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The Laws of Mishloach Manos

and Matanos La’evyonim

Mishloach Manos
Who Is Obligated to give Mishloach Manos

1. One is obligated to send at least two portions of food to another person on Purim, as indicated
by the words of the passuk, “Umishloach manosishlerei’eihu—and the sending of portions
(plural) by one to their fellow” —mentioning two gifts and one person.! And one who sent two

different people one gift each has not fulfilled their obligation.

2. This obligation applies to both men and women.2 A man should send mishloach manos to
another man, and a woman should send to another woman, but not the other way around (to
avoid the possibility of potential kiddushin, in the event that a man sends mishloach manos to

an unmarried woman?). A man may send mishloach manos to female relatives who are
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forbidden to him.*

3. This obligation applies to a boy, once he has reached the age of 13, and to a girl, once she has
reached the age of 12°—even if they are dependent on their parents for sustenance.® We also

educate young children to give mishloach manos.”

4. Even a poor person who is sustained by {zedakah funds is obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of

mishloach manos.8

5. An avel, even during the week of shivah, is obligated to give mishloach manos and matanos

la’evyonim.? However, he should send to only one person.!”

After the shloshim, an avel may send to more people,!! but he should not send anything that

generates joy. 12

Others may not send mishloach manos to someone who is in the year of aveilus after the
passing of his mother or father. (But it is permitted to send mishloach manos to members of
the avel’s family.) According to some opinions, if the Rov of the city or the community is an

avel, it is permitted to send him mishloach manos.?

In any case, if someone did send mishloach manos to an avel, they have fulfilled their

obligation and the avel may accept them.!*

6. If someone is financially dependent on another person, and their benefactor did not provide
them with anything to send as mishloach manos, they are exempt from mishloach manos. But

it is still proper to behave stringently and give.l®

7. One who does not have anything to send as mishloach manos should exchange their meal with

another person—meaning, that each one should send their meal to the other.!® By doing so,
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they both fulfill their obligation of mishloach manos, even if they are going to eat together.!”

The Halachos of the Portions of Food

8.

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

One should send two types of food or two types of drink. However if one sent two units of the
same item they have not fulfilled their obligation.!8 Two different cuts of meat (from different

parts of the animal) count as two types of food.!?

A piece of fish coated with egg, or bread coated with egg, is not considered two types of

food.20

One may send one solid food item and one drink.2!

Only ready-to-eat food items are considered “manos,”and not something which requires
additional preparation. Examples of permitted items are cooked meat or fish,22 wine, and

fruit.23 It is a common custom to send sweets.24

One does not fulfill the mitzvah of mishloach manos by sending clothes or
books.2>Additionally, one does not fulfill the mitzvah by sending cigarettes or tobacco to

someone who smokes.2® Also, one does not fulfill the mitzvah by sending money.%’

Some hold that the mishloach manos must be something that is valuable to the recipient.
Therefore, if one sends relatively cheap mishloach manos to a wealthy person, they do not

fulfill their obligation.28And it is proper to be particular about this, if possible.2? Some opinions
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maintain that the manos must be items which one would proudly serve to guests.3?

14. Some hold that each item should be placed in its own utensil.3!

15. If one sent mishloach manos to a child under bar mitzvah, they have fulfilled their obligation;

because a child is also considered “rei’eihu—your fellow,”32 yet some disagree.33

16. There is an opinion that one does not fulfill their obligation through sending to an apostate Jew,

because an apostate is not considered “your fellow.”34

17. If someone sends mishloach manos to their teacher, they fulfill their obligation.3

18. It is permitted for one to send mishloach manos to a dayan who is currently handling a din

torah in which they are party—if they usually send him every year; and this is not an issue of
bribery.30

19. See se’if 5 about whether mishloach manos may be sent to an avel.

20. The proper order is for the more distinguished person to send first, after which the other person

reciprocates.>’

21. Whoever adds in giving mishloach manos to friends is praiseworthy.38

The Manner of Delivering

22. L’chatchilah, mishloach manos should be sent through an emissary; and the emissary can even
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be a child or a non-Jew.3? If someone delivers it on their own, they fulfill their obligation

b’ dieved. 0

23. The two manos should be sent at the same time, and not one after another. But if one sends

them one after another,*! they fulfill their obligation b’dieved.*?

The Timeframe for Delivering

24. This obligation is applicable specifically during the day, which is when the obligation to feast
pertains—and not at night.*3 If one gave at night, and the recipient ate it at night, the sender
does not fulfill their obligation. And if the recipient ate it during the day, the sender does fulfill

44__ yet some say that they do not fulfill their obligation.®’ If one is sending

their obligation
food during the day, it is permitted to also send at night.*0

25. The manos should be sent before or during the meal.47

26. If someone sends mishloach manos before Purim, and they arrive to the recipient on Purim

day, they fulfill their obligation*8; and others say that they do not fulfill their obligation.4? If
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one told an emissary before Purim that they should deliver manos on Purim, the sender fulfills
their obligation according to all.’® If a child became bar mitzvah on Purim, and sent the
mishloach manos before Purim, he does not fulfill his obligation, even if it reaches the recipient

on Purim.’!

27. If one sent manos to another and they are not home, and they will only return home after

Purim—the sender does not fulfill his/her obligation.>2

Miscellaneous Halachos

28. If one sends manos to their fellow, and they refuse or do not want to receive it—the sender

fulfills their obligation®3; yet some disagree.’*

If the sender transfers it to the recipient against the recipient’s will, the sender fulfills his/her
obligation. But may blessings come upon one who is stringent to send to another in a proper

manner.55

29. If one sent meat to their fellow as mishloach manos, and then, on Purim day, they found out
that the meat was treif, they have not fulfilled their obligation, and they should send mishloach

manos again.”® The same applies if the manos were lost or stolen—one must send other
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manos in their stead.””

30. If someone sends manos to another, and the recipient does not know who they’ve received it

from (such as if the card was lost), the sender does not fulfill their obligation.’8

31. If someone sends mishloach manos as a matanah al menas lehachzir—a present on condition

that it be returned, they have fulfilled their obligation®?; yet some say that they have not.%0

32. The food for mishloach manos should not be bought using ma’aser money.6!

Matanos La’evyonim

Who Is Obligated in Matanos La’evyonim

33. Every person is obligated to give at least®? two gifts to two paupers.®3 As the passuk states:
ry p paup p

“Umatanos la’evyonim—and gifts to the poor,” both in the plural. The reason for mitzvah is

so that the poor should be able to enjoy a Purim feast.0%
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34. The obligation applies to both men and women.® It is permitted for a man to give to a poor

woman, and we are not concerned about this constituting betrothal gifts.66

35. The obligation applies to a boy, once he has reached the age of 13, and to a girl, once she has
reached the age of 12—even if they are dependent on their parents for sustenance.®? We also

educate children to give matanos la'evyonim.o8

36. Even a pauper who is sustained by tzedakah must give part of what they receive.®? But they

may have the other paupers return the money immediately after fulfilling the mitzvah.70

The Halachos of the Gifts

37. The size of one gift to one pauper is the worth of a perutah.”! Some say that the pauper must
give the equivalent amount to the value of the size of 3 eggs of food. If one is giving food,

they must give the size of three eggs of bread.”? It is proper to follow the stringent opinion.”>

38. The gift to the pauper must be something from which they can benefit on Purim, such as food

or money which they can use on Purim.”4

39. One must give the two gifts from their own money, and maaser money may not be used.”

But if someone is giving more than two gifts, they may draw on maaser money for the
additional tzedakah.7®

40. Those who have the custom to give a machatzis hashekel on Purim may distribute the money

to paupers on Purim and fulfill their obligation of matanos la’evyonimin this way.”’
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Whom To Give To

41. The recipient does not need to specifically be a completely destitute pauper—rather, if one

gave to a struggling, poor person, they have fulfill their obligation.”8

42. One fulfills their obligation even if they give to a poor child, if they understand that they are

being given Purim money.79

43. If one gave one pauper the amount of two gifts, some say that they fulfill their obligation; but
this should not be done ['chatchilah—rather, one should preferably make numerous paupers

happy.80

44, A husband and his wife are considered two paupers, and if one gave to the husband and to the
wife, in order to fulfill the mitzvah through giving to both of them, they fulfill their obligation.8!
Others say that they do not fulfill their obligation; and according to this opinion, even if one

gave to a father and his dependent son, they do not fulfill the obligation.82

45. If one gave two gifts of money and two portions of food to two paupers—meaning that they
gave one mishloach manos portion of food to each pauper, and also one gift of money to

each—they do not fulfill their obligation. But if one gives in this manner to three paupers, they
fulfill their obligation.83

46. It is a minhag to distribute “Purim money” to all those who work in avodas hakodesh, such as
melamdim and the like—and one does not fulfill the obligation of matanos la’evyonim through

this, even if the melamed is a pauper.8*

47. We are not particular about Purim money—rather, we give to whoever stretches out their

hand. And in places where they have the custom to also give to non-Jews—one should give.
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But in a place where there is no such custom, it is forbidden.8¢

Timeframe for Giving

48. This obligation is applicable specifically during the day, which is when the obligation to feast
pertains—and not at night. If one gave at night, and the pauper bought food with it and ate it
at night, the giver does not fulfill their obligation.87 But if the pauper ate from it during the
day, the giver fulfills their obligation88; others disagree.8? If one also gives two gifts to two

paupers on Purim day, it is obviously permitted to also give at night.?°

49. If one sends gifts to the poor before Purim and it reaches the paupers on Purim day—they
fulfill their obligation?!; and some say that they do not.?2 But if one told an emissary before
Purim to give gifts on Purim, one fulfills their obligation in this way according to all.?> And if
a child became bar mitzvah on Purim, and sent the gifts before Purim, he does not fulfill his

obligation, even if it reaches the pauper on Purim.?*

50. One should first send mishloach manos and then matanos la’evyonim, for this is the order in

which they are written in Megillas Esther.> But the minhag is not to be particular about
this. %0
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Miscellaneous Halachos

51. If one gives the gifts to the poor as a “gift on condition that they be returned,” they do not
fulfill their obligation.?7

52. If one gives gifts to a pauper and he does not wish or refuses to accept it, they fulfill their

obligation.?8

53. If one prepared money to distribute to the poor on Purim, and not a all of it was distributed, it
is forbidden to keep it for oneself, and one must distribute it to the poor.?? But if one had in
mind while preparing the money that they would keep any money not distributed for

themselves—this is permitted.100

54. A tzedakah fund manager who received Purim money in order to distribute it to the poor may
not decide to use this money toward other causes; but a pauper who receives the money may

decide to use it for their other needs, and not specifically for the Purim feast.!0!

55. In a location where there are no paupers, one may hold onto their Purim money and distribute

it at a later time, wherever they desire!02 (ie to paupers in another city).103
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