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16  YESH LITMOHA - PESACH

exempt from the mitzva of studying Torah. — Kli Chemda

(2:) The spiritual effects of blowing the shofar or shaking the lulav can
be accomplished by the holiness of Shabbos. But the Mitzvah of mat-
za is so lofty that its spiritual effects cannot be replicated by Shabbos.

Hashem would not create the world in a manner which precludes at
least a spiritual accomplishment of a mitzva. Since matza cannot be
replaced by Shabbos, there is certainly no reason to worry that people
may end up carrying their Matzah to an expert on Shabbos.

This is because matza is the opposite of rising chometz, which rep-
resents the Yetzer Hora and the feeling of self-importance it injects;
and so, while fulfilling the mitzva to eat matza, there is no possibility
that one would inadvertently sin because of the Yetzer Hora’s rise. —
The Rebbe
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All of the simanim of the seder hint to special halachos during the
seder night. The meal of regular food during the seder does not
seem to include any unique aspects — so why the need for a spe-
cial siman for it?

("NLo1 *n»” 9 Dy NP9 YW NTIN)

The meal of Shulchan Orech is essentially only a lead-up to the dessert
— the Afikoman, so that we can eat it like nobility, on a full stomach.
Because the Afikoman is to remind us of the Korban Pesach, which
had to be eaten on a full stomach.

29. The Alter Rebbe writes in Shulchan Aruch (175:13) that if one
wishes to recline during Marror, they may do so.

One may wonder: It would seem that Marror and reclining are con-
tradictory — if so, how can one fulfill the mitzva of Marror while
reclining?!

(PDoN AN 279 PON MPPY OIPY .WTN 9 ,Nyn P y"v)

The Rebbe explains that remembering the bitterness of our enslave-
ment is directly connected to reminiscing about our freedom. The more
we remember how terrible slavery was, the more exuberant we will be
about our freedom. Since the bitterness of the Marror is only there to
enhance our appreciation for our current freedom, we are allowed to
recline while eating the Maror.

30. If Rosh Hashana, Sukkos or Purim fall out on Shabbos, we do
not fulfill the mitzvos of the day, because of the worry that “one may
carry it 4 cubits in public property” to bring it to a chochom to ask
questions.

One may wonder: Why did the chachomim not issue this decree
with regard to Pesach which falls out on Shabbos?

(NDAN AN T'N WIPY .ND DTN - NTRN D)

(1:) With regard to other mitzvos — even when not fulfilling them
practically on a Shabbos, we can study about them, which is a partial
tulfillment of the mitzva.

But with regard to the mitzva of matza, which women must also fulfill
— the chachomim could not say not to fulfill the mitzva practically on
Shabbos, because in that case, women would not fulfill it at all, as they
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And therefore, even according to the opinion which holds that we
will not mention the exodus from Mitzrayim when Moshiach comes,
these mitzvos will remain.

27. “Rabon Gamliel used to say: whoever did not mention these 3
ideas... Pesach: because of what?... This matza: because of what?...
This marror: because of what?”

One may wonder: Why do we elaborate and use the language of
“because of what?” — why could we not just explain the reasoning
without first asking a question?

(D390 DNY Y119 DY NDS YW NTIN)

The phrase, “Because of what?” implies that we are aware of multiple
explanations and are asking which is the best.

o One may think that we eat the Korban Pesach to thank Hashem
for passing over the houses that were marked with the blood of the
Korban Pesach during Makas Bechoros — and also commemorate
the Korban Pesach that the Yidden ate in Mitzrayim.

Therefore, the Haggada explains that the phrase in the passuk, “It is a
sacrifice of passing over for Hashem,” implies that it is mainly to thank
Hashem for saving our ancestors.

o Similarly, regarding Matzah, one may think that we eat it to to

remember the humiliation of slavery by eating a poor man’s bread
— and also commemorate the dough that did not have time to
rise while it baked on our ancestors' backs as they were leaving
Mitzrayim.

Therefore, the Haggada explains that it is primarily to commemorate
the dough that did not have time to rise as we left Egypt.

« Similarly, about Marror, one may think that we eat it to remember
that Hashem ultimately redeemed us, for the Aramaic term for
lettuce is chasa which also means mercy, i.e., Hashem had mercy
on us — and also to the bitterness of slavery.

Therefore, the Hagadah explains that we eat Maror mainly to remem-

ber the bitterness of slavery.

28. “The simanim of the seder... Shulchan Orech.”
One may wonder:
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did force us into slave labor, that is not one of the 4 specific dangers
which require a Korban Todah or Hagomel.

While it is true that the Alter Rebbe writes in his Shulchan Aruch that
the three matzos are made out of a single isaron of flour to commemo-
rate the Korban Todah which is brought to thank Hashem for releasing
one from prison, which is made with that measurement of flour. This
only implies that leaving Egypt was similar to leaving prison — and
not that they are actually the same.

25. Why is Pesach called “the time of our freedom,” and not “the
time of our redemption”?
(Mnwi N nTn)
There were two aspects to our redemption from Egypt: On the surface,
we were released from our enslavement to Pharaoh. In a deeper sense,
we shed our slave mentality and became free men. This is implicit in
Chazal’s explanation of the passuk, “They are my slaves that I redeemed
from Egypt.” Chazal explain: “They are My [Hashem’s] slaves, and not
slaves to slaves.”
This explains why Pesach is called the time of our freedom: We are
not only celebrating our practical “redemption” from Egypt — rather
also, and primarily, our ability to serve Hashem without any restrictions.

26. According to the opinion of Ben Zoma, who holds that we will
not mention Yetzias Mitzrayim when Moshiach comes — one may
wonder:

Will we then fulfill the mitzvos which are to remember Yetzias Mitz-
rayim: Pesach, Matza and Marror?

(MTN WITND APY PYA DATI, MR N7T 'R P9 NO MOIA N"aw9)

The Rashba explains that even according to Ben Zoma, we will still
eat Matzah, Maror, and the Korban Pesach when Moshiach comes.

For even though the Torah states “so that you remember the day of
your exodus from Egypt,” after instructing us of the mitzvos of eating
matza and not to eat chometz — this is not the reasoning for these
mitzvos. The reasoning is what is stated immediately after the mitz-
vos, and before the phrase, “so that you remember”: “because you left
Mitzrayim in haste.”
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23. With regard to the fast of the bechorim, once they hear a siyum,
they may eat for the rest of the day.

One may wonder: Why is this different than hearing a siyum during
the 9 days before Tish’a B’Av, when it is only permitted to eat meat
during the feast in honor of the siyum, but not during the rest of the
day?

(LY D 22X Y IR NWY)

Sha’alos Uteshuvos Eretz Tzvi explains that the fast of the firstborn
is different than all other fast days. Most fast-days have two elements,
the Mitzvah of fasting for a full day and the obligation to pain the body
throughout the day, by refraining from food, drink, etc. When one
breaks their fast during a siyum, they can no longer fulfill the mitzva
of fasting for a full day. However, they can still fulfill their obligation to
pain their body, by refraining from food, drink, etc. for the remainder
of that day.

The fast of the firstborns was established to commemorate a miracle.
Therefore, the mitzva is to fast for a full day, but not to pain the body
— since this is a mode of “celebration” And therefore, if the mitzva to
fast is no longer relevant, because it has been broken through hearing
a siyum, there is no longer any reason to continue with it.

The Minhag to refrain from eating meat during the nine days is similar
to all other fast-days in the sense that it is to pain the body. Therefore,
even if one eats meat while attending a siyum that takes place during
the nine days, they should still refrain from consuming meat for the
rest of the day.

24. “4 must give thanks... one who leaves jail.”

One may wonder:

Why do we not recite the bracha of Hagomel during Pesach night?

(DMONRN 1210 DI OXRIN ' 27 PON MY vIpY)

The Rebbe explains that leaving Egypt is not technically considered
exactly the same as being released from prison and therefore does not
require a Korban Todah or Hagomel.

This is because in Egypt, we had the option to live in Goshen, a land
of plenty that was considered one of the most fertile areas in all of
Egypt. We were also not held captive in a designated area. While they
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(1:) Firstborns may have decided to fast on erev Pesach years before
Chazal ever ruled it forbidden to fast on the day one brings a korban.
Since the fast of the firstborns preceded that ruling, Chazal did not want
to abolish this preexisting fast-day. — Mishneh Lemelech

(2:) Most fast-days are meant to be days of mourning. When Chazal
instructed us not to fast on days when we bring a korban, they were
referring to the somber type of fast. This is because Chazal wanted the
days that we brink korbanos to be full of joy.

However, the fast of the firstborns is a happy day of thanksgiving —
to remember the great miracle that Hashem performed for the Jewish
firstborns by not allowing them to die together with the Egyptian first-
borns. — Pirush Mah Nishtanah

22. Why do the firstborns fast “Ta’anis Bechoros” because of the
miracle of being spared from Makas Bechoros?

It would seem that a celebration should be made to commemorate
a miracle — and not a fast!

(INIWIN YT INOW I PRIN MY Y)

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach suggests that Hashem saved the
firstborns by uplifting them to a higher spiritual plane. As a result, the
firstborns were briefly given the honor of performing the service in
the Mishkan. However, they lost that opportunity when they served
the golden calf.

Nevertheless, the souls of the firstborns are still deeply connected
with the service in the Mishkan. This will be on display when Moshi-
ach comes, and they will serve in the Beis Hamikdosh together with
the Kohanim and Leviim (Ohr Hachaim).

Given their strong connection to this service, the firstborns experi-
enced great shame whenever they witnessed the Kohanim bringing
korbanos in the Beis Hamikdash. This was especially on erev Pesach,
when more korbanos were brought than on any other day in the year.

The shame was so great that it destroyed their appetite. Firstborns
either way would not eat or drink that entire day. As a result, Chazal
decided to establish this day as a fast-day for all firstborns — as a day
to rectify that sin through fasting.
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See s€’if Daled of the sicha, in vol. 11, pg. 17 of Likutei Sichos.)

19. The Alter Rebbe (477:11) rules that the custom some have to cre-
ate a hole in the Afikoman and hang it by a string threaded through it,
is not forbidden from the perspective of creating a hole on Yom Tov.

One may wonder: Elsewhere, the Alter Rebbe rules that hanging
bread in the air can cause poverty — so how can this be an accept-
able custom?

("7 P"DV'YN YO ,NWN YY)

The reason why hanging bread can cause poverty is because this con-
stitutes “disrespecting food”

The Sha’arei Teshuva quotes the Shevus Yaakob that in this case, it is
not considered disrespect, because it is as a remembrance for the exo-
dus from Mitzrayim.

20. "If one does not have a son or wife, etc., to ask him [the 4 ques-
tions]... he should ask himself” (Alter Rebbe, 473:40).

One may wonder: What does one gain from asking themself?

(28 PIYN’'ND MN 43 Ty 27 PON MY P vIPY)

One of the additions to the mitzva to tell of the exodus from Egypt
on the night of the seder — over the rest of the year — is the detail that
the story must be told to another, as the passuk states, “and you shall
tell your son.”

It is for this reason that if one does not have a son or someone else to
ask him the 4 questions, Chazal say that he should ask himself — be-
cause through asking oneself, one becomes like “another” to himself,
and then when answering, is answering the “other” in himself, through
which the mitzva of telling to another is fulfilled.

Making it an answer to one’s own question also enhances one’s un-
derstanding of the matter. — The Rebbe

21. One may wonder: How can firstborns fast on erev Pesach?:

It is forbidden to fast on a day when one offers a korban, because
it is a Yom Tov for that person — and on erev Pesach, the Korban
Pesach is brought by all!

('R D DIYYN PYN NINWI NN WIPA DY NDA YW 17N .L 1997 WTPNn 290 MHYn 1 779 7915 mwn)
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were many great tzaddikim amongst them — and because Mordechai
was the one who practically caused the decree [through not bowing],
there was some judgment upon him.

Haman with his decree caused the Yidden to do teshuva, so he had
some merit.

We therefore ensure to curse Haman, so that his “merit” not be count-
ed for him; and we bless Mordechai, to remove any judgment from
upon him.

17. With regard to the obligation to recline on the seder night, let
us explore:

Is the obligation to recline a detail within the obligation to eat mat-
za; or is eating matza a detail within the halachos of reclining?

Explain the reasoning for both possible views.

(T-2 PN (R) RINI R P90 MY O 0IpY)

(1:) Just like there are various conditions for the fulfillment of the
mitzva to eat matza, such as measurement, time, etc. there is also a
condition that the matza must be eaten while leaning, in order to fulfill
the mitzva.

(2:) The requirement to lean is a general mitzva for the seder night
— in order to act in a manner of freedom, which is shown through re-
clining, as kings do. However, one cannot fulfill the obligation to lean
without doing so while eating matza and drinking the 4 cups.

18. What practical implications would there be based on each view?
(2 MK (R) RINIR"D PYN MY > vIPY)

If one ate a kezayis of matza without reclining — if reclining is a nec-
essary part of the mitzva to eat matza itself, they have not fulfilled the
mitzva; but if eating the matza is a detail in the halachos of reclining,
that detail was fulfilled, albeit not the idea of reclining in general.

Either way, the person would need to eat the matza again while lean-
ing. The difference would be whether they would again recite the bracha
of “al achilas matza — to eat matza” According to the first way, they
would, and according to the second way, they wouldn't.

(The Rebbe concludes that on the one hand, reclining is its own mitz-
va, and on the other hand, it is also a detail of the mitzva to eat matza.
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— half the measurement required for fulfilling it — is there anything
positive to doing this part of the mitzva, or not?

Practically: If one only has half a kazayis of matza — is it a mitzva
to eat it, or is it not a mitzva at all — because it does not include a
kazayis?

(Y0 ,0”yN PO NIWN YY)

The Sha’arei Teshuva quotes the Shevus Yaakov who says that there
is no obligation at all to eat half a kazayis of matza, because that is not
considered “eating”

He then quotes from Machazik Bracha, who holds that just as half a
forbidden measurement is forbidden min hatorabh, so is it with regard to
a mitzva — it is a partial mitzva to eat half the required measurement,
and this is what should be done.

15. If 2 people are in the desert or jail, and they only have 1 kazayis
— is it better that they split the kazayis into 2, or is it better that they
make a raffle, and only one will eat the full kazayis?

("2 P’ 2”9 o NIWN YY)

The Shaarei Teshuva writes that based on the above opinion of the
Machazik Bracha, it would seem probable that if each have half a ka-
zayis, they should not give their piece to the other, so each can at least
fulfill a “partial mitzva”

But he concludes that even according to this opinion, it is better to
make a raffle, so that one of them will be able to fulfill the mitzva com-
pletely. For when one enables the other to completely fulfill the mitzva,
they will also merit reward, because the fulfillment of the mitzva would
not be possible without them.

16. The Shulchan Aruch rules about Purim: “One must say ‘cursed
is Haman, blessed is Mordechai.”
One may wonder: why did the chachomim not also institute to an-

nounce on Pesach: “Cursed is Pharaoh, blessed is Moshe”?!
(LawNN M2 Yyan INOR NYIN YY DIND NP NNPNo)

The Nesivos explains why we specifically say “cursed” and “blessed”
about Haman and Mordechai:
Even though the Yidden at that time deserved the punishment, there
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12. “For on all the nights of the year, we eat whether sitting or re-
clining, but on this night, we all recline.”

One may wonder: It seems that in times past, it was the usual man-
ner to recline during meals (see Brachos, 46b) — so why would a
child in that time (when these questions were written) wonder why
people are reclining?

(Y2201 yop Yy DN DNYL *DIPY NDI YW NTIN)

In his haggada, the Rebbe quotes an opinion that this question was
added in later times, when people stopped reclining at meals overall.

The Rebbe asks on this opinion: how can it be that this question was
added later, if the Rambam quotes it as a question asked in the times
of the Beis Hamikdash?! (The Rambam would certainly not conceive
of this on his own, without having a clear source.)

Based on this, we can say that even in those days, not everyone re-
clined while eating, and therefore, the question (even in those times)
was why everyone was reclining on this night.

13. “For on all the nights of the year, we do not dip but one time,
and on this night, two times.” “One time karpas in saltwater, and an-
other time, marror in charoses.”

One may wonder: (1:) At the start of Shulchan Orech, we eat an
egg dipped in salt water — so why do we only mention 2 dippings?!

(2:) Besides for this, we also dip into charoses twice — once for
Marror and once for Korech!

(1 P"D NN PO YL (2.2 MKR YYD YD MWD ’PDA NN PVIPY)

(1:) Likkutei Maharich explains that because both Karpas and the egg
are dipped into salt water, they are considered “1 dipping”

(2:) The Taz explains that dipping the Korech is not considered a sep-
arate dipping because the whole idea of eating and dipping the Korech
is out of doubt — whether this is the way to fulfill the mitzvos of matza
and marror — already performed separately.

14. We know that it is forbidden to perform “half an aveira” (half
the measurement which would constitute an official transgression),
even though there is no punishment for this.

One may wonder: What is the halacha with regard to “half a mitzva”
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(1:) Based on the Nigla: The mishna states that we “check the chometz”
to infer that we do not check places where chometz is not present during
the year. (Rosh Hakarmel, pg. 66 — see full explanation there.)

(2:) Based on Chassidus: The Frierdiker Rebbe explains that we must
check our “spiritual chometz,” and how much of it we have, in order
to eradicate it.

As an example, the Frierdiker Rebbe writes that one may become
intellectually excited from the greatness of Hashem during davening,
but not emotionally excited. This happens because of the attachment
of one’s emotions to coarse matters. And this is a “spiritual chometz”
which must be eradicated.

10. “Blessed is the one who protects his promise to the Jewish
people.”

One may wonder!

What is the intention of the language “protects”? It would have
seemed more proper if it would say “who fulfills his promise”!

(2"n’y 999579 55w pH)

The Zohar states that even though Hashem had promised to take the
Yidden out of Mitzrayim, He was not obligated to fulfill this promise,
because the Yidden had sunk to the bottom of the 49 gates of impurity.

This is why we say “Blessed is Hashem who guarded his promise to
the Yidden,” and not “Who kept his promise.” Because from the per-
spective of keeping the promise, there was no obligation. It was because
Hashem “guarded” his promise and kept it alive nonetheless that in
His kindness, He freed the Yidden from Mitzrayim. And so, it is for
this that we praise Him. — Yechalek Shallal

11. Which passuk in Tehillim, kapitel 54, includes an acronym for
the word “nsn”?
(9”ny 91970 DNN)
54:9: "1y nx Yo — from all hardship He saved me." — Chasam
Sofer
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— repeating”), it can also represent different matzos the Yidden ate at
different times. (To understand the practical relevance of this, the full
sicha must be studied — Likutei Sichos vol. 16, pg. 122.)

6. Why isn’t the name of Moshe Rabbeinu not mentioned in the en-
tire Haggada? (Besides one time when it is mentioned by-the-way,
in the section “Rabi Yosi Haglili,” in a passuk brought.)

Moshe Rabbeinu's name is not mentioned in the Haggada because
Moshe was the humblest of men who walked the face of the earth. Thus
it was his desire that his part in performing these great miracles not
be publicized while we are praising Hashem, and Hashem fulfills the
desires of those who fear him. This is why Moshe is not mentioned in
the Haggada. — Chofetz Chayim

7. Why is Yehoshua’s name mentioned in the Haggada (in the sec-
tion, “Mitchila”)?

Because the miracles of Pesach did not occur through him (see answer
to the previous question).

8. “Mitchila — at first, our forefathers were idol worshippers.”

One may wonder: “We do not confer the title ‘forefathers’ besides
to 3 — Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov.” If so: how can we use the
title “forefathers” here?

(X ) MmN X72077)

The Ritva explains that the fact that “we only refer to 3 as our forefa-
thers” was said with regard to prayer, that we cannot add onto them,
and say “the G-d of so-and-so,” besides for the first 3. But with regard
to other matters, there is no reason not to refer to those before us as
our “forefathers.”

9. “On the eve of the 14th [of Nissan], we check the chometz” (Pe-
sochim, 2a).

One may wonder: It would have seemed more proper if it would
say “we check the places”!

Answer based on both nigla and chassidus.
(N”W'N WY NYIAIRD MR 177 IINRND 03Ny ,91990 wRI)
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there by the king of Egypt, in order to serve as his doctor.

Meaning that his mere arrival there was not forbidden, and the fact
he remained had not been his choice, but rather, an onnes.

.(070DM PR YYNAR W) 07T 8NP X700V 2792 °5TI00 07w MNNA DR 19D D) IN)

(2:) Another explanation for why it was not forbidden for the Rambam
to live in Egypt is because one of the pesukim the gemoro quotes as a
source for the prohibition is, "And Hashem said to you — you shall not
again travel this path, forever."

The Kaftos Vaferach explains: it is "on this path" that you shall not
again travel — meaning, the route the Yidden took from Mitzrayim
to Eretz Yisroel; but though another path — not from Eretz Yisroel to
Egypt, it would be permitted. And this is what the Rambam had done.

4. What change was there in the signature of the Rambam between
the time he lived in Mitzrayim and when he lived in other countries?
(6 YN W v (2) DLW L PHN MY S LIPY)
When the Rambam would sign his name while he lived in Mitzrayim,
he would write: “the writer, who transgresses 3 negative commandments
every day”” (It was in response to this that Rabbeinu Shmuel encouraged
him, etc., as detailed in the previous answer.)

5. “Hei lachma anya — This is the bread of affliction that our fore-
fathers ate in the Land of Egypt.”

Does this refer to the matzos they ate in Mitzrayim, before they left;
or to the matzos they ate while they left Mitzrayim?

(39 MIYM 6 NIYN 122-128 TINY IO PN MY I VIPY)

The Rebbe quotes from sefer Gevuros Hashem that it is a reference
to the matzos the Yidden ate while they left Mitzrayim. The Rebbe also
quotes this from a maamer of the Tzemach Tzedek. However, at the end
of that maamer, the Tzemach Tzedek writes that it is to remind us of
the matza that the Yidden ate while still in Mitzrayim — before chatzos;
and that this explains the language “this is the bread of affliction that
our forefathers ate in the land of Egypt.”

To reconcile these two ideas, the Rebbe explains that just as matza
is bread upon which “many words are recited” (another meaning for
the word “oni — affliction” — to be understood from the root of “oneh



PESACH

1. The Torah calls the Yom Tov, "Chag Hamatzos — the Holiday of
Matzos."

One may wonder: We are only obligated to eat matzos on the first
night of Pesach. So why does the Torah refer to all days of the Yom
Tov with this title?

(37134 7IYN2) 790 TMY (V”HWN) DN DRYL XLIPY 9”WIN D IR (2) MR 27D PHN MY 0IPY)

The Rebbe explains based on the Taz that even though the name
“Chag Hamatzos” refers to the entire Yom Tov, it is primarily a title for
the first day, when eating matzos is an obligation; and because of the
first day, the title is extended to the rest of the days of Yom Tov, when
eating matzos is voluntary.

2. How many times does the Torah warn not to return to Mitzrayim?
(X" 1”9 12D YY)

In 3 locations:

(1:) Shemos, 14:13: “For the Egyptians whom you see today you will
never see again.’

(2:) Devorim, 17:16: "And Hashem said to you — you shall not again
travel this path, forever."

(3:) Devorim, 28:68: “And Hashem will send you back to Egypt in
ships, by a route which I told you you should not see again”

3. Why was it permitted for the Rambam to live in Mitzrayim?
(72790 .079 N19) N9 .02OYNT 179 D”A1NT .2 ,K1 19D K71 179 1D e P)
(1:) The gemoro states that it is forbidden to return to Mitzrayim. The
Rambam explains that entering Mitzrayim itself is not forbidden, it is
just living there permanently that is.
Kaftor Veferach quotes Rabbeinu Shmuel who told the Rambam that
he need not worry of transgressing, because he was forced to remain
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