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Directions to

Boro park (Fort Hamilton Pkwy & 46™ St)

1. Leaving 770- Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

4. Continue onto Ocean Ave

5. Turn right onto Parkside Ave

6. At the traffic circle, exit onto Fort Hamilton Pkwy

7. Continue onto Fort Hamilton Pkwy
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Directions from

Boro Park to 770 (1546 46™ st. Between 15" and 16" Ave)

1. Leaving 1546 46" St.- Head northeast on 15™ Ave toward 44" St
2. Turn left onto Dahill Rd

3. Turn right onto Church Ave

4. Turn left onto Ocean Pkwy

5. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Parkside Ave

6. Turn left onto Ocean Ave

7. Continue onto Empire Blvd

8. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

9. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to

Flatbush (Nostrand Avenue and Ave I)

1. Leaving 770- Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave
3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

4, Turn left onto Nostrand Ave
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Directions from

Flatbush (Nostrand Ave and Ave I) to 770

1. Leaving from the corner of Nostrand Ave and Ave I- Head east
on Avenue H toward E 31st St

2. Turn left onto New York Ave
3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd
4. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

5. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to

Flatbush (Ocean Ave and Ave I)

1. Leaving 770- Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

4. Continue onto Ocean Ave
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Directions from

Flatbush (Ocean Pkwy Ave & Avenue I) to 770

1. Leaving from Ocean Pkwy Ave and Ave I- Head north on Ocean
Pkwy towards Ave H

2. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Parkside Ave
3. Turn left onto Ocean Ave

4. Continue onto Empire Blvd

5. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

6. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to

Flatbush (Coney Island and Ave I)

—

.Leaving 770 - Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

. Continue onto Ocean Ave

. Turn right onto Parkside Ave

S s W N

. At the traffic circle, take the 1st exit onto Coney Island Ave
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Directions from

Flatbush (Coney Island Ave & Avenue I) to 770

1. Leaving Coney Island and Ave I- Head north on Coney Island
Ave toward Avenue H

2. At the traffic circle, take the 1st exit onto Parkside Ave
3. Turn left onto Ocean Ave

4. Continue onto Empire Blvd

5. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

6. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to

Flatbush (Ocean Parkway and Ave I)

1. Leaving 770 - Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

4. Turn left toward Ocean Ave

5. Turn right onto Parkside Ave

6. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Ocean Pkwy

7. Continue to follow Ocean Pkwy



DY DM MR P 23w OPY « IR &8 42

Return from

Flatbush (Ocean Pkwy and Ave I)

1. Leaving Ocean Pkwy and Ave I- Head north on Ocean Pkwy
towards Ave H

2. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Parkside Ave
3. Turn left onto Ocean Ave

4. Continue onto Empire Blvd

5. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

6. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to
Canarsie

1. Leaving 770- Head east on Eastern Pkwy toward Kingston Ave
2. Turn right onto Albany Ave
3. Turn left onto Empire Blvd

4. Turn right onto Remsen Ave
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Directions from
Canarsie to 770

1. Head northwest on Remsen Ave toward Conklin Ave
2. Turn left onto Empire Blvd

3. Turn right onto Kingston Ave
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Directions from

Canarsie (Ralph) to 770

1. Head north on Ralph Ave toward E 72nd St
2. Slight left onto Remsen Ave

3. Slight right onto Utica Ave

4. Turn left onto Empire Blvd

5. Turn right onto Kingston Ave
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Directions to

Lower East Side

1. Leaving 770- Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn right onto Bedford Ave
3. Turn left onto Williamsburg Bridge
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Directions from

Lower East Side to 770

1. Leaving the bridge- Head east on Williamsburg Bridge toward
Bedford Ave

2. Turn right onto Bedford Ave

3. Turn left onto Broadway

4. Turn right onto Driggs Ave (Meet the Police Officers at the corner)
5. Turn left onto Division Ave

6. Turn right onto Lee Ave

7. Continue onto Nostrand Ave

8. Turn left onto Eastern Pkwy
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Directions to

Brighton Beach

1. Leaving 770- Head west on Eastern Pkwy toward Brooklyn Ave
2. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

3. Turn right onto Empire Blvd

4. Continue onto Ocean Ave

5. Turn right onto Parkside Ave

6. At the traffic circle, exit onto Ocean Pkwy

7. Sharp left onto Ocean Pkwy

8. Turn left onto Neptune Ave

9. Turn right onto Brighton 6th St
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Directions from

Brighton Beach to 770

1. Leaving 2915 Brighton 6 Street- Turn left onto Neptune Ave
2. Turn right onto Ocean Pkwy

3. At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Parkside Ave

4. Turn left onto Ocean Ave

5. Continue onto Empire Blvd

6. Turn left onto Brooklyn Ave

7. Turn right onto Eastern Pkwy
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1.

Directions to

Howard Beach

Leaving 770- Head east toward Kingston Ave

2. Turn right onto Albany Ave
3. Turn left onto Empire Blvd
4. Turn right onto Utica Ave

5. Slight left onto Remsen Ave
6.
7
8
9

Turn left toward Linden Blvd

. Slight right onto Loring Ave
. Loring Ave turns slightly right and becomes Amber St

. Turn left onto Stanley Ave

10. Continue onto 151st Ave

11. Turn right onto 81st St

12. Turn left onto 156th Ave

13. Continue onto 84th St

14. Turn left onto 159th Ave

15. Turn right onto 87th St
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1.

Directions from

Howard Beach

Leaving 160-35 87th St- Head north on 87th St toward 160th Ave

2. Turn left onto 158th Ave
3. Turn right onto 84th St

4, Continue onto 156th Ave
5. Turn right onto 81st St

6.
7
8
9

Turn left onto 151st Ave

. Continue onto Stanley Ave
. Turn right onto Amber St

. Amber St turns slightly left and becomes Loring Ave

10- Slight left onto Linden Blvd

11. Turn right onto Remsen Ave

12. Slight right onto Utica Ave

13. Turn left onto Empire Blvd

14. Turn right onto Kingston Ave
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Dedicated l'iluy nishmas the chossid

Rabbi Shmuel Menachem
Mendel Butman v

Director of the
Central Lubavitch Youth Organization

who was involved in organizing
the Tahalucha for many years.
He faithfully fulfilled the Rebbe’s directive
of going on tahalucha and brought a unique hisorerus
to many of the large shuls in New York.

ROV IINOL
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7)) @\
S/ LR

Before Shavuos, 5751, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization wrote to
the Rebbe about the plans for tahaluchah that Yom Tov. The Rebbe responded:

“May it be with much success.
The timing and the concepts are both apropos.

I will mention this at the Ohel.”

RO N
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“I am sure you informed everyone what I said regarding mashkeh [that someone

who does not follow the gezeirah of mashkeh should not participate in tahaluchah].

Has [something] actually been done?”

S T G\
After Pesach, 5735, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent a duch to

the Rebbe describing the tahaluchah of that Yom Tov to shuls in Williamsburg and other
neighborhoods. The Rebbe responded:

“Has [something] actually been done?”

Lo 11 &\,
After Simchas Torah, 5746, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent
a duch to the Rebbe describing the tahaluchah of that Yom Tov. The Rebbe responded:

“I received the duch. Thank you! The timing is apropos, etc.

I will mention this at the Ohel.”

PR

After Pesach, 5746, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent a duch to
the Rebbe describing the tahaluchah of that Yom Tov. The Rebbe responded:

“I received the duch. Thank you!
Bli neder, I will mention this at the Ohel.

May it have a continuous effect, etc.”

After Pesach, 5751, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent a duch to
the Rebbe describing the tahaluchah of that Yom Tov. The Rebbe responded:

“I received the duch. Thank you! The concept and timing are both apropos.

I will mention this at the Ohel.”
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Maanos Kodesh

/O A\

In Sivan, 5716, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent the Rebbe the
minutes of a recent meeting. One of the points mentioned was that they had decided to
arrange groups to visit shuls on Shavuos in the East New York neighborhood of Brooklyn.
This had been done the previous year as well, but this year they had decided to expand both

the number of shuls visited and the caliber of the visits.
The Rebbe responded:

“The same should be done for the other Yomim Tovim as well.”

yo¥ IO N

In Iyar, 5727, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization sent a duch to the
Rebbe describing the tahaluchah on Pesach to shuls in Williamsburg, Flatbush, and Crown
Heights. Apparently, some people in certain shuls took issue with tahaluchah and voiced

various arguments why it should not be done.
The Rebbe responded:
“I read the duch. Thank you!

Since you are already familiar with the arguments of the people disturbing
[tahaluchah], explain the appropriate answer to the people visiting those shuls [so they

will know how to respond].”

oK JO W
Before Shavuos, 5728, the members of the Lubavitch Youth Organization prepared a
notice about the tahaluchah of that Yom Tov and submitted a copy to the Rebbe. The Rebbe

responded:
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22) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5721, section 12.

23) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5724, section 14.

24) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5729, section 3.

25) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5733, section 2.

26) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5715, section 12.

27) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5717, section 16.

28) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5721, section 12.

29) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5723, section 4.

30) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5724, section 14.

31) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5727, end of section 5.

32) From a Sicha of the Second of Sivan 5728.

33) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5728, end of section 2.

34) From a Sicha of Shabbos Bereishis [second Farbrengen] 5731, section 4.
35) From Sichos of Acharon shel Pesach 5735, section 5; Shavuous 5735, section 4.
36) From a Sicha of Shevi’l shel Pesach 5732, section 2.

37) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5733, end of section 6.

38) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5733, end of section 3.

39) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5717, section 3.

40) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5732, section 17.

41) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5735, section 5.

42) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5730, section 4. See also Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5722,

end of section 11.

43) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5723, section 4.
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This is why it was established that we bring joy to our fellow Jews during the festivals
in general and on Pesach - the first of all the festivals — in particular. This is accomplished
spiritually by repeating words of Chassidus as well as also bringing about physical joy. And

in addition to the above, there is also the aspect of going by foot.”

R OE NG

Sources

1) HaMelech bMesibo, Vol. 1, p. 321.

2) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5718, section 15. See also Sichos: Shavuous 5730, section 8;

Shavuous 5735, section 4.
3) From Sichos of Shavuous 5718, section 33 and Acharon shel Pesach 5725, section 32.
4) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5719, section 10.
5) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5728, end of section 2.

6) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5726, section 3. See also Sicha of Shavuous 5734, end of section

7) From a Sicha of Shabbos Bereishis [second Farbrengen] 5734, section 2.
8) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5728, section 3.

9) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5717, section 16.

10) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5734, end of section 3.

11) From a Sicha of Yom Simchas Torah 5737, section 7.

12) From a Sicha of Shavuous 5733, section 2.

13) From a Sicha of Leil Simchas Torah 5723, section 13.

14) From a Sicha of Shabbos Bereishis [second Farbrengen] 5734, section 2.
15) From a Sicha of Leil Simchas Torah 5730, section 5.

16) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5717, section 16.

17) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5717, section 16.

18) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5721, section 10.

19) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5729, section 4.

20) From a Sicha of Acharon shel Pesach 5732, section 18.

21) Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 8, p. 252.
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find ourselves in an era after the Torah was already given and after the spiritual service
of the Jewish greats throughout all the generations, the exile still lingers in order for us to
assemble the [remaining] sparks of holiness. When this is accomplished the Redemption

will come to pass. This is why we must go from place to place.

This is also why, the Rebbe, my father-in-law, established going to various places and
meeting up with various people. For although they are G-dfearing Jews, they lack the
Torah of the Baal Shem Tov, or an explanation of Chassidus Chabad on the Torah of the
Baal Shem Tov. Surely this lack is felt with regard to their love of G-d and their revealed
degree of joy. This is specifically accomplished by seeing a fresh face, a panim chadashos,

who arrives from another location.*

L he conclusion of golus and raising of the Shechinah

The service involving the feet has particular relevance to our generation, since it is
in the final exile the we affect “the feet [of the highest level] meeting the feet [of the
lowest level],” inasmuch as the Shechinah has fallen in golus, for which reason our task
it to occupy ourselves with deed and action (the lowest of levels) in order to raise the
Shechinah. This also finds expression in man’s limbs, in performing those mitzvos that are

dependent upon man’s feet.

It is thus understandable, that walking to a distant location in order to bring the joy
and cheer of the festivals to our fellow Jews accomplishes “the feet meeting the feet,
through which the Shechinah is raised. This also lifts up the entire Seder HaHishtalshelus,
thereby affecting the arrival of Moshiach, concerning whom the verse states, “His feet shall
stand on the Mount of Olives,” thereby stressing the aspect of the feet, since Moshiach’s

arrival is dependent on the service of the feet, with “the feet meeting the feet.”*

. Preparation for the coming Redemption

mong the terms used in describing the coming Redemption, the verse states: “There
shall be a path for the remnants of His people,” ... “they will cross over in shoes.” What
is the significance of “crossing over in shoes”; what difference does it make whether they

cross in shoes or in some other manner? The main thing is that they will use the path.

The explanation is as follows: The revelations of the Time to Come will be so lofty that
they will even permeate the level of “shoes.” Since all the revelations in the Time to Come
are dependent on our actions and service during the present period, it follows that now as
well service is required with the garments of the foot, [i.e., shoes]. For the general aspect

of the foot is action and the main power of action is specifically in the foot.
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%/.Z Those who did not participate

Those who did not participate [in the Tahalucha,] should take upon themselves that the

next time they will go to a location that is twice the distance.”

%/%Hafotzas HaMayonos Chutzah

The characteristic of a Tahalucha is that it is included in the activities of Hafotzas
HaMayonos Chutzah, spreading forth the wellsprings of Judaism and Chassidus outward.
This is accomplished not by waiting for those who are “outward” and “outside” to come to
the wellsprings, but by actively spreading forth the wellsprings of Judaism and Chassidus
outward, going and disseminating the wellsprings over there. This path of service was begun
by Aharon HaKohen, who was “a lover of peace, a pursuer of peace, a lover of creatures, who

drew them close to the Torah.””

5?:) Physically distant locations

When one goes to Shuls that are physically distant, as well as to those that are spiritually
distant, and one brings there matters that are necessary to strengthen and increase joy and
dancing, or matters of encouragement accompanied by life and vitality, one actually draws

down through this the wellspring itself.

This adds vitality to those who pray in
that Shul. The quantity is not important,
for a wellspring purifies even with a
single drop. The main thing is that all be
permeated with the vitality of the actual
wellspring, whose source is “G-d, the
source of living waters.” Ultimately, the
wellspring will thoroughly “rinse” the
listener, that he be a proper recipient. This

will unite the two wellsprings (of these two Jews) transforming them into one wellspring.*’

gbpanim Chadashos — a “fresh face”

The Jews endured a very long journey through the desert in order to refine and elevate the

sparks of holiness that were found there. Accordingly, we understand that although we now
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With regard to the Tahalucha ... this is my shlichus!

I wish to announce that all those who do not keep the enactments with regard to
mashke - they are not my shluchim and I ask of them that they not participate in the
Tahalucha ... All those who will from now on take this upon themselves, then, to the
contrary, I ask them to participate in the shlichus - and may G-d will it, that it be met

. 32
with great success.

9&%}7‘mm strength to strength

May they all be blessed and may they all see the fulfillment of advancing in a manner
of from strength to strength, always experiencing infinite degrees of advancement and
infinite measures of blessing. May they advance the whole year through from strength to

strength.”

Fortunate is their portion

Fortunate is their portion in this world and the next.” Fortunate is their portion and

great is their merit.”

%/ « Do not dodge

is [i.e., participating in the Tahalucha,)] is a good custom, particularly since this has
been done for so many years, and more particularly, as we are speaking of something that
benefits the multitude, therefore most assuredly everyone will participate; surely no one

will free themselves from it.

If this were merely a personal matter then he could possibly dodge it. However, since
this is something that if he shirks his duty it will be to the detriment of many he will surely
mull this matter over many times, realizing that his non-participation will adversely affect
so many and moreover, concerning something that was stated publicly. He should not do
this because I have so decreed [and he has no choice in the matter,] but out of a sense of

joy and accompanied by song.™

. Blessed rain

Going [on Tahalucha] in order to help Jews rejoice, particularly when this was done on
foot, and especially when — as I was informed - this was done accompanied by “blessed

rain,” therefore even the “blessed rain” joined in their dancing.”
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the morrow, or the day after, and sometimes after a longer period of time. But surely the

. 28
words are efficacious.

4+ Goin g fo a distant location

Aside for the necessity of joy, there is also the necessity to travel a distance by foot,
unlike those who walk only a block, stating that their time could be better spent learning,
or even indulging in idle chatter ~but not going to a far off location, as he desires to guard

his health, or it does not befit his honor.

Truly, this is not so, as this trek is the desire of our Rebbeim and Nesi'im. To the
contrary, the farther he goes, the greater this expresses his true honor. This is as King
David said to Michal, the daughter of Shaul [that in prancing before the Ark he was indeed
honoring himself]. Since it is of great import that one specifically travel by foot, this brings
about the revelation of “they will cross over in shoes.” The more distant the journey, the

greater the reward for going.”

53.9 Negating the t/yougbt that the time could have been better spent

It is entirely wrong to think that the time [of the Tahalucha] could have been [better]
spent sitting and learning. Since this is the directive of the Rebbe, the Nassi HaDor, it is
understandable that the mitzvah of the day is that of going [on Tahalucha].”

@)W/Jy aren't you going on the Tahalucha?

On one occasion in the late 1960’s, as the Rebbe was in the process of returning to his
room after escorting the chassidim who went on the Tahalucha, the Rebbe spotted one of
the elder Chassidim who was then in the Shul. The Rebbe approached him and asked him:
“Why aren’t you going on the Tahalucha?”

@/\/Ieriﬁng Pnimiyus HaTorah

The simchashel mitzvah engendered by those who took upon themselves to actually go
on the Tahalucha merits them Pnimiyus HaTorah. May there be fulfilled by them - as the
expression that is used when bringing Bikkurim - “May you repeat this in the come year.”

May they merit this and even more.”

. “This is my shlichus”
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The Tahalucha

Selected Expressions From the Rebbe About the Tahalucha
nd Its Participants

Following is a compilation of unique expressions culled from the Rebbe’s
Sichos, in which he expressed his high regard for those who participated in the
Tahalucha, their great merit in doing so, and his affection for them for their

dedication in fulfilling his desire.

%/. I envy those who went...

For the first time, Tzeirei Agudas Chabad arranged something involving mesirus nefesh,
in that they went yesterday on a Tahalucha. (After all the Tahalucha participants said
LeChaim!, the Rebbe noted:) I, myself did not
go, but I envy those who did, and accordingly, I
too shall say LeChaim!™

?. I did not go, but I had a desire

I, myself did not go, but I had a strong desire
to do so, and accordingly, I shall say LeChaim!”

« The words have their desired effect

Although the Zohar states, “Woe to he who speaks to ears that do not hear,” there is
nevertheless a mitzvah to speak. Moreover, we are assured that ultimately the words will
have an effect. Particularly now, when “He is veritably standing behind our wall,” i.e.,
Moshiach already desires to arrive, but he tarries because of the work still necessary in
Hafotzas HaMayonos Chutzah. Thus, Moshiach himself assists and lends a hand in this
work and that the words of the speaker should have their desired effect. It is only, that at

times one immediately sees how one has been successful, while at times it is only seen on



19 @6 Tahalucha + Maxims and Insights of the Rebbe

turning when they moved,” ie., not thinking at all about one’s self, but merely beings

subservient to the Divine will.”

ROV N
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“the deeds that were to be done.” We find that with regard to Mattan Torah as well, G-d
“travelled” and descended here, below. ... This is a lesson for all Jews - “tzaddikim, who are
similar to their Creator;” “Your people are all tzaddikim” - that they not wait until people turn

to them; rather, they are to travel from one end of the world to the other to teach Jews Torah.”

The Torah is to be received with joy. This is why the Rebbe, my father-in-law, established
that on Shavuous - in addition to other festivals — people should go to various Shuls to increase

or rouse the joy of multitudes of Jews, for Torah is to be received with joy.”

In order to properly receive the Torah it is necessary to possess the attitude of servitude.
Thus we say in the Brich Shmei prayer upon the opening of the Ark, “I am G-d’s servant.” It
is therefore self-understood that this is connected to the foot, whose spiritual aspect is that of

acceptance of the Divine yoke.

This is linked to the good custom of going on the festivals to Shuls to bring joy to fellow
Jews, that they be joyfully celebrate the festivals. Moreover, it should be done in a manner of
“running to do a mitzvah.” Thus Rashi comments on the verse, “Yakov lifted his feet,” that “he
lifted his feet even higher than his head.” That is to say, there is a degree of pleasure associated
with the level of feet that is even higher than the pleasure associated with comprehension and

understanding. This lofty degree is specifically found in the foot.

This is also connected with the statement of King David - whose demise was on Shavuous
- “Support my steps in your pathways, so that my footsteps will not falter,” with both “steps”

and “footsteps” relating

to the feet. We thus ask G-d that He support our steps, so that we may follow His pathways
— the path of Torah and mitzvos. The Hebrew term used here for “steps” is specifically ashurai,
which also connotes pleasure, as the verse states, “for women have deemed me fortunate.” This
refers to the aspect of pleasure and delight (the highest of the soul powers) descending even

unto the feet.”

The Shavuous haftorah speaks of Yechezeil’s vision of the celestial chariot. One of the themes
repeatedly found there is the term “and
their feet,” which are described as “not
turning when they moved” - they did not

need to turn in any direction.

This indicated the bittul of the
celestial chariot, thinking of nothing
other than arriving at their destination
and automatically heading there. So, too,
with regard to going on the Tahalucha,

that it is to be done in a manner of “not
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Consequently, the festivals, termed as they are regel (foot), possess particular affection.
Surely this is so with regard to Pesach, which is the aspect of leaping, something that is
brought about through the feet, wherein they lead the head to its desired destination.
There is thus particular fondness to the service that is connected to the feet, especially

when this service tires the individual, having to walk far distances.

The above is associated with the fact that during the festivals, particularly during
Shevii shel Pesach and Acharon shel
Pesach, people go on Tahalucha in order
to help Jews rejoice. At that time there
is accomplished that the very ground
implores that shoes be worn, so that it
too may receive from the tremendous

holy light that is thereby generated."”

Pesach is deemed the “head” of all
the festivals, since it - like the head -
enlivens and causes influence to flow to

all the other festivals throughout the year. Understandably, going on Tahalucha during
Pesach increases one’s wide-ranging advances during the entire year and his going on
Tahalucha during the [other] festivals.”

OHE BINYG
The festival of Shavuous

The Midrash states that G-d travelled a distance of 500 years in order to acquire a name.

This refers to Mattan Torah, as the Torah is composed of G-d’s Divine names.

Since an “arousal from below” is to be similar to the “arousal from above,” it follows
that our preparation to Mattan Torah should also involve “travelling,” up to and including

actual physical travel.

We thus understand that going on Tahalucha has a particular connection to the festival

of Shavuous.”

Tanna d’Vei Eliyahu states that the Sanhedrin would gird themselves with iron chains

and travel throughout all the far-flung Jewish locales in order to teach the Jewish people
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say ‘sang’ but uses the future tense,” alluding to the song in the Time to Come, at which

time there will be the truest feeling of joy."*

The verse that speaks of crossing the Euphrates in the Time to come, “they will
cross over in shoes,” is also related to the festival pilgrimage concerning which the
verse states, “How beautiful are your footsteps, shod as you are in shoes.” The festival
pilgrimage and crossing of the Sea of Reeds are related, for just as there was a revelation
of the concealed degrees of G-dliness at the time of the crossing of the Sea of Reeds, so
too did the Jews veritably see G-dliness when they vistided the Beis HaMikdash.

Additionally, just as the festival pilgrimage, a mitzvah performed on foot, merits
the revelation of “They will cross over in shoes,” so too with regard to every mitzvah
performed with one’s feet, e.g., “Run to do a mitzvah,” merits this selfsame revelation.
Particularly so, when one participates in the Tahalucha, something that entails much

effort and involves travelling a long distance."’

“Foot” and “shoe” are related both to the exodus from Egypt as well as to the true
and complete redemption. At the time of the exodus, “Your shoes were upon your feet”
and with regard to the coming redemption the verses state, “they will cross the river on

foot” and “they will cross over in shoes.”

The feet lead the person from his current location to a place that is lower than him,
for the foot is the aspect of the Sefirah of Malchus, through which vitality is drawn to

the world below it. Man travels there in order to perfect it.

Man needs shoes in order for him to bring about this perfection and that he not be
influenced by the imperfection of the place he travels to, for shoes surround one’s feet,

protecting them from harm.

This is related to Shevi’i shel Pesach, at which time all the Jews were elevated through
crossing the Sea of Reeds, when even the lowliest of the low — Dassan and Aviran - were

positively affected by the event."

The verse states with regard to the Time to Come, “they will cross over in shoes.”
Chassidus explains that shoes will then be necessary in order to act as a buffer, enabling
the very earth to receive from the revelations experienced by the Jews treading on it.

This demonstrates a Jew’s true greatness.

Since the reward that we will receive in the Time to Come is dependent on our
actions and service during the period of galus, it follows that in order that even the
“foot” attain a level that is infinitely greater than the norm, there must presently be the

spiritual service involving those mitzvos that are dependent on the feet.
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Excerpt from the farbrengen of Simchas Torah night, 5728:

When it comes to the simchah of Simchas Torah, there is no difference between one
Jew and another. Every Jew should experience this joy, even a simple person who is unable
to learn Torah.

This is why the Frierdiker Rebbe instituted that we shouldn’t be satisfied with dancing
ourselves but should spread simchah to others.

Everyone who went on tahaluchah to
bring simchah to other Jews should say
Ichaim, and may the simchah continue

throughout the year!

Excerpt from the farbrengen of
Simchas Torah night, 5733:

Every year on Simchas Torah, it is
customary to visit Jews in faraway places
and bring them simchah. (In truth, they

are only far away physically. Spiritually, no Jew is far.) The way to make them happy is by
showing them a living example of what it means to be happy. This can influence them so
strongly that by the time the next year comes around, they are the ones spreading simchah
to others.

Whoever participated in visiting these Jews should say Ichaim together and sing a
joyous tune. They should be joined by those who didn’t actually go, myself included. May
this bring success in our avodas Hashem throughout the year—learning Torah, doing

mitzvos carefully, and carrying out our everyday activities lesheim Shomayim.

NOTBeINO

The festival of Pesach

... Particularly so, when the joy is of Shevi’i shel Pesach, the time of song [of the

crossing of the sea], concerning which the verse states, “Then he shall sing” - “It does not
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Festivals for Rejoicing

Going to Bring Cheer to Fellow Jews Reveals Jewish Unity

Simchas Torah

First and foremost, the Tahalucha during Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah is unique in
that it takes place during the month of Tishrei, whose acronym is *W7. “first,” i.e., the first
month of the year, which draws down vitality for the entire year. Specifically: the purpose of
the Tahalucha is to bring joy to Jews with the joy of the Hakafos. The Alter Rebbe writes in
his Siddur with regard to the joy of the Hakafos: “Even if one participated in [the dancing
of] Hakafos in his own Shul, if he goes to another where they have not yet completed it, he

should sing and rejoice

together with them. The same applies on the eve of Simchas Torah...”"" Sukkos is called

“the season of our rejoicing.” Rejoicing in the most

complete sense is expressed when the joy finds expression even in one’s feet. This is the

aspect of the dancing of Hakafos on Simchas Torah."

In addition to the well known statement that acts of tzedakah “refine one’s mind and
heart a thousand-fold,” [there is the following matter as well]. Since they roused Jews to
joy, they too should merit joy that breaks all boundaries. Moreover, since the joy is that of

Simchas Torah, they will also have joy that breaks all boundaries with regard to Torah."

Those who took part in the Tahalucha and caused other to rejoice to the extent that they
actually danced should be blessed that their Torah study and their performance of mitzvos as
well, be in a manner that is far beyond all earthly limitations, for this is the aspect of dance

- lifting one’s feet completely above the ground."

Going to a distant locations involves both spiritual and physical exertion: physical
exertion, for it requires much effort to walk to a distant location; spiritual toil, as for the
time being they lack the words of Torah and words of spiritual arousal that have just been
related [during the earlier course of the Farbrengen]. Notwithstanding the above, they do

this in order to bring joy to so many of our Jewish brethren.”
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Jewish Unity

Going to Bring Cheer to Fellow Jews Reveals Jewish Unity

The Rebbe expressed in many of his Sichos that going on a Tahalucha, particularly
to distant locations and repeating to the assembled the teachings of the Nassi
HaDor, reveals the unity of all Jews, as joy and Torah is brought even to those

Jews located at the other edge of the city.

. All Jews are friends

There is a special quality to going on a Tahalucha, even if the location is both physically
and spiritually distant, in order to bring joy to the Jews who are found there and bring
back their joy here. This has particular value on Yom Tov, since - as is known - “All Jews

are [in the category of] chaverim on Yom Tov.*

?. Joy of the body and joy of the soul

The Gemara relates about the two jesters, who by dint of their bringing joy to Jews
merited the World To Come. The very fact of bringing joy to Jews is in itself truly great,
even if it is not connected to a mitzvah. This is because one brings joy to the Jew’s body,
about which it is stated, “You have chosen us from among all nations and tongues.” So
great is the mitzvah of love of a fellow Jew, that it serves as a vessel to attaining the love of

G-d. And this is so even if it is not connected with a mitzvah.

How much more so when the joy is connected to a mitzvah, at which time there is also

the joy of the soul as it rejoices in “festivals for rejoicing.”

.Z. A joyous song and saying LeChaim!

~ Those who went on the Tahalucha should say LeChaim! - and joy is only with wine.
They should sing a rousing niggun, which will rouse the general spiritual service in the

time of Golus."
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5?:) Going by foot during the Three Pilgrimage Festivals

The soul, too, contains a level that is deemed the “foot” of the soul; moreover, it even

contains a lower level still - the “heel” of the soul.

This particularly pertains to present times, when we find ourselves “close upon the
heels of Moshiach’s arrival.” This is in accord with Rashi’s comment on “eikev tishme’'un”

- “those mitzvos that are tread upon with one’s heel.”

This is why Rabboseinu Nisi’einu placed particular emphasis on the aspects of the “foot”

of the soul, as well as the physical foot itself — that matters that one performs with his feet.

This also includes the fine custom of going on a Tahalucha on all three pilgrimage
festivals — festivals wherein Jews would go up to Jerusalem by foot - for which reason
the halacha is that one who cannot go up by foot is freed of the obligation of making the

pilgrimage.’

Q}ﬂ rdent labor of the soul and body

When we approach an individual who learns Nigleh and Chassidus and we say to him:
“Listen! The Rebbe, my father-in-law, has commanded that we go out to provide cheer
to Jews.” He [may well] respond: “I've got to figure out how much time it will take to go
there, to be there, and how much time it will take to return.” Since it takes a lot of time,
he will say that he cannot waste so much time; he will appoint an emissary in his stead,
while he will utilize his time for Torah study. This person is told: this is not all the intent.

Rather, he, himself is to go out and provide cheer to Jews.”

NOTBe N
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intellect. Doing so leads to “Blessed are you when you enter” - the spiritual arousal from
above that empowers him to perform this manner of Divine service, as well as “blessed
are you when you depart” - the spiritual arousal from above that comes as a result of
his Divine service, which is infinitely greater, since his service as well is in a manner of

. . . . . 3
“extension,” without limitation.

. Two opposite extremes — a coarse limb, and yet unlimited

The foot incorporates two opposites: a) The foot symbolizes endlessly striding forth,
which is the concept of a mehaleich, one who consistently advances; in spiritual terms
this connotes that the foot connects one to the Source of Life. b) The foot is the lowest
and coarsest bodily limb. Yet, these two contrary aspects are interdependent, for “You
have created me last and first.” Which is to say, that the spiritual service of the creature
- man - who was created as “the last of all creation,” binds one to the Source of Life.
This is analogous to a lever employed in raising an entire edifice; only when placed at the
very bottom of the edifice will it be able to raise the entire edifice. Moreover, truly great

strength is necessary for an entire building to be lifted.

Just as this is so with regard to the bodily organs, the same holds true with regard
to one’s soul powers. This is the aspect of emunah, faith. The power of emunah is truly
infinite, for inasmuch as it applies to something that the person neither understand nor

feels, it is not limited by these limiting soul powers.

This then is the infinite power of striding forth that is found in the foot - emunah is

that quality which will specifically bind the person to that which is truly infinite.’

& Fach step creates an angel

There is the fine custom of going on a Tahalucha to assist Jews in their rejoicing in the
joy of a mitzvah and in the joy of the festivals. One should not mistakenly think that of
primary importance is only the place from where they departed and the place where they
arrived, while the route traveled to reach their destination is wholly secondary;, i.e., the

only manner of reaching their destination is by walking to the place they seek to arrive at.

Rather, every step of the way creates an angel and extracts and refines the sparks of
holiness found on the route. It is entirely possible that the particular location has been
waiting since the beginning of creation for someone to tread upon it on his way to

performing a mitzvah and fulfilling G-d’s will.”
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?. “Blessed are you when you enter; blessed are you when you depart.”

The Midrash states: “If you have extended your feet [to collect charity] for a pauper or for
the sake of mitzvos, the verse states [about this]: ‘Blessed are you when you enter; blessed are

>

you when you depart.

This raises the following questions: a) “for a pauper” implies performing the mitzvah of
tzedakah. This being so, why does it state “for a pauper or for the sake of mitzvos,” when
tzedakah is seemingly included with the other mitzvos? b) The terms generally used regarding
the feet are “going” or “running.” Why use the term “extending”? c) Since “when you depart”
also implies “after 120 years,” [i.e., after one’s passing,] how can there still be an accounting,

when “There is no account in the grave”?

The explanation: The foot is the lowest of
man’s organs, and just as every organ includes
all others, so too the foot has its own foot - its
lowest degree — which is the heel. It is specifically
with regard to the heel that the term “extended” is
apt, for it denotes beyond limitation. The reason
for this is: the power of mesirus nefesh expressly
finds expression in the heel, as the heel denotes
kabbalas ol, acceptance of the Divine yoke, and
not intellect or emotion. Thus it is explained that
the generations that are “close upon the heels of
Moshiach’s arrival” posses the power of mesirus

nefesh to a greater extent than earlier generations.

The same holds true with regard to the mitzvos
that are mirrored by man’s limbs: those mitzvos
that are dependent on the aspect of the feet are

those that emphasize kabbalas ol.

We verily observe that intellect (in the brain) and love and fear (in the heart) are limited
by their very nature. These limitations apply to the feet as well when they are dependent
on one’s intellect and comprehension. However, when performed out of kabbalas ol, then
their performance is without limit. This, then, is the meaning of “If you have extended [i.e.,

utilized the aspect of kabbalas ol, the level of] your feet.”

Should a person proclaim that he is an intellectual; how can it be demanded of him that
he set aside his intellect? The response to this is: “extended your feet for a pauper” - the
person need only take an honest look at his true standing and status and he will realize that

he is intellectually impoverished. Consequently, he should pay little heed to his measure of
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Travelling by Foot

The Special Quality Specifically Found in Going by Foot

The Rebbe accentuated in many of his Sichos that the Tahalucha involves travelling by
foot. He explained, that in spiritual terms this relates to the concept of emunah, faith. On
many occasions he also stressed the connection that this has with the particular festival
during which he delivered his talk, whether it be Pesach, Shavuous or Simchas Torah. He
often explained that participating in the Tahalucha reflects the joy of participating in a
mitzvah in general (MY YW NNNW), and more particularly, the joy of partaking in the
joy of a festival .(110 O NNNW) In a broader sense, the Rebbe would say, participating

in the Tahalucha is an important step in preparing for the true and complete Redemption.

%/. “The people on foot”— Bittul and acceptance of the Divine Yoke

Commenting on the verse, “A people of six hundred thousand on foot, whom I -
anochi — am in their midst” Chassidus explains, that the “six hundred thousand on foot”
were able to draw down “Anochi,” G-d Essence, (“Anochi mi she’Anochi — “I am who I

am”) within Moshe Rabbeinu.

This accords with the Midrashic statement that if even one of the six hundred thousand
Jews at Sinai was to have been missing, the Torah would have — G-d forbid - not have been
given. Thus, it was the presence of the six hundred thousand that brought about the Torah,
which begins (i.e., the Decalogue begins) with the word Anochi.

This matter, however, requires to be understood. Inasmuch as the Jewish people
constitute an “entire countenance” (from head to toe), how can they all be lumped into
the one category of foot - “six hundred thousand on foot”? The matter is as follows:
Although there are indeed multitudinous levels within the Jewish people, however, each
level includes all the other levels. We are thus speaking about the level of “foot” found
within each and every Jew, whatever his primary level, even if he is on the level of the
“head.” For it is specifically the spiritual service of “foot,” [the service of bittul,] and not
the spiritual service of “head” and “torso” (the service of the mind and heart) that draws

2
down G-d’s very essence.
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the chassidim returning from tahaluchah were greeted by the Rebbe, who was sitting on
his chair at the front entrance of 770. Excitement gripped the air as the chassidim began
to sing, “Orech yamim asbieihu...”, with the Rebbe encouraging the singing. (Incidentally,

this was the first time this song was sung before the Rebbe.)

RO IINO
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at the clock and asked: “How long does it take to get back here from Boro Park? Why have

they not arrived yet?”'

When the Tahalucha would return from conducting Hakafos in synagogues on
Simchas Torah, the Rebbe would be in midst of the pre-Hakafos farbrengen. The Rebbe
greatly appreciated the Simchas Torah Tahalucha, as it expressed the self-sacrifice of
the Tahalucha participants in that - as the Rebbe, himself explained - the Tahalucha
participants indicated their willingness to forego part of the farbrengen in order to bring

joy to their fellow Jews.

In addition to the blessing that the Rebbe would convey for the Tahalucha participants
upon their safe return, the Rebbe would deliver an entire Sicha during the farbrengens
of Acharon shel Pesach and Shavuous on behalf of Tahalucha participants. This would
also occur quite often during the farbrengens of Simchas Torah. During those Sichos the
Rebbe would speak of the many fine qualities of participating in the Tahalucha. At the

conclusion of these Sichos, the Rebbe would
direct those who participated in the Tahalucha

to say LeChaim! accompanied by joyous song.

In the ensuing years, the Rebbe
demonstrated even greater affection to the
Tahalucha enterprise, in that immediately after
the Mincha prayer the Rebbe would escort the

participants, remaining

to see them off until the last of the Tahalucha

goers was out of sight. The Rebbe would stand

and closely observe each of the participants as

they would pass him and with his holy hands

would encourage the singing and joy. Upon returning to his room, the Rebbe would salute

the head of the police troop as a sign of thanks.

With the passage of time the Rebbe’s participation became even more personal, in that
he would go out to greet the Tahalucha participants upon their return as well. The Rebbe
would leave his room (either in 770 or in his library) and with his holy hands would
encourage and heighten the intensity of the song that was being sung (Naploeon’s March).
The Rebbe would remain standing for quite some time, while gazing all the Tahalucha

participants, after which he would return to his room.

After 27 Adar Rishon 5752, the first time the chassidim merited to see the Rebbe was
after tahaluchah. Over three months had passed since the last time the chassidim had seen

the Rebbe’s holy face. Then, to everyone’s tremendous joy, on the second night of Shavuos,
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Introduction

An Overview Concerning the Establishment of the Tahalucha

The Tahaluchos were established during the year 5715, when it was decided that for the
festivals of Pesach and Shavuous there would be a Tahalucha of hundred of chassidim who
would participate in a walk to various neighborhoods within New York City. The purpose

of the Tahalucha was to convey the Rebbe’s teachings pertaining to the particular festival.

During the earliest years of the Rebbe’s leadership, we already find the Rebbe rousing
the students who would travel to their homes for Pesach to use the opportunity to review
chassidic teaching in their locales. The Rebbe also requested that he be provided with a
list of those students. Thus, already during the earliest years of the Rebbe’s leadership the

Temimim would go to many synagogues in fulfillment of the Rebbe’s desire.

The first organized Tahalucha took place, as mentioned above, in the year 5715, with
the participation of young men and bachurim. A large crowd of young married men and
Temimim would walk together, singing lively chassidic songs, until they would reach other
Jewish neighborhoods, at which time they would dance with the Jews of those particular
neighborhoods. They would then separate, each of the young married men and Temimim
going to his designated Shul, where he would speak to the assembled. After Maariv, those
participating in the Tahalucha would gather together for a large Kiddush, after which they
would return to the Rebbe’s Shul, 770.

It was then customary, that upon their return to 770, the Tahalucha participants would
gather in the Rebbe’s antechamber, popularly known as Gan Eden HaTachton, where
they would joyously sing Chassidic melodies. The Rebbe’s chief-of-staff, Rabbi Chodakov,
o.b.m., would enter the Rebbe’s holy room and inform the Rebbe that the Tahalucha had
safely returned. The Rebbe would then transmit, via Rabbi Chodakov, a brief blessing
to all the Tahalucha participants. On one of these occasions the Rebbe said: “Since the
song Hop Kazak was just being sung, may we dance (arein hopkin) directly into the true
and complete Redemption.” On another occasion (Shavuous 5729) the Rebbe issued the
blessing: ““‘Support my strides in Your pathways, may walking in His pathways be with a
sense of delight.” (Parenthetically, during that Shavuous farbrengen, the Rebbe explained

this verse in terms of our spiritual service, based on a teaching of the holy Baal Shem Tov.)

On one particular occasion, when the Tahalucha’s return was delayed, the Rebbe gazed
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Foreword

In connection with the Yom Tov of Shavuos, this booklet has been prepared containing:

A. A compilation of the Rebbe’s sichos, various quotes, and responses on the importance of
participating in the Tahalucha, prepared by Rabbi Michoel Seligson and translated by Rabbi
Sholom B. Weinberg and Rabbi Yehuda Altein.

B. A sicha to the hanholo of Tzach and the Rebbes mazkirus, in which the Rebbe
requests that those who are lenient with regard to the established measure of consuming
mashke (four shot glasses) should not participate in the Tahalucha, underscoring the
seriousness of the matter and the Rebbe’s personal responsibility for the Tahalucha.
Courtesy of the editorial team of the sefer “TT *J3Y”, currently in preparation, on Rabbi Dovid
Raskin 13"¥, longtime Chairman of Lubavitch Youth Organization.

This {3 is printed in memory of the esteemed Chossid, Rabbi Shmuel Menachem Mendel

Butman §7’¥, who for many years was involved in organizing the Tahaluchah.

C. Practical details, including maps, schedules, and walking routes, are also included. Please
note that adherence to the guidelines and timing is essential for safety and order, as coordination

is done in conjunction with the NYPD.

It is essential for every Chossid to recognize the great responsibility of participating in the

Tahalucha — an initiative which the Rebbe considered “a personal matter.”

May it be the will of Hashem that we march from the Tahalucha to the march of victory — the

true and complete redemption, may it indeed be immediately.

NOTBe N0

Tahalucha Office of Lubavitch Erev Shavuos 5786

Youth Organization
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