
א “ה בן יבלחט“מנחם מענדל ע‘ ת ר“ח הרה“נ הרה“לע
א פלאטקין“מאיר יעקב שליט

In this week’s Torah portion, G-d tells us the 

physical reward we will receive by fulfilling 

his Mitzvos. Similarly, many verses speak of 

the physical benefit during the era of the 

Redemption.  

 The commentaries ask: Why is there a stress 

on the physical gain? Seemingly, the spiritual 

reward (attaining great heights in the 

knowledge of G-d, etc.) is far greater? 

The explanation: When something is the core 

and life force of a person, it permeates 

through his entire existence – from head to 

toe. Furthermore, we find that when a per-

son is truly happy, it is specifically expressed 

through the lowest part of the body – danc-

ing with his feet.  

The same is true regarding Torah and Mitz-

vos. Being that it is the essence of every Jew, 

its outcome and reward effects even the 

most external part of a Jew - his physical life. 

In other words, the proof that Torah is every 

Jews’ source, is that it affects even the most 

insignificant thing.  

Therefore, the Torah specifies the physical 

reward – stressing that Torah and Mitzvos is 

our not only the thing we do, but our very 

essence.  

Similarly, when Moshiach will come, the 

world will fill with the knowledge of G-d, and 

we will understand in a revealed way that G-

d is the source of everything. This will be ex-

pressed through G-ds’ supernatural power 

effecting even the lowest of creations (i.e., 

the physical reward). (Likkutei Sichos, vol. 37.) 

On the 11th of Iyar, 5749 (1989), the late Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Mordechai Eli-

yahu z”l, had a Yechidus (private audience) with the Lubavitcher Rebbe. At one 

point, the conversation turned to the laws pertaining to the era of the Redemption. 

One of the many discussions, was regarding making a Shehechiyanu (blessing one 

makes on something new) upon the arrival of Moshiach.  

Towards the end of the discussion, Rabbi Eliyahu remarked: “If only Moshiach would 

arrive immediately - before the ‘second Pesach’- and the Rebbe will come to Israel, 

bring the Pesach sacrifice, and we will be able to clarify all our doubts with Eliyahu 

‘the prophet’– including the law in relation to the blessing of Shehechiyanu.”  

The Rebbe smiled and replied: “I will try to bring with me a new garment – which will 

release me from any doubt, and it will be unnecessary to ask Eliyahu ‘the prophet’. It 

is better to save the time of asking, for problems that cannot be resolved by wearing 

new clothing!” (Sod Siyach, pg. 41.) 

Anyone who does not believe in him [Moshiach] or does not await his coming, denies not only [the statements] 

of the other prophets, but [the statements] of the Torah and Moshe our teacher. (Hilchos Melachim, 11, 1.) 

“When Moshiach comes, the value 
of the simplicity and artless devo-

tion of the common folk, who  recite 
Psalms with heartfelt sincerity, will 
be realized”. (Hayom Yom,  24th of 

Iyar.) 
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