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Iwas in Mesivta when the Rebbe launched
the historic campaign for Limud HaRambam.
At the time, I saw the Yad Hachazoko as a

regularly-used sefer, but usually for a footnote in something else you
were learning, or as part of constructing a pilpul. When the Rebbe spoke
so emphatically, it generated a lot of excitement amongst the bochurim.
This was now to become a regular part of learning, just like Chitas, and

even more, since our Rebbe was innovating it.

[—as a relatively young bochur—also felt another element: the
excitement of the Siyum, which the Rebbe promoted with much koc#.
The Rebbe was giving us a regular avenue for enthusiasm and chayus
in our Limud HaTorah, and in our direct hiskashrus. For me, it was
overwhelming and exciting at the same time, I knew—at some level—
that this was a Miviza which would resonate and grow 581 N3 Ty
N"33 D78,

Boruch Hashem, the decades since the Rebbe’s launch of the Limud
HaRambam have—indeed—only increased the energy. Watching
the bochurim ‘koch’ in the siyumim of each individual sefer, and the
INCREDIBLE efforts they expend in making a first-class siyum of the

entire Yad, inspires me greatly.

This year, they—we—are taking the celebration a significant step
further: This publication. You are holding in your hands a printed record
of the Siyums, its Divrei Torah and its enthusiasm, all in accordance with
the Rebbe’s direction.

May this booklet serve to inspire men, women and children to join
in fulfilling the Rebbe’s guidance, and feel the connection of genuine
Hiskashrus.

Rabbi Mendy Herson
Morristown, New Jersey
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Rabbi S

Shliach - Southeast Morris County, NJ.

“But 'm a One-Perek Guy”

would like to share with you
my personal story about Limud

HaRambam.

Like many of you, my journey
with Limud HaRambam has shifted
over the years. Going back to when
I started in mesivta, there were
always different tekufos. There were
times when I learned one perek of
Rambam, three perakim, and there

were times when I fell behind and

wasn'’t even sure what exactly I was

doing...

For the last twenty years or so on
shlichus here in New Jersey, I've been
learning one perek Rambam. And I
was very comfortable learning one

perek Rambam.

Manytimes, Reb Meilech Zweibel
a”h would encourage Shluchim
and others by saying that one perek
Rambam is perfectly acceptable,



and you don’t have to feel bad or feel

less for learning one perek. So I, like
many others, felt very comfortable.
I'm a one-perek guy, and it was
Boruch Hashem, working for me.

Threeyearsago, during the Siyum
HaRambam here in Morristown,
Rabbi Yossi Lew came to farbreng,
and he spoke about the importance
of learning Rambam and about the
maaleh of learning three perakim—
something I've heard many times
over the years at siyumim.

So okay—three perakim is

wonderful. But I'm a one-perek guy.

A few days later, at the regional
Kinus Hashluchim in New Jersey,
Rabbi Yisroel Deren came to speak,
and he began at great length about
the importance of learning three
“The Rebbe
tells us that learning three perakim

perakim Rambam:

gives you a great shefa of bracha—it
opens up gateways to tremendous

12

blessings and all sorts of wonderful
things to happen in your life.”

And okay—I've heard this before.
But I'm a one-perek guy.

Then I thought to myself:
“Shalom, what are you doing—are
you crazy? He’s talking about all
these brachos, all these pathways
that can open up.” And I said to
myself, “You need things in your
life!”

At the time, I had two daughters
who were in shidduchim looking to
get married. Also, for over seven
years I had been looking for a
building to serve as our Chabad
House. With a big pledge hanging
over my head waiting, we could not
find a building that would suit our
needs.

So I said to myself: “What do
you need to be so blockheaded for?
Maybe consider the notion that
you’ll learn three perakim Rambam



and it will open up your life to all
sorts of brachos?”

But I'm a one-perek guy, and I

was comfortable doing one perek.

So 1 said, “You know what—
Rebbe, we’ll make a deal: for the next
year I'll start doing three perakim
Rambam. 1 have tzrachim, 1 have
brachos that I need, and I'm willing
to give it a try. If I receive answers to
the brachos1need, I'll continue. And
if not, I commit to do it for one year,
and then I'll go back to learning one

perek. Ull try it for a year.”

Within the first year of learning

three  perakim Rambam, my

daughter became a kallah.
Within the
learning three perakim Rambam—

second year of

my next daughter became a kallah.

And within the third year, just
a couple of months ago, we closed
on the building for our new Chabad
House.

You can’t make that up.

So I don’t know what this means
for each and every one of you, with
your own cheshbonos, your own
hiskashrus, your own journeys
in life; everyone is different. But
what I can tell you is that for me,
on a personal level, the keili—the
vessel—that worked for me to attain

the brachos that I needed in my life,

Maybe consider
the notion that
you’ll learn
three perakim
Rambam and
it will open

up your life

to all sorts of
brachos?

and im yirtzeh Hashem will continue
to need, was learning three perakim
Rambam every day.

So I hope and daven that we all
have the koach not only to come to
this siyum and do what we’ve always
been doing before, but to spend a
few moments thinking about what
else we can do—what more we can
do—to fulfill the Rebbe’s ratzon.

And, b’ezras Hashem, it should
serve as a keili for all of us, that
starting now, in the new machzor
of Rambam, we should go from two
chasunos and a building, to binyan
Beis Hamikdash, with the ultimate
coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu
mamash.

bimheira  b’yameinu

L’chaim.
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he date was Zayin Adar
T5745, not a night Chassidim
were expecting to spend in 770.
Suddenly, the Rebbe announced
that a farbrengen will be held.

In those days, among
Chassidim there was always an
excitement — something new
to “koch” in. The months prior
had already been filled with the
excitement surrounding the
Rebbe’s new takanah of Limud
HaRambam.

Throughout the farbrengen the
Rebbe discussed various halachos
in Rambam — something that had
already become a regular theme
that year. But it was during the
next sicha that something even
more significant was introduced
— something that would become
inseparable from the Limud
HaRambam itself: The concept of
Siyumei HaRambam.

The Rebbe made it clear that
these siyumim were not meant
to be an afterthought, a bonus,
or something extra, rather they
were to be the cornerstone of the

takana itself.
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The first Siyum HaRambam
was set for Yud-Aleph Nissan,
and the Rebbe repeatedly
encouraged Chassidim to
prepare properly for the
moment. This was not just
another date on the calendar,

but a day of celebration.

The Rebbe’s involvement
extended even to the logistics
of the events. In one sicha
the Rebbe discussed the
importance of ensuring that the
siyum events did not overlap,
and raised the question of
whether it was better to have
many smaller siyumim or fewer
large gatherings with bigger
attendance.

THE FARBRENGEN OF YUD-ALEPH
NISSAN 5745.
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A Vision That Reaches Every Yid

The Rebbe urged that the siyumim should include people from every
background, every demographic, and in as many locations as possible,
spreading the excitement of Limud Kol HaTorah Kulah across the globe.

The Rebbe emphasized a simple but profound idea, that when there is
excitement about something, it naturally draws others to participate, and a
siyum was not just about finishing a sefer — it is about creating a new “koch”
that would inspire even more Yidden to join.

Chassidim across the world responded enthusiastically to the Rebbe’s
call. Siyumim began to be planned in communities across the globe. Letters,
duchos, and questions poured in to the Rebbe from far-flung locations.
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SIYUM HARAMBAM
IN NEW YORK. NISSAN 5745.
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Among the many siyumim organized was one arranged by Rabbi Moshe

Herson a”’k, here, in Morristown New Jersey.

At the farbrengen of Shabbos Parshas Shemini, the Rebbe gave Rabbi
Herson a bottle of mashke in honor of the siyum. After the event, Rabbi

Herson sent in a detailed duch describing what had taken place. In

response, he received specific feedback and brachos from the Rebbe, in

which he expressed his appreciation for the great nachas that the siyum had

brought and showered him with brachos.

/4
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SIYUM CELEBRATION

Commemorating The Completion Of
The Fourteen Books of
MAIMONIDES' “MISHNEH TORAH™

April 24, 1985
n'hEEn IR

SCENES FROM THE SIYUMEI HARAMBAM THROUGHOUT THE YEARS.
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Two Ma'anos to Rabbi Herson
regarding the Siyum in NJ

[1] In his letter, Rabbi Herson wrote that at the Siyum

Harambam a Reform “rabbi” and his wife attended, and although
he did not seat him at the rabbis’ table, he placed him at the table
of the honored guests. He asked whether he had acted properly.

The Rebbe Responded:

“12910 19o0—Tt is correct, as understood.”

[2] In his letter, Rabbi Herson wrote: “May Hashem grant that

we will be able to share further besuros tovos regarding the above

and in other matters.”

The Rebbe Responded:

“qp8m by DMy PN .’ 7'M 'Mm—Received, and much
thanks. I will mention it again at the Ohel.”
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THE RABBINICAL COLLEGE OF AMERICA
Morristown, New Jesey

Takes Great Pleasure In Inviting You
ToA
SIYUM CELEBRATION
rating The Completion OF
IMONIDES® “MISHNEH TORAH"

Commemor

The Fourteen Book:

Wednesday, Apeil 24, 1985 - 3 Iyar 5745 -8,00-10:00 PM
A
Congregation Abavas Achim Buai Jacob and David

700 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange. N.J.
Guest Speakers

RABBI MEYER GREENBERG - ROSH HAVESHIVAH
RABBINICAL COLLEGE OF AMERICA
RABBI HERSHEL SCHACTER - ROSH HAKOLLEL
AT YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

B
takes sure i o you
We look forward to your participation n this great “MITZVAH GATHERING™

For Jurther information and directions call: 267-9404 NO ADMISSION FEES

Refreshments Will Be Served.

Rabbinical College Sets
Siyum Commemoration

__The Rabbinical College of America, Morristown, in cooperation
with numerous synagogues in Northern New Jersey, will present a
Siyum Ce r n ing the ion of the Fourteen
Books of Maimonides’ (the Rambam) Mishneh Torah, which were
studied by_tens of thousands of Jews in the course of the 1ast year.

The Siyum will be held at Congregation Ahavas Achim B'nai
Jacob and David, West Orange, on Wednesday, April 24, from 8 to 10
P.M. Guest speakers will be Rabbi Meyer Greenberg, senior professor
of Talmud of the Rabbinical College of America and chief rabbi of the
Orthodox community in Paterson and Rabbi Hershel Schachter, Rosh
HaKollel at Yeshiva University.

Last Passover, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M.
Schneerson, issued a call to Jews throughout the world to study three
chapters of the Mishneh Torah daily thus completing it by the evening
before Passover, which is the birthday of the Rambam.

According to.its author, one can proceed from the Five Books of
Moses to these volumes and became familiar with every aspect of
Jewishlaw which is covered in precise detail in the Mishneh Torah.

The Siyum is the first of its kind ever held in New Jersey.

There is no admission fee and refreshments will be served.
Further information and directions may be obtained by calling the
Rabbinical College, 267-9404.

A SNIPPET FROM A NEWSPAPER
DESCRIBING THE SIYUM.



The Historic Cairo Siyum

One of the most remarkable siyumim of that first cycle took place in the

Rambam’s shul in Cairo.

The shulhad been closed for nearly two decades, and yet, for this special
occasion, special efforts were made to reopen it so that the siyum could take
place there. This process required special permissions and requests that
reached all the way to the Egyptian President’s office.

The Rebbe was personally involved in every aspect, even determining
who should be part of the delegation that would travel to Cairo for the
event(!).
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Beyond the Siyumim

As the Rambam cycles continued, the Rebbe repeatedly emphasized that

each completion should be marked with a meaningful and grand siyum.

This enthusiasm also led to the creation of many related projects:
communities around the world began publishing seforim, kovtzei Torah,
and picture albums documenting the siyumim and the learning connected
to them, which caused the Rebbe a tremendous amount of nachas.

Rabbi Shmuel Butman a”% related that after the siyum in 5749, the
Rebbe requested that a sefer about the siyum be created, giving only three
weeks for its completion. The Rebbe said, “I shouldn’t be the only one
giving ideas; I want you and
your chaverim to think of
ideas as well. You should
involve professionals in the
work and not be concerned
about the funds.”

During the dollars
distribution on Sunday,
Purim Katan, Rabbi Butman
and the bookbinder,

Mr. Sander, brought the
completed sefer to the
Rebbe. The Rebbe thanked
Rabbi Butman, saying,

RABBI BUTMAN PRESENTING THE REBBE THE SEFER.

“Thank you for doing it so quickly.” He then gave Mr. Sander a second
dollar, remarking, “This is my investment in your endeavors,” conveying
the great nachas it gave him.

But the Rebbe did not want the excitement to be limited to the end
of a cycle. He therefore encouraged siyumim not only upon completing
the entire Rambam, but also at the conclusion of each of the fourteen
seforim — and even at the end of a set of halachos. In this way, the sense
of accomplishment and celebration could continue throughout the entire
cycle.
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While Limud HaRambam is a daily commitment,
the siyumim serve an important purpose: they keep the
simcha alive throughout the entire year, as celebrating
these milestones encourages continued learning and
motivates others to join.

Anyone who has watched children in cheder making
a siyum understands this well. The excitement on
their faces, the sense of accomplishment, and the
celebrations show how powerful these moments can be.

Today, asthe 45th cycle of shlosha perakim
and Sefer HaMitzvos, along with the 15th
cycle of perek echad comes to a close, the
message remains as powerful as ever:

The learning continues, the siyumim
continue, and the excitement continues.

As we complete one cycle and
immediately begin the next, we say
a Uchaim and ask Hashem that we
should soon merit to learn Rambam
together with the Rebbe once again
— with the coming of Moshiach now.
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A Siyum on Sefer HaMitzvos was
made by Shaya Perlow, from
Cheder Lubavitch Morristown
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One of the highlights of the Siyum HaRambam was the

raffle organized by the Talmidim HaShluchim for the
Mivtza Hachana for Yud Shevat.

Two raffles were held: one for a set of the Rebbe’s Igros

Kodesh, which was won by Mendel Rothstein, and the

second for a dollar given by the Rebbe on Yud Shevat

5746, which was won by Mendel Slonim.

An additional automatic prize — a beautiful leather

travel tefillin bag —was awarded to all who participated

in the mivtza.
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Rabbi Moshe Giourarie

Shliach - Toms River, NJ.
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here is a beautiful sicha in Likkutei
Sichos Chelek Yud-Zayin on the
Mishnah: “737 98 NWpY 12 N1 029
7397 0% SN AN MD NI N3 wrTen
MR 70 077 The Eibershter wanted to
bring merit to the Yidden, and so He gave

them an abundance of Torah and mitzvos.

On this, the Rebbe asks a powerful
question: How is the “113977” the cause for
the M215? Conventionally, the more rules
there are, the more opportunities there are
to break them. If there are more mitzvos,
perhaps it’s harder mat>?



The Rebbe explains in the Sicha
that Mm% is from the term Tot>—
to refine, elevate, and uplift. The
Eibershter gave us mitzvos that
permeate every part of our lives. The
Zohar tells us there are 613 mitzvos,
corresponding to the 613 parts of the
body—2>7) 17"Dwn DN 117137, Every
mitzvah corresponds to a different
limb: our eyes to see, our mind to
learn, our feet to walk, our hands to
give. Each limb is used for another
mitzvah.

As well, there are many different
types of people: a ba’al eisek, a
yeshiva bochur, a child or a Shliach.
As well, there are different times
of the year, and different stages
of life. Every aspect of a person,
every moment, and every type of
individual is meant to be permeated
and permeate that person, time or
place with the kedushah of Torah
and mitzvos. Therefore, in order to
accomplish this, the Eibershter gave
us many different mitzvos for each

scenario.

As a perfect example for this,
I recently heard a story about a
man who was not frum yet, that
lived in Argentina. He had a young
son, Nachum, who, when born,
unfortunately had a serious defect in
his left eye. The doctors suggested
that the
postponed until he was three years

major operation be

The Rebbe then
said, “Being that
in the Pasuk
about Tzitzis it
Says: MR DR
”42) DRI, you
should begin
wearing Tzitzis as

ma1 for your son

old. But by then, the left eye got
much worse and so did the right eye
because of its overuse.

Consequently, the father was
devastated. After a long day, he fell
asleep on the couch and had a dream.
In his dream, the Rebbe appeared to
him and asked what's going on, after
answering about his son's condition,
the Rebbe asked, “Does Nachum
wear #zitzis?” Since they were not
yet frum, he replied that his son did
not wear tzitzis. The Rebbe then
said, “Since the pasuk regarding
tzitzis states: “191 DTSN NN OANS,”
you should begin wearing #zitzis as a
3t for your son.” He subsequently
began wearing fzitzis and so did
his son as well. And miraculously,
three months later, his eyes began
functioning properly.
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Here we see a unique connection:

when we fill our eyes, limbs, and
every part of our body with mitzvos,
and

it elevates us spiritually,

consequently, affects us physically.
At the farbrengen of Shabbos
Parshas Bechukosai 5744, the Rebbe
addressed the Gemara: “WwN92 W
TN PO WA w02 oy
When one has a headache or sore
throat, they should engage in Torah.

Seemingly, the best way to
do so would be through learning
that
ailment. The Rebbe explains that

something connected to

when you learn Kol HaTorah Kulah,

34

automatically, you learn something
connected to that specific ailment.
Obviously, this is referring to
Limud HaRambam - learning all 613
mitzvos. Even in Galus, when we only
have 207 — N N3 — that are
applicable to us now, nevertheless,

we still derive the same MN.

Of course, I can't go by without
mentioning this week’s sicha from

Project Likkutei Sichos.

The Rebbe explains in Chelek
Lamed-Vov, in the sicha of Chof-
Daled Teves, that learning all 613
mitzvos is both yedias haTorah and
asiyas haTorah. Through learning



Rambam — essentially learning

the 613 mitzvos, one elevates and
transforms every part of himself and
his surroundings, as if he is in fact
doing that very mitzvah.

In fact, we see something very

interesting from the Rambam

himself.

The Rambam calls his sefer
“Mishneh Torah” - the
Torah,” explaining that this is the

“second

ultimate explanation of the taryag
mitzvos. After releasing his sefer
with this title, many gedolei Yisroel
became very upset with him, saying,
how can he be the one to say that

his sefer is a second to the Torah!
He responded with the pasuk, “N> 18
Tsn 5 5N wana wiaN.” Because
he learned, grasped and shared the
taryag mitzvos with the world, “sN
w1 N5.” The Rambam is teaching
us that a Yid cannot be complete
without “Pm3m 5358 1ama.”

B’hashgacha pratis, the Rebbe

mentions  yesterday's Rambam
(Hilchos Melachim Perek Ches),
where the Rambam explains how
important it is for non-Jews to keep
the Sheva Mitzvos. The Rebbe goes
on to explain that it is up to us now to

do this mission - the mission of Dor
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Hashvi’i, bringing the Shechina down
here - to spread this and implement
this into all of the nations. But this
can only be done when a Yid is
complete and has reached the level
of “w1ax N> IN,” and that is only
through “pmsn 5 5% wama” —

SRS

learning Rambam daily. This is the

true level of shleimus by a Yid.

There are two key points here.
First, learning Rambam is not only
something that applies to you—it
is something that benefits you, as
Chazal say: ,7M02 POy WRI3 Wi

=V NI TN
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H eeding the Rebbe’s call that the siyum should have a lasting
impact, a few hachlatos were made:

° To strengthen that a true way to develop a steadfast
commitment to Limud HaRambam is by having a
chavrusa and a set time dedicated to Limud HaRambam.

o That at the conclusion of every set of halachos, a siyum
should be held following shachris.

e That at the conclusion of each sefer, a grand siyum should
take place, with a local shliach invited to address the
participants.



03 Py WA wnn. Second,
through learning Rambam, a person
becomes b’shieimus—complete and

whole.

This is why the Rambam finishes
off his sefer with inyonim about the

Geulah. Because the culmination of

learning Kol HaTorah Kulah is biyas
haMoshiach.

May we be zocheh that through
our
HaTorah Kulah, we should see the

Rebbe b'einei basar and the coming

completion of Limud Kol

of Moshiach Tzidkeinu, now.
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