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By the Grace of G-d
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To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere

G-d bless you —

Greeting and Blessing:

Pesach, the Festival of Our Freedom, has an added significance this year, in the light of the following brief
introduction:

It is a matter of common experience that when a person happens to be in a conducive state of mind, he
will react more sensitively to an appropriate occurrence. Thus, when one is in a happy frame of mind, one will
respond more excitedly to a joyous circumstance. Conversely, in a depressed mood, any adverse circumstance is
likely to provoke a magnified consternation. The same is evident in connection with physical health!. When the
body is healthy it will be invigorated by any wholesome thing in the fullest measure; when its physical condition
has been weakened, even something slightly harmful will considerably aggravate the state of health.

A similar rule finds expression in the Halachic principle*: “A thing acts more forcefully upon its own
kind*”.

* Kk %

This year (5727) is a year which, from the start, has been ushered in with the Mitzva (and mood) of Hakhel
(“Gather”), the special Mitzva in the post-Shemitta year, prescribed in the words: “Gather the people, men,
women and children™ - all segments of the Jewish people, for the purpose immediately stated in the Torah: to
inspire Yiras Shomaim and foster the study and fulfillment of the Torah.

Likewise in regard to the reason and content of Pesach, namely, Yetzias Mitzraim (departure from Egypt).
Unlike the subsequent exiles (Babylon, Media, Persia and Macedonia), when not all Jews came out of Babylon,
etc., the Exodus from Egypt was complete; “With our youths and our elders, with our sons and daughters™,
all the Jews, young and old, departed from Egypt. And the purpose of it was: “When thou shalt bring forth the
people from Egypt, you shall serve G-d at this mountain™® - to become servants of G-d and to receive the Torah
at Mount Sinai.

Consequently, though Pesach is a “Mitzvas-asseh conditioned in time” (the kind of precept from which
Jewish women are generally excused) - the women’ must also participate in observing it. As for the children®



- the very ushering in of the festival, namely, the Seder of Pesach, is based on the precept of “Thou shalt tell
it (fully and effectively) to thy son.” Moreover, the Seder is accompanied by a variety of detail and ceremony
designed to involve the children in the celebration of the Seder; and all this even before the Mitzvoth of “Pesach,
Matzah and Moror” are actually fulfilled. And included are all the children; for the Seder is not limited to the
“Wise” children, but embraces all children from the “Wise Son” down to the “One Who Knows Not What To
Ask” —

In order to impress upon all of them that “for the sake of this™ - the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth - hath G-d
freed us from Egypt.

* Kk %k

Such a total'® liberation, as the Exodus from Egypt was, did not occur in any of the subsequent exiles, but
it will be repeated at the time of the true Geulo (Redemption) from the present Golus (exile), in accordance with
G-d’s promise: “As in the days of thy departure from the land of Egypt, I will show him wonders”!'. When this
will come to pass, all the Jews, young and old, children and women, with all their possessions, will be redeemed
through our Righteous Moshiach, again for the explicit purpose: “that'? you walk in My statutes .. and be a na-
tion unto Me, and I will be G-d unto you”.

And just as the liberation from Egypt could take place only after the Jews, imbued with real self-sacrific-
ing"® determination, rejected all idolatries of Egypt, and yearned'* for, and eagerly looked forward to, the mo-
ment of Receiving the Torah; so must we also today make the necessary preparations for our Geulo - by resolute-
ly rejecting the various “idolatries” of our time; and “with young and old, with our sons and daughters” - each
and everyone must liberate himself, with his wife and children, from the state of being “slaves unto Pharoah”!
- slavishly following the foreign ideologies prevailing in the world outside - in order to become “servants unto
G-d”, with a total commitment to the One Above, thereby attaining true Cheirus'® (Freedom) through a life of
Torah and Mitzvoth in the everyday life.

*x Kk *x

May G-d grant that the coming festival should this year, the year of Hakhel, be received with special in-
spiration, as indicated above; an inspiration that should express itself throughout the days of the festival and all
days following, in actual deeds, in the spirit of Hakhel: “That they shall observe to DO (not substituting by a
‘good Jewish heart’, nor by a lofty ethical sermon, however good they may be) ALL the commands (not only
those which please one’s judgment or fancy) of THIS TORAH” (according to the Rambam’s'” definition and
Psak-Din, namely each verse and each word, and similarly the Torah-shel-be’al Peh).

And this will hasten the true and complete Geulo through our Righteous Moshiach, may it be very soon
indeed.

With blessing for a Kosher and
joyous Pesach,

Menachem Schneerson
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