if the feeling of the person is right or wrong. What mat-
ters is the fact that the person feels that this marriage is over. What does
Torah recognize as a valid reason for giving up?

Let’s zoom out to understand better. The marriage of a man and a
woman is also a metaphor for another marriage that takes place between
You and your mission in life. You are married to your mission and cir-
cumstances, to your lot in life. Each one of us is sent on a mission by
Hashem to make your corner of the world a holy place. It is to overcome
all your difficulties and circumstances, to work through your unique

12. 33 P70 3R
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Shamai says tell it like it is. Don't sugarcoat anything. If she is lame or
blind, say so, it is good to be aware of the situation and appraise it like
it is. On the other hand, Hillel Says the kallah is always graceful nxy n%3
nom. Shamai sees the deficiencies. Hillel conceals them.

Like the story of the Gentile who came to convert and asked to be
taught the entire Torah while standing on one foot'’. Shamai sent the
Gentile flying for his insolence. Yet Hillel was accepting and loving.

It should follow that according to Hillel you should stay married to
your graceful kallah no matter what difficulties arise. Yet Hillel says you
can divorce for any triviality, like burned food. Shamai who holds you
tell it like it is should say that you can get divorced if you need to. Yet he
says you should never divorce other than as a last resort.

So why is Hillel so easy on allowing divorce and the dissolution of
marriages. And why is Shamai fighting to preserve marriage and avoid
fighting?

Then there is Rabbi Akiva. He holds elsewhere that to love your fellow
Jew is a great principle in Torah. 595 ar IR X2°pY 237 .75 7% naxt
72 5173, So how could he allow the dissolution of a marriage because
he simply found someone else more charming in his eyes!?

The Weeping Mizbe'ach

The last piece of Gemara (on this Mishnah) of Masechta Gittin is 7y
mynT ¥HY TN mam 1R ANWRY WK want 55 wyor M. This is a point
we must understand as mentioned earlier. Why is it specifically the
Mizbe'ach who weeps?
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When do you give a Get?
Analyzing that Mishnah, about when to give a Get, carefully, leads us
to another question.

It's a 3-way argument. When are you allowed to give a Get? Beis
Shamai say you only give a Get in case of infidelity, when Halacha for-
bids the couple to remain together. Beis Hillel say you can divorce even
if she burned your food. R Akiva says you can divorce even if you found
someone else more charming.

All three seem to hold the opposite of what they say everywhere else
in Shas-Beis Shamai is usually stringent. Beis Hillel is usually lenient.

Indeed, in a way, it seems they are consistent here with their opinions
in the rest of Sha’s, in that Shamai is stringent and does not allow divorce
except in extenuating circumstances. On the other hand Hillel is lenient
to allow divorce even if the food was burned.

But in fact the opposite is true. Beis Shamai are actually being lenient
whereas Beis Hillel are being stringent. Beis Shamai believe in preserving
marriage no matter what. That is real chessed, they want kindness and
love to prevail. Conversely, Beis Hillel are allowing the dissolution of the
marriage without fighting hard for it. that is severity

What compounds the question is that Shamai and Hillel have another
argument about marriage itself~-where Shamai is indeed more exacting
and Hillel lenient. The discussion is, %1957 *19% P1p7n 7%°32 How do you
dance before a bride?
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because he is used to sacrifices, and when you get divorced you sacrifice
your children so to speak....

This Gemara seems to reinforce the feeling of despair associated with
Gittin.

But nothing could be further from the truth.

In this essay we will endeavor to gain a true and deep understanding of
the soul of the Mitzvah of Get, a Mitzvah of the 613 Mitzvahs of Torah,
every single one of which is all love and peace. This Mitzvah indeed
serves as the ultimate paradox, because whilst it is a supreme document
of love, yet it can only be performed in context of a war between people.
When we understand what the Get actually is we will see how it empow-
ers us with deep love to experience the beauty and love of Torah in the
least expected place.

As a disclaimer, I do not purport to have any true understanding of
the struggle of those affected by divorce, but we will merely study the
Sugya as it appears in Sha’s and allow the Torah to penetrate us IYH.

Let us take a deep dive into the Sugya of Masechta Gittin?

The strange introduction of Masechta Gittin

The opening Mishnah of Masechta Gittin is* 773 o7 n»70n 0 ®2a07
0N °3931 3023 °102 Rw. If someone brings a Get from overseas he must
declare that it was written and signed in front of him.

That seems like such a random scenario to introduce the Masechta
with? After all, if we don't yet know anything about Gittin. Why not begin
at the beginning? First introduce what is a get, when you give it and why.
Why begin with a rare case of a shliach who brings a Get from overseas,
when we don't even know what is a Get in the first place?!

Indeed there is a Mishnah about when you give a Get. But this Mishnah
appears all the way at the end, it is the final mishnah of Gittin*!
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A New Perspective at the
Mitzvah of Gittin and Life
After Divorce

By Rabbi Yoseph Vigler Shlit’a Rav of Mayan Yisroel

One of the most difficult sugyos in Sha’s is Gittin—-not so much in
the learning as much as in the life experience, in the emotional turmoil
that accompanies divorce-for the spouses, for the children and for the
whole family. Divorce and life after divorce are by and large unpleasant,
and can be filled with despair and loneliness. Because Jewish life is built
around the nucleus of family, divorce compounds the upheaval in one’s
entire experience of Judaism.

Even in the best of cases, divorce means dreams shattered and aspi-
rations crushed.

Almost as if to add insult to injury the Gemara at the conclusion of
Masechta Gittin describes how the Mizbe'ach sheds tears when a person
divorces his first wife.

ImynT PhY TN [210 19K AWK INWR WA 50 YRR 7 K.

This Gemara in particular is what we aim to explain in this essay. One
child of divorce, now an adult, shared with me how he spent many years
attempting to bring his parents together, all so that the Mizbe’ach should
not have to cry. In the end he gave up and concluded that hed rather let
the Mizbeach cry and he should have some peace....

The weeping Mizbeach seems to add shame to getting divorced. Some
even explain pshat that the reason the Mizbeach specifically is crying, is
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A 19th of Kislev story

came from another plant. Which came from another one. Which
came from the command of Hashem, “Let the earth bring forth
vegetation”! How different are they? Such a wonder! How could
they both come from the same place? How? They come from the
source of All

11
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Chazal state that the other holidays will be forgotten, except the mira-
cle of Purim. It seems counterintuitive though because one would think
that the miracles of leaving Egypt would be the ones remembered. Purim
is too minor, its miracles too natural. Thats the point though, the mi-
raculous enclosed in nature was the point of creation itself. The point of
creation is that the world should be illuminated with Hashem’s presence
in the mundane, not the spectacular.

Our celebration of the 19th of Kislev is the celebration of the
concealed miracles which led to the release of the Alter Rebbe. We
celebrate the further revelation of the Toras Hachassidus, whose
mission is to uncover the wondrous merging of the Divine reality
in the physical reality, to reveal the soul, so that it should shine
and animate our Yiddishkeit. Unfortunately sometimes even our
Mitzvos become like inanimate objects, the divine connection
which should make our mitzvos glow has dulled. When we learn
and meditate on the teachings of Chassidus, especially in the path
of the Alter Rebbe, our minds shake off the dust and our actions
and tefillos will shine again with their connection to Hashem.

This Maamar instructs us how to meditate on the creations
made with nnon, on the wondrous in creation and the greater
wonder of how they connect.

Consider any object. Let’s select an apple. Think about it. What
does it look like? What does it’s skin feel like? What does the flesh
feel like? What does it smell like? What does it taste like? Sit
with that. How did it grow? It came from a tree! It came from
a seed, which went into the ground, and grew for years! Which
came from another apple. Which came from another one. Which
came from the command of Hashem, “Let the earth bring forth
trees”! Now turn your attention to a strawberry. Think about it.
What does it look like? What does it’s skin feel like? What does
the flesh feel like? What does it smell like? What does it taste like?
How did it grow? It came from a strawberry plant! It came from
a seed, which went into the ground, and grew for years! Which
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powers of understanding. When we do a Mitzva, the lines between the
physical reality and the higher spirituality are blurred, the walls between
them broken. Our awareness rises and through this ascent, the essential
reality is revealed. However, without Hashem demonstrating the Nes
concept, the Mitzva concept would not work, as each physical object
seems to be an entity and reality separate and individual from the “first
cause of creation”. When we see the miraculous in the natural order, we
can see that there is a power higher than the natural order.

Prayer and the Miraculous

Within the laws of prayer, we start the Amida prayer immediately
having discussed the miraculous redemption from the land of Mitzraim
and a plea for our redemption. We say the Amida which contains the
phrase Boruch ata Hashem. Boruch means to draw from pools of water.
What are we drawing down? The understanding that the world is not a
detached physical reality unto itself. We draw down this understanding
to the world itself, that Hashem alone is reality. We take this idea and
then fashion it around “ata” you. That presence is present in all of what
seems like physical reality before us. This can only be accomplished if we
have the nes- awareness-that these reality rules can be broken to reveal
the true reality before us. Its entire purpose was to adorn reality to the
understanding and awareness that there is nothing but Him.

The Revealed over the Concealed

There are two categories of miracles. There are miracles in which the
rules of nature are broken openly, called revealed miracles and miracles
where it is not clear how the rules were broken, as they have natural
explanations in the laws of nature. They are called concealed miracles.
It would seem that a revealed miracle is better as it is visible to everyone.
Concealed miracles though are better because the revelation is specifi-
cally within the natural order. The sense of wonder is apparent through
nature, which was the initial mission of creation to begin with. Even
though Hashem could overturn nature, it still seems that there is a nat-
ural order which is separate from how He runs the world.
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Our sense of wonder is only after Hashem's creation, once there is a
physical world, yet even after there is a world, He is still unlimited. We
learn about this sense of wonder glimpsing at Hashem’s infinite power.
We are astounded how there are simply so many different creations and
how magnificent each one’s different properties are. However to Him,
all of creation is like nothing.

The Nations of the world would refer to Hashem as G-d of their gods.
They see Him as the source of the worlds, through Chochma, but not that
He is the wondrously present creator in all levels of reality, of boundary
and existence, only that all is nothing before Him. The purpose of cre-
ation is to unite the sense of wonder in every dimension and event, to
His Chochma. The world must seem like a world and at the same time
it is nothing before him. To unify both of these concepts is our mission
in the world.

Wonder above, and Wonder below

We can now understand what a miracle is. The word miracle o3 means
a flag which is “lifted above” What is “lifted above”? It is the power of
wonder, that we are witnessing something which is above our perception
of how the world works.

The miracles of the exodus from Mitzraim happened before the giving
of the Torah. This was necessary to demonstrate that even in the world
below, the unity of Hashem could shine above as it does below. We should
feel the greatest sense of wonder that in His essence, there is no one like
Him. Despite the intricacies of creation, He is still even more wondrous.

Through the Torah and Mitzvos, we perpetuate this wonder. It be-
comes one with the creation, so that the world is not an object unto itself.
Through the parchment of torah, tefillin, mezuzos, the wool of tzitzis and
the esrog, that have become in essence an expression of Hashem’s unity.
First it requires something which has an aspect of a oy miracle, so that it
can uplifted above the natural order.

How does this world not obscure Hashem at all? It only seems to be
its own independent entity. This is a wonder, above a person’s rational



A 19th of Kislev story 7

don’t then they will not. Each species has its own properties. However,
from the nman perspective, Hashem’s side, there is no difference. Not
between darkness nor light or between revelation and concealment of
His presence, great and small, it’s all the same!

How is it possible that there is such a difference and at the same time,
no difference at all? This is the highest sense of wonder that exists! It is
above our comprehension’s grasp, even our intuition. How can one hold
two opposing views?. How can King David reflect creation is made with
a unifying perspective, with nnan and with x%5, wonder as well?

Each thing is different and that is its nature and altogether we don’t
know why it should be like that, we only know that it is.

It would seem then that our sense of wonder, as it exceeds our un-
derstanding, is more powerful than the sense of nnon. However, at the
same time, it seems that the sense of nnan is stronger, as the wonder a
person experiences in the world could only be understood after the world
was created. The world was created with nnon a singular presence of the
Divine Mind. If so, how could there be such a variation of creations. This
discovery would elicit the power of wonder. Since there is no one but
Him, therefore the source of all of these things is Him.

Furthermore, how could you have these two opposites in the same
place? Consequently we are once again experiencing a sense of wonder.
However, without inon, there would be no way to perceive this wonder.

The Mayor and The Baron

We can understand this in terms of a parable. There are rulers of
small towns like Mayors, who are under the domain of a ruler of a small
city, like a Baron. These small town rulers bow to and are in awe of the
Baron. Neither one of these amounts to much though, when they stand
in the presence of a King. They are all the king's servants and there is
little distinction, as neither is the King and both are mere servants. The
difference between a Mayor and a Baron still pale in comparison to the
power of the king.
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Meditation on Asher Yatzar

One way that we can meditate on this concept is to focus on the con-
cept of wonder in our daily lives. We touch on this concept of wonder
several times a day, in a Bracha (blessing) upon attending to one's needs
known as Asher Yatzar, “You formed man with iinom and created within
him crevices and hollow vessels”. If one of them was blocked then man
could not stand before you. Blessed are you who heals all flesh and does
wonders (85) !

The blessing stresses the interplay between wonder and wisdom. Man
is created with wisdom. If there is any obstruction or lacking in the order
which was created through wisdom, man cannot stand. The order would
fall apart. However the Bracha concludes that the acts are all done won-
drously, meaning that one does not need to fully understand the system,
nor does it have to work rationally. Both of these statements are true.
This itself is also a wonder!

Wisdom and Wonder

There are two ways in which King David described Hashem’s creations.
In Tehillim (104:24) “How many are the things You have made, Hashem!;
You have made them all with wisdom;

The earth is full of Your creations”, and Tehillim (139:14) “I praise
You, for I am awesomely, wondrously made; Your works are wonderful;
I know it very well”

These two approaches, are that the world is made with nnan, all coming
from a singular source, and that there is an aspect of X5, wonder at the
myriads and diversity amongst these works.

The sense of wonder understands that there are so many types of
creations. Each of the “Kingdoms”, animal, vegetable, mineral, and man-
kind is filled with such diversity. For example, certain fruits or herbs will
be able to cure a fever, as it has cooling properties and yet others will not.
If the ground is not prepared properly, seeds will not grow..

When we examine these phenomenon through a 895 perspective, if
you plow and break up the ground, then the seeds will grow and if you
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has been told over from a trustworthy individual who heard it
from our master and teacher, the Magein Avos of Kophust.”

“To Proclaim the Praise of Aharon”Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld,
2020, English Edition, Page 5, Translated by Rav Joseph Rosenfeld

We are excited to share with you an adaptation of the Maamar
that Rav Aharon said on the occasion of the redemption of the
Alter Rebbe from prison.

Defining a miracle
What is a miracle?

It is something which does not seem to logically be able to happen. It
happens because it is above the natural order and comprehensive chain
of events.

All phenomena have a source in the highest spiritual levels of reality.
What then, is the source of the miraculous? What is the rule regarding
how the rules of nature are broken? How do we understand something
that by its very essence goes against logic? The verse tells us “All things
in the world were created through nnon- through intellect” (Tehillim
104:24) This means that all things are created in a unique way. The di-
vine energy descends into various vessels. In the Chassidic tradition,
the pasuk describing Achashverous’ feast, (Esther 1) “Royal wine served
in vessels of the collection of varying different vessels” reflects that the
subjects at the King of all Kings’ table receive the same royal wine in each
of their own personal way.

This description elicits the question, how can we relate to something
in a singular source, but with multiple results? It is a wonder! When
we reflect on how everything is one, yet everything is so different. This
wonder is called X%5, which in hebrew means, to be astonished. We can
meditate on this concept and allow ourselves to be drawn into it. We
become astounded at how one thing can hold two contradictory concepts
in a symphony.



Of Wisdom and Wonder, A
19th of Kislev story

An adaptation of o311 “na Py 1an a1 M50 N1y 100
By rabbi Reuven Boshnack director of OU-JLIC Brooklyn
college

Rav Aharon Halevi Horowitz was one of the greatest talmidim
of the Alter Rebbe, author of the Tanya and the Shulchan Aruch.

When the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned, Rav Aharon was very
involved in the effort to free his Rebbe. He circulated collecting
funds and roused the chasidim from their depression in order to
do what they could to free the Rebbe.

“R’ Aharon HaLevi also displayed “a profound level of mesi-
rus nefesh for his Rebbe the “Baal HaTanya” above and beyond
the other students, as is shown from his response to the news of
his Rebbe being imprisoned. When “the news spread throughout
Russia, there was a great sadness throughout the towns, with
proclamations of fasting and mournful tears. The closest students
gathered together to come up with a plan where they decided that
one of them must go and collect funds throughout the land for
the time that it would be needed, but each of the students were
frightened for their lives due to fear of the government. His holy
student R’ Aharon HaLevi entered the room and shouted at them
‘our teacher and master is sitting in chains while you sit here in
your laziness due to fear of the government...I will go”. He left
immediately and began wandering throughout the towns, com-
manding the younger chassidim to contribute what they could
and so it was. Through this alone he collected 60,000 rubles as it
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The greater the sin the greater the shame in the moment. Then if the
person does teshuvah the teshuvah is greater in proportion to the great-
ness of the sin so when the person does teshuvah to amplify the sin is
actually amplifying the persons greatness.

Reuven spoke up to them, saying, “Did I not speak to you
saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy, but you would not listen!
And his blood as well is now being avenged.”-Miketz 42, 22.

No, Reuven spoke up to them that “I had already told you at the
time of the incident that you should not sin against him, for he is
a boy, and because of his youthfulness he sinned against you, so
it is fitting for you to forgive the sins of his youth.-Ramban, ibid.

Why does Reuven continue to castigate his brothers after they have
already confessed? This gives them the status of Baalei Teshuvah, and
deserving of respect, not further condemnation!

Reuven was telling them that their confession was incomplete. Calling
Yosef their brother, while acknowledging that he was their flesh and
blood, ignores the fact that he was a child. A brother is an equal, who
can be held responsible for his actions. Yosef was just a boy! The true
shamefulness of their act is that they not only sold their own brother into
slavery as he begged and pleaded with them, but that they tore a child
away from his home and family and sent him off to Egypt to be a slave.
This, says Reuven, is what is lacking from your Viduy. Your Teshuvah is
not yet complete.

The Ramban says that the actual sin is to sell him as a slave (not the
lack of mercy which is not allowed for a jew) “Now comes the reckon-
ing for his blood.” you sold him to be a slave forever (o2 72y) so the
”Vegam” means besides the Vidoy for the lack of mercy you also need
to do Vidoy for the act itself.
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from Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”I'
5726-1966

They then said to one another, “Indeed we are guilty con-
cerning our brother, inasmuch as we saw his heartfelt anguish
when he pleaded with us and we paid no heed; that is why this
anguish has come upon us.”-Mikeitz 42, 21.

They regarded the cruelty as deserving greater punishment
than the sale [of Yosef as a slave itself]. For he was their brother,
their flesh, begging and falling at their feet, and they did not have
mercy.

The Torah does not relate this detail [of Yosef pleading for his
life] there [in the original story]... Because the Torah wanted to
be brief in describing their sin.—-Ramban, ibid.

If the Torah is concerned with the honor of Yosef’s brothers, and tries
to spare them embarrassment by omitting the shameful details of their
cruelty to their own flesh and blood, why are they here exposed?

It is true that the greater the sin, the greater the shame. However, it
is also true that the greater the sin, the greater the repentance, and the
greater the shame, the greater one must be to own up to it. Thus, in de-
scribing the confession of the brothers, and telling us how they admitted
to the most mortifying cruelty, the Torah honors them, and shows the
true strength of their character, and their true righteousness.

1. Based on notes from R’ Yosef Moshe ben R’ Tuvia halevi Aufrichtig from the end of a Shiur
given in muria shul in 5726. The rav would give Gemara Shiourim in that Shul and at the end of
the shiour would speak a few minutes on the parasha R’ Yosef attended the Rav Ztz"I’s shiur for
many years. We thank his son Nesanel and the rest of his family for sharing these notes with us.
This Shiur was typed and edited by a member of the Kollel Rabbi Zalman Denburg.
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A Vort on Parshas Miketz by Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik
zt”], handwritten by Reb Yosef Aufrichtig a"h, thanks to his son Nasanel
Aufrichtig for providing us with the notes.

Rabbi Reuven Boshnack translated and edited a Chassidic discourse
of Rav Aharon HaLevi of Strashela zt”1, author of Avodas HaLevi and
student of the Baal HaTanya and Shulchan Aruch HaRav, that was re-
cited in honor of Yud Tes Kislev, on the topic of miracles. It is especially
fitting as this Kovetz is published in honor of Yud Tes Kislev, Day of the
Liberation of the Baal HaTanya.

Much appreciation to the esteemed Rav Moshe Weinberger Shlit”a
who honored our publication with his drasha on Chanukah / Miketz.
Many thanks to his Talmid R Benyamin Wolf who transcribed it and to
the Rav who overviewed it for publication.

See the Hebrew section with many more special articles.

Special thanks to all who contributed to writing, editing and review-
ing, especially Rabbis Reuven Boschnack and Zalman Zusya Denberg,
May Hashem repay their efforts.

X

We cannot stress enough the importance of each person committing
their Torah knowledge to writing. As we learn in Pirkei Avos,-11%1 *m
I0MIN3 1PYA M. wTpnn 13 mw.... May the Bais Hamikdash be built
speedily in our days and may we each have our portion in the Torah.
Each one of us should study Torah and share it with the world.

May Hashem help us to find His truth and spread the Torah until the
day His glory will be revealed in the entire world so that all flesh should
see that Hashem has spoken.

Chavrei HaKollel
7 kislev 5782



Foreword

With gratitude to the Almighty, we present the Torah community,
Rabbonim, and Bnei Torah; Yissachars, who dwell in the tents of Torah;
and Zevuluns, Baalei Batim who support Torah, and invest their own
time in Torah; the Chiddushim of the members of Kollel Mayan Chai as
well as Lomdei Torah in the community.

The Kollel was inaugurated last winter at Beis Medrash Mayan Yisroel
in Brooklyn. Named after Reb Yisroel Baal Shem Tov, its mission is to
synthesize the study of Torah, Nigleh, and Chassidus, which together
bring to fear of Heaven, scrupulous Mitzvah observance, and studying
Torah lishmah.

The Kollel is named after Mrs. Chaya Bistritzky a"h, who passed
away on 7 Kislev 5780. She merited to establish a glorious family, who
undoubtedly continue to give her much Nachas in Heaven. She inspired
and continues to inspire thousands, to Emunah in Hashem and that
17257 7w Pr. The printing of this kovetz in connection with her second
Yahrzeit should elevate her soul until the day we merit the Geulah and
her return in a physical body.

The learning is also in the merit of her husband, a close friend,
Mordechai ben Shulamis. May Hashem grant him the strength and
abundance to raise his children with health and wealth, happiness and
gladness of heart, materially and spiritually, and for the upcoming mar-
riage of his daughter Adina to Yechiel Scheiner.

* o0
This Kovetz contains:
A section of Pilpulim and He'aros: by members of the community

and the kollel, including drashos on Chanukah and practical questions
on cooking on shabbos.
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