Even the Nazis Didn't Kill Their Own
Children

In the following response to a non-religious couple considering an
abortion, the Rebbe highlighted that killing a fetus is just as wrong
by non-religious standards as by religious ones:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.
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One of the only 1 >an> that we have from the Rebbe on the topic of abortion:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



The Source of the Issur

The Gemara learns out from the words “oixa oxg 03” that it is forbidden
for a non-Jew to kill a fetus:
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What about a Jew?

The following Gemara, with the clarification of Tosfos, establishes—
based on the principle that “all that is forbidden for a non-Jew must
be forbidden for a Jew as well”—the Issur for a Jew to kill a fetus,
albeit not with the same punishment:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.



Parents Considering Abortion

The decision to have or not to have an abortion can be one of the most challenging decisions for a
parent. Below, we will find how the Rebbe helped such parents out in these tumultuous stages of
their lives.

Rabbi Tuvia Bolton was once contacted by a woman considering having an
abortion unless she was to get a clear directive from the Rebbe saying
otherwise. After faxing in her request to the Rebbe, a surprisingly
quick response was sent back with a clear message that the Rebbe was
listening to her and that she should reconsider. The woman, amazed by
the response, did not go through with the abortion. The Rebbe concluded
by quoting the famous Gemara that she had saved the entire world by
saving this one life.

Rabbi Tuvia Bolton, a senior lecturer at Yeshiva Ohr HaTmimim in Kfar Chabad, related the
following incident:

One afternoon, about ten years ago, | entered the office of our yeshivah in Kfar Chabad (the
Chabad village in Israel) and checked the voice mail on our telephone. The first message was:
“My name is Zahavah, and my phone number is. ...”

She obviously had the wrong number, so | decided I'd do her a favor and call her back to let
her know. | called the number she left, and when Zahavah answered, | tried to explain to her
that she had made a mistake. “One minute,” she said, “this is Kfar Chabad, right? | want to
speak to Kfar Chabad.”

When | answered in the affirmative, she continued: “Good! Well, | have a friend called Sarah.
She’s pregnant and says she can’t afford another child; she already has three, and her husband
doesn’t earn much, so she decided to have an abortion. | tried to talk her out of it and even
sent rabbis and experts to her. They spoke to her for hours, but nothing worked.

“Now she says that the only thing that will change her mind is if the Rebbe of Chabad himself
calls her and personally tells her not to do it. That is why | called you. You’re Chabad, right?”

| explained to Zahavah that the Rebbe is very busy, that he prays, studies and teaches Torah
twenty hours a day and also answers about one thousand letters and requests each day, so it is

unreasonable to expect him to call people back on the phone.

| suggested that | was willing to send a fax to the Rebbe explaining Sarah’s situation and ask



for a blessing that the next person who speaks with her should succeed in convincing her to
have the baby.

Zahavah agreed, | sent the fax, and just one hour later | received a call from the Rebbe’s office
that the Rebbe had issued an answer!

The Rebbe wrote,
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Indeed [Is it true, that people] searched and could not find
anyone that would be able to have an influence on her? | will
mention [her] at the Tziyon

| immediately called Zahavah and excitedly read her the Rebbe’s answer.

For a moment she was silent and then she slowly said, “Is the Rebbe saying that I’'m lying? That
no one ever spoke to Sarah?”

| really hadn’t thought about it but | realized that she had a point. | tried to think of some other
possible explanation for the Rebbe’s words but she cut me off.

“The Rebbe sits over there in New York! How can he know if I'm telling the truth or not?”

There was silence for a minute; | didn’t know what to say.

Finally she said, “Well Rabbi, | want you to know that there is no Zahavah... | am Sarah. No one
ever spoke to me about not having the abortion. | don’t know how the Rebbe knew! But one
thing is sure — | just got the answer | was waiting for, in person, from the Rebbe. Please tell him
that I’'m not going to have the abortion. Tell him that | decided to have the baby and to trust

that G-d will help.”

| faxed in what she said to the Rebbe’s office and three hours later | received yet another reply:
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Chazal tells us [in a Mishnah of the [Talmudic] Tractate
Sanhedrin] that anyone who saves one Jewish soul is as
though he saved the entire world. | will mention at the Tziyon
that she has saved, as mentioned above, an entire world.
And may she bear good news

(As related by Rabbi Bolton)

Another Maaneh related to this story:
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In the following letter, the Rebbe discusses his opinion on the
perspective a parent should view pregnancy and having children in
general; both being a blessing from Hashem and that the parent does not
have the authority to decide the fate of the embryo.

By the Grace of G-d
22nd of Cheshvan, 5733 Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mrs.
Seaford, NY.

Blessing and Greeting:

| am in receipt of your letter in which you write highlights of your personal history and present state
of health, in connection with your pregnancy.



Generally speaking, in such a situation, and what has to be done, it is necessary to consult a
practicing Rov, giving him all the pertinent information he may require in order to advise you what to
do in accordance with our Torah and halacha.

However, while | do not pasken shaalos, | can nevertheless convey to you my opinion on the
nevertheless convey to you my opinion on the basis of your letter. This is that pregnancy and children
are a blessing from G-d and therefore it is certain that He Who gives children also gives necessary
strength and capacities to go through the act of birth, etc. and G-d may be fully trusted.

As for your RusBband's attitude, as you write, | trust that e will Rimself recognize that he has no
authority toc declde the fate of an embrys, to let It develog or to Rill it, G-d forbid. | may add, In your
case specitically, that It Is very slgnificant, as you yourself write, that your RusBand was not originally
enthused about the prospect of your third child, yet is now happy about It

Judging by your writing, | am sure that it is unnecessary to emphasize to you at length the need to
strengthen adherence in the daily life to the Will of G-d, including - and this is essential too -
strengthening bitochon in G-d, Whose benevolent Providence extends to each and everyone
individually, and to go about your daily everyone individually, and to go about your daily life with
confidence, joy and gladness of heart. This widens the channels to receive G-d's blessings, and to
recognize and enjoy them in the fullest measure. Since you request an urgent reply, this letter has
been acknowledged ahead of its turn, and is sent to you by special delivery.

With blessing,

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



The Geder of the Issur

Throughout the Teshuvos on the issue of abortion, a variety of
different ways are presented of how to categorize its Issur; the
following are three such views:
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It is important to make note that various »"i1’s will arise depending on
the specific approach taken.

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
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Aborting a Non-Jewish Fetus

When the Sadigura Rebbe visited the Rebbe in 5740, they discussed the idea that financial
contributions for every child born in Eretz Yisroel would also go to Arabs who would give birth.

The Rebbe explained that a goy is prohibited from killing as well, and
that when Yiden have the power (as is the case in Eretz Yisroel) we
must make sure that the Sheva Mitzvos are being upheld. We therefore

must do whatever possible to make sure that a goy in Eretz Yisroel does
not abort a child.

See full Yechidus in the link below.
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.

Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



Abortion = Premeditated Murder

In the following response to an individual who mentioned that people were persuading a woman to
consider abortion, the Rebbe responded:
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Abortion — premeditated murder

If anyone will try and convince her to have an abortion,
Heaven forfend -

Let her tell them, that this is the premeditated murder of
a creature who does not as of yet have the means of
protecting himself, from his would-be murderers.

And G-d who created this fetus, is also the one who
created them some time ago, and his eye is all-seeing...



Tay-Sachs Disease

One of the most widespread debates in the contemporary Teshuvas of the
last generation was regarding aborting a fetus that has been diagnosed
with Tay-Sachs disease r”l. This heated disagreement mainly focused on
two great Poskim, R. Moshe Feinstein and R. Eliezer Waldenberg,
formerly known as the Tzitz Eliezer.

The discussion began in 5735 when the Tzitz Eliezer was presented with a question from an individual
asking about aborting a fetus—diagnosed with Tay-Sachs disease—after three months (first
trimester). In a lengthy response, bringing down a multitude of different Rishonim and Acharonim to
show that there is room for leniency brought down below, the Tzitz Eliezer concludes that it is
permissible to abort the fetus up until seven months:
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At the beginning of 5737, R’ Moshe Feinstein was presented with a similar question. In contrast to the

Tzitz Eliezer’s lenient proposal, R’ Moshe took a much stricter approach relying firmly on the words of
the Rambam to come to his final ruling that abortion of any type, whether it be a healthy fetus or one
with Tay-Sachs disease, unless it is almost certian that the mother will not survive, constitutes the mox
Xn»RT of X

N0 VIR YT W MR NTW



DRI MR VA2 N2 NAIT D272 70

L 0N TR RIT D2 DINT N T WHN 7 AN Movan XD 07anaa

.., TINPAN T WOW P N2W DY O3 XN XYM AN 0K ROOX LLRDTY 1PN
DX 1T ROWD ORT NVAN R WWh WOw 200K 2ORDINW ARW NN T avon)
VAR WWN DTN P2 1M 1000 1 PII0RT 91 DA N PIvow AR 02w
TOINW TV TOKR 7070 02198 DR N2 17,7970 0701 Jup PHD 9°awa 0l KT
XD ORI OX ONX PIVY 0N ... OR7T NANY SRTI? 217P 72173 2ORDI1TY RITANT
KRR ON X172 ¥7% 1991..7029° DR 3770 172 DA 12 w0 0 URY LA XYY Mavh
N1OYNIW 222 F7ITAT AXI95 PIVY AT 9D SN2ND L. KRY IR MY XYY AT 12
9291 PRV N2 70700 CWRA O3 22102 29712 AT N0 NPT 12007

XOW W21, 7707 20 MwyL TIX w0 TW KT 1712w 1907 PPRY 2°72W 1300

TR DOMN 72WN SNIRI2 SNRAINWI 1DPW N2 NI XY 00K MY MwYY
YUYW NI NN A7 ROOKR N2 09T PIX W 1717792 DAk ano1T v URa
7317 ,12°977% OPO — 2N NPNNA RIT N2WAW 77N N1 12 RITWI 2°K9170 MIN2
VIWDY TI12Y ... 732772 27 2OP0ID 72777 RIT 0°IWA DA QXYW DOTPR T

1772 MORY WA P01 2°WIDNT QONWRIT 1M DY 371727 71990 2NandTd
— 9N SIS 2OYITOT P21 2272 QN0 P2 AN P2 WD P2 D2W 9D wnn anen
7097 7°9 9w 77T 297 N2WN HY TIN0YI MDY PRI, WAn RI1PTH PII0K 12100 OP0
NNRT 77 7700 T20% 1700 a2

Thus began an extensive back and forth between two of the greatest
halachic giants of the last generation, leading to a topic still hotly
debated today.

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.



Keep the Torah and the Torah Will Keep
You

In one of the only letters on the subject of_abortion, the Rebbe

advises that by following what the Torah has commanded us (not aborting
a fetus) one will receive all the brochos begashmius and bruchnius:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



Correspondence to the Grandparents

AWoman'’s First Pregnancy

The following is a letter written to the parents of a young pregnant
woman who was going through a difficult stage in her marriage. In the
postscript of the letter, dealing with the idea of aborting the fetus,
the Rebbe gives a fresh perspective for this particular case on why one
should reconsider such an option explaining, that a woman's first
pregnancy is a very sensitive time and the effects of abortion in such
a case can negatively affect the woman:

>  The letter:

P.S.

What follows below is really self-evident. However, in order not to leave even a shadow of a doubt in
the most important matter, | must add the following lines.

| am referring to the question that has been raised about aborting the pregnancy. My reaction is as
follows: In addition to this being a most serious Issur according to our Torah, Toras Chaim, one must
remember that when the matter concerns your wife in her first pregnancy, especially a person to
whom the blessing of children is one of the greatest Divine blessings, particularly when a child is
conceived and born Kdas Moshe Vv'Yisroel- who can take the responsibility to advise her, G-d forbid,
to destroy, with her own hands so to speak, the child she is carrying in her womb?

To conclude in the spirit of Purim, just as when for the Jews there was - in the words of the Megillah
"Light, joy, gladness and honor" as we recall these words every Motzoei Shabbos, adding "So be it for

us"-may this indeed be so for all concerned, in the midst of all the Jewish people.

The Letter & The Spirit 5, pg. 120

Tell Them the Truth the Way it Is!

In response to parents trying to convince their daughter to have an
abortion, the Rebbe responded that they should be told the truth the



way it is. Aborting the fetus will be their daughter killing her child
and them killing their grandchild!
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The previous individual wrote to the Rebbe again, to which the Rebbe
responded sharply:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



It Effects the Geulah!

The following letter was written to a doctor who asked the Rebbe about
various medical issues in halacha. After detailing his opinion on the
topics of Observant Jews being practicing physicians, the problems of

"birth control” and "family planning,"” the Rebbe went on to discuss the
issue of abortion.

The Rebbe was candid in his opinion,

“The destruction of a fetus is strictly prohibited except, as
mentioned, in extraordinary cases.” This law is just as
applicable for Jews as is is for non-Jews as the Rebbe went
on to say, “ you surely know that Jewish Law makes it
incumbent upon Jews to use their influence with non-Jews
to help promote the so-called Seven Laws that have been
given to the children of Noah, with all their ramifications.
These laws include also the prohibition of abortion.”

The Rebbe went on to make another strong point based off of the Gemara which states that
Moshiach will only come after the birth of all the children who have to be born,

“Thus it is clear that when even a single woman aborts the
birth of a child, it is not just her affair or her own problem,

but it affects the Geulah of all our Jewish people and with it
the Geulah of the whole world.”

In the Rebbe’s words:

> The beginning of the letter:



The continuation of the letter, getting to the crux of the issue:

Everyone should realize that there is a Creator and Master of the world Who has prescribed a
definite order by which the human race should live. The destruction of a fetus is strictly
prohibited except, as mentioned, in extraordinary cases.

There is really no difference in this matter between Jewish or non-Jewish patients. First of all,
you surely know that Jewish Law makes it incumbent upon Jews to use their influence with non-
Jews to help promote the so-called Seven Laws that have been given to the children of Noah,
with all their ramifications. These laws include also the prohibition of abortion. Indeed, for some
reason, the Torah declared that destruction of a fetus by a non-Jew is even more serious than
by a Jew not that abortion can be treated lightly by Jews, as outlined above.

It is well known that | do not, nor is it one of my functions, to pasken shaalos, especially as there
is the Union of Orthodox Rabbis and similar Rabbinic bodies who have come out clearly and
emphatically against family planning and the like. | have gone out of my way to express my
views on the matter in this letter only because abortion has become now not only widely
acceptable but, on the contrary, it is claimed to be a thing of justice, women'’s independence,
etc. etc., although it makes no sense to say that a woman should have a right to kill an unborn
child or even a fetus in order to assert her independence. Nevertheless, so great is the confusion
and darkness of the present day and age, that even some persons of higher education and
supposedly knowledgeable in the fields of ethics and philosophy and the like, have also come
out in support of this evil.

Finally, | would like to make reference to a saying of our Sages which, at first glance seems
incomprehensible, but it is nevertheless part of our Torah, Toras Chaim, our true guide in life.
This Talmudic saying is to the effect that the true and complete Geulah will come only after the
birth of all the children who have to be born. Thus it is clear that when even a single woman
aborts the birth of a child, it is not just her affair or her own problem, but it affects the Geulah of
all our Jewish people and with it the Geulah of the whole world.

In light of the above, there can be no doubt that it is not only proper and right, but also a direct
obligation on the part of every Jew, to do whatever is possible in this area, as well as in all
matters of Torah and mitzvos to the best of one’s ability and influence.

With blessing,

The Letter and the Spirirt, Vol. 5, PP 116

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



Precedence: Mother v. Fetus

The following Mishna paints the unfortunate scenario of a woman having
difficulty during childbirth, leading to the obligation of having to
kill the fetus:
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We see from the above Mishnah that the mother’s life takes precedence over the fetal life.

Four fundamental reasons are glven for thils precedence:
1 Rashi - as long as the fetus has not emerged from the mother’s womb, it is not a waa:
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2) Shitah Mekubetzes - a fetus is only considered a ‘sofek’ life:
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3) Maharit - the fetus does not have a apin of a living being prior to birth:
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4) Rambam - the fetus has the status of a a7in:
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Parenthetically, it should be noted that the Shulchan Aruch upholds the
Rambam’s line of reasoning in Siman 71"on.

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



Not Just One Life

Nefesh Achat B’Yisrael is an organization in Eretz Yisroel that raises funds for women to help them
financially and not go through with an abortion.

In 5751, representatives of this organization went to the Rebbe for dollars. The Rebbe told them,

“Every child that will be added to Jewish people is a big help for
Jewish people overall, even in Eretz Yisroel!?”

Living Torah is made possible by viewers like you

Browse more Jewish videos like this on Chabad.org/Video.

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should

be maikel or machmir.



In Response to a Senator

Hamaor was a scholarly publication that came out seven times a year.
The Rebbe would often be magia a sicha to be published in this kovetz.

In the following publication, in response to the senator of Bronx N.Y at the time, the Rebbe unequivocal in his opinion that abortion

would constitute 137 and would be assur for a non-Jew as well:
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Abortion: Yid vs. Goy

In a Sicha from 5722, the Rebbe posited the following question: why is
it that only a non-Jew who commits abortion is chayiv misa while a Jew
who does the same act is not?

The following is a short synopsis of the Rebbe’s answer:

The existence of a Yid is not @ means to an end, to
accomplish something within the world; rather, a Yid himselr,
his very being, is the v and purpose of his existence.
Everything else in this world, non-Jews included, their very
existence is a v for the continued well-being of the Yidden.

A fetus is a life with its potential and purpose yet to have
been played out, its current status is 9o to its future self
where it will live out its purpose. Based on this we can
understand the difference in ruling between a Yid and a non-
Jew in the case of abortion. A non-Jew—whose very
existence is 79v 1132— who has an abortion is chayiv misa
because the fetus holds just as much of a qualified status as
he does, a "ou. On the contrast Yid—being an py— who
would go through with an abortion would not be chayiv misa
because we would not be van an py for a .

See full Sicha here: 602 1y 2"n w"iRh

The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.
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In the Public Eye

In a letter dated 5729, the Rebbe reiterates his opinion against
abortions in Eretz Yisroel.

260 ny 3> phn whph

At a Farbrengen dated 5749 the Rebbe put forth the idea that when two
sides of the government are in disagreement, unable to establish a
coalition (as was the case at the time in Eretz Yisroel), there can be
a common ground where they can meet. This could be done by starting

with reinforcing previous laws that have been neglected, such as the
law against abortion.
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.

Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.
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Early Sources on the View of Fetal Life

The Gemara in Nida states that killing a child who is one day old is
liable for his murder, implying that anything before this stage, i.e.,
a fetus, would not lead to such liability:
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A similar approach is taken in Maseches Erchin, Where the Mishna

discusses the case of a pregnant woman who is being taken by the court
to be executed.

The Mishnah rules that we do not wait for the woman to give birth
before her execution. The Gemara asks, “RXvwd! A fetus is part of the
body of the mother”, and there would be no reason to think that we
should wait until the mother gives birth.
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A further display of the lack of independent status of the fetus can be
found in the Gemara’s continuation.

The Gemara rules that when the pregnant mother is taken out for
execution the fetus is to be killed first because not doing so can lead



to the disgrace of the mother as a result of publicly bleeding from the
labor. Clearly implicit is the fact that we view the fetus as merely a
limb in the mother’s body with no independent status:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.

Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.



The Status of a Fetus Below 40 Days

The status of a fetus below 40 days is seen in many cases as
insignificant. The following are three major areas in Halacha where
this insignificance can be found:

1 The laws of Terumah

A Bas Kohen who marries a Yisroel loses her right to partake of Terumah if she becomes pregnant by
her husband. Suppose her husband dies on the day of their marriage. In that case, the din is that she
may partake of Terumah up until 40 days because, as the Gemara learns, even if it turns out that she
is pregnant from her late husband after 40 days, the status of the fetus within those 40 days is
considered like mere water and would have no legal significance to her:

2"y vo MmN

K] LRI K R — NP0 K KT, DY 79 N9IR) Np3iv R70m 27 M
RO RDPYD R DR TY — KD

2) The laws of Tumah and Tahara

The Mishana in Maseches Nida rules that a woman who miscarried within 40 days need not worry
about impurity caused by the miscarriage as the formation of the offspring in the womb occurs only
forty days after conception:
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3) The laws of Bechoros

The Mishna in Maseches Bechoros establishes that only a miscarriage over 40 days has the legal
status of a firtsborn:
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The Halacha varies in context of levels of danger to the mother and stage of the pregnancy.
Therefore, it is imperative to consult a Rov in all cases, whether is seems to be case where one should
be maikel or machmir.
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