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Dear sirs,
Please send me a catalogue as I am interested in your work.

Also: very important; please send me any printed material on the "Jewish Stand” on Darwin & the
Theories of the Evolution of matter.

Thanks a lot!
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Talks and Tales - Sivan 5747

“THE BAN THAT DID NOT HAPPEN”

TN R ‘ :

THAT
THE BAN WHEEH DID NOT HAPPEN

Shovuos is the wyahrzeit"of the Baal Shem Tov, the Founder
§ﬁy of Chassidus. We bring you here a timely story about him.
Reb Michel was a sprended, G-d-fearing young man from a fine
He
rabbinic family.whe married the daughter of a prominent, wealthy

ol gt ot of il M e ey SR B
Aoy

Soon afterbha_na;;ieé, he asked his father-in-law to come into

his room, as he wanted to speak to him privately. He told his

father—in-liaw that he wanted to seclude himsel for.-a.-certain .. e

: RO 5,
period of timg(gfgfLEB?,EEEEEEE~foi9//in order to devote himself

completely to the study of Torah.

His father-in-law was shocked at his son-in-law's strange
idea, and he was horrified when Reb Michel began to detail what

he wanted to be done to carry out his plan.

"My dear father-in-1w," he began, "I would ask you, please,
to make a special exit from my room to the outside. I would E
then lock myself into my room so no one could disturb me. I
would want you to make a small opening - like a window - in the

door of my room through which food could be handed to me each

day. ;iﬁould not speak to anyone, nor see anyone during all the
time ¥‘11§e¢ in seclusion. My wife has agreed with my plan.
I1f you, too, agree, fine! But if you do not agree, then I will
have to leave your house."

Reb Michel's father-in-law was certainly far from pleased

with his son-in-law's wild plan. He asked for a few days to

consider the strange request.

He lost no time, but immediately went off to visit his

"Mechutan" (the father of his son-in-law), who lived in the

nearby townlet, Drgbitch. He told him of his son's strange re-
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quest, and asked him to knock the crazy notion out of his head.

However, the Mechutan seemed to take it all calmly, as if he
expected to hear such a thing.

&i‘knew Michel wouldrwant to do something like this, but I
diﬁ not think he would want to do it so soon after the wedding.
But if he wants to do this right now for a certain time, I would
not attempt to stop him, and I think you should not try to-stop————
him either."

Reb Michel's father-in-law returned home, and having no other
choice, agreed to his son-in-law's request. He fixed Reb Michel's
room as he had requested, and made a small opening in the door

/405;% the locked room.
G ¢ — Every m'nisn%{’Reb Michel's wife knocked on the door and
! 7 handed him his meal for the day without saying a word. And Reb
ﬂ;%,f\\§ichel accepted it, also, without saying anything.
o

(’ r This went on for a thousand days: When this period was over,

Do Lt o aan S L LT— e T
°£?? U(Reb Michel left his locked room, none the worse for his long
ey
:gi»’g isolation, and greeted everyone cheerfully as he joined them at
o e
Y, ] the table, just as if he had never been away.

-~ Reb Michel now accompanied his father-in-law to the Beis
Medrash, but always stayed behind longer, to daven and study the
holy books.

There were some other young men studying in the Beis Medrash
who regarded Reb Michel as some kind of freak for having isolated

himself for almost three years. They decided to play a trick on

him.
"He thinks he's someone ‘special,” they said to each other.

*Let's'play along and make him think we regard him as a holy

rebhe . " Thoyr rut dacaadt .. =
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a "pidyon," saying:

"Rebbe, my wife is very ill. Please give her a blessing
for a refuo shleimo (complete cure)."”

Reb Michel looked serious as he silently regarded the coin
which he tossed from one hand to the other. The group of young
men looked on and found it hard to hide their amusement.

"I'm very SOrry indeed," said Reb Michel, "but I am afraid
I cannot help your wife.”

The group of young men continued to regard the matter most
amusing, making funny remarks to each other.

Suddenly a young boy ran into the Beis Medrash and cried
out: "Father, Mother feels bad. She is sick. Come home right
away."

The young man, who had just been playing the joke on Reb
Michel, now wiped the smi}e off his face. He was no longer
amused. He ran home with}his l1ittle boy and called for a doctor
to come immediately. But, alas, it was too late - his young
wife lost consciousness aAd died.

The story soon spread among the people in the town, and all
the Jewish inhabitants began to look on Reb Michel with respect
and awe.

Reb Michel did not feel comfortable in the townlet, so asked
his father-in-law to get him a horse and buggy as he wanted to
visit j:he su;;'buncﬂlg cﬁ’

;he father-in-law carried out his request and Reb Michel
set off on his mission.

He arrived in the city of Brod where no one knew him, and
he became a "melamed" - a teacher for children. He became popular

with the children and parents readily sent them to him. He

—————————————
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taught them Chumash, Mishnayos, Gemorra. Reb Michel also told
the children gjﬁe stories from the Medrash, planting a warm love
in their hearts for G-d, for the Torah and for every Jew.

Reb Michel loved the children and they all became strongly
attached to him. & TR

Once, sitting in the Beis Medrash, Reb Michel heard a'commo-
tion. People were talking about a certain Jew named Reb Yisroel
Baal Shem Tov, who makes sick people well, whether they are sick
bodily or sick spiritually, and who had introduced a new "derech"
(outlook on life). He paid extra attention to unlearned Jews,
spent }oo much time "davenning" and found some more similar
"sins" for which to criticize this strange "revolutionary" Jew.

T?e rabbiﬁ of the town called a meeting to see what’;héy

% &aht

coulé\do to make sure this new, dangerous movement should not
spread also into thej@ town. After much heated discussion, it
was decided almost unanimously to put a AChmzmmmied a bar% on

e, (2 5%
One of the senior rap¥is present spoke up, saying:

Rabbi Yisroel Baal Shem fsgévfn his teachings and on his followers.
"We have among us a fine young man, a G-d-fearing Talmid Chacham.
Let us call him also to see what he thinks about this problem

and the ban we are considering. Also, there are just nine of us
here at this very important meeting, and we need a "minyan" of
learqed rabbis to decide in making a ban."

This they agreed to do. They immediately called Reb Michel

to the Beis Din. They told him their problem and asked him for

his opinion and support.
Reb Michel listened to their story and then replied: "Who
am I that you should care for my opinion? I am a plain teacher,

and you riyﬂas are all learned Torah scholars. But if, indeed,

@ @@z\
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you want my oii:i;?, let me quote £#6m the Gpafbrra which tells us
fé“fo%}dﬁﬁa.Tﬁf‘we want to do someone a favor, there is no need to
ssk‘for his permission, but, if gm(gyérogbet qﬂhd, we intend to
do something which would be harmful to him, we dare not do it
Vithout‘infonming"himaof:dtgamd giving him a chance to excuse
himself, so as not to,bevdeserving of the punishment we plan for

"It is possible that the Baal Shem Tov conducts himself dif-

ferently than we all do. ‘But I am sure that he would be able to
explain the reason for it. However, without giving him that op-
portunity, how can we dare to put such a serious thing as a ban

© on him!"

The earpest wordg a manner of Reb Michel made a deep im-
pression on the ggsé%s, and they calmed down, seeing the fairness
of the young Reb Michel. The idea of the ban ;n*g;dﬁ was dropped.

Soon after this, Reb Michel went to the parents of his
students and told them that he has to go away. He said: o 2
you can, pay me for the time I taught your children, but if you
cannot, never mind. But please do not delay in getting a teacher
for your dear children, who™I love and shall miss."

The parents tried very hard to persuade Reb Michel to stay
on, offering him an attractive salary. But Reb Michel said he
must. leave, and it had nothing to do with salary.

It so happened that a new teacher appeared in the town, soO
Reb Michel was happy to leave with a clear conscience, knowing
that his dear students would not be neglected.

Reb Michel went to see the Baal Shem Tov in Medzibush

who greeted him with a friendly smile.

n"you have done a good thing in preventing a Jewish community

—————————
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THE BAN THAT DID NOT HAPPEN

Page 1
.. I would not speak to anyone, nor see anyone during all the time I will lived in seclusion. .
Page 2

.. This went on for a thousand days. When this period was over, Reb Michel left his locked
room ?? 3”13 0"ssad NS . .

Page 3

.. as he wanted to visit the a surreunding nearby cityies. .

Page 4

.. Reb Michel also told the children fine stories from the Medrash ..

.. He paid extra attention to unlearned Jews, spent tee much time “davening” ..

.. The rabbis of the town called a meeting to see what they could de be done to make sure
this new, dangerous movement should not be spread also into their town. After much heated
discussion, it was decided almost unanimously to put a “Cherem”{a ban} on Rabbi Yisroel
Bal Shem Tov, on his teachings and on his followers . .

One of the senior rabbis members present spoke up ..
..l am a plain teacher, and you rabbis are all learned Torah scholars ..
Page 5

.. let me quote frem a (the) Gemerra jewish law, which tells us as felews: ‘that If we want
to do someone a favor, there is no need to ask for his permission, but, if en the ether hand,
we intend to do something harmful to him, we dare not do it without informing him of it and

giving him a chance to excuse himself, so as not to be deserving of the punishment we plan
for him ..

.. The earnest words and manner of Reb Michel made a deep impression on the rabbis all
present, and they calmed down, seeing the fairness of the young Reb Michel. The idea of the
ban in bred was dropped.

Page 6

.. You will lead the Jews there on the path of Torah and Chassidus, with love of Hashem, love
of Torah and love of israel jews ..
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